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OFFICE-2 and N COMMERCIAL PLACE!
F. It BOUTHMAYD, Business Manngor.

. Satarday, December 25, INThH. .

We desireto say (o the business men
of all kinds and classes in Now Orleans,
that we are going to furnish a dally
paper which will necolsarily command
a large eirculation, as it will boldly ad-
voente the right and denounce the
wrong, and we confldently look for a
substantial advertising patronage, No
advertisement was ever yet issuod that
did not pay the advertiser—especially
when put in such a paper as the Now

Orleans DEMOCRAT.
e — e s e

A Misraxe iy e Tyres.—In alluding
to the new paper-—the Cycle—issued at
Mobile, Alabaina, the editor’s name, W.
T, Walthall, Bsq., was misprinted,
while the business manager's nomoe ls
Mr. Thamos, and not Thomas,

e — o v —

Wa return our sincore thanks to our
friends, Mossrs, Mumford & Watson, of
the Olty Hotel, for an invitation to their
Xmas dinner to-day, which, judging
from the men, promises to be a most
delightful  entertainment.  Moesars,
Mumford & Watson are the accom-
plished proprietors of one of tho ¢hoice
hotels of the city, who are thorough
gentlemen in their profession, It would
afford us groat ploasure to accept their
kind and polite invitation, but for a pre-
vious engagement of a weok's standing
to dine with a friend,

et e
THE LEVEE COMPANY.

Elsewhere wo publish as an advertise-
ment the **Address to the Public by
the Louislana Levee Company,' John
Henderson, President,

We wish it distinetly understood that
wo do not, even by implication, give
our sanction to this thing called the
“ Louisiana Lovee Company,” and, in
general terms, for the following rea-
BONS :

1. The original charter of this com-
pany was obtained from the Warmoth
Leglslature—as vile a sot of scamps as
over sursed clvilization--and, no doubt,
by the most corrupt, means,

2. The present company purchased
the franchises of the original compapy
with a full knowledge of the odium
attached to it, as well as a full knowl-
edge of the utter detestation in which
it was hold by the ggod peoplo of the
Btate,

3. Becauso tho company is not, and
nover has boen (even if acting under a
legitimate charter) pecuniarily able to
meet the exigencies of the vast under-
taking of building and repaiving the
levees of the State, as is made manifost
by their own showing.

4. Beeause we cannot regard as at all
legitimate or proper a company of our
own cltizens orgauizing to build and
repair levees with money gathered from
the people by taxation, when the same
money can be used by the State for the
BAIMe purpose.

5. Bocause, beyond a peradventure,
the prices received by the Leves Com-
pany for bullding levees is exorbitant,
cloar beyond the actual value of the
work.

6, Because, whereas there was in the
original charter obtained from the War-
moth Logisluture one partially saving
clause for the unforthnate planter—the
clause for recovery of damages from the
company in case of crevasse and over-
flow-—~the present company did prevail
on the equally vile Kellogg Legislature
to repeal sald clause, thus fixing a con-
traot with the company whereby they
ocould safely tax the planter, but suffer
no penalty in caso of negligence or mis-
application of funds,

Finally, the Louisiana Levee Compa-
ny is pagt of a wretched system of mo-
nopolies, and is thus at entire variance
with our ideas of good government,

e e s
THE GRAND JURY REPORT.

The report of the present Grand Jury
on the Louisiana Lottery Company,
which was presented to-day in the Su-
perior Criminal Court, we lay before the
public in another column. It deserves
the careful reading and serious conside-
ration of every good citizen who is in-
terested in the welfare of this commu-
nity. The document needs no comment
at our hands. It speaks in no uncertain
tone of a deadly evil, and was signed
by every member of the Grand Jury.
We commend the document especially
to those prominent ecitizens who
have, according to some of our con-
temporaries, been induced to lend
their sanction to the approaching
drawing, as also to the acting At-
torney General of the State, to
whom the Grand Jury commend a line
of very proper action. We trust the
Legislature will take steps immediately
after organization torid the State of the
loathsome corporation.

e e ————
The Decree of the U. S, Court in the
Maenhaut Case,

We learn that the impression prevails
at the City Hall that the injunction
served upon the city and its officers, in
the Maenhaut. case, by Judge Woods,
either on account of & clerical error 01:
inadvertance of the Judge, fails, while
restraining tho defendants from using
the funds raised for the payment of in-
terest on the consolidated bonds issued
under the city charter for Fehruary 23,
. 1852, and held by the plaintiffs as being

. of the bondholders whe did not consent
to the terms of ordinanes No. 3190, of
July 14,3875, for any. purpose whatever,
to oxﬁ' Nd:ﬂ:‘olen to jiay :::‘:i above

Honad olders o solidated
the funds so vestrained. Thisim-
Hon or interpretation seems to pre-
n outside of the City Hall, as we
on good authority that Admin-
¢ x bury has daily applications
& WPRolders of cdnsoldated bonds for

