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SPEECH OF

John C. Breckinrldge on the Lin-
coln War.

f Co'mcluded. ]

Thus the President has assumed
the .legislative and judicial powers,
which in every age has been the
very evidence of d(espositism, and
he exercises them to any, wrJile we
sit in the Senate (2llunber, and the
other branch of the Legislature at
the other endl of the Capitol. Mr.
i'resident, what is the cxcu.se-what
is the justification, neccusity? I
ani.-er, first, theret was no necessity.
W\as it neces~sary topreercr the visi-
hbl etbllhl31.ms of 1Fedrrnt authority
here tha t lhe Southern coast should
have bee blockwalehi. ])id not the
1-anlle necei.-siiy exist when Congress,
at the last S•e-sion, reifu-dl to pass
Ie l",rc bill? Was it nlccssary to
the' existcl-ee.,t Ioli,' ltl'nion, till Con-

r~ti-- sll lutll ueect, tlhat ,powers not
coltIfrre, I2by the cjonstituti'n should
Ibe a..-inea.d ! XWas there a nec'ssi -

ty lor ove rrunllitig the Stat.e of M1is-
souiri ! W;:s there a ii nece:ssitv tf'r
rai--in g tithe; largest arvmy e'ver assern-
1,h d on the: A:l,-riciu cntint:, not
tir collctinig the largest tfleet ever
collected in an Amierican: harblr
C(iigrl'ss may eemV ( i i. was le(Isary'V

in e4minte1t1plati,,i1 of a lprotr-te('!e
struggle t,,r the iire,(erv:tio, of ti.'
constitution anIII the Union. WVhat
I mlean ito say is. that there xwa1s n1,n

(of that o-ver-rruling li3.ec•sity fi, pr ,-

sent pre.1crvati'o whicli may apply
t, usur1 l pa:ti,1s o31 the c lnd.-titu1tii,11. In
the c:se ,,f tlhe mati in )M:rvhl:'l who,

w,':(s c,,ntlj. ,2d s(, }('l;i ill Folit -1'e'lle -
tV, w'.v- 1here anVy nr'ess, i V ,f coin-

iin ing hti in.1stead of tutr nitn'.- hint1
,, .tr to The civ il aullthritie-! The
chi.ef t'h10rge was, that -weeks buih',,
eW hal be,',' ,onct'erm.14 int tr(n n.':s-i111

hlc acts. \Vas nwt the1 .1juici:1l n1u-
tlh,,rity th..lk, to tke' chlar'_"e of him.
and iV' clev1vict.d', to puandil himl
It threle wasa i .tlcessitV in tlhe pre-

t st:i " O•f aiftiirs. uid 1.'c1' rell g-s- s inl

ses.-ion i•ir'•'. thefn what a. loll" n'c_ -
.-ity " w,. h;lowe beflr,, us and imp,.~vi-
ilt' ,,v- r u1 . l .et C',ll;,' r,.:- atp.pr, v,.
a;i rlatify thes. nacts. nilI theire -.::l\-

,ci r la 1.c1 .',S-itV wilichI will jiistitv

tile I'resiehltnt in1 suplrS,3itl1,I the :l\w
in ,.4r'V State in this lni' , m l,3
rTheir' i llnt h' a v1.e itIe of civil :iel-

thrity lettt to rime aftin-t this usltr-
plti, io1 tl 'mili t:ry pf 3 ,. r' . l1u t L t,'.-
nv tlhis ltx't ril,.' of nl e t .--it . 1 (i,-
in]I that the' rI' -i"el !nt tt Ithi lnit ,le

t 1ats ell ' \vilat the; c.,.-ttittit'in

u11,,,n te 3 r'a .ndi(1 c t n1,ec-silt. 'Ihe
d. 'tl ine . tiltterlv 1'r-ive ,f tile

ci1ton lit 1 t.itn. It 5sit,•ulmtlte the will

3,I '1321' 1 l i 1 t tl :1 'l l ct ll, 33 13 111 ,ll.

;Th e ( ,0 '1'l3i1232 Ill 2' h, l'I:it•.,
:.ta t='. Whit'h ) t' s it- lit' f1!. 1 Tlhe

,131.1-'t it l' itil, I tl ' ' , etSf" 1'('-t Uip ,t :2111 ''N -

i, '', tli 2o -,'1 . It 1 l. t est. s i i ,,,o .14 11 ,'x-

tiros ali writteil c(, .-- t"II-. nlil,t the

I ~\Vr'lnoliln'llt lllmay exl'tl'i-t" siC ,' -
3 1'(lS id -lich l i-l i3 3 l s :it1' g, t"i1'1. inll this

w\ 'ittet L13r11 ,,3 (it3,33 'Vilrnm nllt . lIle
I,',"pl1 , o3f tlh, , "' St:IleS ct.,nf'"rl'reli (,31

TIIi. 2.s agent ft t1il3 s iullst sii('l plw ,er.S
a1" theV d'3m d'y ll t c1a1'l.t-1 ir'v. All

