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CHAPTER II.
As soon a& Hampton had seen Nellie

safely beneath the cover of her home he
turned and walked rapidly away.

He had an engagement to meet at 12 p

o'clock. It was now very hear that
hour. He bad hardly gone half the dis-

taiice towards the place of appointment h
before the gloomy night notes of the old

city clock told that the midnight hour

had arrived. a
"Ali! twelve already I" he said excit- a

edly. He struck a more rapid pace,

looking neither to the right nor the left

until he had traversed the distance of a

several blocks along Sixth Avenue. The8

residences on this beautiful thoroughfare it
wore occupied by the wealthy and aris- c
tocratio, and embraced one of the most

pleasanit and quiet promenades of the b

city. Choice flower gardens fronted l(

magnificent structures, which were in

turn shaded by heavy and spreading Z

water oaks that lent a cool charm to the o

fragrance of rare flowers.
The moon threw its full light upon the ,

lovely scenes tha4 characterized this d

avenuge;nhanced by the swelling fra- ii

grance of opening buds, but Hampton
was too much engrossed with some pet d

scheme to be moved by them. t
Finally, stopping in front of a large ,

and elegant mansion, he rang the bell. e

The gate opened immediately, and a n

lady stood before him. She was attired s
in full ball costume, and was evidently r
in waiting for some one. She said, in ae

querulous tone:
"Ah! brother, is it you t You are

later-much later than I thought."

"Yea, Laura, and I am as glad to be at
home as you are to see me," he answered `
linking her arm within his and walking f

towards the house. f
"Well," she said excitedly, "in com-

pany with that miserable puppy Aines- a
worth, I left Mrs. Hartwell's sometime
after you did. We reached here half

an hour ago, and you may rest assured, t

I was glad when hlie left me alone. He's

a good enough fellow to make a conven-

ience of, but he annoys me with his ev-
erlasting rattle-trap tongue. Then I
was in no humor for conversation, after

the fine game I played to-night, and I 1
was rejoiced when he left."

"No doubt you were," said Hampton, 1

"after being the instrument in breaking

off the engagement. You've probably l
broke James' heart, he was so devoted
to Nellie. As for her-she didn't care

so much for him,"

"No, sir-there's where you are in

error," she retorted. "Just reverse the 1

picture. If he had been so devoted to
her, he would have taken the drink." 1

"H-u-s-h !" he spoke in a quick under-

tone. "Other cars than ours may be

listening, and our vital secret exposed.
Wait until we get into the house, and 1
we will be secure from observation."

They proceeded in silence to the draw- i

ing room, where they were soon seated
in close consultation. r

A quick glance would create the im-
pression that Laura Williard was pretty.
Let us look at her more closely.

Her features are tolerably good-high
forehead, cheeks full, but deeply colored 1
with paint; aquiline nose, chin in keep-
ing with the general contour of her
face. But her eyes, beautifully arched I
with dark, silken brows, black, ever
restless and sparkling, bore some inde- 1

finable expression-anything but sweet
and soft, more sinister, while her head <
was covered with a profusion of dark

curls. Herform was rather slender, and
when she choose, could be charmingly I

graceful. When in a pleasurable mood
her face wore a smile that was caculated

to charm and attract.
To-night she was apprehensive of a 1

thousand discordant elements-fear that
the plot she had concocted would prove

disastrous. The consequence was, dark
and forbidding expressions characterized
her face and naughty language dyed the
coral of her lips.

In an enlarged type Hampton possess-
ed the same features as his sister,though
the cunning of his countenance was
moreperceptible. Thismark was evident-

ly created by a license to dissipation
and the unlimited freedom of his pas-
sione.

Laura re-opened the conversation by
asking:

"Well, how did she act on the route
home ?"

"Nellio, you mean?" 0

"Yes, of course."
"Oh, you could see pliinly that some-

thing was wroug. But I tell you the
candid fact, she is too proud and deter-
mined to retract her angered words. So
I'm safe on that score, and you may con-

gratulate yourself upon occupying a po-
sition of equally fine promise."

"Thank you," and she bowel her bead
mockingly.

"No Thomas yet-I wonder what de-
tains him," said Hampton suddenly
changing the subject.

"I am expecting him every minute."
"I hope the scoundrel hasn't got on

another one of his sprees."
"If he has--"
"It would prove fatal to me!" uncon-

sciously muttered Hampton, then re-
membering himself, he said:

"Ring for refreshments, Laura. I'm

getting tdull and sleepy and must abso-
lutely see Thomas before I go to bed."
A waiter soon answered the summons,

bearing a tray of delicacies.
They indulged themselves freely and

in silence for a while, each seemingly
wrapt in thought. Then the bell rang
and the servant announced:

"Mr. Thomas, who says he has an en-

gagement with you."
"Show him in, said Hampton.
A moment later a low, dark-browed

man was ushered into the room. Visible
marks of dissipation were drawn in deep
lines upon $is face, and his clothes, that
were comihosed of costly material, were

untidily and slovenly worn. With con-
siderable ceremony he complied with

the invitation to be seated.
"AWell, Tom, Ipresume you followed

my instrctions ' said Hampton after
that individual lad greedily *arallowed
a efll glass of brandy.