CHRISTMAS DAY,

No matter what are our heavier cares
or lighter but still annoying troubles,
wo find atdeast a temporary amoeliora
tion of our perplexities in the sympathet-
ie fealings, which seem to characterize
all, triends and enemies alike, on this
quiet Neutral Day of the year dedlcated
by comanon consent, to our most
amiable behavior, our best sentiments,
our most aceeptable charities and our
gayest temper. Good old Telesophorus,
the enlightened Pope, who established
the blessed day as one for plous com-
memoration, for physical recreation,
tor charity and for merry-making
throughout. the combined Christian
nations, cortalnly in doing so butlt him-
golt & monument, by his Docretal,
in the hearts of men which has alroady
survived moro than eighteon centurios,
and will yet last, wo trust, for thousands
of happy gencrations dwelling In the
conturies to come, It 18 true that the-
presont Xmas day, the 25th of Decom-
bor, was not at flrst chosen as the exact
timo of our Savior's nativity, and inthe
East the month during which the won-
derful Birth, so full of humanity and
love anid joy, occurred, was April in
some places, and May in others, But
Jullus, the third, an accomplishod
Feclesinstle, scientist and phIluuopfmr.
having Instituted an investiggtion for
the purpose of fixing on a day absolute-
ly correct, or w8 nearly correct as possi-
blo,after examining, it is sald, carcfully
the tables of the censors in the Ro-
man  archives, containing  the best
ovideneo to be attained in regard to the
eventful period of Jowish history, in
which Jesus of Nazaroth lived, 1t was
decided to colebrate the 26th of Decem-
ber, our pwesent Christmas, as belng
the most appropriate. After full delib-
oration throughout Christendom, and
final necordance betwoen the East and
the West, tho authority of the day was
universally accepted, Hence it is that
in,all parts of the globe, where our ben-
eficent religion prevalls, on this day,
men engage in the sume prayers, in-
dulgoe in the same charitable thoughts,
and indulge in the same innocent and
hilarious festivitios and enjoyments, Of
course the mere forms In the obser-
vance of Christnas differ in many
countries; but it s substantially
the samé thing everywhere. Holiday
apparel, the ringing of bells, brief!
chureh devotion, songs, glad volces of
acquaintances and friends, family re-
unions at dinner, evening gatherings
tor dancing and musie, Xmas trees for
children, such tribute to the poor as
means will permit, wherever the Chris-
tain’s hand isseon or his tongue is heard
on the wide face of the carth, these are
in the main his social practices on this

Divine day.
It is curious to trace the origin of

some of the ceremonies and decora-
tions still practiced. The ringing of
bells originated from the circumstance
that it was supposed the Lord was born
about the hour of midnight, and it
therefore became the custom through-
out England, France and Goermany to
usher in the first hour of the 26th (5th
of Junuary, old style) with these sounds
of joy, as it to inform an awakening
people of the glad tidings of the Savi-
our's birth. 'The evergreen decorations
with ivy, holly, bay, laurel and missletoo
are derived, without doubt and not im-
properly assimilated, from the ancient
Druideal worship which preceded the
Christians in BEurope. The expressions
of “kissing under the missletoe,” or
“whispering under the rose,” are the
rosult of Xmas gossip, or games, or
love making, long before Harold the
Saxon lost, and Willian the Norman
guined at Hastings the erown of Eng-
land, or the romance of Vortigern and
Rowena is said to have transpired.

Ih the distant times the priests and
people met together in tho streets of the
sovaral cities, and with carcls and instru-
ments of musie, and aftorwards in the
theatres with dramas and spectacles
deemed suitable for the occasion, ex-
pressed the general mirth and happi-
ness associated with the glorious day.
The antiquarian curiosity in the shape
of the “Xmasse carolles” printed by
Winkin de Worde, in 1521, will show in
what English our ancestors sung
their joyous roundelays, but at ths same
time their eminent piety, goodness of
heart and rollicking gayety hundreds
of years ago. Indeed, while mankind
have unquestionably vastly improved
in material civilization, and in nothing

more than in the pronunciation
and reading of the English lan-
guage itself, within the last cen-

tury or two, we doubt very much
whether there has been any re-
markable advancement in those hu-
mane and fraternal sentiments which
should accompany a morel as well as a
mental progress. The “Abbot of En-
reason’ and the “Lordof Misrule”
have been banished, and the practical
habits of this commercial age dispenses
with their presence and former services,
but their large and genial hospitality,
their loaded boards in the hall, their
larders full of meat, their cellars full of
drink, their warm yule log, their pity
and blessings for the poor, their jokes,
and conjuring and forfeits, and merry
dances and mugic, cause them to be re-
membered as a type of the most exalted
humanity of the period, as bright and
much more unfading than their own
evergreens,

In America, even now in the land of
the Puritans who were once fanatically
opposed to Xmas because it was as-
sociated originally with Catholic his-
tory and worship, but whose grim and
most unreasonable prejudices have been
much softened if not entirely removed,
we celedate this day for the most part
as one affording an apportunity for an
exhibition of affectionate interest by
each member of a family towards the
others, in the gathering of old and
young around the family table at din-
ner, and in the parlors at night, in not
being unwilling witnesses to the rich
gifts that Santa Claus brings to the lit-
tle ones in the morning, and to the
much admired and coveted treasures
that elder sisters and brothers or loving
mothers have placed in the branches
of the ‘fairy treec at nmight. All
those that ever rersember the poor
48 human brethren, 9lso always think
of them during theseftestive hours with
compassion, and make a proper provis-
ion for the weak, the sick and the

this country we genervally, as a |

80 conduct the celebration as to be as
ohenrful and happy ourselves, and 1o
try to make others as much 5o as o
ruther selfish natures will permit. There
is very littlo poetry left in our Ximas of
1876: but still, it must be confessed,
much substantial comfort. With our
respectful and warm salutations to all,
wo wish our readers and all friends
health and happiness and a * Morry
Xmas,"

THE PRINCIPLE FOR WHICH OUR
MAYOR CONTENDS,

It {8 o matter of the utmost import
wnee for the people to bear fully in
mind that the chief point in the recont
moessage of our honored Mayor s his
manly protest against the outrage of
bhostowing the taxing power on those
irresponsible  bodics of unserupulous
partisnng known as tho Police and
School * boards,"

If there be a fundamental principle
of Republican government worth fight-
ing for, it Is that of “No taxation with-
out representation ;* and I that groat
principlo is to be maintained, these
legislatures (presumed  to be tho reproe-
gentatives of the people) must be made
to feel thay they cannot delogato to uny
“hoard " the power to tax at all, much
lons to tax indefinitely, and without
resposibility,

