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THE ECHO PRISONERS.

The Cirenit Codrt of the United Btates con
vened at eleven o'clock, Thursdny, when tales
Grand Jurors were in attendanee, and the full
number of twenty-three were gworn in.

His Monor Judge Wayne charged, them at
Tength, and more vl:p:-vmi]\.' upon the act of
May, 1820,making twelve o'clock,  The wit-
nesses in the Beho cates were ealled, nnd afrer
gome time spent in deliberation, two hills of
fndictment were fonnd, one against the sixteen
prizoners now in jail, and the other ngainst the
one gent o Africa on board of the Ningarn
This finding of the Grand Jury will raise the
question of availability m the law in a case ns
marked and decided as could well occar; and
that onr readers may have p clear coneep-
tion of the matter, we will give a brief state:
ment of the fucts of the case and the proceed-
inga,

The facts and cireumstances of the arrest
will be more fully geen from a hrief nhstenct of
the testimony of Lieut. Chas C. Carpenter,
which was taken before the Commissioner of

cmurrat

dence that a revival of the teafMe is desived, it !
discovers o determination on the part of the
Sonthern people to trent with becoming leniens
oy those those who choose to embark in it
It ghows that they abhor the spirit of pewdo
|=u|lin-|lhrn||) ot of whicl the laws oviginnted;
that by no aet of 4heirs will they endorse a
traflic a8 pireey” which finds its fanetion in |
the Code of Lows that hes emanated from a
higher authority than man, and whieh was not
only tolerated out vigorous.y progecited by
Chiritiasn people, e¥en our oW aieestors i,
the rest, until a Tote divy, whien the dogmas of
Fxeter Hall nnd the ll-m-luu_m ol Wilherforee
were salistitated as gaides for mankind

The Afriean glove teaffie onght never 1o
have heen treated in the United States, as o
question of morals or religion; bt of political
veonomy, to be regnlated aecording to the ne
cegsities of the conntry.

I the proceedings at C I|a|rhr~41m| we helight
a glimmering of the rehonnd which is ui\\u_u
coomer or later destined to follow exteeme
mensures, I the svstem of management wise
Iy ordered by the Dmpn-n-vr of human ovents, |
as snve s day follows night, the exeesses of
which vain man under the impnlses of hlind

the United States, upon the uestion of com-
mitment, IIr"'su\'a that he is the Third Lieo-

tenant of the United States hrig Dolphin, Capt

Maffit, which vessel, on the morning of the 215t
of Augnst, 1858, stoodl out from the port of
Bagna La Grande, and down along the eoast
towards Cardenas; that upon eoming out of
the port, they saw another vessel steering in
nealy the same eonrse until near three o'el ek,

when the Dolphin, keeping nway to run into
port, the other vesscl stoad off from the eoast,
The fact was reported to the Captain, who di-
rected chnge, nod when within o mile-andn-
half of her®he ovdered English eolors to le
hioisted amd Wlank earteages to be fired, that
she might show her colors.  Not doing sa,

shots were fired ncvoss her baw, when she hoist-
¢d Ameriean ealors,  The dolphin then hanled
down her English eolors and hoisted Ameriean,
and firing at the main-top-sail the fugitive ves.
sel hove to,  An armeil boal’s erew, Lienten

ant Bradforidl in command, went on hoard

The hold was fonnd ta be full of negroes; they
took possessiony sent all ot three of the per-
gons found, on hoard the Dolphing received
thenee o prize @ew, and sailing in the compa-
ny with the Dolplin for a time, in the diree-
tion of Koy West, they were ultimately order.
ed on to Charleston, and delivered the negroes
to the Marsbal of the Disteict,  On hoard the
vessel when eaptured, which had the name of
Lelio upon the stern, there were no papers nor
log hook to indieate hor charaeter.  The men
found on board, and who had been sent to the
Dolpliin, were snh:r‘q‘:r‘urfy Lironghit hack ; and
being relensed from eonfinement and sent for

ward to work, they worked cheerfully and well
for the balanee of the voyage.

It was mentionad a few days ginee, that the
prisoners were taken for trinl to Columbia, ot
which place ocenrred the first session of the
Distriel Conrt after arrest.  Then there wos|
a decided forling in opposition Ao the law:
and the Grand Jury, to whom hills were sub-
mitted, fail to find them A motion was then|
made for their dizchaves, which” was pressed
with great zeal, the argament npon which was
pulilished the in Merenry ahont a month ngo,
The motion waz snecessful, however, and the
prisaners were ordered back to Charleston for
trinl at the present term  The United Btates
will he reprezented hy James Conner, Tsq
District Attorney, and the prisoners by T, W
Spratt and R De Treville, Bsq., of Charleston, |
and Maxev Greog, Esq, of Columbia,—
Chovleston Merewry.

