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TdE STATE CONSTITUTION.

{N. 0. Morning Star.] ;

Tha people of this State are o=
animously of the opinion that they
should have a new Organic Law.
The defects of the present Stalo
Constitution are, on in;I face, slo
glaring, and experience had reveal-
ed soﬁuny hidden defects in its
dispositions—s0 maoy ways of
evading and preventing what Wonld
gpem to-be the spirit and intent of
its most important artigles—that it

i nata or the people t mard
~ a Convention in order to make _a
better one. It is now very plai

- that its provisions were carelessly
drawdby a set of incapables; or de-
eeptively worded by arascally gang
of conspirators. At any rate, is
left openin®s and pretexts availa-
ble to the latter class, which they
used to their hearts conteot in car—
rying ount their nefarious designa,
‘Wa only need to look at the de.
cisions rendered by that preciovs
eet, Ludeling, Howell and Taliafer-
rn, when they were the majority
cf the Bupremn Court, to eee how
true this ia. They applied the
broadest or the narrowest roles of
interpretation, adhered to ihe let-
ter or pretended to seek the spirit,
a; occasion required, in order to
give jodieal sanction to all the
ontrages on honesty, propricty and
liberty perpetrated by the Govern=-
or, the officials dnd the Legis'ature
they - were appri-'ed to serve.
They defeated ali 1L substantial
purposes for which Constitutionsare
made at all.

1t would be a work of eonsider-
able labor to reczll and rehearse
one by ose all the instances in
which populparand ipdividual rights
were suaverted ander the late re-
gime by means of the insufficicncy
and onrighteousness of the existing
constitution. We will, therefore,
content ounrselvee with only  such
references as may be useful while
we attempt to show what evils
shotld be removed, and what bene-
fite should be secured by a new
constitotion.

First in order, and of essential
importance in general, is the word-
ing—the choice of terms and phra-~
seology. The form o¢f words io
whick any dogmatic or legis'ative
matter is expozed-—the formn in
which the parts of a constilutianal
charter are put togeiher with th-
design of making it a consistent
and barmonious whole—must core
iainly be of primary advantage,
for on this, of course, depends the
efficacy of the body and members
of the system conceived, The
grentest care, attention and ekill
should;be applied to the logical con-
struction of such a docoment, for
it is the most serious of all tempors
al instruments—it is the basis on
which all legislation must rest—if
builds the fabrie of the State—it
is or should be the guarantee of the
safety of the fow against ths tyra-
ny of the mary—the last citadel of
individual rights—the refuge of
the weak—the palladium of iberty;
but if it be loosely or inaptiy word-
ed—if a word neccssaay to make
its meaning precize and certain is
omitted—be assured the defect
wiil be taken advantage of to serve
the pasgions or interests ol
those who arein power. The
interpretation will be one way or
the other, as it may bappen to suit
them. *“Hold to the form of

. sound words which thus hath heard
of me in faith,” eaia St. Paul to
Timothy; aud hence the Chureh
has, in the spiritual erder, been ¢x-
tremely careful in the phraseology
of it3 teaching. So should it be in
the temporal order, and this more
particularly irn the wording of the

organic law of the Btate than in
any other writing- Lo the neglect
of this requirement can be traced
ihe possibility of almost every per~

verse and servile interpretation
that the judiciary or the legislature
has been enilty of,  Hayes is now
de facto President in consequence
of there being no express phrase
in the Federal Constitution to say
who sball count the electoral vote ;
and ihen when it was thought that
the Act of Congress creating the

Blectoral Commission bad cupplied
this omission and had pravided for
ascertaining who had been elected
President, another cunning neglect
to express tho purpose in due form
of words, enabled Joe Bradley to
decide that he was commissioned
not to ascertain who was elected
but only what credentials were
technically formal ; aod that npo
suthority or jurisdiction had becn
conlerred on him to enquire wheth-
er or not the credentials were
fraudulent and false. Many similar,
though less momentous instances ol
the necessity of a form of souud
words have occurred. For cxame
ple, there are the decissions of
Ludeling and his associates recog-
nizing the omnipotence of the Re-
turniog Board ; the abolition of in~
convenient courts and judges ; the

legality of the bonds issued to his
Shreveport and Vicksburg Rails
road, etc. These decizionz would
not have bheen possible if the iostru-
ment had been carefully worded
and the framers had done their
wark in view of the danger of leav-
ing a loophole for a dishonarable
party or judiciary to get through.
Thia is all we need say, at pres-
ent. on this first essential requisite
of a constitution.  In considering
the other requisites, the correctness
of the sbuve remarks will be more
and more apparent. We there