In the proper organization of our re-
publican form of government legisla-
tures have been (und very justly and
properly) very joulous in the bestowal
of the privilege on eity, town and county
corporations of fixing even n prescribed
tax on their own people for their own
bonefit; and it is within the obsorva-
tion of every intelligent man that even
this privilege has beon grossly abused.
But what o monstrous outrago is it on
the commoncest rights of freemen to
delegate to w board selected by a Gover-
nor the power (o tax without limit,  And
then when we contemplate the appall-
ing facts that this very Governor is not
the cholee of the people, but s an
usurper of the vilest kind, and that his
appointecs are In many Instances vaga-
bond aliens, without material or any
other interests here beyond that of liv-
ing and fattening off the reduced sub-
stance of the people, we can only won-
der that not before this has the great
contest innugurated by the Mayor been
raised.

The great principle for which our
forefathers leliberately plunged into
a physical confliet of seven long ybars
with the mother country, lend but feeble
{llustration compared to that which is
on this people, Rather than drink tea
taxed without their consent, the people
of Boston pitched the cargoes into the
goa and took to their muskets for sup-
port; the taxes levied by the Police and
School Boards are to rivet the chains of
slavery on our wrists and to degrado
our systom of education to the standard
of the usurper and the carpet-bagger.

Never was more important issue made
than this one by our brave and patri-
otie Mayor, The Administrators must
stand by him. They wore put in office
through herculean exertion of the peo-
ple for the purpose of relieving the peo-
ple. Nobody can more properly make
the great and vital issue of resistance
to despotic unrepublican law than the
constituted local authorities of a groat
vity elaiming to exist under republican
rovernment. For the Administrators
to sit quietly in their seats and admin-
ister laws upon this people which they
know to be oppressive, destructive and
unrepublican, is to be only as useful as
Radieal Couneils have boen and would
be-again, Until they have publicly de-
termined to do so, we shall have the
fullest faith that they are the faithful
and patriotic servaunts of an oppressed
people.

OFFICIAL ACTS.

Before he was drawn by force from
the Governorship to which the people
of Louisiana had elected him by a large
majority, Gov. McEnery had not only
issued many commissions, but the fol-
lowing regularly authenticatod writ of
election to the supervisors of the sev-
eral parishes, to which it was directed,
for the purposes as stated. 'This fact
disposes of the Blaine question, to which
such a prompt answer was given, and
by which it was denied on the floor of
the House of Representatives that Gov.
McEnery had ever verformed a single
official act. We publish the paper showy
ing one official act by the Governor, be-
fore he was interrupted by Grant's pov-
er in favor of usurpation, and actually
forced to yield his office. and to see (e
rights of the people overwhelmed. The
paper is as follows :

STATE OF LOUISIANA,
Office of State Registear of Voters,
New Orloans, La., Feb, 21, 1873,

—, Bsq.,
.‘Jupcrvlsur of Registration,
Parish of
Sir—Your attention is respectfully in-
vited to the subjoined writ of election,
issued by his ExcellencyJohn McEnery,
G;wornor of the State of Louisiana, to

wit:

WRIT OF ELECTION—OFFICIAL.
STATE OF LOUISIANA
Executiye Office, New Orleans, Feb. 19, 1873, }

Whereas, the Senate of the State of
Louisiana did, on the 19th day of Feb-
ruary, 1873, by the constitutional two-
thirds vote of its members, declare the
following mnamed Senators - expelled
from the Senate, to-wit: A. E. Barber,
A. B. Harris, J. H. Ingraham, P. F.
Herwig, M. H. Twitchell, Edward But-
ler; and

Whereas, the seats of the following
named Senators were declared vacant,
to-wit: O. H. Brewster, T. B. Stamps,
E. L. Webber and T. C. Anderson ; anc

Whereas, official information of such

vacancies has reached me in accordance
with law:
Now, therefore, I, John McEnery,
Governor of the State of Louisiana, do
issue this my writ af election to the
Supervisors of Registrstion in the pa-
rishes and Senatorial Districts herein-
after named, ordering and directing
them to hold elections for Senators for
their respective Districts, in accordance
with act No. 89, approved November 20,
1872, as follows :
One Senator from the Tenth Senato-
rial District, composed of the parishes
of Caleasieu, Lafayette, Cameron and
St. Landry, to fill the unexpired term
of T. C. Anderson.

One Senator from the Eighteenth Sen-
atorial District, com of the pa-
rishes of Ouachita and Caldwell, to g?l
the unexpired term of '‘O. H. Brewster.
One Senator from the F -
torial District, composed of the parish
of Plaquemines and the Right Bank of

e the unex-

needy out of their own comparative

I‘)l{ . olllglr rd hwx
Tm O wa utler.
On_o‘Semtor from the Fifteenth Sena-

;;-uplu, [of Concordia and Avoyelles, to fill the

ground (malntained by some extreme

Lunexpired term of A, B, Harrls,

One Benator from the Twelfth Sena-
torinl District, composed of the parishes
of East Feliciana, West Feliciana and
Pointe Coupee, to Il the unexpired
torm of . 1. Webber,

One Senator from thé Twentysecond
Senatorial Distriet, composed of the
warishes of Natchitoches, Red River,
i)oﬂntn and Sabine, to fill the unex-
pired torm of M. H. Twitchell.

Two Senators from the First Sena-
torinl Distriet, composed of the First,
Second and Third Wards of the parish
of Orleans, to fill the unexpired terms
of A. K. Barber and P. F. Herwig.

One Senator from the Thivd Senatorial
Distriet, composed of the Seventh,
Eighth and Ninth Wards of the parish
of Orlenns dnd the parish of 8t Ber-
nard, to fill the unexpived term of J. H.
Tugraham.

