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From the Picayune.
A Mother's Memories.

Two twining buds their tendrils clasped
Around a mother's heart;

Two loving little bosoms beat,
In unisou apart.

Two loving little spirits cheered

The family circle dear;
Two loving little voices made

Swcet music to the ear.

Two pair of little pattering feet,
That roved from room to room;

Two pair of loving little hands,
Now clasped within the tomb.

Two little empty chairs, once filled,
Beside the •aLmily board;

Alas! they're but nineulntoes now,
Of gents in Heaven stored

New Orleans, April 1t. LETITIA.

[The above w was writtn in reference to
the sad loss recently sustain.cd by hMr. and
Mrs. John Fluwler, in; the death of two sweet
hildren-llovely in iito. and lovely in death.

t.. v.]

The Murder Hioe.

AN ANCIEN'I' LtEuEND.

In a r,."ihote district of 'ountrv" be-
Ion:in iig to Lord 'a.-i ll :, lwtween
Avrshire tand Gallw;: v. ahoi t three
hlitndredl vwar- ago, a mi,•r ~ a':,pa-
r, ntly houn••eth.s extent st•rtched
seviral mihls alo~lg tl,. rad. and
wtaarriedl the ,re f'f tlhe traveller hii
the ;Saneness and desolih ion •t' its
ap!p,'aran.-ce-nt a tree. va'riiedi the
iii,.pet-n.t ai shrnill- nlivelld the

e've byh. its frelieshss-no-l" a lnative

tliwew" bhloii, dto adiiti this unulgnial
s. il. S tran..iz,' ruin~ rs Ilr'-,i thati
thI., l:ath of nwary trax llers had
been ibest (n) this '"hla.te. d lheath,
and that t're:acherv ani'd murdhr had
intercepfted the sulitalr- stran'.ger as
he trav,-rse.d its tdreary v , ixtent.-

\Vhen sever; l p,.rr.,s who wer,.
knowii n to hiave ltpassed that wati, niti-
teriotusly di saplenre: , the iutqhiries
of their reliti•vs led to a strict anti
:iaxi~ol1s inestiglatiol; ibut though
the otlicers of justice w"ere sent to
scoulr the c(oultrl , and ex:utin ii the
inhabittats, not a trace could be oI,-
tained of the p,.rsons in (qlestion , nor
of any place of conceahineut which
could be a retfuge for the lawless and
desperate to horde in. Yet-. as in-
,luir" b'ecanme stritir, and the dis-
1p1,.rdnlie , f i'ndiividuals mlre lire-
,iren:t, the ,implde inhabitants ofthe
nigihboring lhahlet were agitated |y
:hit. n.-t ftatrful ajpprehlnsiiois.-
-ut,,m, dc'cltr•id that the death-like

rill .,. , f the niiht was often in-
tirrupt,.,1 by the sudden andi preter-
unmtulrl cri.o of more than ,1mortal an-
glti:,h. wl.ich seemned to arise in the
distl iwe, : and a sllephert'd one ,ven-
ing, w li ha:l llost his way on the
'n ii.. deeclared lih e had aipp'oachled
Illret'e il t'5te'ri;tlS figutires, lwho seetlnl
struggling against each other with
superntatural ener.gy, till at length
one of thin, with a frigihtftl screumn,
suddenily sunk into the earth.

Gratultally the inhablitants dieser-ted their dwehllings o lthe heath, and
settled in distant quarters, till at
length but oine of the cottages Cin-

uinued to be inhabited Iv an oll wo-
man anid her two sous, who loudllv
lamentetd that poverty ehained tho-mt
to this solitary spot. Travellers who

t'requented this ruad now generally

lid so in groups to protect etchli
ther: and if night overtook themthey usually stopped at the humble

cottage of the old woman and her
two sons, where cleanliness compeu-sated for the want of luxuryv, and
where, over, a blahzitg fire of peat,

he bolder spirits smiled at the imagi-
ary terrors of the road and the more
imid trembled as they listened to
he tales of terror, ind affright with
which their hosts entertained them.

One gloomy and tempestuous night
n November, a pedlar-boy hastily
raversed the moor. Terrified to find
imself involved in darkness amidst

ts boundless wastes, a thousand
rightful traditions councted with

tuls dreary scene, darted across I
mind--every blast as it swept
hollow guests over the heath, seemlc to teem with the ghosts of departs

spirits--and the birds, as they wi
god their way above his head, a
peared, with loud and shrill cries,
warn him of approaching dangt
The whistle with which he usual
beguiled his weary pilgrimage die
away into silence, and he groups
with trembling and uncertain stet
which sounded too loudly in his eat
The promises of Scripture occurr.
to his memory, and he revived b
courage. "I will be unto thee as
rock in the desert, and as an hidir
place in the storm." Surely, thougl
he, though alone, I am not forsaker
and a prayer for assistance hovert
on his lips.

