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Message of President Pavis.

Gentlemen of Congress—It is my
pleasing duty  to announce to you
that the constitution framed for the
establishment ofa permanent Govern-
ment of the Confederate States of
Ameriea hag been matified by the sev-
eral conventions of each of those
States which were referred  to, to in-
augurate the said Govermment in its
full proportions and upon its own
substantial basis of the popular will.

It only remains thgt  elections

shonld be held for the designation of

the officers to administer it.

There is every reason to believe
that at no diztant day other States
identified in political prineciples and
cotmnunity  of interests with those
which you represent, will join this
Confederney, giving to  its tyvpieal
constellation inereased splendor—to
ite  government of free, equal and
sovercign  States, a wider sphere of
usetnlpness, and to the friends of can-
stitational liberty a greater seeurity
tor its harmonious and perpetual ex-
istonce.,

It was not, however, for the pur-
pose of making this announcement
that 1 have deemed it my duty to
comvoke vou at an earlier dav than
that  fixed !}.v '\‘:'nlmvl\'--.ﬁ. for your
meeting.

The declaration of war made against
this Confederacy, by Abral i
coli, President of the United States
in hiz proclunation, issued onthe 15:h
dav of the present month,  renders it
necessary, in oy judgment, that you
should convene at the earlicst practi-
the
neeessary for the defence of the coun-
rv.

I)L’ maoinent to lll‘\"i.“l' MeR=unre =

inlecdd, an extra-
ordinary one. Lt justifies me in giv-
ing a hriet review  of the relati
heretotore existing boetween us and
= which now unite in war-
fare amainst us, and a sncecinet state-
ment of the event=s which have resul-
tedd to the end that mankind Hy Jrss
intedl nt and imp:lrli:ﬂ jlld;_';lm'llt
on our motives and objects,

The oceasion s,

1l Sind

During the war  waged ainst
at Britain by her eslonies on this
continent, a common danger bupeilied
them to a close  aliianee, and 1o the
formation of 1 Confederation by the
terms of which the colonies, styling

thenzzelves States, entered severally

intoa firnn leasue of friendship with
pach other thr their commmon detenee,
the seceurity of their liberties, and

their mutual and gen
e themselves  to :1
n=t all foree offored o, or actncks

=t

mrde npon then, or any of themn on
iciansovereienty, trade,

Groany {Ii]ll"l' Iii'v“.i'ﬂ"t’ u—'}lil[l'\'i'l'.

necount of re

Tu order to cuard
constrietion
several State

ANy 1misE-
f}]l"]l' l"'ll}]f.'li"]. !lll'
= mandie an explicit
a distiner article—thar

i

eclaration in
cach State retadn it
trecdom and independenc

power of jurisdicrion and
1= not by this said Contiad
lv ded

weatted tothe United States

ssembled underthi= cons

I‘“
i o

tract of allinnee.

The war of the Revolution was sue-

cesstully waged, and resoltid
treaty of peace with Great By
17530 by the terin= of which the
ral States were cach by naone recog-
ed to be ili‘l“ll"lllil‘ll'l.

The articles of confiederation cou-
tained a elinse wherehy all altern-

tions were prohibited, unless contivm- |

il h_t,' the Lesizslatures o very =tate
atter lvl'illl‘_’; awrecd £ i}'\' the Con
and in to this
under the resolution of Clongress of
the 2lst of Pebruary, 1787, the seve-
ral States appointed delegates for the
purpose of revising theartieles of con-
federation, and reporting to Congress
and the several Legislatuees such al-
terationg and provisions therein as
shall, when agreed to in Congress,
and confirmed by the States, render
the Federal econstitution adequate
to the exigencies of the Government,
and the preservation of the Union.

It was by the delegates chosen by

ohedienes

Tweltare, bind-|

cach other!

provision, |

t Dail

the several States under the resolu-
tion just guoted, that the constitution
of the United States was formed in
1787, and submitted to the several
States for ratification, as shown by
the seventh article, which is in these
words: ¢ The ratification of the con-
ventions of nine States shall be suffi-
cient for the establishment of this
constitution between the States go
ratifying the same.”

I have italicized certain words in
the resolutions just made for the pur-
pose of attracting attention to the
singular and marked caution with
which the States endeavored inevery
possible form to exelude the idea that
the separate and  independent sover-
eignty of eack State was merged
into one common Government or na-
tion; and the earnest desire they
evineed to impress on  the constitu-
tion 1its true character—that of a
compact between independent States
—the constitution of 1787 liowever
admitting the clause already  recited
from the articles of contederation,
which provided in explicit terms that
each State reclaimed its sovercignty
aud independence. i

Some alarm was felt in the States,
when invited to ratity  the constitu-
tion, lest this omizsion should be eon-
strued into an mdomiment of their
!-cln-rir-lmtl principles, and they refu-
j=ed to be satisied until amendments
iwere added to the constitution, pla-
ciug beyond any pretenee of doubt
the reservaiion IJ‘\' the Sates of thelr
sovercign rights and  powers not ex-
pressly delegated to the United States
l:_\' the constitution,

