
,TlS STATE CO•STITUTION..

It.O. Morniiig Star.]

The people of this State are un-
animonuly of the opinion that they
should hWa *: naw Organim Law.
The deferts of the present State
Conettloto ae, on its &ac, so
glar* anod expreifso h8 rev eal-
ed -n*B bhiddan defg•ot in its
djIsUtion»*-K soy woyr of
evadttiniand.preriidtiulg whatwould
sdoatte&reTif spirit and Inteort of
its must i.,tanatle-I-tht it

aftt r thV . people -dimand
a COoent.on in order to mokat
better ooe. It ia now very plai

- that Its provioti were carelessly
drawI'by aset orineapabls; orde-
ceptively worded by arascallygang
of cospira tor. At any rate, is
left openiot and pretexts availa-
bie to the latter class, which they
uaed to their hearts contoet io car-
ryinW out their nefarious designs.
We only need to look at the doe
coions rendered by that precious

t. Ludellig, Howell and Taulifer-
ro, when thay were the majority
of the Supreme Court, to see how
true this is. They applied the
broadest or the narrowest rules of
intelpreration, adhered to the lot-
ter or pretended to seek hbe spirit,
a. occasion required, in order to
g;ve judical saictioa to all the
ontrages on honesty, propriety and
liberty perpetrated by the Goverc-
er, the oficials fad the Legis'ature
they - were appe" *ed to serve.
They defeated nit IL1 substantial
pgrposes for which Coestittions aree
made at all.

It would be a work of consider-
able labor to recall and rehearse
one by oce all the inslances in
which populparand individual righ(
were subverted under the late re-
gime by means of the insufficiency
and onrighteonsness of the existing
constitution. We will, therefore,
content onrselves with only. sbch
references as may be useful while
we attempt to show what evihl
shbold be removed, and whatbene-
fits should be scoured by a new
constitution.

First in order, and of essential
importance in general, is the word-
ing-the choice of terms and phra-
seology. The form of words in
which any dogmatic or lehis'ative
matter is exposed-the form in
which the parits of a constitutional
charter are put together with th-
deeige of making it a conaisteni
and harmionio. whole-must core
tainly be of primary advantage,
for pa this, of course, depends the
efficacy of the body and meaibers
of the system conceived. The
grenteet care, attention and skill
shonuldbe appled to the logical con-
striaotion of euch a document, for
it is the most serious of all tempor"
al instroments-it is the basis on
which all legislation maot rest-ri
builds ihe fabric of the State-it
i2 or should be the guarantee of the
safety of the ofw against tha tyra-
ny of the mary-the last citadel of
individual rigbts-the refuge of
the weak-the palladium of liberty;
but if it be looseLy or ioaptty word-
ed-if a word neeesaay to make
its moaning precise and certain is
emitted-bo assured the defect
will be taken advantage of to serve
the passions or interests of
those who are in power. The
interpretation wilt be one way or
the other, as it many happen to Sail
them. "Hold to the Iorm of
Soand words which thus liath beard
of me in faith," Lain St. Paul to
Timothy; and hence thi Chunrch
has, in the spiritual order, been cx-
tremely careful in the phraseology
of its teaching. So should it be in
the temporal order, and this more
particularly in the wording of tihe
organio law of the State than in
any other writing. To the neglect
of this requirement can be traced

the possibility of almost every per-
verse and servile inter'retation
that the judiciary or the legislature
has been guilty of. Hayes is now
de faco President in consequence
of there being no express phrase
in the Federal Constitution to say
who shall coune the electoral vote ;
and then when it waa thought that
the Act of Congrets creating the
Electoral Commission bad Lupplied
thin omiasion and had provided for
ascertaining ./m Itod been elected
President, another cunning neglect
to express the purpose in due tormn
of words, enabled Joe Bradley to
decide that he was commissioned
nob to ascertain who was elected
but only what credentials were
technically formal ; and that no
authority or jurisdiction had been
coulerred on him to enquire wheth-
er or not the crcdeutials were
fraudulent and false. Many similar,
though less momentous istanceas o
the necessity of a form of sound
words have occurred. For exam-
plo, there are the decissions ol
Ludeling and hisa asoeiates recog-
nizing the omnipotence of the Re-
turning Board; the abolition of in-
convenient courts and jdges ; the

legality ol the bonds issued oa his
Shreveport and Vicksburg Bail-
road. etc. Those decisions would
not have been possible if the Instru-
meot had been carefully welded
and the framers had done their.
work in view of the danger of leav-
ing a.loophole for a dishonorable
party or judiciary to get through.

