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Gentlemen if' CGongress-It is my
pleasing duty to annoulnce to you
that the constitution firainedrl for the
establishment ofa permanentGovern-
inent of the Confederate States of
America has been ratified by tile sev-
cral convenitions of each of those
States which were referred to, to in-
augurate the said Government in its
full proportions and upon its own
substantial basis of the popular will.

It oiily remains that elections
should be* held fur the designation of
the officers to administer it.

'lThere is every reason to believe
that at no distant day other States
identitied in political principles and
community of interests with those
whliich" you represent, will join this
Confiederacy, giving to its typical
coistellation increased splendor-to
its government of tree, equal and
sovereign States, a wider sphere of
usetuinle'ss, nid to the friends of con-
stitlitinual liberty a greater security
tfr its harmonious and perpetual ex-
I lte( Ce.

It was not, however, fir the pur-
pose of making this anneounce.'ient
that I have deemed it my duty to
convoke you at an earlier day thiani
that fixedl by yourselves for your
meeting.
The delairation of war nmadle against

this /'anfteid(racy, by Abraham Lin-
cln, IP'resideniit of the Uniited Staties
in his i. 4r cl:tuiiatioti. issued on theI :th

lay of the present imonthi, renders it
n;'cessarv, inll my judgment, that you
should convene at thie earliest practi-
ble inoment to (revise the tmeasures
IiecessarV for the dtefence of the coun-
try.

Tlhe occansion is, in4deed, an extra-
ordinary oe. It justifies me in giv-

ilng a brief review of the relationls
hleretnt ire existting between its and

the Ntates which nw"14 unite in I war-
tart' aga~init uts, andl a sucienet state-

na,"nt of the events whichll have resul-
ted to the end that ilmaiikim(l muy pass

intelligent and impartial judlgnwcnt
on ouir imotiv.'s and ob

j ects.
I)uriiig the Mnr wa:Ire'I :against

ire:it Britaij 14 her colonies on this

('1o tinelt, It COllnllioll lan e r iillr.h 1144
theti to a close :ill :ncI(', 'nd to the
tormnation ft a Calnftedteration) v lithe
I erins of which the colonies, sty in':
themisi lves States, enutred se5e 'r:alv
into a firiii l"aiue of f 'i 4l-iilb i wvithi
eachI otlhir tthr their c(,nnont~l (du~t"inet'

the sect1riity of the4ir liibert ics, 114
their 11utu1il and general wI ltfare. 1iniid-
ing the11l='vies to assi.t each th1 ter

ag:inst :ll torce Dtiired to, or att:ek:-
lmsadle uinn them, or ani-y of them oft

4e1'C4)1u41 1~t t1'l l olln.sov r'eil-. t ty, tiade,

o~r any other p~retenice whlatever.

Ili order to guiard against any inis-

co('s1truct 11 of their cr441111411t, thie

several 'i"at:t4 141:11 all explicit dI,-
claration ill it (istincet .rtiele- that

e hll Stat 4e re1t.1ill its s44"tr41 t.l',

freedoml and ibulepmlotnluct. amid i'vterl
Pon.er of ju1 ruis5(ictio4 1nd1 right which
is not lby this said o nllteileeti tioi ex-

l're ' slt 4c.-141g:ate(l to til t I. miteid iStates
in ('o(ngress assenih!ed iluder this con-

tract of4 n
1
liance.

The wa:r of tile Revolut ion( was sne-
ce.-sfittly t-laged, amid resulted1' ill the

rtreaty of p(":ce with 4re:1t Br1'it:ini ini

1-7o'-3. by the tent11s ot whihit the s,'ve-
ratl .states wecre each by naime rectog-
iized to be in11ep4endle 't.

