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The Traditionary Anecdotes of
the Countess of Stair.

(From the Scottish Rebellions-Traditions
of Edinburgh, &c.]
OF this venerable lady, who presi-

ded over the fashionable world of Edin-
burgh, during the earlier half of the
last century, some curious tradition-
ary anecdotes are preserved, which
may prehaps amuse the people of an
age so different from that in which
she flourished.

She was the youngest daughter of
James, second Earl of Loudon, and
consequently was grand-daughter to
that stern old Earl, who acted so im-

portant a part in the affairs of the
Covenant, and who was Lord Chan-
cellor of Scotland during the trouble-
somec times of the Civil War. While
very young, (about the beginning of
the eighteenth century,) she was mar-
ried to James, first Viscount P ,
a young nobleman of very dissolute
character, and, what was worse, of an
extremely unhappy temper. Her
ladyship, who had a great deal of her
grandfather in her, could have man-
aged most men with great ease, by
dint of superior intellect and force of
character; but the cruelty of Lord
I' was too much fir her. lie
treated her so barbarously, that she
had even occasion to apprehend that
lie would some day put an end to her
lifei. One morning, during the time
whe'n she was laboring under this

dreadful anticipation, she was dress-
ing hIerself in her chamber, near an
i)pten winldow, when his lordship en-
tered the room behind her, with a
drawn sword in his hand. lie had
opened the door softly, and, although
his frace indicated a resolution of the
most horrid nature, he still had the

presence of mind, to approiach her
with the utmost caution. IHad she
not c;nught a glimpse of his faece and
tigure in her glass, he would, in all

prbilal,ility, have apliroached near
.1no,1ugh to execute Ii is blloidy l'irp Iss.s
I t;re .-]te %was aware, (or cuiihl l;voe
takin :Iai ,e.:lsuri to s•ve hl,.iself.-
,l'rtlutllattl? , she lIprcivtd ihill ill

:ill- to l,':p out of thle lt.il window
into thie t, -treet. ltlf dr.esd as sh
,.:, .-he illn,.ldiatl y, by a \very

ti : lll ix.rtii nl of it her latur:tal -.a d
,'n•,e, \weint t, the" hat-use of l.,,rl
l- 's itnthler, whlre ",he told hlier

-t:,r? , anal d mlt an eh. d 1 Tl,rct 'tin.

l':at rutecti,tt wa;s at ,,i'e exte, hde
and. it |wsins nw thmuiht vain to at
italpt a reconloilitatiot, they ev, er
at t .rw:i rd.'i lveiiit, tg, ithe.r.

lard 1'- s .. n at'tltlrar.s Went
atlbr l. l)u'int his. at,.('se, .. a t , r-

tei•n ct•oli or, or t,'rtune telleri, tittln
to E'tdi'iturgch, l,,at'i..•in_, a ,,n,g

many other wnal.ri'ttl ,tn-,mli-h-

Ilne-nts, to h abtle tio inthiii iany ull i-

.,- ot' tilt pr,.i.sent condlitin ,r -itn:t-
tiu oit any other person,. at whatlver

dista'nce, il whimt i the aliplicant might

be interested. Lady P'- , who had
lost all t trace of her hiushnd, was in-

citedi liv curiosity, to go with a female
friend to the, lodgings uf this pnerson
in the' Ciuainongate, fir thet purpose 'of
inljuiring regarding his motions. It
was night; and the two ladies went,
with the tarttuu sirrvens or plaids ot
their servants drawn over their faces,
iby way of disguise. Lady 1"-
having described the individual in
whose fate slhe was interested, and
having expressed a desire to know

what he was at present doing, the
conjuror led her to a large mirror, in
which lhe distinctly perceived the
appearance of the inside of a church,
with a marriage party arranged near
the altar. To her infinite antonish-
ment, she recognised in the shadowy
bridegroom no other than her hus-
band, Lord P- . The magical
scene thus so strangely displayed, was
not exactly like a picture; g-, if so,
was rather like the live picture of
the stage, than the dead and immova-
ble delineations of the pencil. It
admitted of additions to the persons
represented, and iof a progress of ac-
tion. As the lady gazed on it, the
ceremonial of the marriage seemed to

proceed. The necessary arragements
had, at last, been all made; the priest
seemed to have pronounced the pre-
liminary service; he was just on the
point of bidding the bride and bride-
groom join hands; when suddenly a
gentleman, for whom the rest seemed
to have waited a considerable time,
and in whom Lady P - thought she
recognized a brother of her own, then
abroad, entered the church, and made
hurriedly towards the party. The

aspect of this person was at first only
that of a friend, who had come too
late; but as he advanced to the party,
the expression of his countenance and
figure was altered very considerably.
Hie stopped short. his face assumed a
wrathful expression, he drew his

sword, and lie rushed up to the bride-
egroom, who also drew his weapon.-
The whole scene then became indis-
tinet, and almost immediately after
vanished entirely away.