Strange indeed must it appear to
the impiotiad obzerver that it is none
the les= true that all these
worded elauses proved unavailing tol
prevent the eand  growth in thel
Northern States of a political school |
which has persiziently claimed that|
the Governnent set above and over|
the =tates an anization ereated |
||]_.’ the Stares, to secure the bl.:_-._-ing,;
of liberty and independence in-
forcign aggression, has been
by perverted into 2 machine for their|
costrol in their domestic ailhirs. |

Tl ereature lt:t-“ bf‘r'n l'xx'lhi‘l!.‘ll'i!'l'-'f‘i
itx Creator—the principals have boeen |
mede subordiuate to the agentappoin- |
ted lJ_\' themselves,

The |n-¢.1r1-- of the Southern States,
'\-]IIL‘-" alimost

il
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exclusive oceupation

i demlres ety perecived al
| s in the Northern States to
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IR nder a common Government sabser- |

tto their
o burthens on commeree as a
| protection tothelr manutactaring awd
{=hipping i

own purposcs by fm-!

lerests.
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one seetiog of 1
at the expe ol the oth

ta henetit

oty
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| o =
rom this
seowas enhanced by the taer that |
the Northern population was inereas- |
ing by ciigration and other cau l
than the popnlation of the South,

12 the Naor
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“\ lll-_\;\'r'--r*,

gained prepondernnee in the National |
Congress, =elt interest bt their
prevre to _\_.‘Jl'i\l ready 4|

HE IR

Dplasible advocaey of their vight
:111:|I]n1'-||1‘\' T govern thie lnillnl'i!_\'.—
P Wathour conirol they learn 1o listen |
| with impaticnees to the sngeestion uli
Pany constitutional impedivient o the|
Pexerci=e ol their will, and =0 atterly |
| have the ]nim‘illl---: ot the l'-F!I"-:E“'["I
| tion boen ru]'l'upll-d in the :\IliI‘I]!I'J'!lI
mind that, in the inaweneal addeess |
delivered by DPresident Lincoln o
I Marveh last, he "ts @ U anaxim
which he plainly deems to be vndeni-
able, that the theory of the constitu-

s

tion requives, inall cases, that the
wajority shall govern, And in an-
other memorable instance the sane

Chiet Magistratg did not hesitate to
liken the relations between States and
the United States to those which exis:
between the county and the Srate in
which it i= situated, and by which it
was created,

Thiz is the Iamnentable and funda-
mentable error in which rests the
policy that has culminated in his

|anadd _\_"1'.'11111.'1”}' extended.
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declaration of war against these Con-
federate States.

In addition to the long centinued
and deep seated resentment felt by
the Southern States at the persistent
abuse of the powers they had dele-
gated to Congress for the purpose of
enriching the manufaeturing and ship-
ping classes of the North at the ex-
pense of the South. There has ex-
isted for nearly half a century, another
subject of discord, involving interests
of such transeendent magnitude as at
all times to create the apprehension
in the minds of many devoted lovers
of the Union that its permanence
was impossible.

When the several States delegated
certain powers to the United States
Congress, a large portion of the labor-
ing population were imported into the
colonies by the mother country. In
twelve out of the fifteen States negro
slavery existed, and the right of prop-
erty existing in slaves was protected
by law; this property was recognized
in the constitution, and provision was
made against its loss by the escape
of the slave.

The increasein the numberof slaves
by foreign importation from Africa
was also seeured by a clause forbid-
ding Congress to prohibit the slave
trade anterior to a certain date, and in
no clause can there be found any
delegation of power to the Congress
to authorise it in any manner to legis-
late to the prejudies, detriment or
1115(,‘(!!.!.1'{{;__"'1-1]1!'!11. of the ownpers of that
species of property or excluding it
from the protection of the Govern-
1aent.

"The elimate and so0il of the North-
érn States soon proved unpropitions
to the continuance of =lave labor,
while the reverse being the ease at
the South made nnrestricted free in-
tereourse between the two sections
unfricndly.

The Northern States consulted
theirown interests by selling  their
slaves to the South and prohibiting
slavery  between their limits.  The

South were willing purchasers of prop- |

erty suitable to their wants, and paid
the }JI'il.'l_- ot the .'n'(illi.-'\iiirnl without
Larboring a suspicion thar their guiet
*I('}.‘-:ﬂ'.-."].hlL was to be diztarbed b}'

thoze who were not ouly in want of |
{ Conatitutional authority. but by good !

faith as vendors, trom l“:iill{il'.}_l]lg a
title emanating trom thenselves,

As sooin, however, as the Northern
States that p]'l'rllﬂrihrd Advican ::'f;n'm'_\'
within their limits had re:
number suticient to give th

repre-

syatemn of hostile measures acainst
thie vights of the own
the southern States was inoaune

it el

WS,

NO. 21.

of agitation and ion, -
theafllear]y expressed m-tm
rights of the (f:mngress, . Senators and
Representatives: were sent to' the.-
Common. Councils of the - Nadion,
whose ehief title to distinction
sisted in the display of a epirit. of mlts’
{anaticism, and whose husiness was
not to promote the general welfare,
or ensure domestic tranguility——but
to awaken the bitterest hatred against
the citizens of sister Statea by vio-
lent denunciation of their institutiona.