The articles o'S0 Conf 'lderation con-

tained a claIsu e whereby 11 l lter -

tioniis wl'ere prohibited, tullles.s cenf Ir'll-

4ed by th4 Letgislatures of everyl') State
after being algreed t by the cncgress.
:u ini l obedience to4 tihis p1rvIi4io,

tu1 1 the rie5lution of( Conz'rt"es ot

the 21st of Iebruarl. 1787, the sevei-
rd States :1p1nt4 ed delhgateS frn tle

I1tpurpse ot revisinlg tile arntit.ls ot own-
te deratiomi, and1( r't'portilng 44to lgr'e~s

and the sev'rail IL'gislatuves Such~I :d-
terationis aiid prlisiiils tll&'riin as

shall, w~heni agreed to in Congress,
and contrined by the States, render
the Federal constitution adequate
to the exigencies of the Gjovernlmenz,
and tihe preservation of the Union.

It was by the delegates chosen by

the several States under the resolu-
tionjust quoted, that the constitution
hf the United States was formed in
1787, and submitted to the several
States for ratification, as shown by
the seventh article, which is in these
words: "The ratification of the con-
ventions of nine States shall be suffi-
cietit for the establishment of this
constitution between the States so
ratifying the same."

I have italicised certain words in
thce resolutions just made for the pur-

pose of attracting attention to the
singular and marked caution with
which the States endeavored in every
possible form to exclude the idea that
the separate andl independent sover-
eignty of eacd: State was merged
into one common Government or na-
tion; and the earnest desire they
evinced to impress on the constitu-
tion its true character-that of a
compact between independent States
-the constitution of 1787 howvever
admitting the clause already recited
from the articles of confeideration,
which jlrovided in explicit terms that
teachl State reclaimed its sovereignty

and independence.
Some alarm was flt in the States,

when invited to ratify the constitu-
tion, lest this omission should be con-
strued into an iabaidolllnmet of their

cherished principles, and they refu-
sed tio ie satisfiedl until amendmirlttents
were added to the constitution, pla-
cing be1yotid any pretence of doubt
the reservation by the States of their
sovereigt rights iiand pIowers not ex-
pressly delegated to the United States
by thie constitution.

Strange indeed miust it appear to
thel imiipartial o4bserver that it is none
the let-s true that all tlihese caetully
worded clauses proveld unavailing to
prevent the rise and growth in tilt-
Nttrthlert States of a political school
which has persistently claimed that
the ( overtihtentt set tabove iand over
the States an organizatint created
by the States, to secure the blessings
tf liberty atidd niidejenldentce aga:inst
foreign aggti's-essio, has lulent gcaiitt:il-
lv perverted iutot a itiachiie for Itheir
control in their dome ic alliirs.

''The crea;ture has been exaltedabove
its ('reeator-tile principals h ave been
miale subiordinuate to the agent appot ii-
ted ti tIthemtselves.

The lpeotpl. of the Southern States,
whose alumst excltisiye occttlpatiolt
was agriculturtte, e:trlyv lerceiveil a
teile IImieu in the Nortliert States to
rttinltr a ctit tu1onl (hioveriutiett subiser-
vietit to their own iauroimses by ivmu-

lpii 1tu1 t nitt 5s oit ctitttnierce as a
proteittito t itheir ui:ntuttetttring and
shijpittg interests.

Lollou ad angry controversies grew
tint otf 111se attt mipts ofaen -tact -sful,
tot bt nl, it ttllt otC ion o ttt l nit l t ryltl

at tlhe exipense of the ter, and the

t5? lan r of (Ii. r up~tiou arising f 1r: this:tutse Wtas eliuatleid Iby tlhe a tet tliat
tie Northent poulattion was inertia--
ing ly eiltig:ttitti a:til tither cattiss
titan tie pipulatioi of tihe Sttith.i

liy igi recs. as thie N t'rtItteit Staltes
trained "l"ponidetrance il the Natitial

tgrtl'ess, seltf interest taughit th irii

po h.tll it) yield really :t5.t m to ally
jclattsilIe advocacy il their riight as ta

nInttjurity to itovern the ti ttrity. -

witlhouit control thei y learn to liiste t

with itlletieItnce to the Wugiestiot etattv titlistitutiola l itltji ldi ni tit to the
Xttrcise of tieir will, atol so utterly

have the lrticihles i ttf th e ctstitit-
tion bi e ctrrutlttetl ill the Northern
mlind that, ill the intau"_urtal add(res-
telivered by l'resittent Litcolnt in

