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Some of the Many World
- LaughsEvoked by Tongue
" and Pen of America's Pre-
mier Humorist In Fifty
Years of Fun.
ing sojourn in Bermudsa, so

ili that he had to be carried

off the ship to his carriage and roiled
in a wheel chair from carriage to train,
the mews of his serious condition car-
rled smorrow to millions of hearts
throughout the world—the hearts of
those who for many years have laugh-
ed with but never at this “fellow of
Infinite jest.”

“It’s tough, §sn't it?" was all be said
to the newspaper men who awaited
him at the pier. [Ie referred to his
{flness, and verily il was tough to see
him so enfeebled, not eveu able te
smoke his favorite cigar. [t Is remem-
bered that when he left for Bermuda
shortly after the sudden death of his
daughter Jean last Christmas eve he
took n cigar from his pocket and re-
marked to & reporter:

“The only friend I have left,”

There was more pathos in this re-
mark than truth, Probably no man in
the history of the world has had so
many friends as Mark Twain. Mil-
Hons who never saw him, never looked

By ROBERTUS LOVE.

HEN Mark Twain returned
from s winter's health seek-

He Explains Why He Is
Greater Than Washington
and Tells the Amazing
Contents of the Practical
Joker's Head.

Mark Twain's only scholastic edwo-
cation was acquired at the village
schoo! in Hannibal, Mo, the place
where he grew up. Nevertheless he
recelved in later life three doctoral
degrees—one from Yale, one from
the Unliversity of Missourl and one
from Oxford, in England,

“Who would have supposed,” he
said, “that 1 needed o much doctor-
ing?”

Hannibal seems to have been, like
many other towns, a matter of faet
place when the youth who had left
there as Sawm Clemens returned a
few years later as Mark Twaln and
delivered a lecture in RBrittingham
hail, on the east side of the public
square. It was in 1869, not long after
his story of “The Jumping Frog of Cal-
averas” bad started him on the path
of fame. In Hasnlbal Hved John Stave-
1y, to whom a primrose by the river's
brim was & yellow primrose, and noth-
ing more. Stavely attended the lec-
ture. Holliday's bill' was about the
biggest thing around Hannibal in the
boyhood of the humorist. 0ld John
Lennox, who drove a dray drawn by
&n ancient mule, had the londest voice
known to the townsfolk. When Mark

velee he recognized at once, disclosed
kis identity as the one who kad called
him up

“Is that you, doetor?” asked the hu-
morist imnocently. *1 didn’t hear what
you safd. My butler has been at the
phione, and he said he couldn't under-
stand vou."

Mr. Clemens always enjoyed a joke
at the expense of one of his clergy
friends. The Hev. Dr. Doane, later &
bishop, was rector of an Episcopal
church in Hartford. (lemens, after
listening to one of his sermons, said
to the preacher:

“l bave enjoyed your sermon this
morning, for I welcomed it as I would
an old friend. I have s book in my
library which contains every word of
L

“Impossible!” exclaimed the minister
indignantly.

“It i3 true nevertheless.”

“Then; sir, I shall trouble you to
send me that book.”

Next day Dr. Doane received, with
Mark Twain's compliments, a diction-
ary.

As an Art Critie.

The late H. H. Rogers, a special
friend of the humorist. was something
of an art connoisseur. Once he show-
ed Mr. Clemens at his home a beauti-
ful marble bust—a young woman coil-
ing her bair—and asked what bhe
thought of it. The vigitor glanced at
it and said:

“It isn’t irue to nature.”

“Why not?' seked the host.

“Because her mouth 18 not full of
halrpins.” snid Mark Twain.

Here's another Twalniem that sticks:
“Honesty is the best policy. 1 know,
for I have tried both.”

As the original chronieler of this jest
said, there are persons on earth who
are grieved by such a remark, but—
heaven rest their sculs.

Thouzh the early Hannlballte was
emphatic as to the mendacity of Sam
Clemens, we have the word of the il-
lustrions accused himself in attesta-.
ton of his truthfulness.

“] am a greater man than George
Wash!ngon." he remarked once upon
a time.

