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LONG DELAYED

Woman’s Loyalty Recompensed
After Many Weary Years,

By FRANK H. SWEET.
[Copyright, 199, by American Press Asso-
ciation. ]

8he was just a common, everyday
sort of woman, a woman of the people,
-4 product of poverty and yet a heroine
as noble as ever was immortalized by
poet's pen. Her wasted form was
scarcely hidden by the limp, angular
folds of her scanty culico skirt and the
shawl about her shoulders, Her name
was Mary, and as for her other name—it ]
does not matter. She had hardly dared
to use it for eighteen long years, and
she thought of this as she drew near
the big stores which were filled with
happy Christmas shoppers.

She could just faintly remember that
first sad Christmas thirty years before

__when her father. mother and herself |

were taken to the city pesthouse. She
never saw them after that day, for
when she left @4he hospital she went
away alone, Mary was only six years
old then, and her life seemed to have
begun in her uncle's tenement, where
‘the bealth officer had left her. It was
even then a life of poverty and hunger.
Her uncle was a strange man and be-
‘fore she came had lived all by himself.

When she was a little older he sent

‘ #ier out upon the sireefs to beg and

then cursed her because she was so
timid nnd got so little. She was beg-
ging one night by the Conunon when
she et her first friend, a very kind
young man, who took her hend and
told her she mustn't beg. e took her
down into Ple alley and gave her sup-
per there with the newsboys and prom-
ieed that she should become a news
girl berself next day, which was bet-
ter than begging. “Mary the news girl”
‘they ealled her then.

Her second friend was a new neigh-
_bor's girl, who woved into the same
‘house where she lived. This neigh-

~ bor's girl worked as a “casl’ in a big
~ -store, and when Mary's uncle disap-

peared one night and did net vome
_back the neighbor’s girl lent her a
~dress, found her a place aiso as cash
_girl and persuaded ler mother to take
~the orphan info the family. Then be:

" gan the hest part of Mary’s life. Dora

‘and her mother were honest, if poor,
‘gnd they gave Mary as gond a hpme
as they could for her weager wages.
But the hours of work were long and
weary, with no money for finery and
no time for play. It was scarcely
easier when Mary became a clerk,
~with better pay, but with greater éx-
e for board and decent cinthes,
“old already at seventeen. a

€ girl, when she eame to know

n Haley, who was a janitor in the

1t seemed very strange that

wio was several years older.
should ¢are for her avd should want
her to walk on Sonday after-

but when they knew each other

¢ better and afrer Tom had asked her to’

marry him he sald ihat the reason he
sher was kerause sha was s
1. That did not ciear the mystery

or Mary, but sbe worshiped Tem.
promised to marey him, and vet
d with  rimid  obstinacy  that

o | with the key.

4ud was gomg v buve his rights.
Mary bad locked herself in an inner
rooin, and, although her supposed un-
cle swore that he would have the law
on them all, be finally left the hoose
defealed.

Tom Haley came that Sunday after-
noon, as usuaal, amd when he found
what had happened he was pale with
anger. He and Mary talked the mat-
ter aver with the hopeless enlm of peo-
ple wha are aceustomed to misfortune.
It did not seem impossible that Mary's
uncle might have the law on them. as
he threatened. They could not help
sharing the fear that all the old neigh-
bors Telt for the man. [t seemed to
Tom that the only thing they could do
was to be marrfed at onee. But Mary
would not listen to this proposition.
It wus eighteen years since all this
bad happened, yet it did not take Mary
& moment to remember it all. She had
been wrong. She ought to have lis-
tened to Tom's pleadings, and, omce
married, they might both have escaped
the misery that followed. The faded
woman drew her ragzed shawl cloger
and shivered from something sharper
than the December wind. She was
living it all over again. She had not
dared to leave the house on that Sun-
day long ago, not even to take her ar-
customed walk with Tom: ' Before he
left her lover had promised to protect
her ou her way beme the next night
if she would wait outside until he had
closed the store. That night she had
waited and let Dora go home alone.
When Tom appeared they walked to-
gether down to the Cove distriet, and,
a8 they had feared, Mary's uncle was
walting in the doorway of the tene-
ment. He scowled as they stopped be-
fore him.