One Senator from the Sixth Senatorial
District, composed of the Twelfth, Thir-
teenth - and Fourteenth Wards of the
wrish of Orleans and the parishes of
.Ll,. Charles, Jefferson and St John the
Baptist, to fill the unexpired term of
T. B. Stamps,

Said elections to bhe held and due no-
tice thereof to be given within the limit
of time required by law, and the returns
thereof to be made in nccordance with
the constitution and laws of the State,

Given under my hand and the senl of
the State, this nineteenth day of Febru-
ary, in the i‘«-ur of our Lord one thou-
gand olght hundred and seventy-three,
and the ninety-seventh of the indepon-
denee of the United States,

(Signed) Joux McENEnRy,
By the Governor:
(Signoed) 8. ARMSTEAD,

Soeretary of State,
A true copy :
Warrer 8. Lona,
Acting Ass’t Bee'y of State,
You are consequentfy directod to
designate the day upon which you pro-
wse to hold the l‘fl‘('”l)ll for Senators
n your parish, and notify this office to
that effect.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

State “"K‘NII"III‘ of Voters,

R
ANNUAL  ESTIMATES BEFORE

CONGRESS.

THE

The Extimate for 1876 Twenty-one Millions
and a Half in Increase of the
Last Fiseal Year,

IMPERIALISM AND EXPENSES HAND IN HAND.
ECONOMY AND PURITY IN ADMINISTRATION
NEEDED,

[Cinecinnati Commereial.]

The Book of Estimates sent in to Con-
gress by the Secretary of the Treasury
last weeks, presents a sotal array of
mblie expenditure that is alarming.
'I‘lm estimates called for in the aggre-
gate for every department of the publie
sorvice amount to the gross sum of
$314,612,608 48, This oxceeds the esti-
matos sent in o year ago for the current
fiscal year, to the wmount of 34,581,
838 50, But the the actual excess of the
estimated wants for the next fiscal yeuar,
beyond the appropriations made by
Congress for the current one, is the
enormous sum of $21,446,530 91, That
is to say, Congress appropriated for the
fiseal year 1875-6, ulll.t.lnuv 204 mil-
lions, whereas the estimates Tor the fls-
cal year 1876-7 exceed 3144 millions,

We have said that this account pre-
sents an alarming state of things; and
in the present greatly depressed condi-
tion of the country, when the weight ot
taxation is so spverely felt by the people
in every direction, it can be regarded ns
little less than monstrous that inereas-
ed instead of diminished expenditures
to the amount of over twenty-one mil-
lions should be called for by the Ad-
ministration.® The last Congress cer-
tain]y appropriated liberally, and in
many directions lavishly. It appropri-
atod Tor many new sources of expendi-
ture and enlarged many old ones; and
yet the tirst thing that is done, now that
a new Congress assembles, is to ask for
an incerease of more than twenty mil-
lions upon even their extravagant ex-
penditure, One  extravagance, it
appenrs, loads inevitably to another,
and the department or bureau which
ots the inerease it asks for from one
?!un;,'n-x.-s comes up smiling, with a bold
face, to tho next; and demands still
another addf¥on to its patronage, or its
means of getting rid of the publie
money.

Out of this total increase of expendi-
ture called for by the estimates, Con-
gress itsell, in its various objects of ex-
penditure, calls for $1,900,000 over and
above the appropriations for 1876, "The
War Deparvnent calls for about $17,-
000,000 in its estimates more than the
appropriations of Congress for the cur-
rent discal year. The Navy Depart-
ment demands something over $4,000,
000 beyond its current appropriation.
The Interior Department wants about
700,000 more. The Postoflice Depart-
ment, whose deficiencies are always on
the increase, calls for about $9500,000,
The Department of Agriculture wants a
matter of $2000 additional. The only
departments whose estimates call for a
less amount than their appropriations
for the current year, are the Depart-
ment of State, $80,000 less; the Treas-
ury Department, which estimates for
£3,000,000 less than the current year;
and the Department of Justice, which
knocks off a little matter of $37,000 from
its demands of nearly $4,000,000 per an-
num.,

If there is any economy, retrench-
ment or reform visible anywhere in the
atmosphere of Washington, it is clear
that it is not to be looked for in the de-
partments and bureaus of the Adminis-
tration. It is the settled function of

.| every official there employed to magni-

fy his office, to make broad his phylac-
teries, and to extend his patronage.
Whatever may be their ereed about the
currency, it is abundantly evident that
these officials, as regards public expen-
diture and official patronage, are big-
oted adherents to the doctrine of in-
flation, and not of contraction. Their
aspirations after mukinlg this not only
the most splendid, but the most expen-
sive Government on the face of the
earth, must be curbed by a vigilant
Congress, or we shall see the national
debt, and with it the national burdens,
increased instead of diminished during
the lifetime of the genération now upon
the stage.

We propose to make a brief analysis
of some of the items of expenditure es-
timated for in the big quarto volume of
318 pages of rule-and-figure-work just
laid upon the tables of members of
Congress, and containing the estimates
of appropriations required for the ser-
vice of the fiscal year ending June 30,
1877. We will begin with Congress itself ;
and we must remark at the outset that
if members of the new House of Reprre-
sentatives would like to establish a rep-
utation with the country for sincerity in
professions, as well as economy in prac-
tice, they will do well to find out what
the total increase of 1,900,000 estimated
for under the general head of Congress
over the expennditures-of the current |
rrcscnl year is wanted for, If they will |
ook into this, they will find that the
heaviest item of increase is an estimate
sent in from the Court of Claims, a
court created by Congress some twent;~
years ago for the audit of all sorts of
claims against the Government of the
United States. This is 8 most expensive
court to the tax-payers, and asks for
two million dollars this year to
Ju ents which are or may be render-
ed by it in favor of suitors against the
Government whose claims have not been

