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AN INTERESTING DISCOURSE DELIVEREI
BY THE ABLE DIV ING
Subfect: “Tight in Darkness"—A s

ennrae That Wi Be Comforting to the

KBlek and Helpless=Shut in Foran All-

Wihae Purpose,

MTier: “The Lordshut him in,"=—Gonesis
vil., 16

Cosmogony
ehapter thoen theon
eataatrophe of Lhe L tho mpbiopa
onr world in time of Nonh, the {lrst &
earpenter,  Many of the nalions w!
saw a Lible have o o
floodd story, G

ling no mora  inkeres
_L.||n-il,. 0

Duealion wos the Nonh; Hay i Hol
story, Now i oy Had
Nood atory, Ameriean Indian )

wll of which neeounta ngeen in the famoer
sloin of the continents undor aniversal
ralng, and thot there was o ship Mot inge,
with aaeloct fow of the hooman Taodly ail
with specimans of zoologival and ornitlio-

logleal and reptiiinn worlda, aithong
aould have wished that thean last hind ooy
shut ont of the ark and deowned

All of shean ool stories represent tho
phip thus aflant ns finnlly stronded on o
mountadn top,  Hagh Miller, in Wis 4 Test]-
mony of the Boeka,” thinks that all thesns
Nood atorles were inflem teaditions of
Biblteal nocound and I believe him,  "Iho
worst thing nhoug that great froahot was
that It strock Noah's Gronl Bastorn from
ahove and beneath, The seng brokes the
ehaln of shells and ceystal nnd rolled over
the lnnd, nnd tha heavons oponed thogr
elonds for talling columng of walor whin

iy

ronrod and thondered on (he ronf of

great ship for o month nnd ten daya,
Thoero was ona door to the alifp, lut thero
worn thren parts do thadeor, one part o
anch of throo storkes,  Tha Bibin nee Hiht
anys nothing about parts of Lthe door -
langlng to two of the stoeios, nold T 4o
not know on which flone Nooh and i
Inmily voyaged, bat my text tolla gs
the part of the door of thal pavtientar 11 v
on which Nonh staysd was elozod after ho
had entorod, "The Lord shat him (0" 4o

there aee many people now o the worll
who are as thoroughly shat 1o, some Ly
alokness, somn by ol age, somn by apoeial
duties that will not allow them to go forh,
somo gurrounded by deluges ol misfor.
tuna and trouble, and for them my symon
thias aro neansed, und feom them 1 ofien
racaive mesanges, nnid Lhis evrmon, whiol
hopa llmr do gaod to others, is morn ey
poacially tntondad Mg thom,  Toaduy T nd
droas theahnt o, ““The Loed shl i in,
Tha world hns no statistioa as to the
numhor of invallds,  Tho phivsiolnng know
something aboul ft, and the apotheenrios
and the pastors, but who enn tell ua the
number of blind eyes, nnd denl enrs, il
dlgnased lungs, and congested lvers, anl
Jangled nerves, and pourpleio tomples, anid
rheumatio foot, or how many took no fool
this mornlug beeause they Lnd no appetite
to ent, or digeative organs to nesimilnte, or
have lungs #o delleate they eannot go
forth when the wind lsin the east, or thaes
fa a dampness on the ground or puvement
becanse of the frost coming ont? Tt wonld
ba ensy to count the peoplo who every day
gu through a street, or the numbor of
assengers eareiod by o ralleond sompany
n o year, or the number of those who 1roas
the ocean In ehips, but who ann glveusthe
statlsties of the gront multitudes who are
shat in? T onll the attention of all such to
thelr superlor opportunitios of dolng good,
Those of us who dre well and ean see
clearly, and hear distinetly, and partnko
of ool of all sorta, and Yuestlons of diges-
tlon naver occnr to us, and wo ean wade
the snowbanks and take wn equines In our
fages, and ondure the thormomoter at zoro,
and every broath of nie is a tonie and
stimulug, nnd sound sleap meets us within
five minutes after our head toneches the pil-
low, do not make 80 much of an impression
when we talk about the congolations of rali-
ffnn. The world says right nway: 1 guess
bat man mistakes buoyaney of nntural
spirits for religion,
about 1t¥  He hins never been tried,'”