“Who is that man?* he demanded of
Mary.

“I am the man she is going to mar-
vy, said Tom. answering for ber
Mary cling to her lover's arm. She
felt a thrill of pride in Tom, followed
by a pameless dread of what mighi
happen to him. Her unele’'s goick an
ger was aroused. He eursed Tom as
a liar and abused Mary in the vilest
way. Suddenly he stopped and. slonch-
ing dowun the steps, sald to Tom: “1f
you are going to marry ber I've got
something to say to yoa first., Moet
me at Jones' place and we will have
it over”

He brushed them as he passed and
disappeured around the corner of the
court  Tom's bands were clinched,
and he would have followed at onee
had not Mary hung so heavily upon
him. 8he was more frightened thanp
before, it was so strange, so unnatural
Tom was eager o go fo the salonm
around the cormer and find out what
her nnele had tn say. He had nothing
to fear, be sald, and would be cight
baek: When he had gone Mary bolted
the door apd sat walting fearfully in
the dark. Then the minutes dragged
more heavily. becavse she rhought it
was time for Tem's return, and she
breathed more freely when she heard
A man’s ftep upon ‘the stairs and »
bold knock upon the door.

Mg that you, Tom?” she said. She
hardly nioticed fhat his voice sound
od  strange when he answered. She
drew the bolt, bat B was her nacle
who put his foot agalost the door and
foreed his way Intn the room. Selzing
the almost paralvzed il by the e,
he held up a bottle which she coubd
just see in the dim Yghi.

“Tt's witriel.! he hissed. "It will
burn like a flame amd ent like a tiger,
Now, come along awd da’t make oy
fuss"™

She dared not resist, bul wen! along
with bim, wordering, with sickening
drend, what fervible thing he had dom-
| to the man she loved.  When they got
into the court by the ficker of a street
lamp they saw Tow coming toward
them.

“Tell him you are going with me and
won't have anything more to do wiil:
him, or T'H give him the acid.” muatlo-
ed her uncle. Mary, hall stupetied
with fesir and wishing to save Toiu
from her uncle's fiendish threat, obey-
ed. She coldly passed Tom by and
told him “not to bother her” then, as
she had important business with her
uncle. : : i
" “Mary, Mary, are you mad?’ Tom
cried, but she walked on, leaving him

L

many times of calling for help, but the

| bottle of lguid fire was still in his-

hand, and she kuew only too well that
would use it. The real terror of
the situation seized her when they
eame to au old wooden rookery that
had once been a mausion, but was now
% and empty. Her uncle opened |
e street door and almost dragged

r up the three flights of old fashion-
ed stairs. “I'll have you safe enough
in & minofe,” he said as he fumbled
It was too much for
Mary's weakened nerves. She lest all
_gense of fear and contrel and, crying,
| “Tom, help! slipped from her uncle's
grasp to the floor.- As the o!d man
bent over her he heard quick steps
coming up the stairs and a volce be
recognized saying, “Yes, Mary, I'm
coming!” Tom had followed them un-
seen to learn just what the mystery

1 of Mary’'s conlness meant and was on

hand to rescue her. But the thought
of the dreadful bottle in her uncle’s
possession aronsed Mary, and, seizing
‘her nnele’s hand, she screamed: “T'm
all pight, Tom!  Go away!”

C What does thls mean?’ asked the
paniing Tom as he burst into the root:
and glared at Mary's uncle. The old
man was eyrsing under his breath and.

‘glearing himself from Mary's grasp,
| sprang savagely toward him.

“The vitrlol, the vitriel!” ‘was ail
" Mar 1t was ail over

bis grasp and threw 1t away. Suaaen-
Iy the old. banisier broke, and with a
zasp of horrer Tom and Mary saw the
old man tépple bendlong heavily to the
floor below,
When

ag slon «

u redches] him there was

. s man’s neck had
been broken, and Tom had just made
sure of This faet puolicemnn
put bis bead in the door and asked In
A gruE velee whar was the wmatter.
Why Tom Haley attempted to escape
e could tell,  Terrified and
dazed, he nade o blind rush for the

ek door, but found hinself in a yard
surreunded by a high fenee with the
policeman at his heels. The hand of
the officer was on his collar. and his
struggles o free bimself were soun
guieted with stinging blows on  his
head.

