
Chief Executive Devotes Much Space to
Spanish War.

Importance of the Nicaraguan Canal Strongly

Presented and Congress Urged to Take Im-

mediate Action--Our Foreign Relations lien-

erally Touched Upon.

W ashl nglton, D. ('. l),er. , 1,•.
To the' SenatIe ati house of RI, ltpresetI' -

tives:
Nouwititavtllltllt ln g Ithe nddled llrdllns rnit

derel )nec'ssary iby the wivr our lpeople rt• v
jolie in a very s:ltifnltory anti sc,:lditly
lncrasing degree of p'oper•lf v ,idetne.!

by the largest volume of businltess e'ver r.-
corded. .Ma titfa cttire hais Iboei rotluetive,
agric ,ltl lrni plursultl0 have yle i'hed iabt n1t
dalt returns, ihlhor In the It lieds of It lnls
try ia better rewarded, revenue legislation.t ,
passedi l by h' the pre'ent 'collngr'ess. thas itn-
creasedl the treasury's r•elpts to the I
Asrnoui t estimtate'd yl its nuthors; lthe liane-
ros of the government have it"' et stltes'I
fully nad ntltiitered and ts ci r redit l ivinnea al
to the first ranuk; while its currentcy v hts
been nuitaitined at thel world'Ma hlighest I
atllldnlrd. Mllitary service, iatlder it 'onii-
Inot fla and for a riglteous cause, has n
strengthened thel national splirit, and serv-
ed to e('mine'nt Illore cloeely thalt ever the I
fraternal llnds betlveetl e'very scetion of f
the country.

A review of the relatlons of the l'nhited t
SItates to ot her ipowers, ilways aerlloplrl I
ate, is this year of pIrimary Illllnorlitwe in
view of the molllneitot• IsaRlIes which itn\t I
arisen, deennling in one instantte' the' nl
titnte deterintlatlion by arms and ilv oiv 1
Ing ftr-retnchhintg co' leqielce' i• sewhich will
reqitire the earnest attention of the conl'

TIlE (''lAN QIUESTION. I
In my last annual Intmessage ve'ry fll ctnt

sileration was.t given1 ti o itl' queltion of ithe i
diity of the gloveriitntenlt of the( I :ilted
States toward Spain and the CubaIn Insalr
rection, as being by fir the tmilst Inmpor
tant proleim wii hli which we were thenl
called upon to deal. The conshieratlons
Ithen adlvanced n8+l til e.•xpositio of the'
views thereln expre"ssed dci iCseIcd lloy sPPIs'
of the extreme gravity of the sittiation.
Hettilug aside as logically unfounlled oi'i
practically Inadtlissible, the recogn1iJtl n
of the (I 1binn insu rgents tte bell gerenIts,

the recognition of the indepeleciit1'.e oif
('tiba, national Intervention to eud the
war iby Inposing i rtntliigl colllltroml ise .
bietween tlhe contestants, lntervention in
favor of one or the other iparty, alnd for-
ellide annexation of the Island; I coclle1it-'
ed it was honestly due to our friendlly rei
lations with Spain that she should be giv-
en a reasonable chance to realiz her ex-
pectations of reforl to which sihet, had be-
comlie irrevoenbly conmmitted. Within a few
weeks prevlolsly silhe had announclled coln-
preiellnslve plans which it was conftlluent
ly asserted would be efficacious to reIledyc
the evils so deeply affecting our own cou 1111
try, so Injurious to the true Interests ofit
the mother country as well as to tlhose of
('uba, and so repugnlant to the unive'rstlt
sentiment of humanlty.

The ensuing nmonth brought little sign
of real progress toward the pacificationl of
(Iuba. The autonomnous admllnlstrat ion set t
up In the capital and some of the priinlical I
eities appeared not to gain the favor of
the Inhabitants, nor to be able to extendt
their Influence to the large extent of tr-
ritory held by the insurgents, while the,
military arm, obviously unable to cope with
the still active rebellion, continued manyV
of the most objectionable and offensive pol-I
idles of the government that had preccededel
it. No tangible relief was afforded the vast
numbers of unhappy reconcentrados de-
spite the reiterated professions made in that
regard and the amount appropriated by
Spain to that end. The proposed expedl-
ent of zones oftcultlvation proved IlluSory;
Indeed, no less practical nor more delC-
sive promises of succor could well have.
been tendered to the exhausted and desti-
tute people, stripped of all that made life
and home dear and herded in a strange re-
gton among unsympathetic strangers hard-
vl less necessitous than themselves. Ily

the end of December the mortality among 1
them had frightfully increased. Conserva-
tive estimates from Spanish sources plane-
ed the deaths among these distressed peo-
ple at over 40 per cent. from the time Gen-
Weyler's decree of reconcentratlon was en- t
forced. With the acquiescence of the Span-
Ish authorities a scheme was adopted for I
relief by charitable contributions, raised in t
this country and distributed under the dl-
rection of our consul general and the several r
consuls, by noble and earnest Individluals.'
and also through the organihed agencies of I
the American Red Cross, Thousacnds of
lives were thus saved, but many thousands l
more were inaccessible to such forms of aid. t

The war continued on the old footing, 1
without comprehensive plan, developing on-
ly the same spasmodic encounters, barren I
of strategic result, that had marked the
course of the earlier ten years' rebellion as
well as the present insurrection from its
start. No alternative save physical ex-i
hausatlon of either combatant, and there- a
withal the practical ruin of the Island, lay
in sight, but how far distant no one could
venture to conjecture.

