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THE LEGISLATURE AND ITh WORK.

The present session of the Legislature
which convened Monday promises to be

very interesting as some very important mat-
ters are to be brought to the attention of our
legislators, chief of which are as follows:

The creation of a new congressional Dis'
trict.

The redistricting of the other Congres.
sional Senatorial, Judicial and Legislative
districts.

The appropriation of a handsome
sum to display Louisiana's unparalled re
sources at the Lt. Louis World's Fair.

The remodeling of the Judiciary system.
A bill to provide separate accommoda-

tions for whites and blacks in street cars of
cities of over 100,000, meaning New Orleans.

To transfer Chalmette monument to the
Federal government.

An Anti-Trust aet.
A bill to allow the lease of oyster lands

up to 100 acres to one individual.
A constitutional amendment giving the

governor power to reappoint Chief Justice
Nicholls as Chief Justice.

An act to make agricultural contracts
real instead of personal.

The Poll Tax Question.
The Public School System.
The passage of a concurrent resolution

inviting the Hero of Santiago to visit the
Capital of Louisiana and address the Legis-
lature.

There is a little sentiment in favor of
reducing the number of members of the
house and Senate, which under the Constitu-
tion is limited to 41 in the Senate and 116 In
the Bouse. At presept there are thirty nine
Senators and 114 representatives. There
will be a fight however for both the addition-
atl places in each branch.

As will be seen this session of the legis-
lature will be of more significance to the peo
ple of Louisiana than one would imagine.
That the session will witness some lively
skirmishes is quite evident

We are satisfied that our representativei
Meesrs Angelloz and Delanne and Senator
W. H. Price will watch over the interest ol
the parish of Lafourche with a vigilant eye.

A TERRIBLE CATASTROPHE.

The town of St. Pierre, in the island o1

Martinique, a French posession, has just bee&

totally destroyed by the eruption of a volca

no, Mount Pelee, and every soul perished.

The volcano exploded with terrific force and

the city was soon covered with burning lava

Eighteen ships in the barbor were distroyed.

St. Pierre had a population of about 80,00(

Inhabitnta, one third of whom were white

Towns for miles around~ felt the effect of the

eruption, and thousands of people were kill

ed outside of St. Pierre. The loss of lives ii

estimated at 40,000. The island of Martini
que is forty miles long by twenty miles wide

This is the most distructive catastrophi
of modern times. Nothing since the days a:
Pompeii and Herculaneum has ever occurrec

in which so much property was distroyed
and so many lives lost. Slight earth shocki
had been felt and Mount Pelee had been in
state of. eruption for several days before
The inhabitants thought themselves safe and
remained. The shower of fire and ashes sooi
distroyed property and lives leaving not a
soul to tell the awful story of the distruction
of St. Pierre and its inhabitants.

No greater calamity has ever happened
to a people, and the United States with com
pendable generosity hare already begun the
work of relieving the sufferings of th• dj•i
tresed and affliucted. The French go~r,
pent h~s our deepest sympathy . and in :n
way can our country better show it than-by

dssating the distressed people of Martinique.

DEATH'S KDOINGS.

Last week there' passed away from thel

scenes of this world several conspicuous per-i

sonages in the history of our country. Bishop

•corrigan, Admiral Sampson, Bret Harte the

novelist who died last week and Paul Lei-!
cester Ford the author of Janice Meredith!1

'he Hon. Peter Sterling and other notable

works who was slain by his brother were

each in their respective sphere of usefulness,

prominent men. That the soul of the man

of God, the advocate of love, of peace and

good will towards men, should have winged

its flight to its creator at the same time with'

the man of war is the strange work of fate.

With them go two others whose lives were

devoted to please to interest to instruct-the

novelists. Together they stand to-day before

their Great Judge to give an account of their

stewardship upon earth.

The death of Admiral Sampson removes

from our midst the central figure in the na-

val controversy incident to our late war with

Spain. That he posessed superior abilities is

recognized by all, but it is unfortunate that

he should have lost in his declining years the
good will and confidence of his people. It is

said that he was lacking in that magnanimi-

ty characteristic of the great man, and hence
his action in the Schley matter. Be it as it

may his good name and reputation suffer and

there is no one but himself to blame. What-

ever we have to say about the dead let it be

but good things. We are willing to forget
the part he played in that unjust quarrel
and give the Admiral all the credit that he
deserves. We are only sorry that such a
man, so well qualified and fitted, should not
leave a greater name.

