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The First and Last Sacrifice.

AN ADVENTIRE AT M7URDER CREEK.

[A Tale of the Wilderness.]
[coNCL .DuD.]

mother. By herside was a red earth-
tn vessel or pitche:r, containing the
bonets of his father, and that. "'handful
of ashes" which he had brought with
him from the shores of Lake Ontario,
under the impulse of a sentiment so
well known to exist among the In-
dian tribes-,-tle desire of mingling
their own dust, in death, with that of
their flathelrs and their kindred. I
noticed, however, that my guide pass-
ed this simple sylvan sepulch:rn, with-
out once turninig his eyes towards it.

We contiuted our progress through
the forest, and I soon began to per-
ceive we were ascending a rising
ground, though the dense ft'liag .
which hemmtned us in on every site
pre v•eteld elit f'rom distiinguishing tilh
hightii or thte extct:r of tilt' aclivity.
'Presently 1 Il.ard the loud din and

roar of' waters; and we had proceeded
in thei direction of tilth sound, whose
increasing neist' imiicated our gradual
:tpproxilat, tinli to it, thr rather more
than half iA : mile, whin thi, Indian
stopped, andtl I found m,i I ,ls :llt at
oill•C O11 t lhe brink ,t a trtllelldtlous
whlirlp,,i . I l ,eke+? dw'•t t'afrom a
height of learly t , I :tnl.td thi'et
into the (,Itp ravine bt": .t . IhrolighI
which tt'he vx,'tid stre:au .m tI, I,,1ed and

whirled till it escpef,l.l th;r,,utih au-
other cllhasn, and Ilungerd intlo t11i, re-
:,sses of thie wood. It w::s :ain awlf'td
momenet! Tht profound glom ,f th,
place'-the uproar of thl, eddying
vorttex beneatl tll-the1 dark antd iruggd
alvss which yawned before mile,
wvhere huge trees mlilght be st ell t) -s-
ing and writhing :1aiout like things of
life tt'mentted by tilt' angryv spirit of
the waters--the, unlknwn lrlposCe t" of
the beiug who had liriught tI. hither
tnld who stoi,d Iby my side itl stll-t'h
silenc,'e, plrophetic, t., ly minid, of a
htlhouslland liorrile i magininu.'s,-tr1i-

ed alto•e;thler a cmitinaltion otfcirclne-
stance't's that might hI:LvL, sunu1nollnel
tar into a bolder ltheart than minte wt' s
lt that instant. At lenigth thi ludiatit

siolt '.
"I)o you mark that '(endtar, shiooting.'

utit midway from tht rockt hlither
I irought tile white manl, who dotii -

Ii Illt' to he born oil a I t thir'.s 5 .gravt'.

I st i to himi. 'You sIlw l*ay father!'
it" .,tl+ )i.uk., Ms rIn u ,tiher hauld d!,,e;

'3: tie: . ,"s l,i. i has left a stailn

,l VI } .hblh ui.-,t he w a.-hed out

..t .,i -," .lrk w.,,t.rs.' Ile %wouhi
v, ,~41 t . , .} t' .ds. lik, . w.,tuditlhd

.:i r: ;.It : 1 ,u.r:..p1e ,'d hiM tlit us

,, 'its .'tpLiit W orld and hiear tme tlI
i' t.ill hl' I liha ',' chis Sth, I I' ti i ,'
.i wt;h a ru i, in, the hlood of white
11t ,t the r 'it r hi iatih.e l to. ll i thal

-.t hi, II miath tate in ow. 1wh1n 1l point
to the bl: d 1,of his slanver!'
"aIllow Jt shritkd I'h11,int I sprmiug

wgith hitm i luto th, alylss! lie rIollhti
from me, and I hearn'd thle plunge ofL
his body ilnto the roarin gulf bhelow,
but thi Great Spirit mspread tirthe that
cedar, to catch oe in lte own desice, t,
hIr lay in its green r.-vnts, as.i theyoung bird in its i-hhtered t:est. Wh5

.vas I kept from iul father? I c,,ul~l
not go to him. The'v branches clun, g
to nwe; and feri the depths of the
forest th'ere camn a voice on th.r wind,
,saing. 'Return!' I planted nmy foot

on the rock; at one bound I ehtitchedt
yon topmost hough; I swung myselfj
on that juttintg crag, and reached the

As hta lpokar thles wordsahe quiitto.d

its hold of rii, tO my inoinite relit.
Wt wfri tso near the edge of" thi o

aretic, n mi,,oht say almost convulsa,
fm thei relilltection of his cnume

what+ his real intentions might be,!