"Yes, sir, in every particular. But dl
have a sequel to relates which may as- m

tonish you." H
Thisi was saix with a nsieterious air, te

whbeh gave rise to a fe ling of mingled w
fear and curiosity, and they both ex-
claimed in a breath: a

"What's it-quick l"
IHe then gave an accurate history of

what had happened to James. They ai

listened with wiapt attention, their sur- t1
prise and Interest growing stronger each tl
moment. At the condlusion Hampton
asked : ri

"Do you know where they carried ti
him i"

Yes, I helped to restore him to life." ii
"Well, Tom, I want you to meet me o

at the club room to-morrow evening at
seven o'clock-sharp !" Said Hampton. P

"You may count on ibe, sir." h
," the meantime, if anything unusuen-

al should happen, come and leave a mes-w

sage here with my eister for me-that is,,

if you cannot find me anywhere in the y

city." a
"I'm at your service, sir-always will

Bbe as long as the money floats around d
I loose."

1 Swallowing another glass of brandy,

Thomas bowed and scraped himself out
of the room.

The last sound of his receding foot-
Ssteps had echoes through the hall and
Sdied out. Silence still reigned supreme

in the place he had vacated.
Both Laura and Himpton were in

t deep meditation, endeavoring to solve

the deepening issues of the plot they had
so ieedlessly instigated. It was very h

evident to them that the consequences a
might prove fatal, and they were unca-
Ssy. In vain did they seek to shift the

Sresponsibility from their guilty should-
eors. The die had been. cast, and they

must stem the tide acroiss the Rubicon.

e Laura, however did uiot feel the least

regret for the sorrow the had caused.
t She only selfishly feared that death 1
d would steal the object of her heart's af-
g fections from her. The first words that

fell from her lips betoken this, uttered t

-as they were, in cruel, grating tones. h

- and that directly after the horrible news
c she had heard a few minutes before.
f Raising her eyes slowly and fixing

, them in sullen gaze on Hampton's face,
s she exclaimed:

- "I had rather dee him dead than the
-husband of that girl !"

I "Oh, pshaw l You needn't trouble
r yourself with such fears," said Hampton
I lightly. "iHe will be perfectly well in a

week-perhaps in a day! And hating
', Nellie with a venomous hatred."

g This somewhat reasgured Laura, but
Y half-incredulously she asked:
d "Do you honestly believe it 1"

e "Yes, certainly. The stroke was sud-
den and unexpected, and consequently
n the shock succeeding it harder to bear;
ie but ho'll get over it the sooner."

0 "And now," she asked, "what do you

think best to be done f"
- "Why rest on our oars until we hear

C more definite news. The main thing is
I. to keep them separated in future; and if

d they should meet in spite of us, we must

pitch a bar of iron in one and a lump of
- ice4u the other. But this I fear will be

d a very dilfficult undlertaking. James'
affections once aroujiod, are not easily
'- subdued, and as we have reason to be-

*. live he loves Nellie, ~we must obstruct
the sacrifice his genetous nature may be
h willing to make. LdIt us strive to keep
d their pride alive, ~specially that of

SNel----"

,r "Can you do it wicre the affections
1d are so intense," she :interrupted with a
~r volume of scorn educentrated in the
.- tones of her voice. i
,t "That will depend on yourself wheth-
d er you charm the gallant James into the
k snares of matrimony. As for me I here
.d swear that Nellie shall never marry any

y one else but me "'
d As these words feol from his lips, he

Id was striding across the room with an air
of pompous suiperiori~y, chucking Laura

a under the chin as hoepassed her.
it A maidenly fluslt mantled Laura's
re face, but it was instaintly overspread by
'k an expression of winkged deflance, for-

d getting pure womanly modesty in her
ie reply:

"And I swear Nellie Graham shall
s- never marry him I I'd kill her first !"

:h Her words were a true index to her
ia face. It spoke euduring hate and ven-
t- geance, and her black eyes blazed like
in livid coals of fire.
s- "Ha! ha! ha! Laura you'd make a
perfect queen of tragedy, especially
'y where your little heart is concerned!"
said Hampton with considerable irony.
te "And you, st, could well play the

part of her hero," she retorted.
"Well, well-aside from jokes, our

plan has progressed admirably thus far,"
S- said Hampton, who seemed half-buried
e in thought for a moment; "now let us

r- drink a toast-to each other's success-
Jo and then to slumber."