DEITRUCTION OF THEI MAINE.

At this Juncture, on the 15th of Febru-
ary last, occurred the destruction of the
battleship Maine, while rlghtfull lying In
the harbor of Havana on a misslon of in-
ternational courtesy and good will--a ca- (
tastrophe, the. uspicious nature and horror
of which, stirred the nation's heart pro-
foundly. It Is .a striking evidence of the a
poise and stauy good sense distinguishing
our national 0haracter that this s•ockinlg t
blow, falling upon a generous people, al- I
ready touched by preceding events in Cu- a
ba, did not hove them to an instant, des- .
perate resolve to tolerate no longer the ex-
ercise of a condition of danger and disor- F
der at our doors, that made posalble such p
a deed, by whomsoever wrought. Yet an,
instinct of Justice prevailed, and the na-
tion anxiously awaited the result of the n
aearching iqvestigation at once set on foot. a
.The flIndng of the naval board of inquiryt
mtahbithed that the origin of the exploaiou
was external by a submarine mine, and on- d
ly halted through lack of positlve testi- e
mony to At the responsalbility of Its au- t
thorshlp. t
$IrRAINID RELATIONS WITH BPAIN.

All these things carried conviction to the
Meet thbalhttul, even before the finding of
the naval couart that a oriallsi li our rela- e.
t11,n with Upalan and toward Cuba was at o
hand' So strohnl was this belief that it t1
pe5Oed but a brief executive suggestion to b

te congress to receive Immediate answer
tO the duty of making instant provision for p
the possible and perhaps speedily probable
eTtgeney of war. antL the remarkable, al. It
Mott unliqe, spectacle was presented of a It
Isastamos Yote of both houses, on the Pth a

; March, aparo apratlag iftyt million dot- a
'Ior the natiocnal defense and for each tl

uver PMrpoe sonneetad thetewith, to A
1peIded at the dliestlonu of the pros g

at this ot provision cae
nsto sen U as lldlose' when the ap- t

llsnetllU • und was unadertakea. Our n
It w practlly Pndefended. Our a

__T"1a *,tI + "_ l previione for at munnt- 1
S. i even auambers, to cope ii
• +1th•maddea itfceak from the navyt of i

el~ fI rp prelsof fI

tiet for the dread eontialleys rq
tsh leports of -the IMeretaria of t

asty as d need sot he re- to
1 l ha• ufflient to sa! that t

th6( r83)9tgatal, to meet
enwarloi abt4 war o

m co o unn montryt, It
.-I-

nwls felt by th1 e f ont nental powers wnhh'hi
III1 Alrlil III h, Iirollglih fhl ir anllllihn lllhn irs,
a iddressed to the e'ntive fl hops' shunt

goVIr'IIIIII'nII n III l t rl f(u ith r " gll ail nti: ,
~.,nlhl lfilnd to Iin r nI rlll'ntlllt , f i'hic'l h whill'l lsl'i 'l tl h1 ti1s I iniI r('IIn

n n
.'s' of poni's', uhtiIhl

:Iffrl'il Ill is' F3 ry s 3' &IIIII'InIIn 'Ier lis i' f th ' l 'i '
'thllllfh lllllhnint f Ilor'hr Iln (I'ahln. In ts '

'.pnll•iinig Its tha11t rl' resl' 'lifa tifin I snhis I
' hnrril the hop.Ihil Ie 3 n3 ys tuts, exprfi i'sli

ihat fi'ne might I hi f Ii .prr r'si'vl Iii l n
ili r toi l'l'l ll i is' fitsr s'hirilli ' i''lirif s3ioll if
Sl stllPri h i i n' ' fl 'll , s' lls rllJ its1 , ' ii lllli ll li ,ii
Il lting to i ir fiis l't 'sti inI ltillilillly, iis
is Ill s•slkisIh n ti iu' ssi nt11 I n s lllllll il sls f his
i' illnllf v i I Id hfilr n 3r.l''fiinllllg Ihi' hifs

IIIIllIffll/lf l'. 11111 I f43ffifl'I'i'41 'iI ll'lliffi'l'f' of
u irnitf I ri in i nsl iifil ft e f1lrsi t Ichurf i e'i lfr s

l 'f this g vihllnhl 'lflllnt for fts i Inrf 11uit 1 lillli
lflfi'ilio' Illlni l w illf ,hi i. l lll fI s •t t 11 itsl 1n n

- 1eo i'nsi f : n1111 t1ins f11 is si'3 l'n 1ur i f fi i tn illfi
n duly in hi tif niltll y isyh i' liing H sitnif on1 .
tits' ull h'lfll lft ' slf •hifliIgi lthl ofl lit c o f whL' h lail
ls•'•ln ul Ins li• T llfT nhll'.