while holding me so firmly. In either
case, I should have had no faith in the
Great Spirit spreading the cedar to
catch me in my descent; while if I
had found myself in its "green arms,"
I felt morally certain I must have re-
mained there till doomsday, provided
I had only my own agility to trust to
for swinging myself out of them.-
But in what a situation was I actually
placed! In such a spot, and with a
being whose motives I was not only
still unable to fathom, but whose wild
caprice perhaps might urge him to, I
knew not what, if I spoke one un-
guarded word. After a short pause,
however, I ventured to address him;
but while I cautiously gave expres-
sion to an opinion from which, if
eonfirmed, I looked, to extract conso-
lation tfor myself, I took especial care
to shape what I said as much to his
taste as I could possibly make it.

"And thus the oath of your child-
hood was s.uisfied. You had not only
revenged your father's death upon thI.
race of white met-, but vyou had offr-
.ed up his murderer, as a last sacrifice
to his memory, and your vengeance."

"A last sacrifice !" he exclaimed,
his tfeatures ;ighlltet.ing with exulta-
tion. "Vhiv was I bid to return, if
the great purpose for which I had
li'tved wa comnl,heted? In my cabin,
I can count five scalps if white men
struck by this arm since the murdelrer
sunk leneatih these, waters. "lht," he
Continued with a ste•rn solemnity of
manner. "'this day sees the last. I
have lived long enough; else-"
and he' fixed his eves st~adfltstly upon
ie, '"vo hlte1 iot lived to hear t"e

say se,. 1 trackeid vyo last night
f'ritnm the gr,in.l down of the sun.-

T'\ice my gun was leve,:lled; twice I
drew my :rrow's he'adl to its point;
onice my hatchet glittered in the

imaon. But 1iv arm fhiled Ime,', and
there wa:1: salcness over my spirts. I
watche'd 'v ,iou as yvo slept. Not even
tlh' thet',tht that s miv taththr slept,
c eul1 make ,ile strikIe. I left vom;
and in the. deepI f c.snt cast myself to
the earth, to ask th,. (?reat Spirit
what lie w-ouel h' l, do, it it was
to ht- that I could nut .--hed your ilo.l.
A. v'eice like' ti'at wliich said 'Re.tuirt.'
ru.te a g'ain on the windl. I heard it,
I (ohevel' it. Follow. :ane b t1eholel iny
last sacriice."

iD now dtscended the eminenc,-
on whi,.h we were standing. anrd again

Iroc el(ite.ed along thI. intricate path
wlhich c'olndcted us hack to thpe ctabiit.
Wihen' we etiterled it, he Invited mLe
to eat, by poiliting to the repn;st whih'
was still spread l ute) the' gmro)td; but
I declin'., lie then irltionted mee
that I should sit; anl taking the hint
(rout his own inflexible silence, I did
s withleout uttering a wird', but watch-
i,_, wvith int,'t e tt:axiety ill his mei've-

inents. )iEvestini lins,.lf of his
roe and tin-ban, lie, put on a eplelndied
dr'ess of cereminyv; after which tak-
ing- dtwl ii the lIiftcten scalps, \whichl
were all strungt upon a: twi-ted eerdl.
iatlca frol, thle bark of' a tre'., he' sus-
,e'n.!e'1 tl:e': rolunte his nteck. TheO):I ft'i lrl whlich hu11111 tl,,s" s ',: ti ,lC lnssy,

tre',s'es efi auburn wa.s in front. and

}lrea ( itse.lt'w ithilni ,uridt lux I ri:nceo'ver his Ibreast. 'IThus ;tccoutretld,
agd with his musisket in one hand. and
lis lhitche in thlt. ot]er, leesielhs the

tonmahawk, -ht,,-pouc!h. Io,\\der-horn,at.,l sealping-kitit,, \\Licih were -tuck

in his heel, hle turecd to I' n111(1d said,
'"Follow: ; l'i:iy a ith \.,:1 thle 1,ufle lo-
ide ,ii which vol sit."