" Laura declined drinking, but would
-join in the hope of success.

Hampton, already half intoxicatefd,
id filled his glass, drank the contents and

reeled out of the room.
0 ILaura eyed his umtil lie disappeared,
ly then muttering soml'thing about his be-

ing drunk, also went so her room-each
doubtlesq to churelti in dreams at the

in miserry they had dr iwn upon two un-

suspecting hearts.
The next day piss d slowly away.

a- Thornma had pust i no appearance, and
0- Lauri's fears began to wear offt Toward

night her mind t as almost entirely
m free of the unhaippy depressions, and
0- her heart was gron ing light and buoy-

ant again
5s At the appointed hour Hampton start-

ed to the place of appointment to meet
ad Thomas. He found him in prompt at-

ly tendance.
ng Thomas was soon relating the inci-

dents of the day. He had been at the
a- house for several h urs, so busily occu-

pied nursing James that it was out of

the question for hitm to leave.
ed James had become dangerously ill,
)le and the consulting physicians thought

OP his recovery extremely doubtful,
tat A cab was then called, and the two

re were driven rapidly down the avenue.
n- As they approached the Richardson res-

idence they slackened speed and stopped.

ed With light tread, they entered the sick
ter chamber. James was raving in one of
ad his wildest deliriums, and seemed igno-

rant of their presence. Thomas imme-

diately occupied thimself witha some little

m"se that regatird gtnton, and
Hamnipton stood calmly by with cold,
tearless eyes, surveying te rain he had

wrouight.
The thought that was occupying his

mid will doubtless startle the reader.
Ralf an hout passed.
Hampton finally stepped to the door,

and beckoned Thomas to him. Together

they left the room and disappeared in
the darkness without.

They re-entered the cab and were car-

ried at a rapid rate to Hampton's pala-
tialhome. Here they alighted and were
soon talking in low tones in the private
library. Hampton was the first to
speak:

"Tom, I want your services in an im-

portant matter-one vital to my future

happiness. I have tried you before, and _
I know of no one to whom I could apply

with greater safety. Can I depend on

you f"
"That's owing to what you want done

and what the consideration will be."

"Well, it is no worse than you have

done before for money. I will give you

fl ce hundred dollars to do the work for

for me."
"What is it-a dirty job t"
"I want you to see that James Rich-

ardson does not get well. That is, if he
shows signs of recovery after the crisis

I want you to see that he dies !"
"What-you mean poison himt"
"Yes, exactly."
"This was unexpected, and somewhat

startled Thomas; but after momentary
hesitation the thought of the financial

sadvantages brightened his bloodshot
eyes with fiendish delight.

He said:
"It is an ugly job-and I'll do it, but

not a finger will I raise at that price."

"Well, name your price."
"I must have one thousand dollars-

nothing less will get me into that vil-
lainous scrape." ,

"It's a bargain. And now here's five
hundred down. You must be ever on

the alert, and if he dies without your
having to administer the poison I will

consider myself under obligations for

the other five hundred."
Good! You area brick. Here's my

hand on it that the obligation on my

part with be faithfully performed," said
Thomas.

I'll trust you, Tom."

"I'm dry," said Thomas, "can't you
order refreshments t"

Drinking and coarse jokes prevailed

until Hampton began to fear thant Thom-

as was imbiding too heavily to perform

his part in the terrible drama they had

just improvised.
He said:
"I have other engagements niow, Tom,

and we must bring our little meeting to
a close. Be off and on duty, or the-

chance may slip."
a "Aye, aye," said Thomas, and was

gliding through the door when Hampton
said :

"Farewell, old boy, till we meet again.

Remember, fortune favors the bold !" S
Thomas was gone.
Days passed. At last the doctors said

our invalid must either improve or fall

as a victimu to the disease which held its

grasp upon him. 6
Thomas had been employed as the

principal nurse during the two trying

weeks, and it was through him that all

P medicine had been administered.

Night cane, and with it the doctor
and his usual instructions to Thomas.
B Surely he had worked his plans well and
a accurately.

0 The fatal drug had lain during that

weary period secreted in his pocket,
ready to be applied if nec essary.

The hours wore wearily on! Midnight
B tolled its presence. James awoke from

a deep, prolonged slumber.
He would recover. Joy was man'fest

e on the faces of those who witnessed the

favorable change. .His mother, now
a that he was considered out of danger,
consented to retire to rest. Utterly
worn out, she soon fell asleep.
y All had left the room except two per-

sons-Nellie, who occupied the same po-
sition she assumed upon entering the

room, and the villainous Thomas.
He saw that it was necessary to ad- ,

minister the poisonous drug, and draw-
ing a little slip of folded papser from its

long secretion, he poured the contents
in a glass of water.