‘While his hearers were mentally ob-
serving that while he might be greater
4n some respects he should let others
say It for him, Mark Twaln continued:

“Yes; I'm greater than Washington.
George conld not tell a lle, while 1
could tell a lle—but 1 never do.”

His Opinion of Practical Jokes.

It i highly gratifying to the up
holders of humor as one of the refined
arts to knmow that Mark Twaln pever
has ‘had any liking for the practical
joke.  His oplnion of the practical
joker the present writer once had the
pleasure of hearlng bim express. One
of the old stories in connectlon with
his career is that about his pipe, nick-
egamed “the morgue.” It was in Vir-
ginie City, Nev., when Clemens was a
bardworking reporter on the Enter-

-| prise newspaper. His income in those

3l

| —an ancient obe,

daye was pot sufficient to permit him
to purchase the long black cigars which
in later years became almost a part
of hig personality. He smoked a pipe
too—that smelied
dreadful, according to his coworkers.
They bad wamed it “‘the morgue” be-

| cause of its odoriferous quality.

The ather fellows in the Enterprize
sapctnm had dropped gentle hints and

- ‘Isowe hints not so gentle anent that
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M warmed up to his lecture he
2aid, hoping to win applause from his
old meighbors:
~ “In_returning to Hannibal I do not.
1 that 1 am among strangers, for 1
here as a boy, It seems to me
h!tzhmhowzghxmmmﬂm

- Temote beginning of things. Why, my

beloved fellow eitizens, I ecan
remember dlstinetly the time when
Hﬂﬂwmwm ‘bigger than an

pipe’s absence belng more desirable
than its company, but Clemens contin-
ued to puff away at the old pipe
every night when he sat down to write
his copy. Finally the others fixed up
& conspifacy., They pooled contribu-
tions ‘and bought a pive of highly
showy appesrance. When Clemens ap-
-peared the mext night smoking “the
morguée™ the chalrman of the commit-
tee thus addressed him:

“Uh—Mr. Clemens; your nssociates in
this office, observing how mueh you
love to smoke a plpe and holding you-
generally in high esteem, have contrib-
uted to a fund and purchased for you
this fine new plpe, which, as you will
see, Is a much showier pipe thau the
‘one you now smoke. It occurred to us
that you would sappreciate, i
from your fellow workers, the gift of a
mew pipe. No pipe is too good for
you, Sam, and we do not begrudge the

| money we bave spect for this ene. We

_ouly trust that you wili smoke it from

: mmwmmmmmunam

mmwmetorthemntmﬂne

thosé valuable and interesting stories
which have been gracing its columns:

" | ever since you became one of us. Now,
| old man, in behalf. of your associates

- | I teke pleasure in presenting to von

Mm—u‘wwm it curselves—

r- | establish a bareau for “kicks.”

MOUNT MKINLEY
ASCENT DOUBTED |

Charles Sheldon Says Public
Should Await More Defails.

SOME  POINTS  INGREDIBLE.

New Yorker Familiar With Region
About the Peak Points Out That
Only One of Fairbanks Expedition
Has Reported Ita Success.

Charles Sheldon, a big game sports-
man and explorer of New York city,
who for years has jnown Tom Lioyd,
Charles McGonnigle and W. R. Taylor,
three of the four men who, according
to Lloyd, reached the top of Mount
Mc¢Kinley on April 3, declared the oth-
er night that the public could well af-
ford to await a fuller report of the
details of the ascent before complete
acceplance of the claim.

Mr. Sheldon has hunted blg game
and explored all through the Alaskan
country about the base of Mount Me-
Kinley. He said he was thus fully ac-
quainted with many of the difficulties
which any party would have to sur-
mount to reach the top of this tallest
peak on the American continent.

“I think,"” said he, “it i3 due to Tom
Lioyd and the three others with him
fo withhold judgment as to the partiaj
statements (ransmitted  from Fair-
banks to the effect that they reached
the summit of Mount McKinley, The
press reports coniain so mapy asser-
tions that are not in accordance with
the facts that little reliance cap be
placed on them. It is not ressonable
to believe that the party had an ane-
roid barometer which would record an
altitude of 20,500 feet with any degree
of accuracy. [t is ridiculous to sug-
gest that a trail was established to the
top of the mountain. It s ridiculous
to say that snowshoes were used most
of the way up the mountain.