fore pass on #nd ask ourselves the
question : "“Why are constitu-
tions made?’ Certainly not to
say that the mojority shali be om-
nipoten!. If that were the sole ob.
Njact, minorities and inaividuals
would soon be deprived of proper-
ty and liberty to glut the avarice
and gratify the malice or prejudice
of the majority. A short term of
power would suffice for the elect of
a deluded people to perpetrate in-
numerable wrongs—enrich them-
selves at the sacrfiice of the pros-
perity of the country—squander or
appropriate to’ the themselves the
revonues of the State—induolge in
nepotism —create an onerous pub-
lic debt—foster extortion—oppress
the weak— persccute their enemics
—perpetnate  their power, otc.
No, if & constitution is establighed
at all, its main object should be to
provide against the abuses of pow-
er which majoritiesand their favor-
ites are always prooe to commit.

Of these, the most cemmonly ex-
perienced are fraudsin clection, a
subyervient judiciary, a dilatory ad-
miniatration of justice unequal taxa-
tion and ipvidious loeal or class
legislation.

If o constitution does not pro-
vide effcctually against these, it is
worse  than  uscless,  Anarehy
would be less injurious than legal-
ized robbery and oppression.

But our space for to~day is al-
ready exhausted. We will there-
fore defer to our next number our
remarks on each of the above men-
tinned abuses, and on the mannper
in which they should be trealed.
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THE OUTLOOK.

The New York Commercial
and Shipping Lisi says that trade
continues (o increase in all the
leading departments, and mers
chauts, a3 a rule, take an encone-
aging view of the situation based
opon 2 thorough canvass of the
surrounding circumstances ; and
notes as some of the causes for this
improvement, the freedom (rom
disturbing ceuses of a political na-
tare ;  prices hbaving reached a
minimum inviting fresh bnsiness
enterpriges, and a geseral increase
ir pur agricultural resources. Wil
large : gricultaral yields it argnes
that the way ia paved for & resus-
citation of trade, but adds » i

There must, however, be a reax
sonavle prospect that there will be
no great fluctuation in the value of
the currency, and some degree .of
harmooy betweea capital and iabor,
before even luXuriant crops can
restore prosperity. DBusiness en-
terprises require stability in mone-
tary aad pubtic affairs for 1heir
promotion  aod profitableness.
With all the favorable circam-
stanees exhibited in our creation of
wealth by the cultivation of the
soil, there are yet hindranges which
delay new undertakings of magni-
tude. The capital of the country
is watehing and waiting for the op~
portugity lor profitable employ~
ment. Our national Jaw-makers
ought by this time to have made
themselses eufficiently familiar with
the couafry’s requirements in the
shape of legislation, such az it bes
longs to them to supply. They
ought to be convioced that the
fscal law needs overhanling, to the
end that we may have at the earli-
cst poseible moment a stable cor-
rency and tariff refofm, and that
the country mneeds an eniarged
market for its manufactured pro
duoctg, in which there is po fear
that it canpot suceessfully compete”
Common senvo is all that is requir.
ed to go about the securing of this
marke: with the least possible de-
lay. Statesmanship ig not needed
to prove a proper appreciation of
a fact that sooner or later will
present itself to us in its Ffull
weight and imrpessiveness, It is
to be sincerely hoped that the ens
suinz session of Congress will wit-
ne-s a movement in legislation in
the direction indicated. The pres-
ent demand is for new industries,
fresh enterprise, and an colarged
field for skilled labor,

A CURIOUS AND PROPHETIC
LETTER.

From reminiscences of the
ate fzenator Bogy, we repro-
duce the followmng :

As an illustration of his fix*
edness of views upon any sub-
ject, bis course in running for
the Bevate is remarkable.—
When he left home to study

law in the year 1832, he
placed in the hands cf his mo-
ther the following singular
document : :
‘487, JENEVIEVE, }
Jan. 16, 1832.

“On this day I left home,
under charge of Mr. Shannon,
an old friend of my tather, to
go to Kaskuckia, to read law
in the office of Judge Pape.—
My education is very limited,
but, with hard study, I may
overceme it. I am determined
to try it, and my intention is
to return io my native State
to practice law, if I ean quali-
fy mys=elf, and, while doing so,
to work to become United
States Senator for my native
State, and to work for this un-
til 1 am sixty years old. I
will pray God to give me the
resolution to persevere in this
intention. I have communi~
cated this 1o my mother and
given her this paper to keep.
So help me God.

