
`p a dse wtide, of id a i ani'fr rn

ibe^'+ouia city the other day.
-hter the fre was well started

4t seemed to be one.great sheet of
lame extending over the entire
burned area.. Streets were no bar-
rfer to the fire. Houses disappear-
ed in .an instant when approached
by the flames. It is impossible
to describe the speed with which
property worth millions of dollars
was swallowed up in that sea of
Are. Men and women took refuge
in parts of the city which seemed
to be perfectly safe and in a few
minutes were compelled to run
to save their lives. The rapidity
with which the flames spread
cannot be described. Fifteen hun-
dred people who could find no
place of safety escaped on the fer-
ry. Many of these would have
been burned if the rivermen had
not come to their rescue."

Couldn't Hide His Ears.
Jerome C. Knowlton, professor

of law in the University of Mich-
igan, has a vast fund of good sto-
ries and tells them to perfection.
One is of the time when United
'States Senator Quarels, of Wis-

onsin, was a student. One morn-
ing Quarels went to his class ind
chemistry without having studie
his lesson. The chemistry prof.
ear asked the students to recite in
the order in which they were
seated, and Quarels hid behind a
youth of massive frame. But the
professor knew he was there, and
when it came his time to recite
the old gentleman called out in a
shrill tone: "Quarels, your ears
are too long to hide there."

Butler and Sunset Cox.
Among instances of crushing'

rejoinders, which were equivolcnt
to ignoring silence. recalls some-
one familiar with \Wta.shington in
the earlier days, was that of Ben
Butler to "Sunset" Cox's effort
to interrrupt him in the course of
debate with the bigger men of the
opposition. Butler waved him
aside with an impatient gesture
and a contemptuous "Shoo, fly--
don't bother me!" and went on
with his argument. The words
were from a popular negro melo-
dy which everybody sang in those
days. Cox never got over their
sting.

The Boss Buncoer Now a Vag.
Ike Vail, who. according to his

own confession, has buncoed men
and women out of more than
$7oo,ooo in the course of a long
criminal career, is now more than
To years old, well dressed, and the
'image of a prosperous broker or
professional man. Being arrestetd
in Boston the other day' and de,
spite his attempt to cut his own
throat he was sent to the poor
farm as a vagrant, the charge of
buncoing immigrants not having
been sustained.

Yanke. Push In Honolulu.

James Pinnock, tKa English ex-
poser and traveler, whoi is visiting
Ionetulu. says: When one re-
anemes that it is only sorme three
years sinue the courntry was taken
over by the United States, the great

trida that have beei made in so
hort a time are simply marvelous.

The nrmber of banks, merchants'

eces, public schools and colleges
give me, as an Englishman, a most

exalted idea of what Americans can
do when they 'mean it" ind put
minds, money and bends to it with

Loved His Old Master.
Southern papers are pointing to

an incident at the burial of Wade
Hampton as proof of the strong
Lffection which oftentimes existed
Ibetween master and slave in the,
old days. The "funeral car" was

4riven by a negro 85 years old,
who was born on the Hampton

lantation, played with the gener,
al whee they were both children
was his body servant for many

esars and Mtill lives qa the Hamp-p-s. .r -negihraam
urate iea f ha ,lneicn fc*

j RAei"WadRitEuqy or lim.
.1 A man, who not long ago made

more ' than 4•xpoo,ooo in a steel

deal, was telling a group of
th'iemds'i rk hotertthe.
therkday,• •t••nce in Parish

t:tsummer, "a nd of mine,
said he,"who was a learned states-
man from Washington, left the,
.hotel where we were staying,
and sallied forth in search of ad.
venture. As he walked along the
Rue de Rivoli it occurred to him
that he much desired a copy of a
certain American weekly. Notic-
;ing a kiosk on the next corner, he
approached the proprietor. Nat-
urally he supposed the man was a
'Frenchman, and racked his memn-
ory for enough French to make
know his wants. But, sad to say,
all he could think of were a few
commonly used phrases. He tried
one or two German expressions,
but the man, in French, evidently
explained that he could not under-
stand. A couple of Italian expres-
sions and a little stray Russian al-
so failed. All this time the man
had listened patiently. Finally
my friend gave it up. remarking
in disgust to himself, 'Oh, rats!'
The newspaper man's face bright-
ened immediately as he said in
English: 'Say, mister, what the
'duce do von want. anyway?' The
confusion of my dignified friend
was intense as he listened to the
remarks of the man, who used to
sell papers on New York% Bow-
ery."

