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THE CONQUEST OF LOUISIANA.

Trm REDELLION THAT GAVE FREEbOM
m’rlm"’!‘_nomb.t PARISHES, *
& ;

LGourier-Journal.l

Tn 1803;1n his anoual message,
Mr. ‘Iaﬁibn;_a‘nmunced ‘that he
had boupht from-France all Louisi-
ona; ivclading the navigation® of
the Missizsippi river free {rom all
intepferenee from any foreign pow-
er whatever. Such a claim wos
constracted to embrace all the ter-
ritory on'both aidea of the great
river, from its mouth to its source.
This stimulated an active spirit of
emigration [rom all the old com-
muonities of tha South and West,
which rendezvoused at Nashrille
and struck down South inan almost
eontinuous stream, by a road which
ja yet ‘called the old Nashrille
Trace. The irace led them to the
rhores of Lake Maunrepeas and Lake
Pontchartrein. Having no facil-
jties for water conveyance, they
were forced to eail a halt. Herve,
for the first time, to their amaze-
ment, they were subjected to the
ineolent cetechisma of the =oldiers
of the Kinz of Spain, whe, on
their part, were no less astonished
at witnessing such o flood -tide of
immigration into the terrilories of
their master withont ! is invitation,

Thus impeded by the waters and
confronted by the soldiers of a for-
eign monarch, the immigrants were
driven to choore beiween the two
horns of a dilemma: whether they
ehould epread out and occupy,
possess and -eultivate the adjacent
eountry at the peril of collision
with the Spopish authorities, or
whether they should take the back
track to the old settlement, where
they had =old oot homes and goods
and chatte!s preparatory to cmi-
gration. Having no homes behind
them to fall back to, they resalved
to remain with their wives and lit-
tle ones, and [ace the dangors amid
which dcsting had thrown them;
resolved alike to battle with the
Spaniards who claimed the domain
and the wild beasts who held it in
actual pos:ession. ‘This conrse
brought them in frequent collisinn
with the authorities claiming the
jurisdicliony who had sever ceased
to watch'their motiona with a jeal-
ous eye, sinece they diseovered them
in such unexpected numbers on the
shores of the lakes.

In the summer of 1801, hopeless
of help frem any guarter, these em-
igronts flew to arms from all parts

of the emall Territory, and entercd
stoutly upon {he eodenvor lo right
their own -wrong®, . To the num-
ber of :bofit, 200;'mounted on po-
nies, with rifla " or shotouns, they
assemblcd in the vicipily of the
Spapish garrison at Baton Ronge,
and extemporized an organization
of their littdde army by the election
of Philemon Thomas, a/ planfer of
East Baton Rouge, as commander-
in~chief, and Dr— Williams, g fat
practicing physician: of Felicienva,
ag chief surgeon, both Kentuckiaus,
I believe, neither poseesing any es
pecial gualifications’ “for ‘his new
reaponsibility, excepit streng native
iutellectual power and an -intensc
hatred of tha Spanish oppressors.
When this small force, wholly des-
titute of infantry and artillery,-
presented itself before the ramparts
of the Spanish fortress and sum-
moned it 1o surrender, the response
was a derisive and rcornful refasal.
The military annals of Spain fur-|
nished no precedent for the capture
of a fort by cavalry alone! a--rem-
iniscence whieh, while it encounr-
aged a feeling of securily among
the Spaniards, had a depressing
influence upon the besiegers; but,
having left home to drive out the
hated oppressors, they still held to
their determination. A fter having
ondored the jeers and insulting
westures of those within the for.
during the day,and with no matur-
ed plans for farther operations,
with many misgivings of the event
of their expedition, while gloomily
preparing for the cveqing meal, to
their grent joy they discovered the
eattle, which had been feeding on
the common opposite to the side of
the fort where the patriot force had
eamped, passing leisurely over the

ditech and over (he embankment
into the fort. In the homely
pbhrase of my informant, ‘*‘le

knowed that whar them eows had
croszed his pory would tote hLim
as casy as fallin’ off alog.” 'The
event proved Lie was right, lor dor-
ing that night the whole patriot
force had Aled into the fort by the
nerlected cow path. So quietly
had this been effected that long al
ter the parade ground inside was
erowded with monnted and armed
gettlery, the shrill “alertd’’ of the
3panish sentrics was heard [rom
the walls fronting the river and
the patriot encampment. .Zwait-
ing silently the approach of day-
light, they prepored to finish up
the worl in haod.