What doea he know
Lt

when one good cut and roports to the world |

that that tnorning on his way to business
ho ealled to ses you and found you, after
being kept In your room for two months,
cheerful and hopeful, and that you had not
ono word of complaint, nnd agked all about
everybody, and rejoleed in the suecess
of your ﬂllnlnnun Iriends, although your
own business had almost come to n stand-
st through your absence [rom stors or
offlea or shop, and that you sent yout love
to all your old friends, and told them that
it you did not meet them agnin in Lhils
world fDlI hoped to meet thom in dominions
saraphio, with a quiet word of advice from
you to the mun who earried tiho messnge
about the lmportance of his not neglecting
his own soul, but through Christ seoking
something better than this world conld
glve ilm—why, all the business men in the
sounting room say: “(iood! Now, that is
religlonl"  And the elorks got hold of thy
atory and talk (t over, sothat the welgher
and sooper and hackman standing on the
dooratep say: *That (s splondid!  Now,
that is what I eall religion!

No doubt while on thgt voyage Noah
and bis three sons and all the four ladies
ol the antediluvian world often thought of
the bright hillaldes and the green fleids
where they had walked and of the homes
where they had lved. They had ad many
yoars of experlences. Noah was 800 yenrs
old at the timeof this convulalon of pature,
He had seen 0600 springtimes, 600 summers,
000 autamns, 600 winters, Wo are not
told how old his wife was at this wreek
of parth and sky. The Bible tells the nge
ola Er»u: many men, but only once gives a
Womhn's age, Al one time 1t gives Adam’s
ago as 130 years and Jared's age as 162
yeara and Enoch’s nge as 366 years, and all
up and down the Bible it gives the age of
men, but does not glve the age of women,

liy? Because, I suppose, n woman's age
18 none of our business, But all the men
and women that tossed in that orlontal
eraft had lived long enough o remem-

# great many of the mercies and
kindnosses of God, and they could not
blot out, and I think they had no dlsposi-
tlonto blot vut, the memotry of those bright-
Desses, though now they woers shut fin,
Noither should tho shat in of our time for-
_g::_;he blessings of the past., Have you

blind for ten years?t Thank God for
the timo when you saw as clearly ns any of
s can see nur.lylnt tho pageant of all tha

. fadlant landsenpes and illumined skies

Whish you ever looked upon kindle your
rapturons gratitude, I do notses Raphasl’s

- “Madonna di Ban Stsco” In the ploture gal-

lery of Dresden, nor Rubens' “Descent
tom the Oross’’ at Antwerp, nor Michaol
Angelo's “Last Judgment' on the ceiling of
the Vatlean nor St. Hophls at Constan-
nor the  Parthenon on the
Acropolls, nor the Taj Mabal of Indig,

‘but ghall I not thank God that 1 have

#een themf? Is 1t possiblo that sueh

‘midnight darkness shall ever blast my

Vision that I eannot call them up again?
Again, notlea that during that forty

.Idlj's. o storm which roeked that ship on

hut ustversnl oesan of Noah's time the
041 which shut the eaptain of the ship tn-
de the craft kept bim from many ont-
erila, How those  wWrathlful seas
ke to have got theic wet hands on
Noal and pulled bim out and sunk him!

3

1| shut In wxperiones of those gy

| noehoen Inalde tha ark as hadiy off s

| pecial temptations whors v
how mueh of the outsfde style of timn i
tion you aseape? Do vou, tho .“,,l_,”'l,l,

| Tnenroneatal tn the siek roam, rentlze thit
ovory houe of the day yon sponl ool

| ont of the window, o’ gazing o

| teulir Beare on the wall, o

| the aloek's ticks mon nre b
by the alluremoents gl nni

| hsingag [

ML oHEN o,

tlaintios ol
! How many forgerion g
ronmited, how many (st funds nr
| swampnd, how many pablie monmys e e
ing misapproprioted, how many hink ru it
| otiea sufTernd] 1t may By, 1 fu very vneon
fortablo for Noal tnaide the nrl, fe
apartmont §s erowdod wod the nie fa vitin o
e St ing of go mueh fman il
G s not hiall ne bl for him
s thongh his were antside the aek,
I8 not an ox, or 6 enmol, or an nntelope, or

proudest King onteids,  Whils you apns on
the pillow or bounge you swill mako no Lo
bargaing, yon will ral into nn Fiesl |n-
voastmonta, you  will avald the m
Ehnt Fhomamnds of o ne good ng you uro
overy day 'making,

