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Arkansas Democratic State Convention.
LITTLE ROCK, July 1.-Toe DI)am

ocratic State convention met at noon.
Nearly every county was represented.
J. N. IHewitt was elected permanent
president and Samul Black vice presi-
dent. After appointing committees
the convention adljourned till 3 p.m.

A Lucky Hook Keeper.

NEW YORK, July 1.-L. W. Pearce,
of No. 263 Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, a
bookkeeper who for some time has
been a claimant to the estate of L. H.
Bythe, who died in California three
years ago leaving an estate said to be
worth $8,000,000, has just received
letters from his counsel in San Fran-
cisco which make it appear that he is
likely to obtain the entire property.
The contest is between Mr. Pearce and
an alleged daughter and other relatives
of the dead millionaire.

Brilliant Social Event.

CITY OF MEXICO, July, 1.-One of
the most brilliant social events in
Mexico since the time of the empire,
took place Tuesday night, being a
fancy dress ball given by Sir Spencer
St. John, the British min'
ister. The court yard of the minister's
residence was transformed into a ball
room and beautifully decorated. The
costumes of the ladies were very costly
and the display of diamouds was mag-
nfieent. President Diaz wore an
evening costume, as did also the mem-
bers of his cabinet. Mr. Walker
Blaine, who is here on a visit, was
present. The event created a great
sensation in Mexican social circles, the
invitations being confined to Mexican
and English residents with a few
Amerclans.

Republican State Convention.

IIARRISHBURG, Pa., July 1.-The
Republican State convention met here
yesterday with every delegation full.
Mr. Oliver was elected temporary
chairman. On taking,the chir he said;
"With our ancient foes in possession
of the Federal government and the
lower and more important branch of
the national Congress, endeavoring by
every means to enact legislation that
will close up hundreds of our works-
hops, drown fires in thousands of our
furnances, it is more than ever necess
sary that the Republican party should
live; and above all, that the Republi-
cans of this.great State should proclaim
to the world that we demand tariff not
for revenue only, not even for revenue
with Incidental protection, but for
protection alone.

General Wagener, of Philadelphia,
was chosen permanent presiding offi-
cer. The next business in order being
the nomination of candidates, Col. D.
H. Hastings placed the name of
James A. Beaver before the convcnt
tion as the party candidate for gover.
nor. No other candidates were named
for governor and on motion General
Beaver was nominated by acclamation
with shouts and cheers. Wm. T.
Davis was nominated for lieutenants,
governor on the first ballot.

A Favorable Showing.

NEWV ORLEANS, July 1.-State

Treasurer Burke has arranged with
nine of the associated banks of New
Orleans for all funds needed to pay
interest on the consolidated and con-
stitutional four per cent bonds of State
pending collection of taxes, which are
collected in the fall and winter. The
amount offered the State at five per
cent was largely in excess of required
ments. Louisiana coupons due July
1, 1886 will be cashed as usual by It.
Newga.s & Co., London; Bank of
New York, New York city, and by
theState National Bank New Orleans.
Coupons which matured prior to July
I, 1886, should be presented at the
State treasury, Baton Rouge La. The
State treasurer says the course of leg.
Islation at Baton Rouge has inspired
great confidence in the financial future
of the State, as not a single special
appropriation has passed this session.
The general appropriation bill is $300,-
000 less for general fund purposes than
for the years 1884, and 1885, $60,000
less than the general fund revenue for
1887. The interest tax now levied will
yeild a surplus, and the assessed values
of the State have increased at the rate
of $3,000,000 a year for ten years past-
The school fund, levee fund and inter-
est fund of the State are now on a cash
basis, and legislation now nearly
completed will enable the State to
cash her general fund warrants from
the first of January, 1882. Throughout
the year the revenues of the State have
been largely increased by kLgislation
and by termination of litigation fa-
vorably to the State, and at the same
time appropriations for the expenses
of the government have been largely
diminished. The action of the banks
expresses confidence of the public of
the improved financial status of the
State.

Louisiana Legislature,

B.rToN RoctG., July 1.-John E,
IIudson, of Livingston parish, petif
tioned the house to impeach James
M. Thompson, judge of the Eigh"
teenth Judicial Court, for malfeasance
in office. The judiciary committee
refused to entertain the petition and
dismissed the matter.

The Senatejudiciary committee re
ported favorably upon Senator Jumcl'a
bill providing for rendering navigable
Bayou Plaquemine and its outlet to
Grand lake, and author zing the
Bayou Plaquemine andt Attakapas
Navigation and Transportation Com-
pany to reduce the shares of paid up
stock and to reorganize said com
pany.
The Senate lioance commitiee reported
favorably upon the bill appropriating
$20,0041 to the Southern Colored Uni-
versity of New Orleans. The com-
mittee sail they reported the bill
favorably but could not say where the
money would come from, as the reve-
nue of the Sta'e has been reduced
some *200,000 by the action of the
House on the license bill.

There are several other similar bills
before this committee, all of which
will be leported favorably, but where
the money will come from i• not
known.

The cumnittee on registration re-
ported favorably on an act canceling
existing registration of voters in Or-
leans and providling for a new regist:a'
tion thereof. Thik bill eomes from the

committee of one hundred and will go
into effect immediately after its pas-
sage.

