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ABSENT AND FRAUDULENT DEBTOR,
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ceud by attachment agai
abeconding, or fr
o long necount against Spain, contracted un-
der nggravated oireumstanees, and  safficient
time hus elupsed to show that she is utterly
indifferent alike to the obligations she hag in-
enrred and to the very offensive events of their
origin.  There is more in this subject than ap-
pears upon the surface.  Spain is Targely in.
[detted Lo one citizens.  Ter agents have eom-
[mitted many grave ontrages upon them; have
sacrficed their property, and, in nnmerous in-
stunces, when they have been areaigned by
Spanish tribunals, and on fiiml decision pro-
nounced innocent, they have heen eharged with
enormous court expences, and held in prison
In nine eases oot of ten

t Spminas an absent

tious, ilegal, and wnjustifiable acts on ey part

1y |They are nearly all founded on some elear vio-|
'll:niunﬁ of law,
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Between individanls such tres-
pissers are held to a closer weconnt, nid a
ore righl practice prevails in heinging them

Wikitewashing, woloring, beicklaying, and j”hhilmI__tujlu]gmlrut, We are not abont to contend

thit Spain shoulid be treated as an absent debt-

'oernment,
nndulent debtor. We have

 Luregard to Spain, we repeat, the obliza-
{tons due to our praple arse wholy from ille-

I

= guly wnjnst, wud tyrannical aets on the part
TAKING CUBA BY ATTACHMENT —SPAIN AN of her officials,

i It i3 not tao much to say that
[mnny of these acts, if not premeditated by the

' Mr, Davis, of .\li*.:i:*?ppi. proposes 1o pro- officials themselves, who knew they were lllas

wal, were direetly jnd aced by the Madrid gov-
The vice-regal governors have had
before them for a long sucesssion of years spe-
ciul instenetions from the Queen to be exceed-
ingly eantious in the exercise of authorty over
the subjects of Eugland and France. Those
instriiction eontained irritating and  offensive
referances to the eitizens of the United States,
jand enjoined particnlar vigilaince over thei
conduet and langnnge. Under such circumstan-
ces, and in the face of a pervading national
prejadice against our people, the wonder is
that our large commerce and intercourse with
[the island has been maintained at all, The
administration of Guha has thus been controll-
ed by fandamental instructions requiriug the
Cuaban officers to diseriminate agninst our cit
izensy nnd it is perfectly fair to infer that our
206 attach at once and directly to the
s own management.  We make these
{obscereations with the sole view of hringing be-
{fore Congress and the conntry the exnet na-
(ture of onr relations with Spain.  We lave
[sought redress and heen put off with infinite axe

{enscs from time to time. Rendy to commit

eri
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Hivy for the futiihing
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isfy our cluims; nor ure we prepared to main-
tuin that the evidence is snfficient that she is
coneenling her property with woview of deframnd.
ing hier ereditors, thongh, on the latter point,
we are satistied the case is by no mweans clear.
She has threatened more than onee to destroy
her effects,  She has not only neglected and
refused to pay uswhat is justly ours

{dertake to seize upon her estate she would de-

vastate and render them valneless in one linnds,
It is not ensy to see the distinetion between
removing or secreting property with a view to
defraund  ereditors, and destroying it with the
sume purpose.  The effect is the same upon
the parties who are seeking justice, and it is
wholly immaterial how the case hears upon
those who are doing all in their power to de-
leat i, Bat it may be sald that nations are

treated as respousible to the rales that govern
the latrer under the civil administration of a
States that with respect to them there is no
difference between o tortions aet by which
citizen or suhject of another shall suffer, wnd
a simple failure to meet an obligntion to puy

regn sopd 26, 1857,
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prneils &e, &e,, st received and for anbe gt 1
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work-|

mouey ar to do something ol We arve hy
noneans ready to endorse wny such doctrine,
Bvery transaction and every act of a nation

(shonld  be judged aceording to its character

If it he tortions the offender chonld be punish-
Led, s e to pay even exempliry daninges.
If they stamd ont or deluy beyond s reasona-
ble time for ndjnstment, the aggrieved party
mld  have his option to proceed direetly
ngainst the offewding party or his effiets

]

that it iz the duty of goversments to enforee
the obligations of their citizens or sobjects

il enses agninst other eovernents,  Lord

| Padmerston, we believe, aunonnesd this doe|

trine o few years ago, and propased, for the
henefit of Reitish subjects, to appy it 1o 8poing
Lt the Tntter subsequently made some wrran

meat with bis lordship which abvinted the ye |

vessily of ilg enforeement, or, at loast, affoped
el him an opportunity to recede from iz posi-
tion, Tt s very questionable, indeed, if the
smuller Stutes of the worid eould maintain
themselves under o rale 8o righd and effeetive
Eagland and France, with powerful navies aml
larze standing armies, wonld have ohvions nd-
vintages over all the wenker powers, espacinl-
Iy on this eontinent; and they might find very
plansible gronnds for intervention, ton, in onr
politieal affaivs, if it were onee fully esiahlisl
ed,  On the other hand, such a principle, i
adopted by the nutions, nod made applieable
anly to the futare, woulil indoee eivenmspee-
tian, eeonomy, nul perhaps integrity, by wil-
ening necountalility aml eonlargening practic: |
il remedies,  As the law now stands, individ-
nals who eontract with a foreign governmont,
tuke the whole respongibility of its good faith
and ability to meet it oblizationz,  Tudeed,
nearly all teansactions of the Kind are not on-
ly Lused upon the standing of the governmant,
bt pates nee fised with distinet reference to
their power awd disposition to pay  They are
simple business afiairs, the subjecta of investi-
gation into the permanence of the ohligators,
their menns and their honesty,  They are pure-
Iy voluntary.