March last, lie -sttrts as a tuia itn
which he plainly deems to be untideni-
title, that the I leoiu tIlii cth tasIituI-ti' 

il rl' irti is, it till casts, that Ith

ntutjirity 

tihiall govttit. Attd it ati-

ather itetticrailtl itstaitte tlhi -amnt

U Iiet iMlagistratty thu nit he-i tate to

liikene 

the relatjolts b~e: 'ein Statis atid

hthe U tited States to those which existhetwe'n 

the coluity atnt the State ini

which it is situated, atid by which it
was cx'eated.

This is the lamentable and funda-mcntable error in which rests thepolicy that has culminated in his
declaration of war against these Con-
federate States.

In addition to the long continued
and deep seated resentment felt by
the Southern States at the persistent
abuse of the powers they had dele-
gated to Congress for the purpose of
enriching the manufacturing and ship-
ping classes of the North at the ex-
pense of the South. There has ex-
isted for nearly half a century, another
subject of discord, involving interests
of such transcendent magnitude as at
all times to create the apprehension
in the minds of many devoted lovers
of the Union that its permanence
was impossible.

When the several States delegated
certain powers to the United States
Congress, a large portion of the labor-
ing population were imported into the
colonies by the mother country. In
twelve out of the fifteen States negro
slavery existed, and the right of prop-
erty existing in slaves was protected
by law; this property was recognized
in the constitution, and provision was
made against its loss by the escape
of the slave.

Thile increasein the numberof slaves
by foreign importation from Africa
was also secured by a clause forbid-
ding Congress to prohibit the slave
trade anterior to a certain date, and in
no clause can there be found any
delegation of power to the Congress
to authorise it in any manner to legis-
late to the prejudice, detriment or
discouragement of the owners of that
species of property or excluding it
freon the protection of the Govern-
Inenrt.

'lThe climate and soil of the North-
ern States soon proved unpropitions
to the continuance of slave labor,
while the reverse being the case at
the South made unrestricted free in-
tercouIrse between the two sections

unfriendly.
'T'he Northern States consulted

their ownz interests by selling their
slaves to the South and prohibiting
slavery between their limits. 'iThe
Si uth were wilillng purchusers oef prop-
tertyv suitable to their wtants, and paid
the price of the acquisition without
1marboring a suspicion that their quiet
possessimen was to be disturbed by
those who were not only in want of
Constitutional :Intllhority. but by good
faith as vendors, from disquieting a
title onmanatilng friot thm))s)lve s.

As soolln, however, as the Northern

States thiat prolhibited African slavery
within their limits had reached a
tnumber sufficient to give their relre-
sentation a controlling vote in the
Congress, a persistent and organizedl
systeru of hostile tlmeasures aeainst

ithe rights oft thie owners of slaves in
the S uthern States was intnugeurate-d
andttl gradually extended. A Series of

ertliettle5s was dlevised alnd prolsecuted
Soer t he ptrleiect of recdering insecure

the tenure lof petoperty ini slaves.
Fanaic;tical ee atllzatetieons, stplied

With money by cevoluntary subtscrip-
titons, Were n-siduneeusly engaged in
exciting antime ost thle the slaves a

Spirit itof disc tetlet and revolt.-
Menus were furnished etir their escape
frteee their owners t nel agents secretly

emtloied-i to entice thent to abscond.
flte - n1st0itutioneal provision for

their reutlitioe tee their owners was
tirst evaded. lthen openlly denou tced
ias a vielit ictin el)c' eoscientiotns obli-

gttion tend religious duty. Mlen were
routight that it was a Imierit to clude,
disoey and violenitly olepose the exe-
cutiolnt of the laews enacted to secure

the perfornuce of the promise con-
tained in the constitutional cempact.
t )Lrten cewne-rs of slavws were emelobed
and even murdered in open day solely
tier apjlving tee a maigtistrate tor thee
arrest eel a fuit~it e slave-.