Notien ilso thal thers w

Eilona

na o limil Lo thin

anciont morin-
ned, !'-=1|p;||'|~n the forty daya of tho de.
seonding and nprising floods wmd the 150
daya  boforn the passongers conlil g
nahors must have goemal fo thoan ¢ i
preopde in e Dk hoat ko g amallel
“Tandn, raln, rain!® said thn wile of No

SWHLEE nover stop?  Bor for WO s
thoy looked ont and wnw not one patob of
biun  afy, Fioating  around amil  the
peaka of mountaing Ghem and Tam and
Juphel hadto el the foars of helr wives
lest thay shonhl dash againat the prajeet-

Ing rocks,  But after awhilo it elonred off,
Hunahine, glorions sunshinel  The as-
eending  mists  wore folde ]l up  into
clowde,  which  instend  of  darken-
fng the  sky only  ornamented it
As they lookod out of thae windows these
worn pisgengers elanpod their handa and
rejolecd that the “storm was over, and [

Elednde §F Cioid eon i stopsuch a alarm  as
Lhat Fe conld stop any starm tn yonr Hie-
time exporionce, It Hoean conteal n vil-
tire dn mldsky, He ean stop o summor bat
that Mos in b your window, At the right
time 1o will put the rainhow on the cloud
and tho deluge of vour misfortunes will
Ary un,
vty rebinl and disentlhirallmen,
the right time the pain

A
wlll consn, tho

and mind and sonl will ba fron,

Notioo nleo that on the essaation of tho
delngn the shat fns enmo out, and they
budlt thete howana anid eultuesd thelr gnr-
dong anid atarted o now world an the ruing

out, Though Noah Hved 250 yonra nfter
this worldwide neeident and no donbt his
fellow  passengorzs survived  eonturies [
warrant they never got over talking abont
that voynge,  Now I havo aeen Dore's
plotares and many other plotures of the
antranes Into the ark, two and two, of the
hiuman family, and the anlmal crontion
into that shlp which salled hetween two
worlide—antiditnvinn world and the poats
diluvinn world—but I nover saw o et
uro ol thelr coming out; yet thelr eme
barkatlon was not moers important than
their disombarkation. Muny n oraw has
antersd o ship that nover landed,  Wit-
ness the steamor Portland, n few days
ago, with 100 souls on bonrd, golng do yn
with all ita eraw and passengora, Witness
the lina of sunken ships, renenlng like a
submarine eabls ol angulsh neross the
ovenn dopths from Amerien to Burope, 1t
nuy ship might expeat complets wreckags,
the ons Noah commanded milght have ex-
pectad {t, Dut no; those who ambarked
disembnrked,  Over the plank reaching
down the side of the ark tothe Armenlan
oliffs on whieh they had been steanded the
procesalon desconded, No other whaef folt
#o golid or affordod sueh attractiveness as
that helght of Atarat when the eight pas-
sengar put theie feet on it.  And nosooner
had the last one, the invallded wile of
dapheth, besn helped down the plank upon
the rock than the other apartments ol the
ahip wers oponed, and suoh a dush of bled
musle naver illad the air as when the ontire
orchestra of robin redbreast, and morning-
lark, and ehaflneb, nnd mocking bird, and
house swallow took wing Into the hright
sky, while the enttle began to low and the
ahisep to bleat and the horses to nelgh for
the pasturs, whieh from the awful sub-
maorgence had now begun to grow green
and aromatle, [ tell you plainly nothing
lntereats me more In that teagedy (rom the
firat to the last net than the “exit" and the
“oxeunt," than the fuot that the “shut-
Ins'" became tho “got onts.,” And I now
eheer with this story all tho inmates of the
siekrooms and hospitals, and those prisons
where men and women are unjustly endun-
goeoned, nnd all the thousands who are
bounded on the North and South and East
and Weat by floods, by deluges of misfors
tune and digaster, The ark o your trou-
ble, If 1t does not land on some earthly
helght of vindiention and reseus, will land
on the heights eslestial,
Dy n strango providence, for which I
shnll be forever gestoful, clreumstancos
with which Tthink you are all famillar, I
have adwmission through the newapaper
pross weale by weak to tens of thousands of
(tod's dear ehildren who cannot euter
churoh vi the Babbath and hear thelr ex-
eellant pastors besanse of the age of the
aufTerers, or their {liness, or thé lameness
of foot, or their ineapacity to atay In one
position an hour aad & half, or thelr
poverties, or their troubles of some sort
will not let them go out ol doors, and to
them a8 much ns to those who henr me [
preach this sermon, as I preash many
of my sormons, the Invisible nudience
nlways vaster than the visible, some of
them tossed on wilder seas than those
that tossed the elght members of Noah's
famlly, and instead of Iortg doys of storm
and five months of belng shut in, as they
were, it hos been with these invalida flve
years of “shut in,” or ten years of '‘shut
In,” or twenty years o “shut in.' Oh,
eomforting God! Help me to comfort thom!
(Hve me twao hands full of salve for thelr
wounds. When we were 100 miles out at
goa, a hureloans struck us, and tho life-
honts wera dashed feam the davits and all
the lights In the cabin wers put out by the
rolling of the ship and the water which
through the broken skylights had poured
in,
And as I now lnd many in hurricanes of
rouble, though I eannot quiet the storm,
ann strike a mateh to light up the dark-
ess, and I strike a matoh, “Whom the
Eurd loveth He chastenoth.” 1 strike an-
other matah, “Weaping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh In the morning.” I