economist) that the man who has to
prosecute a claim against the Govern-
ment, of his country ls prima focie a
fraud, and ought to be non-suited be-
eause he could not recover it under the
ordinary system of vouchers estab-
lished by law, But we do not say that
the history of successful suits in the
Court of Claims, up to and including
the notorious Union Pacifie Railway
case, oxhibits many judments that were
lmid that ought never to have been al-
owed. The number and variety of cot-
ton claims alone growing out of the
captures of abandoned property durlng
and sinee the war are g0 great and the
thousands and millions recovered by
claimants under manufactured evidence
wesentod yo formidable ashowing as to
wve called for a special remogstance
both in the report of the Attorney Gen-
ornl in the lust annual messago of the
Prosidont. We very much fear that
there is small hope of getting these
cotton judgments n" which the tax-pay
ers must. yot. be muletod, seriously di-
minished undor the present Houso of
Reprosontutives,  But when tho Court
of Claims calls for $2,000,000 for the
coming year against only $400,000 ap-
proprinted by Congress for tho present
one, it becomes the unquostioned duty
of that body before it passes this large
appropriation to llml out what the
moneoy is for,

The noxt largest item of increase un-
der the head of Government expendi-
ture is in the estimates of the Congres-
slonal Printor for the public printing
and binding. "These excoed tho appro-
printions for the present flscal year
which were %1,665,607 66, to the amount
of $374,788 90, This is a pretty big bill
of increase for times of retrenchment
and reform,  Nearly $400,000 in the ag-
gregate to be expended on the |>||I»I¥-
printing and binding, or about twenty
per cent inerease over the enormous ex-
wnditure of the present year, Wethink
t is about time that some of the items
of expenditure, which_ amounted to
nearly 2,000,000 for mer®ly printing and
binding, should be looked into.

qun-viully is this the case where they
included, as is currently reported, large
amounts of Russinand Morocco leather,
and gold leaf for binding of oxtra copies
of the reports of burean officers for pre-
sontation to their political and personal
friends throughout the country. 'This
is ministering to the vanity of little of-
ficinls at the expense of the taxpuyers,
while it is an absurd and grotesque vio-
lation of good taste in binding an ordi-
nary publle documents in the boudoir
or parlor table stylg of Turkey Morocco
and gilt edges,

Besides  this, the custom which
has grown up in Washington of letting
overy officer in the public service order
as many special reports, blanks, forms
and supernumerary documents as he
pleases, to be executed at the Govern-
ment Printing Office, at the people’s
charge, ought to be instantly stopped.
Diseretionar |Imwm'u are always dan-
gorous and linklo to abuse. But no dis-
cretionary power is more apt to be
abusoed than that which a bureau officer
exercises in the direction of magnifying
his office. Congress ought to provide
some law by which the public rl‘lllﬂllu
nuigance should be curbed and brought
within the bounds of economy.

The printing of its own more or less
usoless documents in enormous quanti-
ties for free distribution is another most
extravagant use of the public money
which it behooves Congress forthwith to
curtail, Tons upon tons of this uscless
lumber are annually turned out from
the Government printing offlee and sent
lumbering the mail all over the country.
And out of every hundred of these docu-
ments it would be a violent stretch of
eredulity to suppose that so many as
five are ever used or read by the recipi-
onts,  The great mass of them are
tuinbled futo waste baskets, and find
their way to the pulp vats of the paper
maker ‘within = less than twelve-
month. We trust the present Con-
gross  will  be  less  ambitious to
distinguish itself as & societ
for the free diffusion of useless knowl-
edge than its prodecessors, Its imme-
diate predecessor had the hardihood to
restore the franking privilege, so far as
publie documents were concerned, until
their own term of office expired, and
these documents actually wont  free
through the mails until tfu- Gth of De*
cember, instant. We hope the now
Congress will let the franking privilege
now again dead by limitation, sleep 1l
sleop that knows no waking, and thus
in at least one particular, truly reflect
the public mind of the country.

The franking extravagance and the
hublic rrlntlnu extravagance go hand
n hand. They are twin excrescences
in the publi¢ service, which mutually
help to expand each other, and thus to
build up an abuse costing the tax-payers
milllong of dollars, with little or no re-
sulting benefit to the people.

- .o
The Bible in the Schools.

The Presbyterian clergy of Chicago
held a mcnl.lng last week and adopted
a declaration, from which wo take the
following suflicient extract :

“Morality and religion being essen-
tial to the welfaro of the State, the Bible,
their source and exponent, should re-
main in the schools where the eltizens
of the State are trained. The removal
of the Bible would Hurlmmlr damage our
school system, and not allay the hos-
tility of our enemies, The Bible is not
secotarian, and does not engender State
and church connections. Its removal
would be the beginning, and would in-
volve principles of a mm[})llnte seculari-
zation of the State, which would even-
tually issue in thie downfall of the
Republie.”

'Ilhe reverend gentlemen knew per-
fectly well that their Bible, the Protest-
ant Bible, is not the Catholic Bible or
the Jewish Bible. They certainly would
not be willing to accept the Douay ver-
sion of the Scriptures, or the Old Testa-
ment to the exclusion of the New,

Why, then, can they not see
that the preference of the Catho-
lics and ews is entitled to as
much respect as their own? This is not
a Pretestant country any more than.it
is a Catholie or Jewish countey. This
is not a Protestant government an
more than it i a Catholic or Jewis
government., Our schools are no more
Protestant schools than they are
Catholic or Jewish schools. They are
public  schocls; supported by the

ublic and intended for the public—not
or this, that, or the other sect, To ge-
cure the permanence and efficiency of
these schools, they must be kept for-
ever free from all entangling alliances
of every kind, sort, or description. The
Bible’ though it contains messages of
peace, can 80 used as to make it a
vehicle of endless war. Such it most
certainly would be if thrust into the
gschools. Therefore, for its own sake,
and far the schools’ sake, keep it out,
St. Lowis Republican.