3 Sti l l i l ,d l l t'1 by fI' I fillP oitf 3 l n' ,'i'lls! \inlflll o mlolld sblh ying imp dirhtntel s of di Ily,
nI o fi irtl twru, s Ir'l f3 fll bi nf l all 'i ut•t li tll 1" ferill'iy l n•'l IIIng of i ' 'llhiii istrn'l glll'. Ni'

" go tti on s listil ' tli•ts ohIJe lt. 'ipi l hllts'l n1'i n -
ffI l f l,l, if ili i ff• i S f t ll Iill'ulh lfl iii' l '13113
li f al l slr lifonthf ' l

r
flist, fl i I 'l hnlf , with II

t 13w iti ilfT'ft thi' ri'r,,gii lt3 ll f her 1pen

i' li 's rights t1 fi Infsis'f3 llnl'Ilc. Ihtsih, 's thisf
-thf is 3lisnl ritv.i.:tifiion oif thfi orislr of r'

331n33ll frn t plfihi 3 ifrk-• s Ihit lli ( lilp s iTi'
i rs 11 l ' frlninflg toi llif,' h sil s :ll n ' llli fih l hiby
ullitll ih' Anlrllll'f ini 1313 Spf nish p31f ' plf nllglth'
Ih f pi it IIIi I H 31y l to s1 p llii li' t lf ' lll'vsi

I- igni, by orderly res'lsumlll fii of thf' well
l IhII Ile troyelf prodrurive er rpr1ies of

thii s Ihlinil. n31l iinIrirhtil' to lthe r,'triiln-
n' l of f i t s 1 trfniq llifty ns ll w:1 ll ',f i h . Ni'-

If i•o tliinflisns iontinlll for l1115' l itl e til' 3tli t
l rinlllr.hl resultiii g in IfTf'rns by thil Sp111 111l

t1I g v rlinntlll l whlh'h ioullhl lint h.i ri'g1 l'hisl
i hlut its Ii llleno3nt'. Ift w1 ia prlpos•dl to h .in-1

S tlhle lIhe lliilpr lpr iin n of Itns'i' li thli' lu st1-
3 fur •nrlhniftil',t ytl ti n hf e 1 nlllt iIies Ilt,

Im nIh l tl nonrli s pIi risi ' li N e, l e•i 'lll'r 131,
1117,7. filu tll I no3 f lin rllrtient In f l ily l is~ '
Iiffsi the c si• lltutionl il poei 'rs of hfi,. M11
idrbl1 g tif'1r1'ii1nf, whhl'h, t ll Ihat enld, wotn l
Iran t Rll tin i lrlstl , if ni•lth ild bi y the Ill
,lsurgI'fntsi. 3 f f33' 1 n33s the genCrnll In .
lihitf sholisil fol tit toff tI fixn. l i'w uil wilth
wt snt1 oe oif th 1s'rct innlliy powers thle h

thf3 "'rf p nlrir fhlf i'' pt eil' di not pp ii arl.l
If It wierr tfo re by ngi'iliif l3li wlifh I hi

oif lths' elell lrs. r in thl e il tril'hs finsl'r Satip n-
Ismh ,ntrol nni l on this' othle r wtllh r th. in
Isi rgInt popnn hn idi ffng the Intffr ior
'oiinnlry, inrpiresenh fi f he i i' f-cnlid plar
llineln t 1o3 d1tinf Ilt t th f isuggeiio 3 frtl I
i llllng for 

f
pe3a133l.

rf lrlc',ed taou di3 nst4molfnlil at this flrrenl
s rise i ni' 3teni'm it 1 er 1onv1ors to r', 'll
II irllt itl l aso ihtio . I feltl It sts duly to
Sremilt the whole lu' stihol n to the 'lll''ss.
inl t1 the ue'sngse of A rilf 11. h, . Ihs 1331-
ninn•.'d thil wli lh tiff hi fls inst ov'ertllr, in thus'
dirreelif n of litnn lllelf inf l i f o In I'tnill. and3
its dlinippointing rIPrc pti, llbyl Spi , thei'
ilTort tof lthe exe'lntivl was b roughlt to a1n

end. I Iag ll r'rvi wel l ths1 a1 'rlltrlfi '
iollirs.'s tof 'lloni wh'ich I ht3d pil'iopisli.
'Ilnllludiingl l th the llt o0ly o n0 nl •sn ntl
wlth linternrtilhonl policy ant1d e(ontlliile
with our firm-set lhistori'i trmndu litons, 'rns
Intervel'lontill an a niel'trll to hlstop th'e witr
31nd1 chl'eek the lhoplehss snerifler lof life.

I.o'vi'n tlhough ftht resonrt Ino
l

val ll "hostl,
'conlsrlnfat iupon lit llthl1 e parties to the cin-
Stest as well tIs to efnrtcl n truce n toll

al ide the evental settlement."
The gr'ilfitrs justifying thtl t f stp were
ithe Intelrests of hnnilnl y felie' duty to
lprotect life nd plrollperty of our clllnlr'n in

('1uba: it'he riht to clhe'k Iilnjury to ltir
lnconlislll1iir4s i pal nople t hroisghl the 'd'-
vastation of the Is lanlid at1i ino•st iin3por.
lint, the need of removinlg at on1e, and

h forever the consoant Inenre l ,1 and the bur-
dens entailed lpon our governellnllt y Ithl
iinicert intih and perils of the f ianthDon

I 'alsed Isy the unbearable distnrblanle In
i nhaiA, I said:

t "The long trial has proved that the objlct
for which Spain 1has wgsled the war ean.-
lint be atta•ned. The fire of Insurrectlion
I-may flame or may smniouler with va'rying
seasons, but It 1thas not been, and it is phlat
that it cannot le', extinguishel by preseit
ie methods. The only hope of relhIf and re-

pose from a condition which an no loniger
e e eldured il thue enforl'ed paciflention of

nuba. In the inamne of himinltl , n thlielnamie of civillnation, in behalf of endanger-
ed Ameriaenn interests, which givh'e isl thl
right end the duty to ipeak and act, the war
In Cuba must stop."