There were long months in jail until
the indictment was brought agatnst
Tom and more delay before the case
finnlly came to trial

Oh, justice hod heen biind! The re-
volver Tom- had in his pocket he had

when

never

AND FROM THE CHUROHES OF THE CITY
UAME THE PEAL OF BELLS,
oparrawed “for an old man, " us the
lender testified  Jounes said that he had
been to his place “looking for an ol
man" A neighbor had seen Mircy's
cold greeting us she started away with
ner unele and had heard Tow's thiwat
uf vengeance afterward. The police-
wityy had seen Tom eatering the bouse
and bad foumd bim bepding over the

elisaed wan.

All hope had teft Mary’s teart whey
she heard Tom sentenced (o Twenty
vears' imprisonment. Eveu the assur-

yeirs with good conduct on Tom's part
Tailed to brighten ber despair, for that
term secmed alhmost o lifetiioe,  The

{ *hought of the juil haunied her every-

whers=.  and instead of trying 1o get
back into the store whers she- had
worked with Dors she found a pluce as
waliress in a restaarant down by the
market. hul she was recognised even
there, wmd when she found That wmen
vame o see her as a coriosity zhe
woulid not stay. Bhe no longer dared
o be o wiitiies and for vears lived as
dishwasher ju restauranmts aod cheap
hotels.  Phe pay was scarcely enough
tn keep @er alive, yvet she saved a few
cents week by week, never failing in
her hope nod ber trust for Tom. When
his time wius nearly up she was more
feverishly © 1o save, for after all
her hardshing she had buat fittle, scarce-
Iy S200, 5 I these weary vears. "hen
she had o long sickness of typhoid
fever rhat in three menths swept all
ber precionz sdvings away.

- * - = £ - -
.This was her Hrst day out after ber
convalescenes,  She was still very
wenk and without a dollar. But what
did it matter? This was Tom's day
of delivery. She knew the hour when
be was to be set free.

She wanted Tom, and the long defer-
red hope of a happy home seemed a

‘| slight tiaing compared to her great

longing, The great prison which she
knew so well was almost In sight. At

| last she reached the shelter of the

high wall and looked up the | g
way that led to the entrance. Bhe felt
a sudden consciousness of her ragged

‘elothes, of the limp ecalico skirt apd
'of the holes in ber shoes. She would

not disgrace Tom by going inside, but
would walt in the street where no oue
could see her. .

What was she bringing her lover
after all these years? She had neither
youth mor health nor money nor home.
Bhe almost dreaded to see him in the
new clothes that she kmew the state
wonld give bim. He was coming. She
heard his footsteps on the walk, but
she. could not bear to put him to the
test yot and tremblingly crouched by
the great wall

He ecame to the street and looked
about him. How old and gray he
seemed, but how handsome still! De-
jectediy De walked away from whers
she was hiding, failing at first to re:-
ognize her. Her weakness nnd her
longing evercame her apd, huskily cry-
ing “Tom., Tom!" she stagrered out
bafore him. .
“YMtary? he sasped and ran to her
as she was slpking to the pavement
“I worked for you, Tom, Dul was
siek and lost it 21l T have no money
for'our home” tho atld,

Shea was falntine on his chonlder. and
the hiz tears relied fromy his eves and
hig voice ehoked hitr #s Le replied:
HGad Bless von

good for one ke

And PFeny {he

pamethe penl o Tigha

ehi-iz}.’e_s ol iheiztsany 4 ;..

| that ma

falternoon, and the plaits cling to the

wnee that it wonld not be over eightesn

FRIBBLES OF FASHiON.