Top of the Mountain a Double Summit.

“It is reported that the flag they left
at the summit could be seen from the
north side of the mountain, which
would be an impossibility, since the
top of Mount McKigley is a double
summit, consistivg of two ridges ex-
tending east and west. The south
ridge, which is the culmipating peak,
cannot be seen from the porth.

“The leader of the expedition, Tom
Lloyd, and also Charlie McGonnigle
and Billy Taylor, are personal friends
of mine, but 1 do not know Patterson,
Lloyd is perhaps sixty or more years
old. McGonnigle and Taylor are very
hardy young men, among the best dog
“mushers” in the coustry and thor
oughly familiar with winter travel,
particulsrly in that district. None of
the three, however, koows anything
about technical mountain climbing.
They have never seen an Alpine rope
or an fce ax and'are not familiar with
technieal mountalveering equipment.

“1 bave worked and traveled with
these three men in winter. | feel quite
certain that, although they had been
within a distance of six or eight miles
of the base of Mount McKinley, noue
of them had beep on the slupe before
the alleged ascent. [ believe that the
method they adepted to investigate a
routeof ascent in the spring with dogs
is the correct way to find a route to
the summir, and partieularly along: the
easterns ridges, where, the press re
ports imply, the ascent was mnde
Difficujties of an Ascent Trema-dava.
““The difficulties are tremenduns, not
80 mueh the intense cold as the fae
that even willows for fuel wood .
net grow. within Ove or six miles of
the base of the mountaim. sud tinber
is at least six miles distant aud prol-
ably even farther from an approach
by the east ridgea. This would necex
sltate on extra acioint of maaierisl for
fuel.

*The difficulties of ni as ont sre so
great - that, though Metiouniple nng
Paylor are couragesus and wapalble of
Fenduring the cold aond physicui work,
& great deal of publie skepticism, par-
ticularly among those who are familiar
with the bhardships of mountain ¢iml-
ing, is sore to exist,

“Therefore it iz elenrly the duty of
the press, both to the public and to
these men, net to encourage full crad:
ibility in the reports of the alleged
ascent until the facts and details are
‘authoritatvely . publisbed, which will
enable us to form an inteiligent judg:
ment.
hlmxht out the report; the other mem-
bers of the party having remained in
the Kantizhna district, 150 miles away,

| 8¢ we haver’t their corroborative -evi-

dence.”
Mr. Bheldon went to this region in

'lﬁﬁsior-sportmmlombn speud-

ing some time at the base of Msunt
McKinley and on the slope. He went

| -again in the summer of 1907 and spent
». | & year there.

A Mayor's Bureau For "Kicks”

nounced recently that he is going to
It will
be an‘office in ¢ity hall, where fwo offi-
cials will be statiomed to listen to all

.{ complaints made by citizens abont mu-,
k | nicipal servies. Most of the complaints
m t th city ball relate to tax and

g sist of seven mkhoidu'n, inur

| tion shall be

Only Tom Lleyd apparently |

{to be paid for in cash or its eguivalent

-Mayor - Fitzgorald of ‘Boeston an- |
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NLEY | S. G. DREYFUS CO.,
Wholesale Dealers in

Dry Goods, Boots, Shoes, Hats

CORNER SPRING AND

Finest

517-521 Spring St.

CROEKETT STEETS.

“PROMPT ATTENTION GIVEN TO COUNTRY ORBERS.

Ask Your Grocer For

Rose’s Sugar Sticks

Made

Henry Rose Merc. & Mfg. Co,

(LIMITED)

Shrevepert, La.

FARMOGERM (High Bred Nitrogen Fixing Bacteria)

MAKES Poor Seil
Rich oil

trates. Lime, potash and phosphates are

Cor. Commerce and Milam Sts.

510-512-514 Levee St.

¢ Florsheim Bros.

Exclusively Whelesale Bealers in
Dry Goods, Notions, Boots, Shoes
and Hats.
New York Office 77 Franklin St.