,t11,11'r s "\ 1're r'etai iE . T'eil' io'll. stitlt
tio1n was i'll ' Or all c til' ill'," ll'ci,. -
3t,,r I•e ' 13 and l' " w:itl --- :111(1 theilt.Vcn-

ti•,irrd :ill ilt" twi e1r tht hy d et'telu
13he1's'ary. ant t nes(' (':Hi 1 ~thibil itswa-

,hit. ItThe tt•' ,w0'rS be i ntl snli tlicit. .
still little ther-s '.i',ere t•laite,.l, ail(

o0t' otherst talo ote exeriset'i(d. \t II
I this o I.ni'd Is t he. ide tao be
tat, nlnce(d that atIll pro, -ti

t iuti al il.l
s 

-

1io,- art' a ,i lit ' rnaIl,, sIuteordlinia 't, tn-

tirelm to the, 0piniowns ant ideas that
minay irevail at the hlour with retr-

wohl hardtitory, tnd I thoa ght it was

world and history that it shall not

respect that authority which no long-
er respects its own limitations. These
are a few of the reasons that will
control my vote against this resolu-
tion. I hope it will be voted upon,
and if it should receive a majority,
as I fear, it will be an invitation to
the President of the United States,
in the absence of all legislation, to do
the like acts whether, in his opinion,
it is in Kentucky, and Misseuri, and
everywhere '? In his discretion he
will feel himself warranted in subor-
dinating the civil to the militarypow-
er, and to imprison citizens without
the warrant of law, anrd to suspend
the writ of habeas corpus, and estab-
lish martial law, to make searches
and suppress the press, and to do all
those acts which rest on the will and
authority of a military commander.
In my judlglrent, if we pass this, we
are uponl Il ev\- of putting, so fair as
we can, in thie ha:ndls of the President
of the UtlitetI State:s the power of a
dictator. WTith such a heginningii as
this what are we to expect ill the flu-
tilre? WVlihen we ve enlt ilnprisonied
within hail of the Capitol, without
warrant. and ('olligrtss in session, and
tilhe courts paralyze and Congress
not rising in a protest ,of indignant
terms against it, we m!ay be flle(l
with gloomy forebodings for the fu-
tuire. VWhati may we expect except
a line of conduct in keeping with
what has been done? Is this a con-
test to preserve the Uniou ? If' so,
tilIenl it shouM I) he waged in a constitu-
tinal tmanly. Is tile doctrine to oh-
tain that lprovinc•es are to Ie entirely
suubordlinate to tlh itde:; of political
unity ? Shall the rallying cry lie
thie collstittttioni and the Union, or
alI we pr.paritd to say that the con-
stitlution is .',,lten, but timt Union sur-
viv.-es ? What sort oft'n a [ion would
it hte ! Le,t this principle be be annun-
e,,l, and let us tl'rry' onl this contest
will this s irir, winking at or ap-
Irtvinll, ttIe, violations of this sacred

inustrunitt, andl thl, pele.lt, will soon
I,"'in t,i inlqttil," what will hieccmtne of
1,ur1 liberties iat tihe 'iend of the experi-
Ililt .

'hil. lpre_,nanlt (tt,.stion tlr us to de-
t.itl, is, whethrr thil cn.--r ituti ,tn is to
I, r,.slp'cteId il this .tru.'lt :le, or
Xwhthlt r we arr callhd ullon to follow
h. t1:1 over the 1l ruiis tof1 tlit, c llnsti-
iltI.ll! I . lieve, \ itt.tllut qltes-
:i, ili' the ollOtive s (I" all-y, tilthe wi ,llt -
ti'iindi. i t' tile presnt tlrt'ceedlin; . ,
is to establish a Ui)Vr.lllnftlltt wit hout
lilnitati'ns, atill radically to chan!,..

t" l'r:ilcm c:ali t i ii ic a r l , tcIht iactlr t -

Sli t. ll i w2Sll toll ,ll til ' t ila,
ta distinlluish'iled Aln.ri.e.ian, tihat lilnlVy

Anlrindt whln caall d t\i\'? ti td illt

the pri-.tnit tiloniitin oft tlliiXi, hl rc ,
said, "' W e tholid .lt v rill" I l'' al iV-
l'rniltlnt rested all cr insl ti. :tuts how

t, you ltrI,1o 
, 

ts to laillt taiil it i1\-

tforc'e . " " ft,'n th,' ali•\\'n r 1w\oltdi h ,

hlit hait tis faiti. It is not l t'ilo

,ini l1sil. :itt1d Wye inittei d to 1i1 k," itstr, ll' a ot tt hl. alal tio ctlltIagIt tih.
("it:tr:lcter o'f thi' (Go vertnmeti t. :lilt! We

will ,ive it all e ht , strlngtii WVe ,tl'dte ,
1s Ol'Sitial, wSitliut fr, tid t' thie prIr-
i \'l ,is ,f th,-r 1' W situa, in, whi ch

was 111:11e sllne t-'ilhtv years ag,, and
h:1s ,..n f, , nllti 1101 tit tor thi. prl'•.st"llt
(oI litih ofs tthirt s." thik it s tl e i-
w,,ll thaa t the attnlticln th cot•un-
rv. sIhuld ion cailed to ithe teoltencv
,f tlhi ._ . I kl \\" ;ll r, - r, tlliu ht-

th. constIrvittillit o-the sei acdts ,i '