Vzgaries of the Plaited Skirt—Russian
Blouse Suits.
is 9 arrangement—in
faet, the 1 B
nnd ever riv, IE = this cerentricity
+ the skirts Jdifffcult. And
yer with all these plaits put into gores
the effect at the hem is very narrow.
No pettienat is worn, the skirt is quite
ehort for morning aud quite long for |

regh i

pnkles.

tian bLluuse suit, It is made in one
il two tened offects.

Mufls will be worn this season in the
#veninz. Of course they will not be
the @érdinary winter muffs. They will
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MODISH COSTUME FORK BEMALL GIRL.

be huge creations of chiffon, jace and |
ribbon, very light and filmy.

Belts of leatber or suede are agaio
in vogue. They are about five inches
in depth.

The girl's dress to be seen jo the eut
iz made in jersey style, with a plaited
sRirt, One of the pretty plaid mate-
rials of the senson ig vzed. A sash of
ribbon is an attractive feature of this
very desirable fittle frock.

JUINC CHOLLET.

_This May Manton pattern 13 cut for
girls six, eight. ten and twelve years of
age ' Send 10 cenis Lo this office, giving
number, 07, and it will be promptly for-
warded to you by mail [f in hasie send
an additional two cent stamp for letter
postage, which insures more prompt de-
livery.

IN FASHION'S REALM.
A MNew Sweater For the Motorist.
White Coat Linings Demcde.

The newest swealer or undergar-
menil designed especially for the mo-
torist iz a semifitting sack shape with
a «duple of pockets in the basgue.

A smart felt hat for n young girl is
b # charming shade of pearl gray
wrenthed with o garland of small
fiowers and foliuge, all made of hebe
ribbon intwined with a band of gray
velvel.

A poin! to remember with regard to
the lining of coats is that white lin-
ings are po longer fashionuble. BEither

FAKOY GIRDLES,

the lning is of silk or satin of the
same tint as the coat or a eontrasting
color is used. Banana is the leading
color this winter.

A new 1nake of cashmere with a
more satinlike surface than usual is
worn alike for day and evening dresses,

aAll gorts of fancy girdles are being
worn just now, and the illustratiop
shows a number that are sinart and
in everr way aftractive. No. 1 is
made with @ rounded upper edge, No.
2 with the squure bib effect and No.

3 with the peints that are among the
newest of all things. - aud every
one Is snitable for thin materials, The
girdles are made over fitted fourda-
tions, which are boned to preserve
their shape. JUG CHOLLED,

This May Manten |

for m- 24 f1) = 75 Snd

ure. Band 10 cepds o this
number, 68508, and it Wil e
warded to you b} AT i liaste send
an additional ive = Biamre forjolber
postaze, wWhich i-suves mnvs promot de.
livery

About the uewesi plaiied skirts there |

1 from here, there |;

Diazonal serce belongs to the Rus- | waist.

i FLOTSAM AND JETSAM.

Na More Rabhbit Eared Collars—Mole-
| ckin a Lovely Pzlt For Coats
tieally even alil
high., Tabs and
il
Kin mives eling-
ing I
et
tones blead w
Tume, .
Challie ig back foain o lovely

| gigns which offer dainty eolored relis?
| f'rom the ever present plain white shir

Dotted and striped effects are
| especially adapted for tallored effects.

Buckles have eowe to Lhe back, front
and sides of this season’s hats in forms
that depart from the metal shapes of &
few years ago,

With the new coiffures. which Gave
a flat effect in front, many women are
wearing especially ornamental head-
dresses. Little caps of gold or silver
mesh incrusted with gewels are remi-

A BMART AND PRAOTIOAL HOOD.

niscent of Juliet. Velvet clasped ubn-
der a jeweled buckle is effective on
yvellow or white hair,

Hoods are among the prettiest bhead
coverings that a woman can wear. This
geason they are being much nsed for
the theater and opera as well as mo-
toring. Here is a model that can be
made available for all occasions. Chif-
fon with rosettes of ribbon mukes a
dressy combination, or erepe de chine
heavily lined is practical for motor
weur. JUDIC CHOLLET.

This May Manton pattern cdmes in one
mize only. Send 10 cents, giving number,
6493, and it will be promptly forwarded to
you by mail. If in haste send an addl.
tional two cent stamp [or letter postage
which insures more prompl delivery.