A light now glimmered in tl, distance which would lead him, II conjectured, to the cottage of the ol

Swoman; and towards that he cage
ly bent his way, remembering as la
hastened along, that when he ha
visited it the year before, it was i
company with a large body of trt
vellers who had beguiled the ever
ing with those tales of mvster
which had so lately filled hisi brai
with images of terror. lie recolle(
ted, too, how anxiously the old wt
man and her sons had endeaivored t
deta:in himn when the other traveller
weire departing; and now, therftiir
he confidently anticipated a cordi;
and cheering reception. Iis firt
call for a(lnmissio obtained no visibl
marks of attention. but instantly tli
greatest noise and confusion prevaiile
wit hin the cottage. They think i
is one of the supernatural visitants a
whom the old lady talks so mud
though the boy, approaching a wit:
do,w, wh,.re the lighlt within sliowe,
him all the inhliabitants at their se.
r:d occupations : the old woman wva

hustily scrubbing the stone floor, an
stre wing it thickly over with sand
v while her two sons seemend with eqlua
h:haste to be thrusting somethin g lar-,
and heavV illnto au illnlltiise( chest

vwhichm tiles' carctfullv locked. 'TI1
by, in a froliesoni miood, thought
les-sly t:apped at the windiow, whl
they all instantly started up wirl
colsterna:tin so stronlgly depicted o0
their clnteinaices, that he slhrundi
hackjitnvoluutarily with an undefinet
fetlinig tof ap;prietIension; but be.fure
ie had time to reflect a lnoiiincit lon
gr, one of thie inCli suddenly d:trte(
,,it at the door, and seizing the ho3
roughly by the shoulder, dragged hin
violently into thie cottage. d"I an
not what you take me fr," said tint
boy, attet:uipting to hlau,_hi, "but only
the poor pedlar who visited you last
year." "'Are you a(/mne." inqiiret
the oldi womint, in a harsh deep tone
which mtade his heart thrill with ap-

prehension. "Yes," said the boy,
"1 ahii alone kere; and alas!" 1,
a:lden, with a burst of unco trolhlahl
feeling, "l amn alone in the wide
world also! Not a petrson exists who
wouhl assist ume in distress, or shed
a single tearit' I died this very night."

"'ILhen you are welcomen!" said
one of the men with a sneer, while
he cast a glance of peculiar expres-
sion at the other inhabitan-s of the
cot tag,,e.

It was with a shiver of apprehen-
sion, rather, than of cohl, that the
bhv drew towards the tire, and the
looks, which the old woiman and her
sons exchanged, made him wish that
he had lpreferred the shelter of any
one of the roofless cottages which
were scattered near, rather than trust
himself amlong persons of such du-
bious aspect, Dreadfulsurnmises flit-
ted across his brain, and terrors which
lie could neitlher combat or examine,
imlercleptily stole into his mind;
but alone, and beyond the reach of
assistance., he resolved to smother his
suspicions, or at least to increase the
danger by revealing them. TIhe
room to which he retired for the night
had a confuised anld desolate aspect;
the curtains seemed to have been
violently torn down from the bed, andstill hung in tatters around it-the
table seemed to have been broken by

his some violent concussion, and th
in fragments of various pieces offurnted ture lay scattered upon the floo:

ted The boy begged that a light mig,in- burn in his apartment till he wa

ap- asleep, and anxiously examined th
,to fastenings of the door; but the",er. seemed to have been wrenched asun

LIly der on some former occasion, an

ied were still left rusty and broken.ped It was long ere the pedlar attemp

ps, ted to compose his agitated nerve;
irs. to rest; but at length his senses bered gan to -'steep themselves in forget

his fulness," though his imaginatiois a remained painfully active, and preing sented new scenes of terror to hit
ALt mind, with all the vividness of reali

un; ty. Suddenlythie boy was startlesred from these agitated slumbers, b3

what sounded to Lim like a cry o:the distress; he was broad awake in i

he moment, and sat up in bed ; but theold noise was not repeated, and he en

er- deavored to persuade himself it hac
lie only been a continuation of the fear.
ad ful in ages which had disturbed hie
in rest, when, on glancing at the door,ra- he observed underneath it a broad

n- red stream of blood silently stealing
ry its course along the floor. Frantic

tin with alarm, it was but the work of
a moment to spring from his bed,

o- and rush to the door, through a
to chinck of which, his eye nearly dim-
rs teed with atrrighit, he could watch
re unsuspected whatever might be doneiml in the adjoining room.

st lis fiear vanished instantly whenhle lie perceived that it was only a goat
he that they had been slaughtering;ed and lie was ubout to steal into his

it bed again, aslihamed of his ground-
of less apprehensaions, when his ear was
:h, arrested by a conversation which
.n- transtixed hirm aghast with terror to

ed the spot.
v- "This is an easier job than you
as had yesterday," said the man who
id Coet.':Iu:no It% OU1R •N'EXT.

~al Our Delenses.

t, The articles which appeared in thei,. Derlta last week, calling attention to
it- certain deficiencies in the defenses of

this city, though considered by some
.persons as indiscreet, have not been

in without good effects. A very great

k activity has been exhibited in our
.ti military department during the past

fre. ew drys. The Governor, though inI, ha, health, has been indefatigable in

,d his labors, and Colonel Ihebert, who,3 has been appointed to the place madev, vacant by (General Bragg, has devoted
hn iis fine military talents and attain-

o rmcents, with great success, to the
strengthening our various defbenses.