Dickens' Apology.
Mrs. Alice Mevnell talked to

the Contemporary Club in Lon-
don a week ago, on Dickens. and
told how years after the "Pick-
wick Papers" he met an attractive
young woman named XVeller,
'who upbraided him for having
"'brought her name into disrepute"
-a rather odd remark. by the
way. But the next day she got
,from MIr. Dickens these verses:
I put 'n a book once. by hook or

by crook.
The whole race, as I thought.

of a feller.
~'ho happily pleased the town's

taste, much diseased.
And the name of this person

was Weller.
But I found to my cost that one

WVeller I'd lost :
Cruel destiny so to arrange it:

I love her dear name. which has
won me some fame.

But great heavens' how ,gladly
I'd change it.

Preference for Carbolic Acid.
I"Have you ever noticed how

many suicides use carbot(lic acid ?"
asked a druggist the other day.
''WVithout having any actual data
on the subject, I should ayv that
fully one-third, perhaps a half. use
that means of exit. It it some-
thing I could never understand,
because there are so many more
comfortable wvays of doing it.

There could not porssilyl bhe a
more agonizing death that carbol,
ic acid produces. The corrosiv\
fluids burn the mouth, tongue and
throat, then passes into the stom-
ach and must feel like so much
hot lead. It doesn't last long
though, but until dleath comes
the victim must suffer unknown
agony."

The Auther at Home.
"No," said the author's wife. of

whom Frank Stanton tells, it's
hard to undesrtand these men of
genius. There's my husband, for
instance." ",Why- anything
wrong with him this morning?"
"I should say so! Do you know,
I merely asked him to take down
the stovepipe, and take up the
parlor carpet and hang the new
curtains on the bay window and
stain the dining room floor and
move the piano to the east corner
-and he flew into a rage and act-
ed as if he had lost all the mind
he thinks he's got."

Swell Deadbeats.
A woman examined in a New

York bankruptcy court last week
said she had failed in her livery
business Because, while in a fash-
.ionable (or, as she said, "swell,")
neighborhood, her patrons didn't
pay her. She said she lost
$75s,ooo.

Long •uPinshed efor No :Crime.
An ignorant Algerian, named

Ameer ben All, `but known to the
New York -city police as "Fren-
chy," who;,was aonvictetd of kill-
ing a wretihedcieattre kti wn as
"Old Shakeppeare," otherwise
Caroline Brown, has just.been re-
leased from the New York hos-
pital for insane convicts as inno-
cent of a murder for which he had
been confined eleven years. The
murder was one of awful atrocity,
with mutilations like those com-
mitted in London by "Jack the
Ripper," and it seemed to the po-
lice necessary to scare the crim-
inal class, so this waif of the
streets became the victim of cir-
cumstantial evidence. That there
was some doubt, either of his
guilt or responsibility, was shown
by his committal as an insane per-
son. It has recently been reveal-
ed by a New Jersey stablekeeper
that in all prohability the murder
was committed byv a man thes in
his employ. and the facts he has
,stated are convincing. I-e knew
'them at the time of the trial, con-
viction and sentence of "Fren-
chy," but kept still because he
was afraid that this man, who had
left him, would hank his revenge
if he told the story.

Telephone Troubles.
Lawyers will hardly find wire-

less telegraphy as p)roductive of
fees as was the telephone, litiga-
tion over which put millions intc
their pockets. Professor Bell
had a strenuous time, recalls Vic-
tor Smith. He took the first work-
ing model of his instrument to
John A Logan and offered "Black
Jack" a half interest for $2.oo.
saying that it woun l do away with
the telegraph and that there
would be millions in it. Logan
replied: "1 dare say your machine
works perfectly. but who would
want to tail through such a thing
as that, anyway? I advise yot1 to
save your money, youing itan.".

Bell then offered a tenth interest
to an examiner in the patenit of-
fice for $xoo in cash. It was re-
fused. That tenth interest was
worth Si.ooo.ooo in tifteen years.
The giant intellec•- that refused it
is still examining patents.