ACTIVE INTEIPVENTIOX.
1-

1- In view f all this the congress was asked
1- to authorize and empower the preshle n to

1- take measures to secure a ftll and final
r termination of hostillitles between Sflpan
n and11 the people of Cuba, and to seuire in

I- the Island the establis)hment ol f a stable

i, and observing its Internatlonnl obilgaitong ,
SInslurlIng peace and tranquIlIty and the se-f curlty of Its citizens as well as our own.

Sand for the accompllshlnent of those endsl

Sto onse the military and1 naval forces of the

, United States as milght be necessary wIth
-added authority to continue generous re-n Ilef to the starving people of Cuia.

e The response of the congress, after nIne
5 days of earnest delIberation, during whiuh
s the almost unanimous sentiment of your111ody was expressed upon every pohnt save

as to the expediency of eouplIng the pro-Y posed action with a formal recognition of
d the hepublcl of Cuba as the trne and lawful

government of that Island-a prolfosilloti
which failed of adontion-the conglress, at.
ter conference, on the 19th of April, by aI- vote of 42 to 35 In the senate and 311 to 6

QIn the houe s of representativern, passed the
I memorable joint resolttlon declaring:1- "First- Thast the people of ths Island of
Cuba are and of right ought to be free and

r Independent.
* "Becond--T at It la the duty of the Uniteda States to d~mand and the government of

K the United States does hereby demand fhat
Sthe government of Spain at once relinqulsh i

Its authority and government In the Island I
of Cuba and withdraw Its lantd 3and naval

- forces from Cuba and Cuban waters.

S "Third-That the president of the United I
States be and Is hereby directed and em-

Spowered to use the entire land and naval3, forces of the United States and to call into

- the active service of the United States, the
I militia of the several states to the extent.as may be necessary to carry the resolu- ISlon, Into effect.

n "Fourth-That the United States hereby I
- disclaims any disposition or Intention to
- exercise sovereignty, jurIsdletion or con-

- trol over said Island except for the pacificae
tlon thereof and asserts Its determlnatIon
when that Is accomplshed to leave the
government and control of the island to it

This resoluton was approved by the ex.-
- ecttlve on the 20th of April. A copy was atonce ecommunleated the SpanIsh mIlaster at

thIs capIltal who forthwIth announced that
his continuance In Washington had there-
by become Impossible and asked for his
passports, which were given him. He
thereupon withdrew from Washington, a
leaving the protection of Spanish Interests EI in the United States to the Prench ambas-
a sadOr and the Austro.-ungarian minister. ,
-Simultaneously with Its communieation to

I the Spa:ulsh minister, Gen. Woodford, the
1 American minister at Madrid, was tele- *

graped conflrmatlon of the text of the joInt
iesolution, and directed to communlcate it
to the government of Spain, with the for. r
mal demand that It at once relInquish its a
I authority antd govtnment In the Island of t
C(uba and withdraw Its forces there, coup- U

lin this demand with announcements of 0
the intentions of thli .govelnment he to the rfuture of the island in conformity with the d
fourth clafse of the resolution and Iving IoSpain fatil noon o. April 23, to reply.

adThat d,,nd, although as shove shown II was offictal;y made known to the Spanlsh 0
enyoy here was not delivered at Madrid. Af. I
tee the instiuction reached Gen. WoodfordI on the morling of April II but before he i_
could present It, the pilnlsh mlnluter of e
state, unoflie4 him tb-at upon the Jresldent's (1

approval of the resolutions the Madrid goy-ernment regfird~d the aet as "eault ~
to a Oeclaration at vawt, h 0d Ordere it- a

ll llnI •ter In WnsRltingti n 1i vltlilrlltiW.r. Ith reby blrokhii n fl dlplonttitih rnlehlolns

I h i t rlit' rn th e t w o cl i I t'll tll l r it it In i'a 'l i Imt g ti ll
t li nl, l c 'ilnln iirllntli . I I 11.i i 'i t l l ri

lph r tlve, l g ivnrtlllllnll t IP1 l:e ll Wl o l' f ld IIIl

I 
t

lil,,.! :ralrulr lie Htin s iI til )'.