This was accomplished with tremulous

fingers, which indicated some internal
excitement. It was not the hearts he

was about to rob and grieve that smote

his conscience, but a cowardly fear that -

ic detection woald deliver him into the

hands of law and the gallows.
irHardened criminal!I
With gentle motion anid:soft, serpent-

d like words he raised this invalid in his

15 arms and held the dcadly glass to his

- fevered lips.

The contents were swallowed!
1 His vile work was done-she left.
Nellia was left alone with the sick-

, watching and waiting !
d Alas! how vain are human hopes-

"Where ignorance is~bliss
'Tis folly to be w-ise."
[- To 1c Cor,,in,*cd Next WTeoEk.1
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COTE Brilliant-Buy this bhrand of
Flour and you will be pleased, at

Danvid & Garig's.

ORIENTAL Powder Agency-We sell
the above at New Orleans prices.

David & Garig.

STAPLE Hardware-We are now pre-
3 pared to fill orders for articles in this

line, at New Orleans prices. Nails a
specialty. David & Garig.
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Sumter House,
CHARLES WIECK, PEROPRIETOR,

1ornter o Third and Laurel Streets,
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CHAMPAGNE, PORT SHERRY, CLARET AND'
it IISHWHIT~ WINES,

IRSBOURBON OLIVE BRANCH,
CHICKE(I COCK,

and other brands of W hISKY.
EWESTRN LAGER BEER ALE PORTER,

GINGER ALE, ETC.
Best brands of CIGARS always on hand.

feb22f
~c H T 0E8' AXES, SHOVELS & SPADES.

11Planters and others in need of Hoes,
A xes, Shovels and Spades, and other
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1David &o arlthi a.a. ,a

B UTTER-We keep the celebrated
Fox River, egr; the beet in

town, at David a ' .
SRANIDFATHEB'8 CLOCK stopped
when the old4pn diead,ibut the rush

for Grocediess 1aept up at David &
Garig's.

IPP! tpl wo All their larders
at David'&iA 8

aU iii ne, at David &

etc.; t idky stDi G args
TUjlBLES-Ja . ery onieast in the
jworll, are acid by David, & 0o0

l W. DUNBAR & 8S0N'8 Canned
SShrim FirgseO n ,Artiibokes,

Okra, etc., alohoiogoo, at David &
Ga g's.

ALAD dreuing saves time and tron-S ble; lverynrce. Foarle at David
&Ganrlg'

U8 1IA Caviar- . lo and you willR Bundit at David"& Gj$(*
O\LD Daniel Boone-A flivorlte brand
Vjof WhiSky, it-David a Gerig'u.

-11 goods. . avid & (lanng.

DUGGIES-Alarge asotmentof Open
S and Top Buggesa, arouches and

Jersey Wa9one, sw h will be sold at
Jerieem which de omrP stm at& store

SOAP-A full stock ofProeter & Gam-
ble's,Hise'andKeller Soap,always

on hand- and which I am prepared to
give at bargains in job lots.

WM. GARIG.

MEATS-Mess Pork, Bulk Shoulders
and ClearSides, Suga-oured Haml,

canvassed and uncanvaueed; Breakfast
Bacon, canvassed and un00nva55ed
Smoked Trongues, Fulton, M0et Beck
in halfbarrels. Above casibe bought at
botto figures at store of :WM. GABIG.

S TUBBLE DIGGERLS-f have on hand
Sa full stock of Von Phal & Mallon's

Stubble Diggers, which I will sell at fac-
tory prices. WM. GARIG.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO DEALERS-
I have a fall stock of Can and Jar

goods, Crackers, Candlees Starch, Soda,
Lye and Tea-all of which Iwill offer
at bargains. WM. GARIG.

T EAS-I have just receiv1d, direct
from theimporters, afine assortment

of fresh Teas, in convenient packages
for retailing. . WM. ARBIG.

PLANTATION GEARS-A full stock
P of Moss and feather Collars, Blind
Bridles, Back Bands, Trace Chains Cart
Saddles and Breeching, which will be
sold at the very lowest IG b .

OEDAGE-A fdll assortmentof Rope,
AjCotton, Sisal and Manilla, Cotton
and Hemp Packing, Clothes Lines and
Baling Twine,, always on hand at store
of WM. GA lIG.

TAGONS-James Boosa and Gra-
V ham's celebrated Memphis Wagons

and Carts always on hand, which I offer
at prices to compete with any in thbe
market. Wl. GARIG.

DLOWS-I have always on hand a full
I supply of James H. Hall & Co.'s
celebrated Plows, all kinds and sizes,
and the celebrated Urie Plows of all
sizes and kinds. have also a lot of
Factory Plows on hand, which I offer at
very low prices. WM. GARIG.

FRESH GARDEN SEED-I havejustFreceived and ofer fo sale a full sup-
pl of eA h Garden Seed, from nursery
otit.. Perrj , Co. WM. GARIG.