Lillie Lucinda's Dream.
A Philadelphia tywoman fiound

the following letter in the room
of her young negro servant after
he had been (ismissed : "l)cear dlr.
(;oing'. Esteemctd Friend :-
Last night I dreamed that -otu
and mre was walking in a garden
full of beautiful tlo\\t rs. lilies and
roses and pines s. but you wa- the
hbeautifulest of all. Mr. Goings. I
would risk my life crossing the

ocean on a spider veb to kiss \ our
sweet sugar lips. Mr. ( oing<. Let

me give \ ou a hint of myt 1,•\.
Please send rme a bottlte of co-
logne. From our lovingest.

LILLI 1F IA'INI ).
--- --

Titled Typewriters.
The typewriter seems to have

niadle more progress \vit i
European royalties than with
European statesmen :neither Lord
Salisbury nor Mr. Balfour ap-
proves of it, and even Mr. Cham-
berlain seldom uses it. On the
other hand the czar and czarina
are experts in its use. the kaiser is
its advocate and the King of the
Belgians and the sultan use it ex-
tensively for their personal cor-
respondence.

Was Edwin Booth's Brother.
Joseph Adrian Booth,brother of

Jtunius Brutus and Edwin Booth,
and half brother of John W\'ilkes
Booth, has died in New York.
leaving a property of $35.0o0 in
that city. and more in New Jersey
-a large part of it to his niece,
Adrienne, daughter of Asia Booth
Clark, of Brighton. England, who
is his executor. and the remaindtler
to his wife who lives in New
York city.

In History's Behalf.
General John C. Black, of Chi-

cago, accompanied by eighteen
citizens appointed by Governor
Yates, have arrived at Vicksburg,
Mliss., where they will mark the
positions of the Illinois commands
during the forty-five days' siege
in r861.

Afraid of "Ould aHtohet Face."
-A prominent member of the:

New York bar, in an aftetrnoon
dinner speech a few evenings
ago+ s+dd '<story stht tern

st and no. alwa mi
spoked yurist.the lat 1,ecorder
Smyth: .- A young .man came be-
fore him upon a :grave charge, and
was accompanied by a-lawyer in
whose .judgment the lawyer haG
little confidence. The moment the
accused was called upon to pleao
:he jumped up hastily and said
"Guilty, your honor." The record-
er knew he had a fair defense, and
.calling him close to the bar, said
to him in a friendly manner. "Now
tell me who told you to plead guil-
ty." "Me lawyer, your honor.'
"Why did he tell you that ?" "Be-
:ause, he said if me case ever came
up before that 'ould hatchet face.
with the big nose. I'd be sent uF
for life, sure, and the best thing
I could do was to fall on the mer-
cy of the court." Judge Smyth en-
tered a plea of "Not guilty," or-
dered the 'case to be heard, and at
its conclusion the young man was
discharged.

Willing to Double the Reduction.
A Hanna story that the senate

is said to enjoy is the colloquy be-
tween Hanna and Senator Scott.
of WVest Virginia, whom Hanna
calls "Scottie." "Hanna." said
Scott, "I am amazed at you. You
are getting to be a regular free
.trader, and you a candidate for
ipresident at that!" "\Why am I a
free trader ?" asked H1anna. "Be-
cause you advocate a 25 per cent.
reduction in .the Cuban tariff." re-
;plied Scott. "Does that make me
a freee trader?" "Yes. it does."
"And I can't win the presidential
nomination on that platform?"
"Not in a thousand years." "Then
I'll tell \ou confidentially. Scott.
what I'll do if you'll promise nev-
er to breathe it." "1'll advocate
a 50o per cent reduction."

Congressional Baseball Fans.
The baseball contingent in con-

gress is quite large. Represcenta-
tive \Xilliam Alden Smith, who is
a crank on baseball, says that
there are at least a hundred memi-
bers who would rather see a base-
ball game than eat dinner. Cer-
tain it is that on the opening day
of the season in \Vashington fif-
.ty representatives, headed by
Speaker Henderson and Chairman
Pat-ne were in the grand stand.
On the senate side. ( ulbecrson, of
Texas, and l)ieth, of Nebraska.
are just a. wild over the game as
Senator Kittredge. and that is un-
derstood to be saying a great
deal.