1 did .o,tholinugh with s une difficulty;
;ir the hide was hteth hteavy ;and cum-
lrtous to carry. WVe 'were now l once
more in the forest, and in thl S:une
track as when we set forth t;,r the
whirlool. IThe Indian1 inistead ,of
st t:iling along with a quick elsl sice
steep. walked at a slow mleasured pace,
lt with Igre.at dignity of carriage.-
W'e had proceeded aborut a hundredy-ards w'hea he began a wild mnlan-
cholv chant, in his native tongue;

and it wuas then. for the first tinme the
horrid idea flashed across my mind,
that he was about to immolate him-
self. Good God! and was I to wit-
newss the appalling ceremony, in the
wilderness, from which it seemed im-

ler possible,, utterly' impossible, I couldhe ever extricate myself! What, then,

to might be my own fate ? To perish inI these woods, perhaps, by the slow tor-;," ture of famine, or fall a prey to some
re- savage animal or noxious reptile.

ed We arrived at a small stage on
to which lay the body of the Indian's-mother. Here he stopped-ascended

ly it' laid down his gun and hatchet,
ia took from me the buffalo hide, spread

ly it carefully by his mother, and placed

ld on the other side the earthern vessel
I containing the bones of his father,
n- and the handftl of ashes with whibh

e, was mingled the dust of his wife and
n; children. He next seated himself be-
s_ tween them on the buffalo skin; and
if surely, whatever else I may forget
o- in this world, while I remember
re any thing, I can never forget either
is the sublime expression of his coun-

tenance at that moment, or the horror
od of his appearance, with the scalps

ly round his neck! For, now, by the
n" light which fell upon them, as I stood

r- beneath, I could distinguish the blackce clotted blood that stifltined the hair at

the roots. Longer silence became
d, insupportable-impossible; that whicha- had hitherto kept me silent-my own

if safety-now with an equally irresisti-
Ld ble impulse stirring me to speech.
n, "It is not yourown death," I exclaim-n td, "that you call your last sacrifice !"

ar IHe smiled; but made no answer.

.t, "In Iuercy, then," I added, halfof frantically, "destroy me first; for

I here in this wilderness, I must perish
when you are dead !",n ILe shook his head and pointed up-

e wards. No!"'' said he. " W\ratchlit :lie green leaves, and walk with the
-winld. Speak no anure. But when I

I am in the spirit \Voril, cover me with
t; the bulliul, robe and go."
I 1 .too(d agla.st, mutionless, and
id scarcely able to breathe, while the In-

I Cain was as celli and unperturbed as
'i2 if' It : wer '.• layingg down to sleep.
it, I ,F now lbeai a-ain his ftineralchant
,; or ,arht stairg, in a low wailing tone,
to so full of ni,uruful expression, that

it though there was something mnonoton-
- on-s i, its character, it brought tears1. into yly eyes; But, as it grenw louder

' ll bolder, ftro, the animating theme
, -the deeds of' prowess he had per-

v tirnmd, and tlhe white meni he had
slai,--till at last, it swelled into a
tirrilic yell, as hle recounted the death

II of his f:tlth.r's nmiirderer, which echoled
'I through the surroiinliilg solitude likii. tfrightful howlings, Iniy llov d seedl t

if to chili and curdle. hlitherto he lhad

i spoken in a language illtnklo•w n to me,
it and I onlvll jigcd oft illlport from them expressive' syminpatly oft his features.

it hlut sudideily lihe stjopped: anol then,
id i l a gentle, inurilluring voice, resutied

t- his dir ll' i. English.
"I a1'l the last of nmyv race! I ail

is the last of mlly raice ! The liti'-stre:uli that tills Inv my veins is like the river

t- Ihat o tos t te ocean and is lost! I1 hra, a tiither, I had a llmotl-er; I had
l, a wivt, I had children. I have no

- iftthe'r, I have no) muthier; I have noie wi ,l I have no chrilltretl. I ai thel

Slast of tny race. I have no kindred.d I he ilwhite tilai came, who slo w mliv

e Ifthlher, and the tht hers of lly tather. I
1, 1The white main came, he lurlned miiI'Eid al'lin on tIhe Lake of the 'i iotliusandl

ml Islands! I brought ith, wild d.eer
i, home from the chase lut my wife lull

k children could be gatheredl in the
1, aha of ill m handl. I had no tea'r to
- Ifllighl withl those of Illy Iother whichi

fil up an their ashes! I fti'el to the
`". wiidernless, and carried with lie the

lhotnues alind dulst of those that were.-
.. My tithier's blood was oil my lips

e when I cutte from tlhe woTmb: theSwhite moan's bloaod is on my Il tcht, i
!' which goes with mae to the egrai v"a. I

l, hav' douc well; for the (r,,"at Spim'it

0, has called me: I shall not di,' like tlw- tree that perishes, or be cut down like

d the corn that is ript'. I am the last
e- of my race, and there is no hand but

limy owII to send mne to the SpiriVt
e World!"i, At these words he took his scalp-
n- ing-knife from his belt, and, with a

t- firm unflinching hand, drew it slowly
ict across the abdoment! The "bloodn- gushed-the bowels fell out. I could