TIIIE liI:i'i,\ll\.\T''lti ill' \\VAIt.

l Spalin I hitlg ithis ihliiI l lli t ilhr lnit nl of
t i ir I' ll i rd •S itt ,s a nd inl in uti u id thl il r l2hi
t•us hIl it d lur tw's .i lht r p' l r liu' t inl hi'lthuri il
ty thli rntl nl n wtli ll l ltn t liii' u rlr ili i ,'liti
I t ' ll ll ll o f ll' it 1 11 1111 i " hiu { l t l ii i ' 'ii
Ili• l I'irlu s i'4t'. I II A ' ril 'u. I riu. li 'e d nI
hlultllu lif th iii unt'lh i, tlii ofi I'ulllu, Iii

f 'hllliltg A tills ll 2 su t lhl hI'i n t lii't ti' ll i rli ruy

itiuns lllllt Ittlh:ni Ilouui lii i tli h h , rl of f'l, t
fu gullla I I tu l ihe ii s uth ilil st of t 'll t ; Iitrl inl

lthli : 1"r 'd I 'ull hul fu r \ it ul uh ne 'rs Il i r' t i' ell
hl II purpslIl 'll ll ' II I'rs lt' i lloitt. Ily liIy

I r't liss•I l of Alii pril the I grsill sl its in -
firtli i of Isth silt u l t ied d I r!•uti ltlinenul

I ' f iul'r l d lW rnA lit ll of hl \ ' I s.i'll' l ' oi f 1.
<lit'l Iflit w lr t tlt 'i'lh l ii' 'hl I' ' istl Slllltlli s andl

I l lu ll . 'i. u lT h rll•n ,ss • ri~ ' l' i l y ellll 'il nl l
Itie linlu t nut v Il n i't .r lit tnrI l "tletl

iti- i tt.io, u ll' r ing ' t lh l liii lst 5',ll of such warll -
front fd hliln ' llili'Ng ih 'I'1t uln ilf :\pril
iand rI el l t'le hli ' rl'aIt ' l uh t t f Ih' r' t .ii ultit
Ihtli of .\' prIll i i iig ' tling I r' pl IsllIh nt to

r ilt" that ' n t lll s itr s il. Ihtil 'lis ilth tiol ,
of tIh btis llu'snh of n:11" ns nfirt's: ti t ls

Irnn lnils it lith it'lh th is I tll Sitittis
tnnif ninr t 'lr six l itis tl \ huII t InI, tl'lthir tIn 1

'ii liltr t 'rl h gut th ~ sIt.hi l is cu, I rl tllll t htls2 ii'onvt'rll l hl r Ighllhg s Ill; c v i:,ie t 'olllI 'fr Ii1
tIrI' ''li itt utters aftred dIrg ig t ie t I .

I p l'arln iltonls f ' n u't lr llt' y, ,ilnnh after its
ll' t tnothpsv. It is il unl inng Ihr least

grelt fIting wlhingsl of the ostruggle tto
tIhn, llgalr tns wof nlro ri'litl y iw ru' Inirio
inily dis•lltrg d i iii .tll, flIen unldl r dhll-
ui'll, tnd illiffllt enit clir i.s•in it, s..
S In fl rlth r fuilillia l l'nt oi f itnttrn tliniil du-
ty, I Isula l l. ,\ll rll 21. a rl 'citlni tilloln an-
n uncllt'rigl itR Ihn itrulent lic e d nll l or Ien'i linrdle d to v2n.r is ianl th•r ulll s 'ils toe .

'lorltetl i, s tri hnul I, thile ieli sel ti lif thie
rl lllot I 'l l Ilst lli ti ' Ilh e iunt t of • n-
Ital illgt n u neutrall a uli indeo r irnnly' -
sthug. A s lilar protlis I lii uin iitt as tit lie byi
the Srtl e is h g vllen•lib t. In the V dllltlla '

t of Ihostl liei l ito rillhs of lil t lh ier t titn of
Itris infrcntluing alstntot n fioa rtsirt tero
tIr iv ate inllllg, have ai. e si a nd r li' Ilof
lt't 'rvedl atn thl a tiy ih t ll ie vln, nitlh llh ilaoi
th r was a lparty to Ihillt d tihatlotlin.

T1H'II W Allt I''E1 \ .clt. Iu\ I$s.

toilr country thus anfltIr an interil of half
ot secntury of peilne, with tlll nfiidn l• fe sl

-Itself ingag ed in i l aulh ly cunlithl w ilth to fuo -r e ign eueul}l . 1vry turvn tils strnilnl l In!

uniet the i'net'geny. 'lh, Ilesponsef to Ih

ii fr sub in o12:, volanti t s er ers as i i-
lustnte hiot'h Itolt s was l uoe thie bresult

olfllll the IRl i ptII I het nltilti aeuAtlentsi

t1 of ('l sec •l callr of .uny 2 fore 7ltitu atl-
a lthlitio u vulorlint rsrr. T rnt of the rg-
i inrire any wllre inur•lsd to thb e limits ii'o-
tvilu l y h Ier ate of April ;11. lhls tnlil st1'
fute of the navy t on the Inlh idlay of Au-
S gut. l n it h e nd its otlAtil nui . lnul-
I ierei 24.121 turn tutllu uiilrl ntlirs. hut,'
hlliglireahd oi three Vessels w 'ei e s lled t lIto the

i uoty by lpurchs ', s IIons prTsl•eied to
ntIher govsbrline tll, lone l I'nslul t fo lll

Svssels of the l t llertll Ialll Na ig tlloll
! 'nilinpa y, tlhe St. ILouis, St. 1'ni, tNew
\'l anlul Illrls ar chartr. Il n ot' hborl-