Mr. Braughan's bill to determine
the qualifications of jurors or exempt
certain persons from serving ; to give
district judges certain discretionary
powers and to provide for summoning
of tales jurors, was reported upon
unfavorably by the IHouse judiciary
committee.

An act to prohibit the sale in this
State of oleomarger:ne, butlerlae or
other substances as bu'ler, and to pro-
vide a penalty fcr violation of same,
was finally passed yesterday morning
in the flouse without a dissenting
voice.

The Maxwell Case.

ST. Louis, July 1.-Mr. J.II. D'xon

of Bradford, England, in whose inte'-
est C. A. Preller was traveling at the
time of the Southern hotel murder,
arrived in the city Tuesday mornln.

Mr. Dixon made a call on Circuit A'-
toraney Clover at the Four Courts and

introduced himself, after which he

was given the details of the recent
trial and conviction of Maxwell. "I

do not wish to say much for publica•
tion," said he, "but I will say that

these charges against the moral chai-

acter ot Mr. Preller are vile calumnies,
without the slightest foundation. In
fact, he was a most exemplary young

man and I engaged him to travel, not
because he know the fine points of the

the business, but because he was a man
of such charming address and so

thoroughly pure and upright, lie al-

ways made these trips for me to the
United States and I invariably found

him an honest, conscientious young
man."giWhen asked how much money

no believed Mr. Preller bad about him
at the time of the murder, he said:

"I think he had about 200. A short

time before he arrived in St. Louis he

remitted 200 and I am under the im,
pression that Maxwell believed Mr.
Preller had this money a!so."

c'tONDITION OF CROPS.

From Cincinnatti Price Current; A
further fall of rain has occured through
out a large breadth of the grain raising
area of the West and Northwest the

pas t week, though as a rule not in
heavy quantities. In Southwestern
Kansas the Irainfall has been heavy,

and considerable In areas north and
eastward in that state, MissourI, Il11-

nois, Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and
Tennessee, In Nebraska, Iowa, Min.

nesota, Wisconsin and Southern Da-
kota the rainfall has been moderate.

In the spring wheat disticts these

rains, with the cool temperature which

has recently prevailed, have been ben-

eficial; in many localities, however,

the grain crops are irremediably im-
paired to more or less extent by the
drougth the first part of June. S,)me
distric's of the winter wheat belt have

suffered from rust; complaints are

being made in Kentucky, from local i-

ties where it wvs expected to harvest

exellcent yields [of fine quality. Such

drawbacks occur almost every season

to more or less extent, and it is not
yet clear that in the aggregate there is

an unusual impairlmelnt from these

causes. Wheat harvesting is now in

progress in southern portlons of Ohio,
Indiana, and Illinois, antd southward
and in lMisi,nri anti lian-as --bineg

more or less retarded by recent rains.
At tSt. Louis small arrivals of new
grain are reported.

Nothing has occured during the
week to essentially change the general
outlook for the wheat crop, In either
the winter or spring production. In
our next issue we shall submit the
result of very extended special investi.
gations In regard to the crop situation

The oat crop In 1885 represented an
area of 22,783,000 acres, with a produc-
tion of 6,09,409, 000 bushels. The
official estimate this season is that
there is an approach to half a million
acres increase in area-which means
about 2 per cent. The condition
June 1st, was reported as averaging
90; against 94 in 1885 and 98 In 1881.
It is evident that this relative condis
tion has not been maintained since
the 1st of June, and that the years
production will fall below that of last
year.

Advlces from abroad do not parlicu.
larly change the general [outlook,
which points to a backward and re-
duced crop of wheat in England, a
generally fair promise on the Contlr-
nent, with perhaps some improvemps
in the rather Indifferent outlook 1am
France.

A SINNINU BEACH.

Singing Sounds Produced By Saud at

Manchester-by-the.Sen.

At the village of Manchester-by.the
E" a 30 mikles northeast of Boston,
there is a singing beach-a natural
curiosity which has attracted consider.
able attention among scientific people
Until quite recently, but two of these
so called "singing beaches" were
known; one was this one at Manche3.
ter and the other was in Europe.
Within the past few years, however,
investigation has shown that there
existence is far more common than
was at first supposed. In the early
part of 1884, the superintendents of the
various lifc.saving stations on our sea
coast were instructed to procure saw.
pies of this sand, if any occurred in
their districts, and twenty-six were
received. I! is said that the number
of Amer:can localitics has now been
increased to 7.4, while in foreign coun-
tries 13 ,places have been noted.
Singing sands derive their name from
the noise they produce when walked
upon or otherwise disturbed. The
sound is one of low pitch and intensi.
ty and way be likened to a subdued
crushing or crunching; it is shrill, but
not metallic nor crackling. The sound
is slightly perceptible, when the sand
is merely stirred up by the hand, is
made quite audible by the pressure of
the foot in walking no it, and is much
Itensified by drawing a board or uplank
over it. Prof. IBolton, of Trinity Col-
lege, lHartford, who two years ago
began the study of this subject, slates
that by simply driving a stick into
the sand of the Manchester beach, a
sound was evoked, which by actual
measurement, could be heard 1-10 feet
even with the noise of the surf break-
ing on the beach: The singing beach
at Manchester is about one fifth of a
mile in Icugtih. The sandl is coarse
and compact, even when dry. The
grains of sand are more angular than
those of the ordinary beach sand, and
are mostly pure, glassy quartz and
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