Astounded nt so gross a viola-
tion of the recognizcd rules of

warfare as the ecapture of a fort by
cavalry alone,.the Spapiards scem
to have been as badiy demoralized
as were the Roman lezians by their
first encoonter with the elephants
of Pyrrhns, and by the time the
sun appearcd above the tree tops
the terma of capitulation were all
arranged. They asked to be per—
mitted to  withdraw wusmolested
from the Baton Rooge district,
with all the wnbjects of Spain and
with all the emblems of Spanish
autharity, civil and military, which
was promptly aceeded to, and as
promptly carried ioto execation.
Before noon on the same day the
exodus began, aud scldiers and
officers, Rogidous, Alealdce and
‘Algnazils, forming a procession of
several huadred souls, took up the
line of march for the eastern fron-
tier of the Territory to announce
its surrender to the fortificd posts
of Spain at Bpringfeld and at
Manchae. :

Don Carlos de Grandpre, the
Spanish Viceroy, and Gen. Phile-
mon Thomas, Commander-in-Chief
of the patriot forces, met on the
parade ground in full view of their
commands, for the purpoze of inter-
changing the last formalities of the
surrender, each inleat on filling a
page of history wilh credit to him-
sell and his conntry— Thomas with
a praiseworthy ambition to bring
thy closing spectacle fully up to 1he
level of washington apd Corna-
wallis at Yorktown; Grandpre
nalarally desirous that the closing
speciacle of an ambitious carcer,
hummiliating at best, might be
elieved of some of its vulgar, com
mon place surroandings. Seeino
no one present 1o impersonate his
faneiful creations of what a cavaley
commandor ought to be, he called
for that officer, to whom he con=
templated a gratefol and (ormed
surrender of lis swotd. DPerhaps
he pietured in that persorage a
gslden-crested, haughty, proud
warrior, prancing «n his 'gallant
steed; to such a gallant apparition
he counld yield olmost gladly, and
feel relieved of half bis load of de-
gradation, How keen must have
been kig disappointment when a
chuffy man in plain clothey, in ap-
pearance balfl Pennsylvania Durch
farmer, half Keniucky horsetrader,
rode up on a pony nat much iarger
than a full-sized sheep, and aunoun-
ced himsell zs commander-in—chief
of the patriot forces. Tonlex-
claimed the high-meottled Spaniard-
with a withering lnok of amnze-
ment and ill-concealed dizdain.
Well th2 sword of the representa-
tive of the King of Spain can only
be yielded to 2 gentleman or a eol-
dier!] Turning on his heel and
fareing hiz sword back in the seab-
Lard he added bitterly :  You ap-
pear to be neither.  Ashewithidrew
e receivedithe wound of which he
died a Tew dars subscquently inthe
¢ity of Baton Rouge. The wound
was iuflicted by one of the putriots
(it was never publiely known by
whom). who probably misconstru-
cd his lapguage and gestures as be-
tokening & rvesolution to resume
tho struggie.

And thus was Baton Rouge cap-
tured and the republic of TPeliciana
estahlished. with only one person
killed.

Last week on the Melodia p'an-
tation, six miles below Thibodanx
a little colered girl amused her-|
gelf with a can containing coal ail, |
sitting on the stove or near the firc|
until it heated and exploded, and
cansing hLer death.....2bout the
same time, at the residence of Mr.
Hedley, an old colored man who
resides a few miles further down
the Bayou lis daunghter,a grown
woman uadertook to Gl a burning
lamp, by which process the oil
cauglt fire bursting the can and
covering  the unfortunate woman
with the Lorninz oil from head to
foot. Ifnot yet dead the Physis
cians say she eannot possibly sor-
vive. Ier Father was vadly burn-
ed in an effort to save her, and
her mother so badly injured that
she died two days afterwards.—
[Thibodaux Sentinel.