This is all we need Bay, at pres-
ent. on this first essential requisite
of a constitution. In considering
the other requisite, the correctness
of the above remarks will be more
and more apparent. We there
fore pass on end ask ourselvcs ith
question : "Why are caristitu-
lions made?' Certainly not to
say that the majority shall be owm-
nipotent. If that were the sole ob.
Sit, minorities and inoividualt
would soon be deprived of proper-
ty and liberty to glut the avarice
and gratify the malice or prejudice

of the majority. A short term of
power would sufflic for the elect ot
a deluded people to perpetrate in-
numerable wrongs-enrich them-
selves at Ihe sa, fiica of tl pros-
perily of the cooontry-squander or
appropriate to the themselves the
revenues of the State-indulge in
nepotism -create an onerous pub-
lic debt-foster extortion-oppress
the weak- persecute their enemicE
-perpetuate their power, Otc
No, if a constitution is established
at all, its main object should be to
provide against the abuses of pow-
er which majorities and their favor-
ites are always prone to commit.

Of these, the most commonly ex-
perienced are frauds in election, u
subaervientjudiciary, a dilatory ad-
ministration of justice unequal taxa
tion and invidious local or clars
legislation,

If a constittion does not pro-
vide effectually against these, it is
wcrae than useless. Annrchy
would be less injurious than legal-
ihed robbery and oppression.

But our space for to-day is al-
ready exhausted. We will ther -
fore defer to our next number out
remarks on each of the above men.
tinned abuses, and on the manner
in which they should be treated.

THE OUTLOOK.

The New York Commercial
and Shipping List says that trade
continnes to increase in all the
leading departinents, and mir.
chauts, as a rule, take an cnconr-
aging view of the situation based
upon a thorough canvass of tile
surroanding circumstances; and
notes as oniae of ihe oauses jor Ihi,
improvement, thle froedoin (ro
distutbing ceuses of a political na-
ture ; prices having reached a
mini nm inviting freshl bunioness
anter rivts, and a general incrrase
ir our agricultural resources. Willi
large i gricultural yields it argues
that the way is paved for a resus-
citation of trade, but udds:

There ulst, however, be a rea.
sonable prosoect that thBe e will be
no great fluctuation in the value of
the currency, and some degree .of
harmony between capital and labor.
before even luxuriant crops ean
restore prosperity. Buiness en-
terpris require stability in monre-
tary aad public affai.r for Iheir
promotion and profitableness.
With 11a Ihe favoitabl cirecm-
stances exhibited in our creation of
wealth by the cultivation of the
EOil, there are yet hindrauees which
delay new undertakings of magni-
tude. The capital ol tho country
is watcling and waiting for the uop
portunily for profitable employ-

acent Our national naw-makers
ought by this lime to have made
tlhemaeles sufficiently familiar with
Ito country's requirements in the
shape of legislation, such as it boe
longs to them to supply. They
ought to be convinced that the
fiscal Inw needs overhauling, to the
end that we many have at the earli-
est possible moment a stable cur-
rency and tariff reform, and that
the coun try neds an enlarged

market for its unaucactured pro
ducts, in which there is no fear
that it cannnot scoesfully compete"
Conmmon sme is all that is requi.-
ed to go about the securing ol this
market with the least possible de-
lay. Statesmanship is not needed
to prove a proper appreciation of
a fact that cooner or later will
preso~o itself to aus in its full
weight and imrpessiveness. It is
tibe sincerely hoped that the on-
Suing sesaion of Coagrgoa will wit-
nets a movement in legislation in
the direction indicated. The pres-
cut demand is for new industries,
fresh enoerprise, and an enlarged
Eeld for skiiled labor.

A cuiRIOULS ANND PRROI'lEt

From reminiscences of the
late henator Bogy, we roepro-
ducoe the following ;

As an illustration of his fix-
edness of views upon any sub-
ject, his course in running for
the Senate is remarkable.-
When he left home to study

law in the year 1832, he
placed in the hands cf his mo-
ther the following singular
document

*ST. JEaEIVEVE,

Jan. 16, 1832.
"On this day I left home,

under charge of Mr. Shannon,
an old friend of my father, to
go to Kaskuskia. to read law
in the office of Judge Pape.-
My education is very limited,
but, with hard study, I may
overcome it. I am determined
to try it, and my intention is
to return to my native State
to practice law, if I can quali-
fy myself, and, while doing so,
to work to become United
States Senator for my native
State, and to work for this un-
til I am sixty years old. I
will pray God to give me the
resolution to persevere in this
intention. I have communit'
cated this to my mother and
given her this paper to keep.
So help me God.

Lewis V. Boor."
Oddly enough, it was in his

sixtieth year thathe was elect,
ed to the Senate, Previous to
that he had held various posi-
tions from the Democratic par-
ty, but could acarcely be
deemed to rank among the
great men of the State. Still,
in the "race against Frank
Blair, immeasurably his supe-
rior in ability and prominence,
he was from the first confident
of success, and took his eloc-
lion to the Senate by the re-
markable Missouri Legi'lature
of 1873 as a matter of course.
His belief in the destiny of the
thing was remarkable. So,
now, as one who knows liml
thoroughly lately remarked,
"if he has determined that he
is going to die, he will die."

LETTER FROM TIIHI POST OFFICr
DEPAltTMEN'T.