Lewis V. Bogy,”

Qddly enough, it was in his
sixtieth year thatbe was elect»
ed to the Senate, Previous to
that he had held various posi-
tions from the Democratic par-
ty, but could scarcely be
deemed to rank amoung the
great men of the State. Still,
in the Tace against Frank
Blair, immeasurably his supe-
rior in ability and prominence,
he was from the first confident
of success, and took his elee~
tion to the Senale by the re-
markable Missouri Legi-lature
of 1873 as a malter of course.
His belief in the destiny of the
thing was remarkable. BSo,
now, as one who knows him
thoroughly lately remarked,
“if he has determined that he
is going to die, he will die.”

LETTER FROM TIHE POST
DEPANTMENT.

OFFICE

In reply to interrogations
addressed to the Post Masfer-
General, Mr. J. B. McGehee
has reccived the following re-
ply which imparts important
information for the publie:

WasHiNarox, B, C. Bept. 18, 1877,

Smr.—Your letter of the 4th
iust.,, has been received. In
reply you are informed that
a letter, bhaving no postage
stamps affixed thereto what-
éver, may be carried outside
the mails by railway, provid-
ed such letter relates to some
part of theicargo or to some
article being carried at the
game time with such letter.
_"In reply to your inquiry .as
to whether letters allowed
under the law to be carried
outside tbe mails only in U.
S. stamped envelopes should
be *eancelled on the stawmnps,
before delivery,” you are in-
formed that section 239 of the
Postal code provides that in
addition to the directing and
sealing of such envelopes,” the
date of the letter, or of trans—
mission, or receipt thereof
shall be written or stamped
upon the envelope) This is
to be done, of course, by the
party trgnsmittiog it, and not
by a U. 8. Route Agent, or
Postmaster, as from your let~]
ter you seem to apprehend.
‘While the department ecan-
not advise the evasion of any
part of the section referred
to, its real object is to pro-
vide against the subsequent
use, in the transmission of
letters, of such postage-paid
envelopes.

The postage stamps of the
covelopes referred to shouhl
in every case be of a denomi-
nation sufficient to cover the
postage due on the letter en-
closed, if it were sent by mail,
Very respectfuily, ete.
James H. Marr,
Act'g. 1st Asst, P. M, G.
To J. B. McGEHEE,
Pres. W, F. R. R.
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“This summer ladies are going
to dress their hair as they did 300
years ago,’ says an exchange.—
This makes some of the ladios pret-

ty old.

ED. W.

WHITEMAN.

Cor. Principul & Levee, Bts., Dayon

Sara, La.

RECEIVING, FORWARDING
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I am also proprictor of the

BAYOU SARA WHARF B(-}.S T
AD AGET I'OR THH
New Orleans and Vicksbhurg
LINE PACEETR,
LEE, NATCHEZ
AND

KATIE.

SEWING MACHINE AGENCY

THE CELEBRRATED

Howe & Weed

SEWING MACHINES,
two of the best patterns now

i use-

I have always on hand,

those beautiful and substantial
IMITATION METALIC

BURIAL CASES
MANUFACTURED RY -
IEWIS & COMPAINT
Br. Lbus,

and which hare given such

general watisfaction,

DOLELED & WYNSY

THREE MEDALS AND THREE DIPLOMAS|N
FHEIR NEW ROTARY HOOK LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINGg

THE STANDARD MACHINES OF THE WORLD:
COMPARE WHEELER & WILSON'S CENTENNIAL AWARDS Wit
T LWARDS TO AXY OTHER SEWING MACHINE COMPARY.

e ———p— A —— ¥
PROM TEE OFFICIAL RPREPORT-:
AWARDS TO WHEELER & WILSONG 0 or & Wi -
A 4 Modal and Diploma for the “Tlie New JopaeT Ison Sewing y
i. edal ching,” for the following rensons. upy,
Stiteh SBewing Machine, nusurpassed
tine workmanship of its parts, ang P
ing groat oviginality, great’ adiptagi
diffvrent Kinds of work, both on elety

leather, beauty of siitehense and rpi
of motion, and eompleteness of dignly 3

2. A Medal and Diploma for & hB.K
Wheeler & Wilson Sewing Macling fp 1
ther, lor-— 'l

“WORK IN L
sl Rrray
M
i superh diay

upon e Wheeler & Wilson
i exynisite in design and
lightest gt to the heaviest
| Bignatures of Judges.]