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR THE POOR.

We know several heavy tax-payers who'
favor the school tax and yet they have o I
children to educate. Why are they willing
to pay a tax from which they will derive no
immediate benefits. If we could search be-
neath their coats we would fnd hearts as big
as lowland watermelons-men who love their
kind, and while they cannot enjoy a thing
themselves would love to see others do so.
As the campaign progresses we will give to
the public the names of these gentlemen
which will prove that they have no pecunia-
ry interests at stake and are acting the parts,
of philanthropists.-Marksville Blade.

It is a fact that among the opponents of
every proposition to levy a special school tax
are to be found many persons who own very
little or no property. At the election recent-
ly held in this town the results showed that
there were, proportionately, more votes cast
against the school tax by people whose taxes
amount to very little, than by those who
have larger sums to pay. As the poor man is
less able to do without good public schools
than his rich neighbor, this fact is, to say the
least, very strange. Yet it is not an uncom-
mon thing to see a poor man with a house
filled with children moving heaven and earth
in an effort to defeat a school tax, when he
knows that the public school alone offers his
sons and daughters an opportunity to secure
an education. The school tax is paid by
people who have no children to educate and
Sby railroad companies and other non-resident
corporations. If these, who are not the direct
beneficiaries of the system, opposed the pub-
lic schools, they would merely betray a bru-
tal selfishness and show that they are totallySdevoid of civic pride, but the poor man with

children to educate who votes against a
school tax is inconceivably blind to his ownSinterests and shamefully neglectful of his
duties.

Thomas Jefferson, the greatest exponentof Republican principles that ever lived in

any age and in any country, was a believer
-in universal education at the public cost. in,the words which follow the Sage of Monti-

cello gives characteristic expression to his- views on the subject. He said:

"The object is to bring into action that
mass of talents which lies buried in poverty
in every country fur want of the means of
development, and this gives activity to aImass of mind which in proportion to our
population shall be the double or treble of
what it is in most countries."

Who, then, are more interested in public
education than the people who have not the
means to send their children to the universi-
ties to be educated? Jefferson had an abid-ing faith in the virtue and good sense of the
maesses and he believed that all that was ne-
ocessary to insure the permanence of the re-
public was a system of free schools whichmade the school-house accessible to every
child in the land. With prophetic vision he
said that the public school would bring into
action that "mass of talents which lies buried
in poverty." How well the history of thiscountry has verified these words is known by
jevery one who has read the story of the re-
gublic, for did not the Jacksons, the Clays
and the Lincolns come out of the rude log-
"abins to make the cause of human liberty
grander and dearer throughout the worldl--
Lafayette Gazette.
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Shreveport, Dallas,
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trains.
E. P. TURNER.

General Pass. & Ticket Agt.
Dallas, Texas.
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CLAY KNOBLOCH
Att'y anti Coutnselor at Law

Thibodaux, La.
OQytces:

Gaude Building,
St. Philip St.

US E....
Dr. Meyer's

Water.
MIC. A DOTTLE. 2

FRANKLIN HOTEL
PETER FEY. PROP

First class Accommodations
Board by the day $1.00 and $2.00.

Also board by the week and month.

Meals Served at all Hours.
Cor. St. Lomis and Market Streets.

Adjoinlng Bank of Thibodaux.
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Look Carefully
To Your Kidneys

Dr. Jenner's
Kidney Pills

cause the kidneys to work as
mature intended they should.

They build up the shrunken

walls of the kidneys, as no
known remaedy has been found
to do before.

As a cure for urinary troubles
they have no equal.

10o, 35, So Cents an

ROTH DRUG 8TOfE.

of tef'xeacle nc
Our Music 4tore is the central office
for all messages of inspiring harprao-
ny and poetic minstrelsy. We are
headquarters for all kinds of

Musical Instrum nts ,
and musicasl goods and can suit you
in anything you want.

Yours for melody,

V. J. Knobloch.
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Markes lusand.
Alwqae on hand the best of Beef. Mast.
Pork, Veal. and sausages ro all kaids.

Naeket Street, Thibodaux. La.
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Drug, ChemkIcals, Perimery, chol beek,
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