In reply to interrogations
addressed to the Post Master-

General, Mr. J. B. McGehee
has received the following re-
ply which imparts important

information for the public :
wassxiTrow, B. 0. Set- It, 1t;t.

SIR.-Your letter of the 4th
inst., has been received. In
reply you are inmormed that

a letter, having no postage
i-tamps affixed thereto what-
ever,; may be carried outside
Uhe taails by railway, provid-
ed suchs "etter relates to some
part of Thecfi rgo or to some
article being carried at the
same lime with such letter,

In reply to your inquiry as
to whether letters allowed
under the law to be carried
outside the mails only in U.
S. stamped envelopes should
be "cancelled on the stamps,
before delivery," you are in--
formed that section 239 of tihe
Postal code provides that in

addition to the directing and
scaling of such envelopes," the
date of the letter, or of trans-
minssion, or receipt thereof
shall be written or stamped
upon the envelope.' This is
to be done, of course, by the
party transmitting it, and not
by a U. S.. Route Agent, or
Postmaster, as from your let-

ter you seem to apprehend.
While the department can-

not advise the evasion of any
part of the section referred
to, its real object is to pro-
vide against the subsequent
use, in the transmission of
letters, of such postage-paid
envelopes.

The postage stamps of the
envelopes referred to should
in every case be of a denomi-
nation sufficient to cover the
postage due on the letter en-
closed, if it were sent by mail.

Very respectfully, (tc.
JAMES H. MARI.

Act'g. 1st Asst. P. hM. G-.
To J. B. MCGEHaEE,

Pres. W. F. R. R.

"This summer ladies are going
to dress their hair as they did 300
yeara ago, ' a•.a an exchange.-
This makes some of the ladio pret-
ty old.
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I am also proprietor of the

BAYOU SARA WIILRF BO.ST.

AD IGET FOil IJit

New Orleans and Vicksburg

LINE pAcKETS,

LEE, NATCHEZ
ANDI

KATIE.

----

SEWING MACHINU AGENCY

TuE CEL.EBRITED

How& Wooeed
SEWING MACHINES,

two of the best patterns now

int use.

--- o--

I have always on hand,

those beautiful and substantial
I.211 •IA TIO" MIVTALIc

BURIAL CASES
AtNEUrJCT•L•oD BX

rErwis .s coDa r-A .r-

ST. L6tus,

and which have given such

general satisfaction.

ED. W.

WHITEMAN.
Cor. Principal & elrve, , St., nIyon

Sara, La.

RECEIVING, FORWARDING

aND

,lhn rnATvall I

GROCERIES, PROVISIONS

aNn

O all m e or 'Its

WOODVILLE fr BAYOU SARA.

TELEO•APII LINE.

Entit anr Wct1t VoIeliImn, ruit no.. I
nu.. St. Helenu a ririses, or 3. B. COLE, Convasse,

Bayon Sara, La.,or Po e•offic Building, Baton Rouge, .

Needles for all Machines sent by mail at fftly cents p,

dozen. All kinds of Machines repaired.
Enotr no val7-17o `

In or er to clear out our i on k ai
noGREATEST pi Gold-plated Jwelry vai

over $200,000 we will send aa below, 20 Pieces, all waranted oldIt

for 2.OO. Ipair Gold Stone Sleeve.uttons; 1 air ng u
uttons; Iset Pointed Studs; set Amethyst studs; 1 Wedding is;

O. graved Bar.d inger Ring; 1 Amethyut*
Ring, Inlaid with Gold; 1 Elegant Nli

marked "Friendship;" Amethyst Stone Boart Pin, Inlaid with Get
silveredHatP; I set Ladies' JetaMGnoldPiaand Drop.; 1 Mnes'it
and Gold; 1 Ladies' Jet Set, Ornameted; 1 set H.anomo Bcsetqij
EV ER• Dropl; 1 et&s Elegant Lake e1e Dimon

Stone Ear Drop.. Iilaid with Gold; 1 Ladie' Ornamented Jet Bron
Facy Scarrf Ring and Elegant Wateh Chain. TAKE YOUR CHOICEl
ENTIRE LOT OF SO PIECES, SEI4T POST PAID FOR 83.O.I
ANT S ftlCl•S YOU CHOOSg FOR 5OgCENTS. .BOW IS TIEni

TO SAKE NOiET. T$ESE CAN -it
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LEWIS Z. BASS,
Ing, La., GuENS AL AOri

e. IliBrvilc.£ saat,& we "nii ..
LEWI Z. ASS

THREE MEDALS AND THREE DIPLOMAS11!
TheIR NLw 01O1ARY HOOK LOC -STYTIT SIP WING MAcutin

TUIE S1AIDARD MACIINESES OF TIE WORLDi
COMPARE WIELIR IV WLSO1ONS CENTENXIAL AWMrDf TO

AoYAIDS TO AIN Y orlEut SEWIING MACRINE COMPAN,.
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