The transaction of public affairs
was impeded by repeated efforts to
usurp powers not delegated by the
constitution, for the purpose of im-
pairing the security of property in
slaves, toa condition of inferiority.

Finally, a great party was organ-
ized for the purpose of obtaining the.
administration of the Government,
with the avowed object of using its
power of the total exclusion of the
slave States from all participation in
the benefits of the public domain, ae-
guired by all the States in  common,
whether by conquest or purchase,
surrounding them entirely by States
in which slavery should be “prohibit-
ed, thus rendering the property in
slaves g0 insecure as to be compara-
tively worthless, and hereby annibi--
lating in efleet property worth thous-
ands of millions of dol{ars..

"T'his party, thus organized, sue-
ceeded in the month of November
last in the election ofits candidate
for the Presidency of the United
States,

In the meantime, under the mild
and genial climate of the Southern
States, and the inereasing care for the
well being and comfort of the labor-
ing classes, dictated alike by interest
and humanity, the African slaves had
augmented in wumber trom about six
hundred thousand, at the date of the
adoption of the coustitutional eom-
pact, to upwards of four millions.

In a woral and social conditiorn:
they bad been elevated from brutal
savages into docile, nielligent and
civilized agricultural laborers, and
supplied not only with bodily com-
forts, but with caretul religious in-
struction under the supervision of a
superior race,  Their kibor had been
g0 directed as not only to allow a
gradnal and marked anelioration of
their own condition, but to convert
hundreds of  thousands  of square

|
1
i
|

eentation 4 controlling vote in the | inereased i
Congress, i In_-]'.-iirtvnl and urg:ulizmi Luider the soc

< of slaves in | em sliveliolding States L

miles of the wildemess inte eultiva-
ted lands covered with a prosperous
people. Towns aud cities had
prung into existence, and it rapidly

wealth and population
dal system of ihie South.
s Bouth-
sugnen-
the date

The white population of

ted from abour 1,230,000 at

A sories of | of the ;lllnla?iu}i of the cons=ituation to

measures was dovised and prosceuted [wore thas 8,500,00 in 1860, apd the

thr the purpose of rendering
the tenure ol property in slaves,

Fanstieal
with moiey by
tions, were assiduonsly eng
i the

ormanzitions, .v:uln}_.]iu.‘i
\_lflﬂll‘u'll'_\_ ."||]I:"~l_‘l'ili'

ood in

the

eXeiting aannest wes il

Pspivit of discoutent  and  revolt—

Mians were turnished for their eseape

1S &
[trom their owners and agents secretly

t'l[l!l‘.l}\'l'ii to entice them to Rllhl'.ll'lll‘i.

The constitutional  provision tor
their rendition (o their owners was
tirst cvaded, then L\[rl".li}‘ denouneed
Az a vielation of conscientions abli-
gation and religious duty.  Men woere
tangeht that it was a nerit to elude,
disobey and violently oppose the exe-
cution ol the laws enactied seeure
the pertormance of the promize con-
tained in the constitational compaet.
CHren owners of alavis were mobbed
and even murdered in open day solely
tor ;:i.p:_\-m; to aonagistrate tor the
arrest ol a fugitive slave.

(%3]

The 11115_'1“:15 of the vo]unt:lr}f or-

canizarion soon obtained control of
the Legislatures  of many  of the
Northern States, and laws wore passed
tor the punishment, by ruinous fines
and long continmed fmprisonment in
Jails and penitentiaries, of eitizens of
the Bouthiern States who should dare
ask aid of the officers of the law for
the recovery of their property. Em-
boldened by suceess, on the theatre

Fproductions

of the Bouth i eotton,
rice, suoar and tobuaceo, tor tue full
development  and  continnanes  of
which the labor of Afviean shives was

and s dndispensable. had swoilen to
an amount which  forned  uearly
three-fourths of the export of the

whole United States, and had be-

eome  absolntely necossary 1o the
waits of eivilized man,
With interests of such ove vwhehn-

ing magnitude imperiled, the people
of the SBouthern States were deiven
by the conduet of the Novh o ihe
adoption of some course ol action 1o
avold ithe dangers with whieh they
were  openly  suenaced. With this
view the Logislatures of the several
States invited  the people to sclect
delegatis to conventions to be held
for the purpese of determining for
themselves what measures wore hest
to be adepted to mect so adiming a
a erisis in their listory,

Here it may be proper to oba
that, from a period as cariy as 1
there had existed in all of the & ‘3
of the Unien a patry alinost uninicr-
ruptedly in the wajority, bised upsn
the erecd that cach Statew in the
last resort, the sole judge as well of
its wrongs as of the wode and measure
of redress.  Indeed, it isobvious that
under the law of nations this prinei<
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