trike another mateh, "We have a High

rlest who ean be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities, and e was in all points
temptod like ns wo are.” Are you old?
One breath of heaven will make you ever-
lastingly young agnin, Haye yon aches
and pains?  Thoey insure Christ’s presenco
and sympathy through the darkest De-
eomber nights, which are ths longest
nights ol the year. Are you bereft?
Hera 13 a resurrected Christ whose
voloo fs full of resurcectionary power,

But do nat think that haaven 18 made up
of anv.dnilfseriminnte populntion. Home of
my frienda are so gonorons in thelr theol-
ogy that they would'let everybody In with-
out referenes to eondition or eharacter,
Do not think that Ubertines or blasphem-

aof the old world that had Beon deownsd |

| nrs amd rojoctors of  Giod

armd s gosnal
v “Jottors of eeadit™ that wiil draw any-
thing from tha banlk of leayon,  Piraem
crafta will nol bo permittod to go i Lhat
hwrbor, I thore aro those whio aa tohenven
arato be Yshot ine'' thers ara thase wiho
will ebong to the “shut onta' Hewsven
hns twelve gates, nnd while those twaelva
ptes imply wide open onteanes for Hhiose
who are propetly propaeed to antor them
they imply that there are ot lonat teolvn
prossibiitios that many  whil be shut out,

beegise a gato s of oo gae anloss il
i somelhmes e closeld, Tlenvon fa ol
an unwashed mob, Show vour tekola op

witlh mot get fntioketa that you mny
ot maoney and without prieo fiek-
with o eross and o erown upaon them,
hannrepontant and the vilo nnd the

Thore |

thae |

|

conrlngs of eavth enter henvon as they
o ek they would deprecinte anid
winarndive I 2o that no one of ua wonlil
; voemberonndd those awho aro thers
Tl |'ri'||I|-:-.|---:[l_-|
fRbonts™ na woll as the it hige,
Pevelatbon sviic, 15, “Withoat arn dogs
il gororses ol remongers  anl
minrdocora and  dolaters nnd  shosoeyog
fveth and maketh a L Theomgh the
converting, pardoning, snanetilying gracn
of Ciodd mity we nd st bo fouml wmong the
slont dns el not waonge the shat onts!