WVhen Lady .P - got home she
wrote a minute, narrative of the whole

transaction, taking particular care to

note the day and hour when she had
seen the mysterious vision. The

narrative she sealed up in presence of

at witlless, and then d,.posited it in one'

of her drawers. Soon afterwards, her

brother returned f'rolt his travels, and

•'ine to visit ,her. Shet asked if, ini

the Col.rse ,f his wantdrintgs, h,. had

haiei,,ne1 d to see, or ,li-tr iany thineg of

.erelld 1I' . 'tIll young mannl only

;nswter,ed by saying, that lhe wishled
he ici-ht nciever again ,e ar the ianL

,f that dllt, te•ld eirsoingce o, ntiened.

Lady 1'- , lhe weve.r,f l,.-etine .d hilmt

so chlse-ly, that he at last cettssed

hlaving met his lordeshipi, and that un-

dler 'eryV st r:aeIl crc iteiutleles.-

i lavini -lte t -,nwee tinte in tite •t the,

Mintchl cities, it was ,.ithetr A•ustelr-

,e me or li.,tterdatl.- he, 1l1:d 1,1 ~1e11e

;eljin:ilte,.d :l ir t a rilch merch'lait. wh0 o

had 1 eatutiti'ul di:u: t!,:'er his only

chil, and th. he.irc -s ,t" hi.- sun,,noutt
tfrtrune. 1eie- dayV his t'riend the tl e.r-

'haeter. infor'etiee hin theat his ldaut;hter

was abothut to be "muarrietd to a Scottish

.rettleihen, whol had lItely conc there

to reside. The nuptials were to take

place in the eClurse ofeta few days; u•' ll.

ais le was a (oulnltrv•ialIt oIt' the hriele-

"rooml, hle was invitel to tlhe w.ehldine.

lit went aecordin.,lv, was a little too
late tr tI., co. i.ienceiment of the

.erreieetlle, lut, t'i rtutmntel v, camne in

line to prtvnt the union of an

aui:ihle yotng lady to the grCatest

mte'ister alive in humen shapee-hies

own brother-in-law, lord I'- !

Although Lady P- had proved

her willinigness to believe in the mag-

ical delineations of the mirror, by
writing down at accounct of them,
yet she almost fiainted away. Some-

thing, however, yet rVlained to be
ascertained, did Lord P-----'s attempt-
ed marriage take place exactly at the
same time with her visit to the con-
jurort To certify this, she asked her
brother on what day the circumstance
which he related took place. Having
been informed, she took out her key,
and requested him to go her chamber,
to open a drawer which she described
and to bring her a sealed packet
which he would find in that drawer.
Hle did as hlie was desired, when, the
packet being opened, it was discov-
ered that Lady P- had seen the
shadowy representation of her hus-
band's abortive nuptials, on the very
evening they were transacted in real-
ity.

Lord P- died in 1706, leaving
a widow who could scarcely be ex-
pected to mourn for him. She was
still a young and beautifid woman,
and might have procured her choice
amongtwmenty better matches. Such,
however, was the idea she had formed
of the rharried state from her first
husband, that she made a resolution
never again to become a wife. She
kept her resolution for many years,
and probably would have done so till
the day of her death, but for a very
singular circumstance. The cele-
brated Earl of Stair, who resided in
Edinburgh the greater part of twenty
years which he spent in retirement
from all official employment, fell deep-
ly in love with her ladyship, and
earnestly sued fbr her hand. If she
could have relented in favor of any
man, it would have been in favor of
one who had acquired so much public
honor, and who possess•td so much
private worth. But she declared also
to hiim her resolution of remaining
umiarried. In his desperation, he
resil\ved upon an expedient by which
he light obviate lher scruples, but
which was certainly imiilriper in a
miiral p ,int ,t" view. lBy dint of

lijlis to her dml-ntics, lx g'ot him-
selft insinuated, over night, into a

simall riiom in heir lady.,hipd's hnousi.-

where shi, used to s'ty her prayers

ervitry mrninig, au
1 

tlhe window ofit

wh ich l, ikeid unt upiin the principal

lir,.,t ,ii th, cit'. At this window,
whn the mi, rxuin. was a lit•l, ti-
vanc,.d, hle -howe, him.lf l .e1 t,,..I -
l,//l , t, ti, le • , o ph s.-inui g alnl g th,.