L —— A —— e~

COWARDLY ELANDERERS.

Of all the detestable mor-
tals that fatten themselves
upen society, those whose
hearts and tongues delight in
traducing others and publish—

ing to the world the foibles of
their brothers and sisters,
magoifying them from mole
hills to moeuntains, are the
most to be dreaded in o com-
munity. 'T'he man or woman
who comes out boldly and
charges wrong where he or
she kuows it to exist, coms
mands respeet in any society,
but those who whisperidle ru-
mor from ear to ear, adding

to it as they go, leaving, leavs

ing their slime wherever they
wind their loathsome track,

are fit enly for “treason, strat-
agems and spoils.” No man
is safe where such vipers exist.
No character securé from co-
vert assaults where such beings
with the image of (God upon
them, ‘while Satan rules their
revery impulse, are abroad in a
community. The fair fame of
the noblest man or the truest
woman iz the mark at wbich
the slanderer aims his poison-
ed, subtle darts: Envy, sus-
picion, malice and all the evils
wirned loose from Pandora's
box are concentrated in the
heart and on the tongue of the
traducer, and the venom of
the serpent is emitted in every
word le utters; Such charac-
ters deserve to be frowned
down, upon the first aspersion
they are heard to make; con-

.{temmed by all honorable citis

zens, aud driven from all de-
cent and respectable society.
DISGRACED.
Alexandrin, (Va.,) Gazette.

The people of the United
States were publicly disgraced
and humiliated before the
world, in the capital of the
country, Wednesday, when a
‘man charged with felony, un-
dergoing his trial; was permit-
ted to leave the prisoner’s box.
in the courtroom, in order ihat
he might go to the Senate
Chamber, take hisseat as Sen~
ator from South Carolina, and
vote upon laws lor the govern-
ment of the nation, as Mr,
Patterson did. Buch incidents
alford delight to the encemics
of the republic, and certainly
bode no good to it; but what
else can be expected when
States, in pessession cof their
own people, send such men as
Mr, Blaine to the sonate, and
when one of the two political
parties into which the country
is divided come within a few
votes of nominating the Maine
Senator for the presidency?
The people choose their own
representatives, and rarely
[ail to select those who repre-

seut thein fairly,  Evil times
have'come upon us. for no
people can, or deserve to

prosper, who dellght wo honor
anvd elevate to high places men
who have been proved to Ye
dishonest and corrapt, and un-
less a change in ths moral-
and sentiments of the volers,
and that for the better, and
speedily, take place. America
will add apother to the long
list of disastrous failures of
free institutions.

The bank a'ong the river front
between the corporate limits of
this city and the .2rlington place
is caving in rapidly in several
places.  In frontof what ia known
as the Newcomb old finid there is
a very dangerous cave that lias
already cut npearly to the ievee.
Jin carly examination of these
caves by the proper awmhoriiies
would be of great advantage to the
planting interests in that part of
our parish,...We learn [rom 3,
M. Robertson, Esq., that an at-
tempt was made last Mooday,
moraing (o assassina'e Mr. Thom-
az Green Dovidson, in the parisa
of Livingston, abous lourteen miles
froam Point Vineent, while enroute
for that village., He was riding in
a carrisge with another gentiemau
and when they had arrived ata
point about fourteen miles from
Point Vinconta man concea ed  in
the switch cone fived into the car-
riage with 4 double barrel shot gun,
One buck shot struck Mr. David-
gon in the neck, but the wound is
vot dangerous. The pariy who
committed the aeced has unot yet
been dizcovered. —[ B, R. Advocate.

Oge extreme leads to ans
other. That is the reason a
young man who begins by
treading on a lady’s foot often
ends by kissing her lips, And,
we may add, the same Fule
applies on the other side,
when a girl who has wusted
hours of
chenille embroidering on a
pair of slippers for Henry's
exquisite feet, soon begins to
claw the eapillary vegetation
out of the top of his head [lor
coming home at two a.1n, and
trying to sleep in a coal~scuts
tle. —Hawkeye.
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Ring, Inlaid with Gold; 1 Elegant X
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