.o - —

Captain Dick Rollins, of Tattersall’s
saloon, did not forget the DEemocrat
men last evening, but warmed the inner
man by a jorum of fine egg-nogg. We
wish Captain Dick many happy returns
of the day and hope he will receive a

liberal share of the !mblic patronage.

StreeT Cak ETIQUETTTE.— We observed
yesterday morning a youth of about
fifteen get up politely and tender his
seat to a gray-headed old gentleman (?)
who took it with a grunt, but not 3 word
of thanks did he deign to give the boy.

et G et -
PusLie ScrooLs.—TheSuperintendent

of the Public Schools has ordered that
the schools be closed during the holi-

allowed by the auditing officers of the
Treasury under any e ng laws.

days, to re-open Monday, Jaguary 3,

'ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC
BY THE

Levee Company.

Louisiana

OrricE LOUISIANA Lxvik COMPANY, )
No. 28 Cnrondelet stroet,
New Orleans, Nov, 13, 1875, 9
To the Publie: .

The underalgned, President of the Loulsiana
Loveo Company, in behalf of the directors and
stockholders of sald company, deems it his duty
to the public and to the stockholders to publish
the following statoments in correction and rofu-
tation of the persistont misstatoments and false
aceusntions made regarding us and our motives
and actions through the press of Now Orleans,

The partios, nol oursolves, who formed the
Loves Company, and orlginally contractad with
the State of Louislana for the building and
manintonanco of lovees, in Eobrusry, 1871, found
themselves wholly unable to comply with their
contract for want of capitul.  The Biato hud pro-
viously fssued more than 84,000,000 of bonds for
lover construction purposos, under Boards of
Commissionors ; which bonds wore much depro-
cinted In valuo in tho market, and the State was
powerless to raise further means for continuing
the work of leveo maintenance, She ladd no
money snd could no longer get the work done
on eradit, The levees wers broken und gone in
vory many plaoes, and unless something wore
dono the whole alluvial portion of the Stats was
cartain to bo inundated during the noxt floods
of the river,

The State could not build the lovees, and the
now Loveo Compuny, as then constituted, wias
ogually powerless to procesd with the work it
Il undertnken, Such was the situstion in No-
vomber, 1471,

At this juneture a fow gentlomen, including
among their numboer sevoral bank presidents,
large Innded propriotors, sud capitalists, all res-
ident eitizens of long standing, who thought
they would therehy ronder the Btate good ser-
viee, joined togother in the emorgency snd con-
eluded (o invest & portion of thelr funds, and
undoertake to do what  neither the State, the new
Lovoos Company, nor the ripariau propriotors
could do,

Thoy nequired, as the only mouns of oporat-
ing and of having the levees built, (for the only
possiblo instrumentality then was the newly
formed Loveo Compuny), the franchises and con-
tenct of sald Coimpany.  They then jointly eon-
tributed and puld in upwards of $400,000 in cash,
for a capital, in Decomber, 1871, and commoneod
to robuild such lovoos as the Btate, through its
Commission of Enginoors, designated as most
nocossary, and ordered for construction. They
built overy lovoo so orderod, and complied with
all the requirements of their contract stipula-
tions ns designated to them by the Btato as the
proprictog of the levees, through hor offloinls,

By the uso of their whole capital, and strain-
ing their credit, they suceveded in bullding up-
wards of one hundred lovees complolely, with
many others at the same timo under process of
construction, before recelving one dollar of
compensation therefor trom the State,

To Octobor, 1872, they bullt levees amounting
in the aggregate to 92,867,761 cublo yards, for
which $1,634,666 60 was due, and on account of
which only $202,000 had beon paid to them by
the State, The Leves Company has pald to
its sub-contractors, on an sverege, from firs!
to Inst, noarly thirty-fivo cents per cuble yard
on u eash basis, besides dofruying all of its in-
cldontal and other necessary oxpensos. The
Company's loss, In Interest alono on the un-
padd balances pust due by the Btate for work
nctually porformed, say on about $1,600,000, nt
ton per cont for threo and a half yonrs, amounts
to #526,000, The balance dus the Lovos Gom-
pany on tho first of November, 875, aftor do-
ducting all roceipts from both the construction
and ropair funds, was over ono snd & ha!f mil-
Hons of dollars, .

Wao have built 5,817,660 cuble yards of lovees in
all, and the swount charged to the Btate for
construction and ropairs is 83,206,047, 1t is sald
that the Loves Compnuy is making largo profits
on its contract.  If so, how s it that stock, the
faens valuo of which is fiftesn dollars ($16) por
share—(on which no eash dividends huve svor
boon paid)—is now selling at prices varying
from only two dollars to three dollurs por
share?