Stion to these, ie rieveue cuttllers alni Ighl

r house lteindlrs wer surn over to u tlhe navy

atI prlflti der icllllle of thpilt' riyt dficllt
tt dp ortmant charaer.nn itsporarly a pert

of the axiliary uivy,
The ItunxhuiniU cflT cthve fighting force of

I he navy duirig e te war, separated inlo
illst•ns, oaf as follows:

lour battlest i the e anoie first cnlas,; one
IIIttlhship of the slconld ias ; twoI arlior-
i d andisors; six icost defensere onitors; one

Ilboats; ll l e lyninite iern lselr; elhven lor-

eI pdo boats) fueolren old v esels of the old
u navy, inciuding monitors. Auxlntiry ntoy:
Aux pillnry cruisers 2; converhetd ynchts 27;

Sconverted liuge 19r; convertled colirs 1i,;

a revelle cluter the; four lighthlouse tenders
and It) miscelltuneons vessels.

t Much alarm was ifelt along our entire At-
-tic seabon d lest somue attack might be
i made by the euenmy. Every precaution wisv

t tiken to prevent possible Injury to our
Sgreat cities lying alolng the colast. Tempo

I rary garrisons were provided, drawn from
-the state militia; inflantry land light hat-

rteales were drawn froe the volunteer force,

f Alout T12,heM troops wecre thus ewtployed.
Theli cist slginal serv'ice was estlilllshied
for obser'ing the pilproach of al eei wy'ts
ship to the Cist of Ihue United ltates and
Sthe life saving and lighthouse servt ices co-
operated which eaiable the navy depart-
linde to have all porater s of the Atlantic
coast from Maoine to elnxas onder observa-

tions. The auxiliary cavy its created wn
iler the authority ol congress and was of-
iohered and manned by the lt oal nuillti of

t the several stat es. This orgniatlon p-

trolledhe c performe the amy and eduty
hof a seconld arm of defense.
Under the direction of the chief of engi-

eairs sbmnartne eines were plafed at the-
iost exposed points. Before the outbreak
of the war perlaentit inaing spe ents
and rable lo allerles had beed eou s ructed

ledo oaerdal was .not o bl e found hi tohe

imsarket n axd d to bhe specialy menlufac
tured. Under dte of Aprll li, distrhet of-

o liters were direced o take l preliminary
mlyeastaren for the atsachlng and layrng of

idhen to the enables and oe April m 2, tele-
egraphic orders were nlsled no pla e the

soatled ines in positioneal The aggregate
Iuimber of mines porlacedi was 1,l at the

ilia. lpreparations gere anlo made for the
planthig of mnines at certain other harbors
out owng to the early destruction of the
Spanish beet these min hes were not placed.
The signal corps was promptly organizei
and performned service of the moust diicult
and Important character. Its operations
durhng the war covered the electrical cou
nectlnn of all coast fortlithations, the et-

facllities for the camps at Manila. Eilti-
ed 800 reies of line at ten great camps,
thimu facilating minllltry movteIents from
those points in a manner heretofore uu-

known in military adiiiulstraton. Fled

cuisagini saud tsignifleant result, showlill

T i vas1 t rrll h r. 1 11 1 h 1111(? t

As 0oo 8lIt we t o1 i iii pto.•' 5iotl of

('0tt :I ;1111 havl pl1:t ' fit,' d thl' i tsland, i 1I

f \\Vil 1h1 n,('s:l l'y to give a id a'nd d,,',-:1 ion to i lts l ,('(op1 to f'ormlllll '1 g( l'rnm nt

"I oftiii e t s l\'0s. It s'-:ItUtthl be s utt t ik:ll(t' n

S at the oari l •st i mr('ilt e(rsil•t: nt with
safoty ntall ,sstIr d st l ''s . It is I II-

,1 htaifth " t ar r ai tions wv lli ltho('

n o( :ll' shaIIll he of 1h,.' tm •s. frihtlly
m "halr:eto andl our r(inin 1'x11:11 reiationl..

I clo1 se itnd r,'oriprom ll. it sh lid i , 1 o((llr

dtiyd It • assist in iion ' iry pro(lt r \a N i Itl
II t hl ( n i ht wnp s g e\': ii' pln s of tl id'l:Inl,

a( 'tl lln:'t"lr 'O tih llt ll itry of lthe ( lntlt ,
lll a l assist hie ei tin foil' l 'a goVi'lnIIn'lli

Irt llus rle lizincg tit h' aspiraiouns of
it the ('ullna l 10 1,h.

S ipalish rlle't'l ist hr Ie rop i:) itd by a

11 . olt II (Intollle h rt a h intlllll ' tt\'o I' -IIt c ,i lat er t,'d by I leht'n tl'p of n('hb,,

1i Iallh o of pb rformi'g all inIotl tionllit

i- atntinns ant d chutet shill oyen; Ilrage
Sthrift, industry and i lrtsItr i l y, and

Iof the inhahilants, whatever may hive
i en tlhoir rIntions n the paist. N('Ithor

. revenge llor passloi should have lll pl(l'
Iin thel new governnment. Until there is

,mlplhte tran qulity in the lusland and
-na ahle governmlnnt innaugura(t(d mili-

etary ncclpatilon will be conlltnued.
to
1 IN'I'I,'itNATiI)NAI, Hl I .;IATII)1NS.