;t Fort ,Jackson is now in avery effective.d condition. About forty of the guns
-., -twenty-fours and thirty-twos-are'

now retmounted, and the ship which
can pass them must be stronger and
.faster than any of those which have

le been sent South by the Lincoln Gov-
e ernment. Fort St. P'hilip, too, has
.o been greatly strengthened, and those

d, two experienced engineers, Major
SSnmitli and Captain D)uncan, of the

(I Confederate States Army, pronounce
e them quite capable of arresting and

repelling any squadron that might
e attenmpt to force a passage. The

seven large columbiads at Baton
Rouge have been brought to this city

e and will be in a few days mounted.-
e Some ditliculty and delay have been
r experienced in obtaining the timber

it for the carriages for these heavy guns,
v it being requisite that the timber

r should be very well seasoned and of
t certain dimensions. Sixty days ago

these carriages were ordered at the
''Tredegar Works, Richmond, Virginia,i and under the contract they ought to

have been here some time ago; but
the Governor only received word a*t few days ago that they had been ship-

s ped, and they uare hourly expected.-e in the meantime, however, Colonel
e Hcbert discovered the timber, the

tmaterial, antd the artisans, who were
; competent to make these carriages,R and they are now being made use of
I at the custom-house, where some ex-e cellent work has been done in this

Sline. A thirty-two pounder gun car-

he riage, constractedmader t/iai- ion of Mr. Roy, archiste•at
sr. tom-house, the castings fo:r ':;h: -

ht were executed at Leed's Foad•, ir
as pronounced by compet edg iu
be and artillerists equal to any -ey that have been made a t of the
n- armories of the North.id The forces at Jackson an& St.

Philip will be largely increasedA.-p- Meantime our whole population is be-es ingorganised into military compoes. ,
e- Besides the uniformed volunteer force,

t- equal to regular troops, of thr ein thousand men, who are ready in ten
e- minutes at the signal to take the field,
is the citizens have formed a great num-

i- ber of companies, who will all be sup-,d plied with arms, and are being organ-
'y ised and drilled for home defense.-of Then our gallant Fire Department

a can turn out a thousand of the bestre fighting men in the world, who are3- also organised, and will hasten to any

d point to meet the invader. Th'hus our
r- city stands fully prepared for everyis event of the war, which has been so

r, rashly forced upon them.

d New Orleans will maintain her wellg earned renown as the first military

c city on this continent. But one sen-)f timent, one resolution, one purpose1, pervades this whole population. It

a is that of a determination to maintaini- the honor and independence of the
h Confederate States at all sacrifices.

e There is no amount of injury, of
damage, of loss which can subdue orn moderate this spirit of our people.

It France and England in Favor of

the Confederacy.-Capt. Nodler, of
a the French marine, arrived here this

Smorning in company with Capt. St.
Paul, from Montgomery, hiving left
on Monday last.

0 Capt. Nodler is a gentleman of
wealth and education, and on hearingu of the secession of the Confederate
o States, immediately left France for

America, anticipating a conflict. He
proceeded immediately to Charleston,
and was present at the bombardment
of Fort Sumter. The captain is
full of the war spirit, and intends av-

f plying for a letterof marque, having,
we learn, tendered his services to the
Confederate Government. It is un-
t derstood that letters of marque willr shortly be issued, and several appli-

cations of our citizens have already
been made.

Capt. N. left Paris hardly thirty
days ago, and states that the feelii:g
of the people and Government was
unanimous in favor of the recogniti.n
of the Confederate States; also tla:
they would make common cause wi::
us. and that England would not ha;s-
tate to recognize us also, as soon as
our Commissioners should arrive.-
Picay•urw.

------ 0-

EXPEDITION AGAINST TEXAS.-
From the folowing, which we fin• i..:
they N- Y. Tribune of the military
portion of the United States expedi-
tion is destined for Texas:

WASHINGTON, April 7, 1861.
The army and navy officers appear,

in common with the public, to ce un-
accquaited with the designs of the
Administration so cautious are ex-
ecutive authorities in this public :.:,
from the best available sources, i: .s
almost, if not quite, certain ti~i;: the
greater part of the troops leaving
the Northern ports are destined fcr
Texas, to operate on the frontier for
the protection of the inhabitants
against Indian incursions.

They will occupy the forts on tihe
Rio Grande, and according to offici.l
representations, find a cordial wei-
come among the settlers, who hame
been driven by the savages ircxa
their homes.

Gov. Hlouston has given full ad-
vice to the Federal authorities and
the result, it is anticipated, will be to
re-establish him in his position as the
Executive of that State.

The troops i'i.the neighborhood of
Fort Pickens, on board of United
States vessels, are eonsideted sufei-
cient in number to reinforce that p ost,
if this design has not alreai been
consummated.