LEWIS Z. BASS, '
n Ronge, La., GENERAL Acey
pee, Iherville, East. & West Baton £

J. B. COLE, Canvagser,
Office Building, Baton Roupe, Ty,

_ Harney House, B:qg
Fast arid West Teliciana, Pointe Coun
and &t, Helena Parishes, or

Bayou Sara, La.,or Post

Necdles for all Machines sent by mail at ffty cents p

& k " " 1 ".ed
dozen. All kinds of Machines repaired.
i i Marvch ad, 1897—1year

ASK YOUR GROCER FOR IT!

e N Sl
pot, 104 READE New York,

PB200.000.
GREATEST In order to clear out our stock of v

superior Gold-plated Jewelry valusd
over $200,000, we will send 28 below, 20 Pieces, all warranted Gold-pli
for €1.0O0. 1 pair Gold Stone Sleeve Buttons; 1 pair Engraved
Buttons; 1set Pointéd Studs ; 1 set Amethyst Studs; 1 Wedding Ring; 1
B ARG' a IN graved Band Finger Ring; 1 Amethyst i
Ringr, Inlaid with Gold; 1 Elegant 111

marked * Friendship;” Amethyst Stone Bearf Pin, Inlaid with Geld;
Silvered Hat Pin; 1 set Ladies’ Jet and Gold Pin and Drops; 1 Misses’ set
and Gold; 1 Ladies’ Jet Set, Ornamented; 1 set Handsome Roschud k
EVER Do 16ty Elogant Lako @sorge Diamond Btud;
Cardinal Rad Bead Necklace; 1 pair Ladies’ Amuiy

Stone Ear Drops, Inlaid with Gold; 1 Ladies’ Ornamented Jet Broook;
Fancy Scarf Ring and Elegant Watch Chain, TAKE YOUR CHOICE, TH
ENTIRE LOT OF £2© PIECES, SENT POST PAID FOR B1.00(
ANY 8 PLECES YOU CHOOSE FOR S¢.CENTS. NOW IS THE T

OFFERED 12 XA MONEY, FHESE CAN -£4SU

BE RETAILED AT 81 O.OO.
NOTICES OF THE PRESS.

Onr eotemporary, the Doston Glede, speaks vory highly of both advertiser and ronds, fi b
honerahle in hig denlings and reliable an his poods, & commerndation ve hoartlly eu&om.—l
Lowuis Diepateh, Dee, ¥, 1576, 2 5 -

The honze iz & thorourhly reliahle one in every respeot.—Bosfon MTabe, Oof, 25, 1874, "
. His reputation for honesfy. foir dealfug, nued {iberality is upumaled by apy adveriiser in
gity,— N, ¥, Day Hook, Dec, 16, 1576, A R 5 e
Advertises more and sells cheaper than any mnn in Xéw York.-=Herald, 4prl 15, 1870«

F. STOCKMAN, 27 Bond Street, N.T
s b.‘.... 75
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M, MUMFORD, M. D,

e l;u‘u-g_gist& Ches
G e UK
' No 5 Principi!
" Bayou Sara La.

Digs, Medicines, Chemicaly, fi
Toiler Soaps,. Faucy Hairo
Tooth Brushes, Combs
Perfumery and Faney
- Tgilet Articles,
Trusses,
Shoulder
Braces; Grass |
and (Garden Seeds,
Pore Wines apd Liquors
for Medical purposes, Painth
Oils Varrighes, Dye-stuff®, ol
Linsted oil, Lard oil, Neal®
foot oil, Coal oil, Carbon ol
Lamps and lamps trimming}
all descriptions. Pens, [ 8 kS
Pencils, Slates, Paper, Shed
musie, Blank Books, Fo¢
Cutlery, Razors, Razor
Surgical Tostruments, tbe stk
dard patent medieine
&e. &e., a fresh and
complate assort-
ment of all

COUNTER,

THE BEST ARE o~
| << THE CHEAPEST

RMARVIN SAFE &SCALECO,
265 BROADWAY W, Y.

T2/ CHESTNUT ST LHILA.PA.
/17 SENECA ST, CLEVE. 0.

SQUARE DEAL SALOON
AND BILLIARD ROOM.
B.E. WIIEE, Proprictor.
Bavou Sawa, Lo,
Ive Cold Aurora Beor alwass on hand,

The Bar is constantly supplicd witl
choieest brands of wines, Lignors and

Cignrs, of which articles, constaﬂﬂy {
9 A smnptuous Free Lunch spread evepry
Smuday morning.  Attached to the band.

i\u1.l].>hs11|\\l‘1-t. is o Splendid Billiard Talle
All appoiatments as custepnry j s )
class Salova, 3 m.a‘ Higsk

g@= Physicians  prescritd
sarefully cowpounded at all 108