Ping-Peng in the Study.
.-A mlemuber of a New York

church, famou. for it n m',dern
ideas, called at tthe residence of
his pastor the other evening. The
maid who took his card returned
in a few rmintutec, and .aid: "r.

Blank is very .orry and would
you call again, liHe is very- busy
with one of his vestrvmen.'" The
caller took his hat and went out.
As he passed the dooor of the
minister's study at one side of the
hall he heard a familiar sound
from within---and all that he

could make out of that sound was
a semi-metallic uttteranee of the
two words: "'Ping-pong."

Can Help Helen Keller.
People who have heard of H-lelen

Keller, the girl who has done so
much, although deaf. dtumb and
blind from infancy. and who have
a desire to do something in her be-
half. now hav-e the opl>ortunity.
She has written a story of her :
which is soon to appear in book
form. and if everyone who has sym-
pathized with her purchases a copy
she will be placed beyond the
chance of want for the rest of her
days.

Reoognizes the Situation.
Several army officers were talk-

ing to General Miles one day re-
garding newspaper reports of his
involuntary retirement. One of
them said: "I am afraid, General,
that they mean to behed you."
"Beheading a figurehead would
be a painless operation," said the
seLerar.

One Widewaiik PhIladiilphle.
A Philadelphia business s-nam,,

who is a prominent member of the
Union League, while in New York•
fedint••'ptht '•ni` t in a Tutkk
ish estubini jt, relates the
.'rd. : After haying been ma-~

nipulated be was conductetd to at
couch adjoining that on which ai
fat .man, who .appeared to be
asleep. Presently the fat man
woke up, loudly demanding a pinti
bottle of champagne and went to'
sleep again. When the attendant;
yapeared with the wine, the Phil-
adelphian seeing that his neigh-
bor was asleep, claimed the bottle
and emptied it. Aftetr awhile the
fat man woke up again and ex-
claimed: "Where's that pint bot-.
tle of champagne I ordered ? tere !
bring me a pint of wine!" The
second bottle was bropght by an-
other attendant, and when it ar-
rived the fat man was snoring lus-
tily. Theh Philadelphia man re--
peated the trick, and was just
about dozing off when he was
aroused by the fat man making a
row because he could not get
proper atttention, while the at-
tendants were trying to explain
that two bottles had been served.
"Pardon me," broke in the Phila-
delphian, "but if you are talking
about some champagne, I drank;
it." "The devil you did !" roared,
the fat man. "WVhat business had
you to drink it?" "Oh, I'm very
well known in New York," was:
the reply, "and I thought some
friend had sent it to me." "Where
are you from, anyhow ?" demand-
ed the fat man. "From Philadel-
>hia,"answered the culpria. "Vell,
I've always heard that Philadel-
phia was slow," said the New
Yorker grimly. "but 1 must say
there's nothing slow about you. I
like your nerve, and I'm going to,
order a quart this time and ask
you to help me drink it."

They Sat on the Floor and Waited
Forty pretty young women from,

Roanoke college had an appoint-
ment to meet and shake hands
with President Roosevelt at 9:45
o'clock the other morning. They
were in the East room ahead of
time. Public business took such
a turn that the President could
not come down at 9:45. There are
very few chairs in the East room.
and the forty pretty young women
stood up. In half an hour thevy
w'ere very tired. Then one of:
them sat down like a urk on the
carpet. In half a minute the whole
forty were seated in a bunch in the
middle of the big room. They
sat there until 11:30 when the

door burst open and the presi-
dent bounded in. T'he forty pret-
ty yvoung women scrambled to
their feet while the president
laughed at their confusion. lie
shook hands with all of them.
made a genoral apology for his
tardiness and escaped in less than
two minutes. The forty pretty
young women said the wait was
worth while.

Indian's Keen Sense of Humor.
"'The keenest sense of humor I

ever discovered I found in the
American Indian." said Emma C.
Cickles to a Chicago interviewer.
She has just been awarded a med-
al by the Society Le Savateur, of
France, for "exceptional bravery
in checking the Indian war of
1890." "I attribute mn success in
controlling the Indians to the
fact that I appealed to their sense
of humor. When I was threaten-
ed with death at the time of the
Indian outbreak in the Bad Lands

my knowledge of the Indians' pos-
sessilig this characteristic served
me in good stead," she added.