lith the extceptdn th e Atac rup t inr

Wih i .h e iinterour s oa f iltd iinl-
' tod States with the great family of uan-

lions ,has ehon marked with cordiality
i'arnd the (cti of the eventful yetr tfinl

mo lt of the li•ues Ilat norcessarliy ais'
In tIhe complex relations of sovereign
st ates adjusted or presentlahg nro seriousl

If obtacle Io a Just and honorable solul-
Setliony n lae by ana coagreemL i-t A long unstthed dispute as to the ex-

in teled oundary between the Ar'gent int

nt lrepulic and s hile h. sretching alongI he A nlden y reestg from the touhtherSha rder of the Ataeama desert to hin-

-gollan stranIs, nrnrly a d third of the
'hlength of the Soullth lAmerican ('(oll-

lonles, asreumnedab a to stage in thd

early part of the year and afforded tothis goveyrnment ctrnason to express the

Shope tha the resort to arbitration, nal-Sready conemplated by existing con-
1t ventions betveen the parties, might

prevail, despite the grave dth th ulths
y arising in its application, I am happy

to dey hat ad rrangemeUts to this end
I thave ieen perfected, the questions ofSfact upon which the respective comtnis-sitners were unable ao agree, being in

the course of reference to her Britannic

r-n majesty for determination. A residual

difference, touching the northern boun-dary line across the Atacama desert,I adequate adjustment, bids fair to besettled In like manner by a Joint com-Smission, upon which the United States1minister at Buenos Ayres has been in-vited to serve as umpire In the last re-sort.
Ir CABLE TREATIES.

i I haver found occasion to approach theI. Argentine government with a view to
removing differences of rate charges
Simposed upon the cables of an Amer-

Scan corporation inby the transmission be-
'tween Buenos Ayres and the cities of. Uruguay and Brazil of through messa-

c ges passing from and to the United

it Uruguay and Brazil to foreign compan-
'les, there is strong hope that a good

Understanding will be reached and that r
I- the important channels of commercial

Scommunication between the United
, States and the Atlantic cities of South I
d America may be freed from an almostr- prohibitory discrimination. In this re-

? lation I may be permitted to express
r- my sense of the fitness of an Interna- I
, tional agreement whereby the Inter-

Schange of messages over connecting I
e cables may be regulated on a fair basis

e of uniformity. The world has seen th
Dpostal system developed from a con-

e geres independent and exclusive ser-I, vice into a well ordered unaion, of which
Sall countries found the manifold ben-

Sefits. It would be strange were the na.
Stions not in time brought to realize that
modern civilization, which owes soSmuch of its progress to the annihilla-

c tion of time by the electrical force, de-

Smands that this all important means of
, pommunlcation, a heritage of all people,be administered and rdtgulated in their

common behalf. A step In this direc-
tion was taken when the international

Sconvention of 1884, for the protection of
submarine cables, was signed, and the 1
day is, I trust, not far distant, when
Sthis medium for the transmlssion of o

I thought from land to land may be isbrought within the domain of interna- it
- tlonal concert as completely as in the a

Smaterial carriage of commerce and cor- brespondence upon the face of the wa- ti
ters that divide them.

I RELATIONS WITH CENTRAL b
AMERICA.

The events in Central America de- a
serve more than passing mention. A rt
menacing rupture between Costa Rica g
and Nicaragua was happily composed ft
by the signature of an agreement at an
convention between tha parties, with ct
the concurrence of the Guatemalan
representative as a mediator; the act
being negotiated and signed on board *
the United States steamer Alert,/then
lying in Central American waters. It
is believed that the good offie. of our b
envoy and commander of that vessel
contributed toWard this gratifying out-
oome. e

In my last anual message the sttua-
tion was. presented, with respect to the e
diplomatic representations of this gov.
ernmnent in Central America, areated
by the assooiation of Nioaragua, Hon-
duras and SalVador, under the title of
the Greater Republic of Central Amer-
Ica, and the delegation of their inter- a
national functions to the diet thereof. o
While the, representa tive oharacter- of e

t il,' l(' i ('1 ( 1 )14 t ii, ogni'l i ' blln.,ll, viI'4 'll e

i '41 o :111 14 l it h1i I:4ll4l''1 , gt t i,+1 1•44.rll \

myinllill 4i; n114 I1, i'ra ill bh Iluli no g;itsII a;n.I h ia I llt( envoy ' l it y d g nli\glll xo nutt•

1II'll llill' ll 444\'I 1
4  

44•tI i :I', 1lh11 i11'. 1 4'4iaInn's to consuls 'nitimisston! d undet

f its authority, 1 th.• t W ,'l4lrcoll nit i• n :h14 1 1 e, llulal l , .ie .b "y the lllstinl't ul l'rst;nd il'<

It th ' I'tlit"d l + 14', i l' itait :d li h,ll y utho

1hlf I l lull. I I l:iii ' lif f t'he.
I'hii s pri o is was ''lrlt h4 4 Iiasr ,' m1h a.'l i''lll': t ifhl4\\ .'1 1t .ll \ i'1111ili' i v4 lul(

Sit ll itllIst 114 acs, lvali• l i.• \ ii\\' l I itr, 'l, l 'gatS I nt Il a It i rt\,l l ll, lh ' •1 ltissione

1,Ir 1 ai z' ilrl, p tr f i lig• n i r l, n hilr1 1pa 1(mi4 i-tllr'i la 4lio 4 . 4 I4 n this l i ha'o f theirrItilis to s10411 heroal re14'ubili'< ;1 th ain ge

iizedi, 1'y tht,1 IxI ll ivi, n 'o r inll itdld by
(' '' tiV iss; thus l eaviiirg nl ,' it lr (ua .
\v s I l 'll''ldi d asl h,11 rlrll'o fo r slie arte-

oly iin g the sl ties ofIh Ih' trlb n i Ioeput-.