The facts wro that the entire amount received
from the Bluts, 8o fur—81,764,200—hag boon ox-
pended in loves construction. and disburse-
monts connected therewith, In addition to the
amounts recoived from the SBtate, we have ad-
vienood sand axponded out of our own moeans,
obtained from other sources, $780,000, or About
one-third of the ¢ost of the lovees built up to this
timo; for which wo have rocelved littlo olso than
abuse, coming from anonymons writers to the
publie, and which abuse was dictated, In some
cuses, by thoso whoso vonality had besn dissp-
pointed by our refussl to submit to the sxactions
of " bluekmuil,” nnd, in other eases, emanating
from the vindictive feclings of discharged em-
ployoes,

How many business men in Now Orleans, or
anywhers ¢lse, would be willing to contruct to
build lovees for the State of Louisionns at fifty
cents per cubic yard, and wait a year or mors to
bo relmbursed, without interest, after puying an
uverago of thirty-flve cents per cuble yard in
cash, or its equivalont, to sub-contractors, inter-
wst on ull loans, und other incidental exponses in
addition? They would find the actual cost por
enbie yard for levoes at least forty conts—all ox-
penees (ncluded,

Our Company has complied with and kopt its
contract obligations faithiully from first to lust,
but the State from the very first has been and is
still in default,. The sbsurd impression pro-
vails, evon with those who should know better,
that, for some unexplained reason, the Levee
Company should build all the levees needed in
Louisiana of its own volition without ordors and
without commpensation. For the amount of the
balanee due us wo have rondered a full epuiva-
lent in work done, and yet we are denounced as
secking to rob the State for asking to be paid in
deprociated Stato bonds the amount due us in
cash us por contract.

Large sums, in bonds and warrants, issued
for no eonsideration whatever, as far as the pub-
lic are informed, and even tainted with fraud
from their first inception, have been fundad,
but our just claim Is sought to be repudiated,
and wg ourselves held up for public execration
for presuming o usk to be pald in.bonds, In-
stoad of eash, for what is due us. By act No, 4 of
1471, it was proyided that the “State of Louisi-
ana contracts and agress with the Loulsiana
Loves Company in terms as follows:” “That
the Auditor of Publie Accounts shall be required
to pay the Louisiana Lovee Company at the rate
of fifty cents per cuhie yard for all levees con-
structed by said company after the first day of
October, 1573, and for “all levees eonstructed by
said eompany before the first day of October,
1873, . . atthe rate of sixty cents per
cubie yard, as the existing contracts and laws
provide.” We sesk hut to obtain from the State
the fulflilment of its contract stipulations,

It is said that the Levee Company has not the

means to maintain the levee system, and there- |

fore that its contract should be broken. The
truth is, that if the State were iu a condition to
pay casly for all work done, our company could
build any number of millions of yards anuually
for less than the present coptract price. It is
the State, and not our company, that Is without

the means to maintain the levee system. Our | g

ecompany is anxious that the United States
should assume charge of leves construction and
maintenance throughout the whole length of
the Mississippi river, and is willing to yield all
of its rights aud privileges, so far as necessary

to securs that end, to the Genersl Government, | KL

if required to do sq.

We entirely approve of the clause in the levea
bill of the last Congress, which reads as fol-
lows:

“That tho Secretary of War shall, after public
advertisement, under the suparvision of the said
Chief of Engineers, letall work to be done by
yirtuo of this w-t and under this »ppmprlut:::i

— — = —
dont, was much bevond the Btate's ability
promptly to pay for,

Wo have in all rorpocts Taithfully complisdg
with the torms of our content, nnd performed
much more than of right we could or should
have been roguirod to do as such contractor,
wnd wo claim that in no particalar have we de.
gorvedly forfeited the confldonce nnd esteam of
the publie, It hae hecome the fashlon to abuge
the Lovee Compnny : to vilify, misrepresent and
slander it without right, eause or renson, popy-
Inr clamor and prejudios aoems to demand it,
but, so far as we know, every investigation of
its affairs has falled to justify or furnish any
grounds for such abugse,

Cortuin it is that, until the General Govern.
ment comes to the reliel of Louisiana, no othep
method so economical to the taxpayer for see
enring even the partinl protection which nlopg
the Biale can provide for, cim be dovised, [ thy
publie think othorwise, wo nre willing to with.
draw ne soon as the indebiodness of the Btate 1y
us for work done bs Heouddated,

1 would now respoctfully enll public attontioy
to the following resolution, nnnnimonsly ndofted
by the Bonrd of Divectors at thelr  regular
monthly meetiug, hold Novembor 9, 1476, as an
oxprossion of the views and prurposes of this
Compnny:

“Whoeroas, tho Louisinnn Leves Company iy
unable to build all the loeves of the Btate out of
the taxes assossod and collected for that purpose,
more particalarly us Inrge amonnts have been
deducted from sald collection, to meet the eur.
ront wnnts of the Stade, and as commissions to
asgossors nnd tax collectors, under a construe.
tion of the law decmed by us erroneous, and
aven in diroct conflict with the aet incorporating
this Compuny, snd

“Wherens, 1t is the desire of this Board that
the United Btates Government shall take ontirg
ehurgo and control of all the levees of the State,
he it thereforo

* Resotved, That this Bonrd will use all ity in-
fluenes to induco the General Government o
awsume control of all the leveos of the State of
Louisinna, and in caso such nction bo taken by
Congress, the Louisiana Leves Company will
surrender all the rights, ttles and franchises
conforrod upon it by the act incorpornting said
Compuny, providod that the Btate of Loulsians
makes a Just and oquitable settloment of the
sume due said Company nt that date for ropairs
upon und construction of loveos ng por contraet,”

JOHN HENDERSON,

Prosident Lonisiann Leveo Company,

Notk. ~In as much ws our attention has beon
ealled to the fact that an impression esists inthe
whnds of many that the series of bonds known
as ' Leves " and T Hpecinl Leves ™ bonds wero lg.
wpued to this Company, wo beg lonve o add, I
addition W what Is stated above, that no bonds,
of any deseription, hnve ever boon issued to op
in favor of the Louisiuna Levee Company,

Nolther hus any portlon of the proeoeds of
such bonds innred o the benelit of or boon paid
to the Leves Compnny,

The taxes annually leyied and collectod for
the " Loveo” and “Spocinl Loves” tux funds, nre
used to pay interest on bonds issued anterior to
the existence of the Loveo Company, for lovees
vonstructed under the old Boards of Lovee Come
misgioners, and the present Leves Company has
nothing to do with the disharsement of said
funds, The interest alone on sald bonds has
about egquallod the present assessmont of thres
mills for the annunl construction aud repuirs of
Joveos under the contenct with the Leyves Come
pany.