The FARMOGERM Method

DOES AWAY
with the use of expensive fertilizers by using nature’s methed of supplying ni-

comporatively cheap and in many espes

there is an abundant supply of these inthe soil which can be malle available for
plant food if xight methods are used—and the “Farmogerm Method” is the
right method, If you wish to improve the condition of your land and grow kig-
ger crops, send for book on “Farmogerm Methad.” What it has dose for theus-
ands of people during the past two years it will de for yen. Fer saic by

H. M. Weil’s Seed Store

SHREVEPOGRT. LA.

Dry Goods Co. Lic

CHARTER

OF THE CELESTE FIG PRESERV-
ING AND INDUSTRIAL COM-
PANY, LIMITED.

i State of Louisiana, Parish of Caddo:
Before me, Robert A, Crain, a notary|
public in ghd for Caddo Parish, State of
Louisiana, personally came - and ap-
peared P. T. Hedges, C. L. Jon=s, R. P.
Moore, Lee N. Bushy Roland William-
son, T, C. Aubrey, R. R. Emery, W. B.
Daniels, all residents of Caddo Parish,
Louisiana; and T. M. Cook, a resident
of DeSoto Parish, Louisiana, who de-
clared that availing themselves of the
provisions of the laws of the State of
Louisiana relative to corporations, they
have formed and do by these presents
form and constitute themselves into a
body politic and corporation for the
objects and purposes and under the con-
ditioms, stipulations and articles as fol-
lows, to-wit:
ARTICLE I

The name and style of this corpora-
“THE CELESTE FIG
PRESERVING AND INDUSTRIAL
COMPANY, LIMITED,” and under
this name and style it shall have and
enjoy corporate existence for a peried
of ninety-mine years from date hereof.

ARTICLE II

The purposes for which this corpora-
tion is established are hereby declared
to be to plant and cultivate fig and other
fruit bearing trees and all farm and
garden products; to construct and equip
a canning factory at or near the town
of Forbing, Caddo Parish, Louisiana,
and  therein to preserve all orchard,
farm and garden products, preparing
them for market in such a manner as
may be determined, and to buy and sell
such products both in the raw and man-
ufactured state, and in general to do all
things necessary and proper in carrying
on a general planting and preserving
business. The domicile of this corpora-
tion is hereby declared to be the City
of Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana,
and all legal process shall be there
served on the president, or, in his ab-
sence, the vice president or secretary,
according to law.

ARTICLE III.

The capital stock of this corporation
is hereby authorized to be ten thous-
and ($10,000.00) dollars, divided into
and represented by one hundred shares
of one hundred ($100.00) dollars each,

at the discretion of the board of diree-
tors. This corporation shall commence!
business whenever three thousands dol-

lars ($3,000.00) of the capital stock shall
!he subseribed and paid in full.

ARTICLE IV.

The corporate powers .are hereby
wvested in the board of directors, to con-

of|.

igi1. The first boar dof directors, whe
shall hold office until their successors
are elected, are hereby declared to be
P. T. Hedges, C. L. Jones, T. M. Cook,
R. P. Moore, R. R. Emery, Roland Wil-
liamson and Lee N. Bush, with the fol-
lowing officers: P. T. Hedges, presis
dent; C. L. Jones; vice president; R. P.
Moore, secretary-treasurer.

ARTICLE V.

This charter may be amended or the
corporation dissolved, by a wote of
three-fourths (3-4) in amount of the
capital stock at a meeting called for
that purpose. Whenever said corpora-
tion shall be dissolved by limitation er
otherwise, its affairs shall be liguideted
by two liquidgtors selected for that par-
pose by the stockholders, and they shal
hold office and liquidate the affaira of
the corporation until fully settled. Im
event of death or resignation of a ligmi-
dator, the ether liquidator shall =srve
alone.

ARTICLE VI.

No stockholder of the eorperation
shall ever be held liable for its contracts
or faults in amy further sum tham the
unpaid balance of his stock: and so im-
formality in organization shall have the
effect of rendering this charter null or
of exposing any stockholder to any loss
qumd_rm unpaid balance due om his
st

In witness whereof the parties have
signed this act of incorporation, in the
presence of J. J. Lyon and W. S. Den-
nis, competent witnesses, on this the
14th day of March A. D. 1gr0.

State of Louisians, Parish of Caddo:
Iwmﬂlﬂ&eaﬁoﬂmd fore-