itre..; an .xhiiiti,,n i ]i 'm l hrh.rt,: .ned

to l.av lme a hltal etc•,r up oi hber

laiyhiip's. r.liuatiorn, thalnt she saew it

ti accept tfor ai hu iheb:il.l
S"h, was mr, ] lhli.y as (_',,titss

if Strair. thai , h•, . li 1,.ben as Ladly

I'-. Yet hr new hushiaid had
,ii thibiniig., which oU((a-iiiid hlr

iultcih titimi ti'iqil-iU t llnlllsiness. 1Lik'
till it ixi" .gexntleinen at that erie-d, he
-- ilitilliii indullgi:d u'er mi" iibith in tile
i.,itlh. Wihen elhvated with liquor.
his tietaler, coiniary to the general
ease, was by no mu'ans iinl-rived.--
T'hus, on his reachilig" home, atter aniy

little dihauch, lie generally lhal a

quarrel with his wi fi, and sn-in ililiws
even trei-atil her p-ir-s•n with violence.

)n oiene particular occasion, when

quiti transported ble'onid the Iioundiels
cfi rtasonii, he gave her si si-vere a

blow tipiun the tipper part of the thee,

_is to (iccasion the etlusion of blood.

lie inunediately after t,'ll asheell,tl-
together unconscious of what he had
done. Lady Stair was so completely
overwheimed by a tumult of bitter
poignant feeling, that she made no
attempt to bind up her little wound.

She sat. down a sofa near her torpid
husband, and bled till morning.-
When his lordship .awoke, 'and per-
ceived her dishevelled and, bloody
figure, he was surprised to the last
degree, and eagerly inquired how she
came to be in such an unusual condi-
tion She answered by detailing to
him the history of his conduct on the
preceding evening; which stung him
so deeply with regret,-for he was
a nobleman of the most generous
feelings,-that he instantly vowed to
his wife never afterwards to take any
species of drink, excpt what was
first passed through her hands. This
vow he kept most scrupulously till
tihe day of his death. He never af-
terwards sat in any convivial compa-
ny where his lady could not attend
to sanction his potations with her
permission. Whenever he gave any
entertainment, she always sat next
him and filled his wine, till it was
necessary for her to retire; after
which, he drank only from a certain
quantity which she had first laid aside.

The Earl of Stair died in the year
1747, (at Queensberry House, in the
Canongate, Edinburgh,( leaving her
ladyship again a widow. She lived
all the rest of her life, in dotarial
state, at Edinburgh; where she a
close, or alley, in which resided, still
bears her name. She died in the year
1769.

TlE CONFEDERATE FLAG.-Yes-
terday, the 2d of April, the flag of
the Confederate States of America
was for the first time run up to the
top of the flag-staff at the barracks
at Baton Rouge. When it unfolded
its gay colors to the soft April breeze,
seven loud reports from the cannon's
throat announced the intelligence to the
surrounding neighborhood. It is a
thing of beauty and of life. Long
may it wave over the homes of the
brave and noble people whose rights
and whose honor it was intended to
protect and preserve.-Bator- Rouge
Adrocate 3d inst.

0

A weary juror at Lartinzee, Ind.,
was tined $200 a few days since, and
ilnmpriso, ed three days, ti,r slipping
froen the jury room, getting supper at
a hotel and passing the nigiht in a
comotirtable bed, contrary to law.

I)IDN"r LIKE THlE MEA.v.-Pat
Flahnnrerty is not only an efficient
atliecr, ut somnething of awag. Fttnd
ot' a good joke, he nr.ever nrisss an
oppl,,rtunuity of playing one. A few
tv,.nings since he was sitting on the
Utncle Sala's corner, fr mnting the levee,
,vhOn a "long lank," •WVabash deck-
I uand passed him, holding in one hand
Il :ere of ••t gingerle'ad and in the
ather a huge I hol, igna sausage. At

aniost every step hlie would satisf•-
the cravings of li app tite N itIt at
'bite frianl each of lIhe atoresnidrl ai-
ciehs. 'Pat no sooner saw lhita th he
detrmtined on a joke.

As the lhasier passe.! •l:. ;: rP t
ran across the sidewa:k, at , hich he
wickedly made a kick.

"'Leave that alonmt!" velled Pat, as
if angry.

"Lave that rat alone?" rlepli.ed the
IlH,,usir looking at Pat. witlh his
mnutl fall of bolor_"na, "~ rhat d, yo,
want a tfller to leave that alonec fiur'

liecaurse it hbelngs to Lme, atrd I
will not have it abusedl."

"Illhng to you! what ont airtlh da,

"iMake /ouo.,,'nma sausages with ti ,leal
sir, arnd right nice aoes thay make
too."

The IHoasier wait,,d to lr'ar r,,r
nare, I ut emuptyinlrg hIis moiuth of i:s
contents, and tlinging hIis bl.logna :',
far as tihe strengthI of his a-nri wao,1
send it, hastened to thie ne:are.st grog-
gery for a five cent dram, to, as he ex-
pressed it, "to take the ratty taste
out."