The fipst cost of Tovees, paid for in bonds undog
the old system, was much bighor than the price
paid to our Company, whilo the annunl intorest
on the old bonds hes been s much ay is now
pudd to the Company for Leveo work done,

For instanco, the State Treasurer, in his roe
ports for 1872 nnd 1873, glves the amount of the
annual assessment to pay interest on honds s«
sued for loves purposes anterior to the oxiste
wneo of the Loves Compuny, al $667,640 por an«
num, an amount far in oxcess of the three mill
tax annually received by the Company. 42t

Carpet and Curtain
WAREHOUHE,

Wholesale and Retail, vt Chartires Streel,
CARPETING, Axminstor, Velvet, Brussels, ote,
FIOOR OLL CLOTH, English und American,
MATTING, White, Chock nnd Faney,

DOW BHADES, Table aund Piano Covers,
CURTAIN and Furniturs Matorials,
BltU(}A’l"lf.l,M'Z. Cotolines, Keps and Blip Cove

ors, ole,
BURLAPK, by the bale, ploce or yard,
dozs 1wan Al BROUSSEAU & SON,

Christmas Presents.
M. McAULEY,

gloeeeoeeoc oo Canal Btreot PP

HATS und BONNETS of the Latest and Most
Fashionable 8tyles,

Noyelties in CRAVATS, RUCHINGS, LINEN
COLLARS, Ete,, ot prices to suit the emergency
ol the thmes, degs sup

M'ME. OLYMPE,

Hboooovvvoonno o JCANAL BTREET........cocn.

Rospoctially bogs the ludies to call and inspect
herstock of

Winter Goods.

INDIA CASHMERE,
PUNJAUB KABOULINT,
MATELASSE REAL SEAL SKIN HATS,
MUFFS and TRIMMINGS,
LEADY MADE SUITS, BONNETS, Ete.
Also, spocially imported for the holidays, this
year, & groat varioty of the latest

Parisian Novelties,

Rich Forns, painted by the hest Artists; Wood *

and Ivory Fans, Visiting Watehes, Velvet and
Bilk Bags, Gold and Silver Jowelry, Saphire and
Topnz Bets, Bolts, Bashes, ete,, ele,

Expected por steamor Mississippi next week—

A LARGE INVOIUE OF THE
NEWEST SILK, VELVET and BROCADE PAT«
TERNS, CASHMERE SULTS, SILK COS-
TUMES, SAXON GLOVES, LIN-
GERIE, LACES, Ete,, Ete,
dn22 23 26 24 30

Notice to Gas Fitters and
Builders.
Orrice New Orrans Gas Lioat CoMPANY, z
Corner Baronue and Common streets,
All Gas Fitters and Builders doing business
within the area supplied by this company are
hereby notified that the revised rules and regula-
tions relating to gas tting will be enforeed from
and after Junuary 3, 1876, and that gas will not
be supplied o buildings Atted up after that date
by any except properly qualified porsons, hold-
Ing a cortifleate from the company.
Coples of the rules may be obtained upon ape
plication at this office,
THEOBALD FORSTALL,
General Superintendent,
di1o 12t 2p

Decembor 7, 1875,

A QUESTION -()I" IMPORTANCE
BEYORE BUYING HOLIDAY PRESENTS:

Have You Got a Piano or
Organ in Your House?

Your fymily wants one, and the investment
will pawyou by making your home pleasant and
our childron happier. Do not put off purchas-
Y until they get too old to learn, or marry o
l:nlfl leave you. NOW is the proper time, and
you should eall s5on on the old reliable firm of

LOUIS GRUNEWALD,
solact a first class instrument from his Mam-
‘l‘lﬂ:{l'l”h!;cl?nlrav‘- li?"}"'l‘g F nululrmsr:-r"'l.\ HE
WORLD, such as STEINWAY, ENABE, PLEY-
oL, WESTEMAYER, HAINES, or the celobrated
ORGANS of MASON & HAMLIN, TRAYSER
(Stuttgart), CHRISTOPHER (Puaris) MUSIC
BOXES, BRASS INSTRUMENTS, ATRINGS
(hest uunlih'|l. SI{HE‘I" ‘“I(‘H": in cudless va®
] watly (o8 riees,
iy ﬁ'“ﬁo’.\"irf?&‘ PAYMENTS on Plancs and
Organs, if 5o desired.
w8 TLOUTS GRUNEWALD,
GRUSEWALD HALL,
14, 16, 1%, 20 and 22 Baronne streot,

Noar Canal.

d1e 1w

to the lowest responsible bidder or bidds
tu no event shall the sum herein appropriated,
or any part thercof, be spulied % the paymeut
of debts incurred by the Yevee nuthorities,
or 1o any other work thany sucli as may be cop-
tracted for and coustructed: under the sapes-
vision of said Chief of Enginoors.” i
‘We have no interests which sre sutagonistic to
those of our fellow citizans of Louisiuns in this
orany other respect. Wo cluim that we huvy
conferred a great Lenetit upon the public by
maintainiug the levees of Louisisuu, 60 fur as it
was possible with tho mesns svailable to wain-
tain them, and so far as the State, the proprietor,
has required them to be built and maintained

H. P. BUCKLEY,
8....... Camp street .........coooen
HAS FOR SBALE AT LOWEST PRICES,
WALTHAM STEM-WINDERS,
—ALSU—~
Other Americay, English sud Swiss WATCHES
in all styles, fur Ladics and Gentlemen.

J nand a full assortment of SILVER«
Yind JEWELRY. o

Al
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