twl Lov v onit,

A Gigantio Flonr Syndiente,
YELS0000.000 Noar trast, whiad inelndes
combination of all the leading mills in
tsgountey, has beon formed,

e —
THE 5PARROW AND THE'TROUT

Comeerning the Bagllah Bird  and

English  Tmported Flah.
The English
nosl unadlractive birde we  aghould

sy the moat unatteactive were it ool

lat pletures of the apteryx amd the
Iodo supgest that 10 s posgible {hat Lhe
wvian family  may contain gpecimens

nore fil-hrod wnd generally disreputa

e in appearance than he, eaye the
{Hhartford Conrant,  Both thess, how
woer, we  helieve pre extinet, having

I preach the dootetne of Tmita- |
just |

hondaga will drop, the imprisoned will o |
Hheratod, the fires will o out, the hody
Patlonea! |

wrished Tike the lehthyosanrmg of “in-

it homeliness, and have been got
wside in the seheme of ovolution ad im
perfect amd  mistaken  coneeptions”
[ The English sparrov, therefore, 1o

o musieal skill

mains the moal U conditioned, disa-
recable-looking aud nnpleasant man-
nered of all the birds, 1t would be un-
fair hhm with SO
wprrow, for he makes no prefensions
amd Tfrankly adiits
that his voiee Is harsh and strident and
it for geoldings, Mekerings and 1nsults
only, but compare him to our famil-
lar “chippy.” The feathers of the Eng-
lish bird—it is not possible, conscien-
tiously, to nse the word “plumage™ in
connection with him—the feathers of
the English bird are of a dull color and
look dirty and faded, his clothes have
never been broshed. His heavy bill,
coarse head, hunched-up shoulders,
pugnacious tail, with two foalhers
pulled out and one turned sidewlae,
suggest that the pronunclation of hls
name, “sparrer,” {s correct, for ke &
professional prize fNghter, he is alwaysd
quarreling out loud and practicing “tha
preliminary  objurgations.”” Compare
all this to our chippy, whose plumnago
I8 neat, but not gaudy, whose form id
the refinement of elegance and whoso
ar and manner are the perfection of
unobtruslve cheerful courtesy, Hig
outline is the perfection of grace and
adjusted proportfon,” Observe him as
he goes systematically through the
woodbine on the piazzn In search of
noxioug insects—how thoroughly and
neatly he works, neither inviting nor
sollciting your observation, There I8
no “lost motion” about the chippy, but
all the movements of the English spar-
row are Jerky and almless as-of some-
thing that has no definite place In the
gcheme of ereation and s working for
one. Much the same contrast holds be-
tween our brook trout and the Im-
ported English trout’ known as the
"brown trout.” Of course all trout are
beautiful, but the English ‘fish 18
chunkier and blunter, the curve of the
back, which in the Ameriean i3 said by
artists to be the most beautiful line
In anlmate nature, I8 flattened slightly
by the increased size of the head, The

to compars our

colors are all toned down and subdued |-

by the slight but all-important degra-
dation which marks the line between
the work of the great colorist and the
successful imitators, In disposition the
English trout is at onece sullen and
voracious, and la an Insatinble canni-
bal, The American trout, it is true, Is
not wholly free from blame In this re-
gard, but he does not devour the young
of hig own race in the wholesale and
promiscuous way that marks the feed-
ing of his English cousin. The con-
trast between the typleal carfcatures
of John Bull and Unele 8am ig not al-
together without justification in fact.
There is a tendency in this country to
produce a allmmer, more active and
elogantly formed animal than the
English prototype. We have no wish
lo lessen the international good feeling
between the two great branches of the
English-speaking people, but we must
say firmly that the pugnaclous and pro-
ereative English sparrow I8 an ugly
looking bird and an unmitigated nui-
sance, without bralns enough to teach
him to go south in winter or breast
snough to make him worth eating,

— e R — -

« But the old colored woman did not
wven look at her tormentor, She bent
ind quietly pleked up her apples,
There was not even an expression of
regentment upon her face, She hent
1ere ‘and stooped there, and when ghe
iad recovered her last apple sho turned
apon the astonished man with a pa-
‘hetie dignity that forced respect, and
ld, In tones of simple kindness:

the

sparrow 18 one of the |
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My Fall and Winter Steck of Fine Goods are Now Ariving
cordially invited to cxamine same,

L employ none hut gkilled workmen and
every garment is properly shrunk hefore
It is made therefore I gunranleo all work,
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