SNAPSHOTS OF FASHION.

All Black Gown Modish This Winter.
Persian Sitks.

The all blick gown will have a con-
spicuous place i the wardrobe this
winter. Different black materials are
used in the same gown, making a very
chic effeet.

Persian silk is artfully used by blouse
mukers a2 a foundation for dark ehifl-
fon. The lovely design of the silk is
elusive in ity eolorings, and its uncer
tainty adds a charm which iz always
striven for by those who shun flagrant
or consplenons tones.

A pretty drapery (hat might be re-
movable if desired adorned a lons
plain skirt of banana chiffon brogt,-

A PASHIONABLE CAPE.

eloth. The drapery consisted of a long
strand of chiffon, the same color as the
gown, bordered with & handsome pat-
tern of colored flowers,

Capes are being much worn. They
are always a comfortable and easy
wrap to slip on and off. The cape il-
Imstrated is made in true military style
with steaight revers for its entirs
length, or it may be buttoned over
in doubie breasted fashion, The arm
openings are at the seam, but many
women prefer the front openings,

JUDIC CHOLLET,

This May Manton pattern i8 cut in
three sizes—small 32 or 34 medium 28 or
33 and large 40 or 4 bLust measure.  Send
10 eents to this efilce. givi ng number, £904,
and 19 cents for the bralding pattera, No.
38, and they will be prompily forwarded
to you by mail, 1f in haste zend an adéi-
tiofal' twa eént stamp far letter nosiage
whirh insures more promot deliverv.

VANITY’S VISIONS.

l.atest Stationary Fad-—Crowns That
Are Popular on Hats.
Tlie monogrant on stationery
has a hormonioas blending of several
colors,

Castor

Intest

shoes of leather and sail-
cloth are su to wanr with dresses
of the same eolor,

The full crown hasaet gone ouf, and
in net or tulle with a wide velvet brim
and ribbon or velvet reses for trim-
ming it i3 extremely pigquant.

An attractive hilack hat has the
crown entirely encireled by a band of
black lynx, and at the side are massed
white ostrich plumes.

The low howl ecrown mushroom
shapes are fregquently made up in fur,
with n sweeping feather at the side-
eanght by a large ernament. One fur-
model is in gray fox, with a silk secarf”
Inn a lovely rose shade folded around it
and an osprey plume of the same rose-
tint thrust through this scarf.

Every variation of the tunic skirt is
fashionable this wintegy and the ope

BEIRT WITH POTNTED TUNIO.

fllustrated is particularly good style.
Boft malerial must be used for the-
tunie skirt; otherwise the effect im
bulky and heavy. The Hounce which
makes the lower part of the skirt is
in circular shape.

JUDIC CHOLLET.

This May Manton pattern is cut in sizes-
from 22 to 32 inches waislL measure. Bend!
10 cents to this office, giving number, 603,
and it will be promptly forwarded to your
by mail. If in haste send an additional
twe cent stamp * letter postage, which:
insures rmore prompt delivery.

JOTTINGS OF FASHION:.

Satin Charmeuse Favorite Materiall
For Evening Gowns.

Satin charmeuse remains the favorite-
fabric for ball and dinner gowns—in.
fact, Tor evening gowns of all deserips.
tions. It = delightful when veiled with.
embroidersd chiffon of a dainty color.

Black velvel trimmed with black silk
braid awd black fur is moch in evis
dence. The skirt is also of black vel-
vet if economy is no object, but face
eloth with n note of velvel repeated on

THE FASHIONABLE PLAID.

it makes a more practival skirt for
walking and looks, too, o little less
showy,

A Tdittle eravat to finish off one of
the new fur hordered WS seen re-
cently was made of strands of chenille
mingled with mink tail

The dresz pictured make
dously smart school T

plaid w plnin The
waist can fier. be lined or unlined
and the skirt muade wiil high waist
line or with a helt ferred.
JUDIC CHOLLET.

5 4 tremen-
rried ont

Thesze May Manton
for the iet” from

In hasie send g
stemp for lefter poot

more prompt deilver,