II nIt a party ,to tio rn tllllmp'' t: whie ouir
''lii,'t' envoy \"ts si• llahrly ar 'erlr itae

" ti the tinlioin slated as II'nl iTd a , a lnd

non-l tllon sta led as (lnitnltalt . 'The
Tl' l'esrll hl's fhon thou e f re'lain I'on of

nl'red ntials only ito the p rsi• nll t of
I ('1sla Ricn( , the outhr having lolen re-

-(eived biy the gov!ernmetlnlt of (uate,

vtthse quently the Ihr, ass1 oninted re
1'uillh1•s entered itul negotiationills for
making the sl •'s fo reastl in lthe orig-
itnl (ntlu llu't. A lnveti of he o their

dl4e114's fla'nled fir Ih41m 1' federal

Sofsti iothliot under the ncnto of theITlitel Stalne of (','ntiral Ame ri, lanl
provide' d fu eit nll'al fedleral g•'vernll.
4e1 t a nR i tl e Irgis• tion eld re. o tl rt flh
iun by the reonsilmul staties 1f the first
of Novemi r last was fixed f"or the new
system to go into opertiliftl. W ithin a
fa'w weeks thlorenfter, the plan wtag

s \erely tested ty revelutionary move.
m nts lrising, with a .onsequent.de.S nilltlld fur lliy of ai n tion n the part

eof Nth miliary powgu er of the federal
Sstates to sapl'ress thei. TTInder this
strain (hi' new union seems to have
Sbeew t wakeih d lhrough the withdra wal
of its mnde importeant members. Thlt .

Sof the installation of the federation and
-has maintained an attitude of itnd ly

Sexapectancy, while n no wvise reline

Squisang the position held from the out.

set that the responsibilities of the sevrIoeral states towards us temataned unal*
f tored by their tentative relation among

Sthemselve s.t NICARAGUAN CANAL.

The Nicaraguan anal commiss lon,I under the chairmanship of tear Adi- o
- miral John G. Walker, appointed July

vision in the saundry civil act of June4th of that year, has nearly completed

-its labors, and the results of its ex.

Shaustive inquiry Into the proper routs ,'the feasibility and the cost of construe.
iton of an interoceanih canal by a Nio'

araguan route will lie laid before you. "

mission received all ,possible cou--
tesy and assist ance from the govern
ments of Nicaragua and Costa Rioa,
which thus testified their appreciation
of the Importance of giving a speedy-
and practical outcome to the great pros
ject that has for so many' years en.grossed the attention of the respective
I countrkies.

As the scope of the recent inquiry
embraced the whole subject, with the "
aim of making plans and surveys for aI canal by the 'most convenient route, it

t necessarily included a review of the re* -4I sults of previous surveys and plan,I and in particular those adopted by the

Maritime Canal company under itsl e 'ti
SIslting concessions from Nicaragua andCosta Rica, so that to this extent those
g rants necesarily held an essential part -
In the deliberations and conclusions o!
the canal commission as they ha ve'
held and must needs hold in the discus-
sion of the matter by congress. Ulnder ,
these circumstances and in view of 
overtures made to the governments of "

Nicaragua and Costa Rica by other
parties for a new canal concesasion, pro .
dicated on the assumed approaching i
lapse of the present contracts of the,•i
Maritime Canal company with thos,
states, I have not hesitated to expreI S
my conviction that considerations of
expediency and international policy a-
between the several governments intert
ested in the construction and control
of an interoceanic canal by this route
requir the senalitainance of the statUls
quo until the canal commission shall.,i '

have reported and the United StateS
congress shall have had the opportun-
Ity to pass finally upon the whole emat•s~
ter during the present session, 'with
out prejudice by reason of any change
in the existing conditons. Neverthele ss,
it appears that the government of Ni*
aragua, as one of its last sovereign acts
before merging its powers in those of.
the newly formed United States of Ceni
tral America, has granted an optional
concession to another association, to
become effective on the expiration of *

the present tgrant. It does not appear
what surveys have been made or what
route is proposed under this contingent
grant, so that an examination of the
feasibility of its plans is necessarily
not embraced in the report of the canal -
commission.

All these circumstances suggest the
urgency 'of some definite action by
congress at this seslsion if the labors of
the past are to be utilised and the link-
Ing of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans
by a prectical water-way Is to be real
ied. That the construction of such aI
maritime highway is now mo'e than
ever Indispensable to that intimate and
ready Inter-communication between out '
eastern and western seaboards, de-
manded by the annexation of the Ha-
waiian islands and the prospective ex-
panalon of our influence and commerce
in the Pacific, and that our national
policy now snore imperatively than ever
calld ,for its control by this government,
are propositions which I doubt riot the
congress will dutl aWDDreaIht. uA wia.
ly act iwdn. -