1 see no more. Staggering towards•;
tree, I 'hid my face in its luxyriant
i branches. But still I heard his voice
-faintly and morefaintly-re gs the words, "I go to my fatc

am the last of my race!l I am thei last of my race!"-till guttural, indis-

s tinct gaspings,-a sudden fall, and aI dreadful silence,-proclaimed that he

was a corpse!
And I was alone, with that deadI man before me-and in the solitude of

mI ighty forests andnotasound disturb-
,ug that solitude but the dripping of
his warm blood upon the dry leaves
beneath! And where was now the
living guide to lead me through their
labyrinths, to chase from drooping
spirits the ghastly horror which rear-
ed itself before them, that, perchance,
I might never tell the tale of all I had
witnessed? While I stood lost in
these agonizing fears, feeble and irres-
olute under thesehorrid forebodings, I
heard the fresh breeze careering
through the leaves above my head.-
The rustling noise seemed like aerial
voices calling upon me to depart. T
remembered the words of the Indian,
and looked up with grateful hope to
my viewless pilots, who were to cor-
duct me on my pathless way. Sum-
moning all the energy I could conm-
mand, I ascended the platform, cov-
ered the bleeding body of the warrior
with his buffalo shroud, and then left
him, ill his mausoleum of the desert,
to rot as nobly as Egyptian monarchs
in their colossal pyramids.

I found little difliculty in regaining
the cabin of the Indian, having thric e
trod the path that led to it. I entered
it for a moment, and thought how soon
the hand of desolation would crumb'e
it down. Hits how and quiver n ith
its sheaf of arrows lay upon "the
ground. These I p•ssessed myself
of and mounting my horse, set torth.
with an anxious mind, upon my journ-
ey. I watel.d the gigantic trees that
seem'ld to frown upon me, marked
the direction in which their leaves
were slanted by the wind, and follow-
ed it. It was so dark when I trav-
ersed this route in the first grey of
the morning, that I was unable to
satisfy mnyself, by any one object, as
to, being in the right path. Still.
wherever there was a turning that cor-
responded with the apparent course
of the wind, I unhesitatingly took it;
and it was with no ordinary emotions
of delight, after riding about an hunm.
that I found my att.reticn directed.
by the sudden starting of ln hors,.
to an object which I itmantlv recog-
nised as the care:,,e. o,, the weoifr whie.
the Indinu had de.•sta ..' . T hIl ave
Inc me confideneIl: a ld bth:e : oni I v-;.
oice more at Murd•e'r ('i l•. ttde l i
dark glen where i had eIneapled U,:t

tihe prlect dinoi g niglu. h re I !,ale-t
for a timi e, rejoicivtu in what I con-
sider as no other th:r ae m irac1 luet
escape, while seated , t, :b(- blacketi.d
stump where, I first •el :1(2e Il:di: a
like a vi.inn of di:turbe.d sl., F.--

hVlmat my refleetions were, I %- ill t.
attempt to describe; nor would it suit
with the character of this narrati-. e.
to relate the comparatively ordlia.r-
occurrences which befell me on t•lh
rest of lay journey to Savannah.

Qrtrrrv.-Tf tour dogs, with six :., .:
legr, can catch forty-nine r.ci l:s.,
with eighty-seven legs, in foirty-f•,ar
minutes, ihw many legs must tiht,
same rabbits have to get away frm~n
eight dogs with thirty-two legs. in
seventeein linuteCs and a half '?

So,i--rrtox.- Add together the le;•"
of the rabbits and the tails of d1:.
dogs. and divi•se the amount by thi: e:
big dogs: this leaves four bushel.. oi

harks and thirteen poumdes of .: o
'l'ak, the fr;actions of the rabbi;.
add six inches of snow, and multipily
bhy a dog flight. Then divide by;- a
man with a double-barrel shot un,.
and add a side of firesh beef. M1u!i-
Ply by halt" as many legs as thrcee
times a less lnulmber o rof bbits wu!d
have had, and divide by one-third of
the time it would take forthe rabbits
to get away from the dogs, less seven-
teen and a half minutes. The result
depends upon the size of the dogs.