'lThe eliegnees e f thme voluntary or-
gaeezni-aien soon obtatine-d ceuttroh oh
Ii, Legislatures of many of the:
Northern States, and laws were passed
for the punishment, by ruinous tines
and long coteminue-e imprisonexment in
jails and penitentiaries, of' citizens of
the Southern States who should dare
ask aid of the officers of the law for
the recovery of their property. Em-
boldened by succese, on the theatre

of agitation and aggreasuam.. .bt
the clearly epsed tittionl
rights of the Congress,.. feufsaud
Representatives, were seat' t.a the:
Common.. Councils of thse .i ,
whose chief title to distincij'p-
sisted in the display of a spirit.ofua'
fanaticism, and whose businesg. waa
not to promote the general welfat,.
or ensure domestic, tranquility.-but
to awaken the bitterest.hatred. gainst.
the citizens of sister States by vio-.

Lent denunciation of theirinstitutions.The transaction of public affairs
was impeded by repeated efforts to
usurp powers not delegated by the-
constitution, for the purpose ofim-
pairing the security of property in

slaves, to a condition of inferiority.
Finally, a great party was organ-

ized for the purpose of obtaining the
administration of the Government,.
with the avowed object of using its
power of the total exclusiou of the
slave States from all participation in
the benefits of the public domain, ac-
quired by all the States in common,.
whether by conquest or purchase,
surrounding them entirely by State*
in which slavery should be prohibit-
ed, thus rendering the property in
slaves so insecure as to be compara-
tively worthless, and hereby annihi-.
lating in effect property worth thous-
ands of millions of dollars.

'This party, thus organized, suc-
ceeded in the month of November
last in the election of its candidate
for the Presidency of the United
States.

In the meantime, under the mild
and genial climate of the Southern
States, and the increasing care for the
well being and comfort of the labor-
ing classes, dictated alike by interest
and humanity, the African slaves had
augmented in number from about six
hundred thousand, at the date of the
adoption of the constitutional com-
pact, to upwards of four millions.

In a moral and social condition
they had been elevated from brutal
savages into docile, intelligent and
civilized agricultural laborers, and
supplied not only with bodily com-
forts, but with careful religious in-
struction under the supervision of a
superior race. Their labor had been
so directe'd as not onlyI to allow ait
gradual and marked amelioration of
their own condition, but to convert
hundreds of thousands of square
miles of the wilderness into cultiva-
ted lands- covered with a proisperous
people. Towns and cities had.
sprung into existence, and it rapidly
increased in wealth and population
under the social system of the South.

lThce white' poptulatione of ilel. South-
ern sla'elcoldiig States hell( augnen-

ted ftrop about 1 ,250,00tt at the date
of the adoption of the coi tu:ion, to.
Liore tlout 5,500,00 in 1SiQ, and the
prodluctions of the South in cotton,
rice, suT'ar and teobacco, four the full
:levelopwIe'nt and ceentilnuance. of
twhich the labor of African sla:,e s was
and is indi'peusable, had swtolyen to
al muneemet which tormned nearly
tlhree-tfourths of the export c:t' the
whole United States, and la i be-
come absolutely necessary to the
w ants of civilized man.

With interests of such ovi r:whelm-
ing magnitude inmperiled, the. people
tf the South he'rn States. weo.' c(ie eln

by thie conduct, of the North to the
adloption of soeuie (coe:se of action to
avoid the dangers withll which they
were openly ileunaced. WVi:h this
view the Le;'islattres of the several
States invited the people to select
elecgate s to conventions to be held

for the epurp.cse of' detetininio fier
them.selves what ncasures ;,ere Ibest

to be adopted to meet so a&bLrmning a
t crisis in their eistorv,

Here it may be prop~r to obk-tryerhat, freem a period as early as 1798,thterel had existed in all of th0 t:atesof the Union a patry alhtost uninter-ruptedly iin the tnajoeritv, bLsed upcn

:le creed that each State was, in the

last resort, the sole judge as welt of'its wrongs as of the mode and measure)f redress. Indeed, it isobvious thatruder the law of nations this pikaci.

jTo Ba CoCNTkNiVUkl.