" Obligntions incurred Ly an illegal, tortious,
and nppressive exercise of power over the pit-
izens and property of unother State, rest upan
a very different basis, There is nothing of the

it Tias |
it'el'lur!!ri ngnin and again that .f we shonld m-

milike individuals—thot they shoold not be | ®

We wonld not be understomd az elaiming |

irendy to doright.  They have again and again
violated their own laws to do our people injury;
bt they are never willing to prove their in-
| tegrity by disavowing the nets of their officiuls
tand satisfying the elaims of injured parties,
Tuey talk of the pride of their’ Kingdom, of
its pust glories and it present fame, and pro-
liim everywhere that the power and the ine
tegrity of the Crown demand of them that
they shull hold Guba, ot whatever cost. Means
while their creditors are starving, their trens-
ury is impavished, and their government q prey
| to contending factions and ambitious and mers
cenary politicians,

M. Davis proposes, under all the cirenms
(stances, that the federal gavernment shall noe
[tify Spain and demund pagment of certain in-
|tlchh.-r£m.-a~, and, in defuult thereof, that atach-
ment igsue with directions to our naval con-

I e the Island of Cuba,  In equity,
15 right  Spain has justly forfeited
all eliim to the fdrbearanee of the United
Stutvs,  The Island las heen povernod for
twenty years on fhe idea that Eogland and
France would not consent to its falling into
our hands. K hus been regarded perfectly
[safie 1o treat our people na burbarians and i
| rates; to arvest them, confiseate their praper=
iy, and, even whea pronounced innocent in
{eriminal prosecutions, to refuse not only to re-
[turn their estate, bat make them pay enor-
[10us eosts, The whole judicial system of Cu-
bu is in the hands or nioder the control of the
|Governor Gereral,  This is not the theory of
[the government, but it is its practice; so that

ol | i . 1
< Lall authority, wherever and hy wlomsoever ex-

Lepeised, 18 aunit,
| =
| THE LOSS OF THE BRIG SUSAN.
I

A gentleman of this city, savs the N O Pies
{amie, connected with the Niearagna expedi-
{tion, and ong of the officers of the party that
siledd on the hrig Snsan, arvived here this more
Foine from Mobile, and has kindly farnished us
with an seconnt of the shipwe ck of the Susan,
Capt, Manry in command, which vessel left
Mahile on the 4th December last, bound for
Omon, Honduras, and the loss of which we
published by telegreaph, in our Sunday mora-
Ling's edition

The Snzan went ashore on (Hover's Reef,
in the Bay of Honduras, on the morning of
the 161th Decewber, at 3 o'clock. The fore
and mainmast were imimedintely ent away and
[in etting awny the mizen topmost, Mr, Vane

| Black, scennd officer, fell, and was badly hart.

Capts Maury sent the yawl, with Mr. Carr,
first olficer, nud six men, to one of the Bay
uls for assistance,  This hoat was two doys
rowing to an island, doring thut time the peo-
plean the Susan were busy making o roft §
which, however, they were not called on to use,
as on the thivd day, Capt. Miller, a wrecker,
came off to the ship-wrecked vessel with his
schooner, and for three days was bosily engag-
ed lamding the erew and passengers of the Su-
san on Uhe island occupied by him,

All hands being safely landed, with sufficient
provisions; Capt. Maury started in the wreek-
ing schooner for Belize, Honduras, for the por-
pose of chartering gome vessel to carry his pos-
sengers to their port of destination.  He foand
the brig Kate, Capt. Goodspeed, in the har-
bor, awl sncceaded in making arrangoments
with her owners for the tramsportation; bat
Capt. Goodspeed positively Tefused going to

sl

natire of o contraet in them.  They involve
the eammission of wrongs to nersons and the
illegal snerifice of property; and reason and
Justice demand that the aggressor shall be pun-
ished ond compelled 10 make restitation or
priy aggravated damages, It is clearly the
dnty of every govornment to exercise its pow-

Cer i defence of its citizens, to nvenge their
©owrongs inoa proper ways and there is no sense

in receiving the plea of poverty on the part of
sueh offenders as o ground for staying execn-
tion,  All diplomatic excuses should be disear-
ded as o part of the machinery by which the
I euds of justice arn songht to he defeated,

sea, or huving anything to do with the vessel,
| or with Capt. Maury and bia men,

The Gavernor of Balize, Sir Fredrick Sey-
i monr, sent for Cupt. Maury, aud toid him that
Le conld not send him and his people to Niea-
ragus; but that her Britannic Majesty's steam-
|.xr Basilick would be at Belize that day, and
he would place her at the disposal of Captain
| Maury, to proceed to any port in the United
| States that he might name, which eourteons
'offer was promptly nceepted by Capt. Moaory,
The Governor and hiz Secretary came on tha
Basilisk to Miller's Key, on Christmas day,
[ and he personally made the samp offer to the