11'11) 1 tWi',tliki ft'ltvrr en ll. h0 I a,-ke
tl IIS t',C it<t WilhNIthl " tii ,, 1, o ilinter-
f ir-, with thl," pt -rs• nt-l ri ht- of pjI-

litihal coinnuu iti,. . 1I.I thil retf.r

or, ehlt ad that, in the, clrartrtr thi

hued, sta at th erard to this contest

contest whitho-t regrard to the coTIsti-

tution. I content myself in saying
that it never was contemplated by
the framers of the constitutidii that
this government should be maintain-
ed by military force or by subjuga-
ting* different political communities.
It was declared by Madison and by
Hlamilton himself, that there was no
competency in the government thus
to preserve it. Suppose the military
subjugation is successful-suppose
the army marches through Virginia
and the Gulf States to New Orleans
-then the war is prosecuted uncon-
stitutionally. Even if there were
warrant of law for it, it would be the
overthrow of the constitution. There
is no warrant in the constitution to
conduct the contest in that form. In
further proof of how they intend to
conduct this contest, I refer to the
speech of the eloquent Senator front
Oregon (Mr. Baker,) when he declared
he was for direct war, and said that.
'for that purpose nobody was so good
as a dictator. Is anything more nec-
essary to show that, so far as that
Senator is concerned, he proposed to
conduct the contest without regard to
the constitution? I heard no rebuke
administered to the eminent Senator,
but, on the contrary, I saw warm
congratulations, and the Senator di-
clared that, unless the people of these
States were willing to obey the Fed-
eral G(overnment, they must be re-
duced to the condition of Territories ;
and, he added, he would govern theta
by Governors from Masssachusetrs
and Illinois. This was said serious:=
ly, and afterwards repeated.

Mr. Baker, (Republican,) of Oregon,
explained. He said he was deliv-r-
ing a speech against giving too much
power to the President, andwaskeeT
ing his usual constitutional, guardt.d!
position against an increase of th,.
standing armys, ind gave, asanex cust,
for voting for the bill, the pr,.s,~tr
state of public affairs. lie did say
lie would take sone risk of despoti::
and repeated that he would risk a lit
tle to save all. HIe hoped the Stat, .
would return to their allegiance, !.,:
it they would not,he thou'ght it bettc-:
tor civilization and humanity tia1:
ihey should be governed as ITenrrtori
lte did say o thiln and believed s
now, and thought the events of th.
next sic months woulj show that i;
would be better if the cSenator betlitev-
Sd1 it too.

Mfr. lireckinridge said the answ.,-.
of the Senator proved what he sai.
and contended that it was evidt•:
that the constitution was to bo .
aside. It was uttetrly sult'rsive
thlie ct ,,-titu:tiol and ot pubiic libLr-
to clothet any one with dic.tatorialp ,•i -

trs. lie then referred to the s.pet-
oftIMr. Disxon, ofConnecticut, weho ;\sl
in substance, that if Atr'-ican .-:iv, a:
stouot in the way it must be abol!-:.
ttd.

MJr. Dixon, (Republ:can.) of ci;.:
nectieut, had the Secretary to :,:
what hc- did say on the sul ,c', as .:
ishe.ld vesterday.

IMr. lUbkeckinrimicte said it appear it1
him thatthe itto t violent lItiul,'i.:a
had pls,-se.--ioin of the (lovertn.,-.
andt rt.err,.d to the bill introdiuc, i.
\lr. Poinmeriyv to stuppre-s the l
hohler rebellion, and which ai.
taiind a provision. the t ,ie i.,:
slanv.c. I, cointndid tiihart li

tit, \, as enoutlgh to hiw 
i

t '
ca.-titutlionl wast to e, tput aside.

.eMr. Bilgtiaiihn, (rhiepullita,.
Michigan, at.kcl it lhe con:ond, . .
was not a slaveholdders' re cli,,".

Mr. lrckiurig,1 do. si,:
lie tlhen ret rrted to the ref•sti , :
session to mnaket' any (Iniupre::.

thou tlh the SotutherlL leaders sa.i.
would be satislicd with the hrit.:

,ompromttiisc. l'uit all effhrts w , .-
Pi.ed, and now an, ,,ti'rsa f ax "t
ruled out of order ~ui one I lous a
is vain and idle to argue tor it.
wanted to let. the country k-now
gress deliberately refutsed th,, la-:,
tort to avert the horrors of an .n t

struggle. I ut why utt-r wors
shall trouble the senate no lonn :
know no argumeut or appeal wilt .
anv effect. I have cherished :al l
life an attachment t, the Tnicn '