A Family Baseball Team.
The nine WVirtz brothers, of

Forest Grove. Ore.. have formed
themselves into a baseball team,
and stand ready to cross bats with
any family nine in the world. The
boys, all stalwart and athletic, are
sons of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Wirtz,
who lived near Waukesha, Wis.,
from 1848 to 1878, conducting a
tavern. The family moved to
Forest Grove, where Mr. Wirtz
died ten years ago. The young
men are all sound Democrats,
like their late father.

sidered sit ihe 'convention:.,'iLe-
National Association :.f 'hrit

4ien, in m: osi .'e•••l~ et oi•• ,.
-is wheth&r reoqipts -:n ackn.•-y
ellgsment ofT cheeks or bank drafts
are necessary. There i; a move- -.
.aent to abolish this custom, tand
it is receiving considerable sup-
port. In Denver, Colorado, all
the wholesale grocers have
adopted this plan and it is work-
ing with success, to the saving of
much labor and postage. A cor-
respondent of Secretary Prender-
gast in Denver, writes him as fol-
lows on this subject: "We will
all concede, I believe, that it is a
great annoyance and considera-
ble expense, for us to asknowl-
edge remittances from our cus-
tomers, and when a remittance is
made by check or bank draft it
certainly would appear as though
it were useless. We question if
many of them are checked up,
and if they are not, there certainly
is but little use of continuing this
annoying practice."

His Joke on His Legatees.
A rich man recently died in

Germany, leaving a will quite out
of the ordinary. The last testa-
ment itself was opened immedi-
ately when it was found that a
codicil was to be read after the
funeral. The will said, "every
member of my family who shall
abstain from attending my funer-
al is to receive 300 marks," and as
a result his funeral was attended
by his housekeeper, a distant
cousin. On the codicil being op-
ened it was founo that the resi-
due of his fortune was to be di-
vided among those who, notwith-
standing the loss of the 300 marks.
attetnded his funeral. Hence the
housekeeper gets all.

The Wife Had Her Way.
When \\illiamni E. Chandler

was secretary of the navy he is-
sued an order that officers should
not permit their wives to reside
at the foreign stations to which
their husbands were attached. The
order was promptly rescinded up-
on receipt by the secretary of the
following front Commodore Fvffe,
in commnand c,f the Asiatic squad-
ron: "'It becomes my painful du-
ty to report that my wife. Eliza
Fyffe. has. in disobedience to my
orders, and in the face of regula-
tions of the dlepartment, taken up
her reidel.nce, on the station and
per.ist cntlv retfuses to leave."

A Prussian Murder.
I'rtsuia is becoming notoriou;

for extraordinlary murders. A rmati
named lteck at Ki•oigsberg killled
his wife. put the bdy m a box,
and kept it h1e him for eighteen
m:onths withrout beint detecteId.
lii- wifc's absence weas concealed

b,. his mnistress's going to Danzig
and beginning divorce proceed-
ings- against hinm in the name of
the murdered woman. The
bode was disco\vered( through tjie
cturit :'itv of his former landlord,
wi ii whom he had left the box
(,i moving from his anartmcents.
\'hen ie found the po'icz were
aftter him he shot hinse;f .

An Anarchist Running for Ofltoe.
For the first time in the parlia-

mentary history of Italy an avow-
ed anarchist, P'ietro Calcagno, is
a candidate for a seat in the cham-
ber of deputies. He lives on a
small island in the Mediterranean
and must not leave there without
government consent. Signor Cal-

cagno has been imprisoned sever-
al times because of his anarchistic
uttetrances. was released only a
short time ago on account of ill
health and has fled to this country
and to England more than once
to escape the police.

Youthful Depravity.
A remarkable instance of youth-

ful depravity is reported from Bing-
hamton. N. Y., where some boys
in the gallery of a theater unscrew-
ed a chandelier so that it crashed
into the orchestra. Fortunately, it
injured no one, but the boys con-
fessed that they had planned to
cause a panic, partl4y for the sake of
witnessing the spectacle and partly
for the loot they epected to secure
after it mas over.


