
.Pregence of mind and fortit
virtue were nater more atrkI
displayed than in the follow iaA
stance, which occurred where t
Sierra Morena rears its head abov
the dark rolling clouds; and wher
also nature, in her rudest form, di-
plays to the weary traveler a wid
and dreary prospect of barren wilds
disparted rooks, falling torrents,
gloomy forests of pines, openin
chasms, and all the dark variety that
makes nature terible, witho* a sin

gle gleanm of sunshine to scatter, a
it were, the hope of heaven over th

Sgulf of despair. On this spot, far
above the haunts of civilized men,
where the wild winds whistle and
the temprnsts roar, stand the chateau

fCuaunt de Rondeville, where the
narrow path leads the traveler round
the mountain summit, and where th
long-practiced mule carries its bur-
den in security, though the deviation
of an inch would precipitate beast
and rider over a precipice three hun-
dred feet high. On this spot, perch-
ed like an eagle's nest, is the seat o
hospitality to be found.

The count, who is lord ot the val
ley below, chooses here to fix hi
abode. He is fond of field sporte and
mountain scenery; to bring down
the hawk and falcon, to wind th
thicket after the wolf and the fox
and to spring from rock to rock witd
giant bound after the fleet chamoi
constituted his amusements for the
day. At evening's close to open hi
door to the wayworn traveler, t
rouse the fire on the hearth and
spread the table with plenty, were his
predominant delights. Thousand
have 'tasted of his liberality, and
whenever he visited the smjin
fields below, the lispings of children
and the benedictions of the aged piro-
claimed his presence.

.He passed his life without ostenta-
tion, and had not a male servant in
his retinue. One young girl, a na-
tive of Estreamadura, aged nineteen,
wan selected to attend upon his own
person, and he treated her as his
child. One evening he had been ou
late, and on his return he threw him-
self upon a couch and snnk into re-
pose.

Dorothea, aware that he would
net require her assistance any more,
retired to rest, and so did all the ser-
vants. About one in the morning
banditti, at the head of whom w

Bedglph Vascali, long the terror o
Spain, thundered at the gates of th
chateau and soon burst them open.
They tore the menials from thei
beds and with horrid imprecations
made them disclose where their littli
treasures were deposited, and sow
they put to Instant death. The nois
awakened the count, who rushed
unarmed into the hall. Rodolph
Vascab seized him by the throat, and
was on the point of stabbing him.
when Dorothlea, the little maid of
Estreamadura, entered, bearing a
candle. The robber started at seein
her, refrained from the blow and loe-
ened his grasp. The tine form of
Dorothea, robed in night attire, ap-
.peared as a beautifal vision, or a
,pecre fromt another and a hettc
world. The work of death w go-
ing on at the extremity ot the ball, and
over the marble floor streamsofblood
flowed.

"Stop," she cried, "the work ot
death, and follow me; you wan
money, and I will conduct you who
it is to be had."

"What pjedge have I for thy
krutht"said Rodolph Vascali, lear-
ing his hold of the count.

"Tbh pledge of blood-tbe tie o
mature-I am thy only sister!"

It was so. Rulolph, with com-
manding voice, ordered his men
desist from murder, and to retire,
while he compelled the count to sit
down, under a pledge not to rise till
he bade tbu.

"Recollect!" said he, "my sister,
for such thou art (however thou nam
eat here), I know no ties t thos
that connect me with my followe
I have checked the stream of dea
only to open the mine of gold."

"Yollaw me," said Dorothea, "and
yon sabll have wealth beyond you
hopes and wishes."
'Slowly they winded tip the' gothi
stair-way; thie moon shone sickly
through the arched and ivy-cole
windows; no sound was heard s&
that of the whisploring wind of t
night, that appeared to monum
those whose lives had so recentl

passed away. They reached
uamluit otthe eastern tower.
"I ber," said Rodolph, "the mm

of my band, who are aw

jagitiI with the booty."
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ushitg down rairsed the count 1i lyr
rms, wherein she eveir after rested
a loved and loving wife. Roddph

dis indeed her brother, but had long
been a detestabie murderer. $
therefore, abhorld his deed, and don A

this perilous occasion she sacrificed "

him on the shrine of duty. The
hateau still stands the count and R.
'ountess still exist, and- distribute rs

heir hospitality more geupronsly thap x
before, and the traveler, ah be a

vet the dreary heights of the "Sierra Av

Morens," shudderingly uursgra the
ne of Riodolph VAscali, and blesses

hat of Dorothea de Bondeville.
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The recent improvement in the or-

nization% of the Rusesian armyhnaveP
tended to the food as well as to the

sand discipline of its soldiers, and M
e day's ration of a Russian private

f 1681, rough as it is, would have
n thought absolute luxury by his

calf-starved predecessor of the last CQ
neration. The tarinaeeous ration

a time of war is a little over two E
pounds of hard black biscuit per day;
n peace, it is the same amount of To
wheat or barley flour and buckwheat

ruel, the latter being much esteemed
by the Russian peasantry. Four day
n the week (the other three beiig
fsts by the roles of the Greek Church)

each man receives half a, pound of Liq
meat per day, exclusive of bone, with
a certain .amount of tea, vegetables, And
pirits, etc. Few men, however, are
o, independent of supplies as the other

ordinary Russian. Themilitaryannals
f the Circassian war have preserved :

the fame of a regiment which fasted
or three days and fought a battle on
the fourth. A still more curious in- H
tance occurred during Suvareif'
wise campaign in 1799. When the C

half-starved Russians poured into
he village of Andermatt, of whose

moue cheese they had heard
any stories, their first proceeding

was to devour the contents of a large
tore filled with what they suppose4

to be the dainty in questiaop,
then falling upon the resob they

at them back across the Rets h
hen Suvaroff, after the battle prai
the valor of his men, one of them ia

modestly attribated it to the "g4
heese" they had eaten, and triaum-
phantly displayed the half-gnawed
emnaut of a bar of yellow soap a
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She was a real pretty bread and
butter, peaches and cream kind of aqn

ren country girl, and she almos
roke the hearts of the clerks in the I
postofbce when she came up to th
window and asked to buy a posRNI
stamp.

"Ah," said Oscar, with a smile of
killing vari'+y, as he noticed sh K
ad a yellow envelope in her hand,
'why not buy a plain white stamped alas
nvelopot" a"
"I don't want a stamped envelope, P1l

he simpered, "I want a stamp."
"Oh, very well, bit y,9qq
mped envelopes, are all the rage

"I don't care, I want a setamp.'"
"Well, you. are inet tooQtptly cadi

tter. Won't. you tell mge why ye
ant the atamp " and the youn Con
an wrapped a smile around his

ace like a sheet arouiid a ghost.
"You won't tell anyboqy t"
"No, of conse notur
"Nobody 1" 0o2
"No."
"Well, then--te-he--te-he," sh Bg

aughed, "you see my bean be don' 'tYhnged
ike stamped envelopes. He liV Io

way oat in Colorado, and he say
he never gets to see me, but if I Ii
he stamp and stick it on,hecan tak
s off and chew it, and it is the nex
hing to kissing me." Then sheblns.

h ad dlooke teased, and Oscar
red in thq fate that he gave box

tamp an dvel cents'change for
hree cei piecet.-[(W. J. Lmpton,
teuben Herald.
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