We have conied fram the Charleston Mer-
cury the forcgaing minnte detailz of judicin
proveeding in that city, heeaiise they relate to
a subijeet whichis deservedly attracting o large
ghare of public attention

A despatel received sinee the artiele was
put in type annowfees that the persons who
were indieted, ag above for violnting the laws
of the United 8tatez forhidding the slave trade,
Lave hieen acqnitted

In the langunge of Judxze Camphell, “the
act of Congress of May, 1820, denonnors ag
inll’{llr‘k those citizens of 1|||> Uuited States, of
a ship's company of a vessel engnged in the
slave trade, who chall land from snch a vessel
and foreibly seize, or decoy, or bring, or earry
away from any foreign shore, or any who for-
cibly detains or confines on such avessel any
negra or mulatte who is not a slave under the
laws of any of the States; or who attempts to
eell at sen as a glave such n person; or lands
him from the gea, or teansfers him 1o another
vessel to be landed and digposed of as aslave”
But, eavs the judge.  the laws of the United
States o not stop at providing punishment
ugainst the immediate agents and instraments”
of the trade. (We hmc chosen to omit the
eontse abuse and HI'||I=II‘G‘{F:I[*[1LPW of the learn-
od functionary.) “ Na citizen of the United
States, as owner, master, factor, ean build,
equip, fit, load, or atherwise prepare ang shm
or vessel, or engage one to sail from the Uni-
ted States for the purpose of engnging in this
trade; nor can any citizen of the U, States
tiake on Loard, receive, or transpot from any
of the consts of Afrif.n, or other foreign place
or eountry, any negro, mulatte, or person of
eolor, not an inhabitant nor ||P.|ll to lahor nn-
der the laws of any of the Brates, for the pur
pose of holding, selling, or (I|a|ma|ng of sueh a
serson s a slave.  The ships soemployed are
orfeited, and the persons concerned in any of
these acts are exposed to a fiue and Impllson
ment.

Under these ennctment the Echo prisoners
have been indicted, tried and found nat guilty.

We rejoico at this vesult, It establishes the
unavailability of the laws interdicting the Afvi-
can elave trade, go far ag their enforcement de-
pends upon the public sentiment of the South,
It shows what that sentiment ia, While the

it ereation no othwer ohj

vis gilty, pruvu]v* in due time, their|
proper remedy.  Not content with }-rnht!nl!nwl
the sluve trade for economicn] rensons, the
philantheopists of the past generstion were im- |

pelled by a strange delusgion 1o eluss it among
infamons erimes, and 1o brand as pirntes those, |
who, following the example of wiser md het- |
ter men, might think proper to engige in il

[t was not tao liave been supposed that the
people of the sliveholding Stites wonbl by si-|
lrrul. acquiescence seemingly consent lone to vie
dorse this stigma npon themselves; this arro
want eluim to o wisdom and goodaess ot
tunght by the Good Book itsells sl this erne
el reproach upon the mneory of their nneestors,
The conclusion is irvesistable that if itis o
heinons erime to parehase the Afvican from s
Teeathien waster in bis native countrs, it is ega |I-l
Iy wrong to parchuse from hisenlightened nins
ter i one of the States of the Union: wnl it |,
is radics t”} wrang to fmporet the bl k e far
slavery, it is equally wrong zo 1o ol himany-
where,  The prineiple ivalved B3 the saime i.'kl
each and the fngenuity of et can

not clange i,

W will venture torsay tnal the pesabe ol tae
Judicial provecdings in Churleston e preiise-
Iy what it wanlil have been in almost ann oth
er community in the South. Tie eaterprising
trader who raus the ganatler of the ocean po
Hew, need have no feoars o the sevious molesta-
tion after he sneceds o lunding biscargos
on the terrs fivavr of o Southern Stute, |

Under eivenmstances ot of s extraordine
ry nature, no wooil eitizen can look with favor
apon the munifest disvegard of liw by com-
wanities, and  their deliberate determmation |
not o enforee the ponishment preseribed for
its violution,  Bat the faets attending such
eases as the one muln-l‘ consitl ration, s peen-!
liar,  The law of self proteetion s eluims 10
t|.|.t' observauee of the Bouthern e e, Poras
mwount to all others.  They ennnot withont o |
willlal neglect of the obligations which they |
owe to themsel resien o the  dominant |
Novthern majority, theie blind, infataated, re
morseless Northern enembes, the regolation of
Labor gystem npon whiel rests the fonudations
of their socinl aud political orgunizations, 'l'lu
rides of demand and supply onelit to Le deter
mined by themselves.  Sarely 1I|a\ TR hu»
trasted to the control of a people wha hiny
formed o pawerful scetional party having 1'|.|'
oty o higher motive,

than the destenetion of the spsiein.  Asa ]u-u !
ple, therefore, who luve this capaeily to pe-|
ewive their interests wd the boldues 1o deed
e, thede path of duty is plion - Bat .||rll‘|

fewim this consideration—apapt leam the rellee-

tion st the laws probibaing the sbive ti':uli',
to dhe extent, at least, that it 18 st hged

us Upieney " —are founded o error —why shonlid

the people of the Southern Seates stckle aboot

the requivements of good il amd honer, with

the North in cheir conduen HHOT any queston

which involves thew well-being? "Wane rigin

have the 1‘ul|.!|'r}||i||;_; I|1:|jn|'ily in thatl section
to expect the South to mke saerifices?  Why |
should she bead her energivs to eofores the |
observiner of the lows profibiting the =Live
tradde, to satisly the demands of Northern [a

nativisny, when bows possad for bee protection

in pureninee of the constitntion, are coustant.
ly and presistently violuted? Wy shonld she
wake wopoint of careymg ont tho law woieh

would prevent her from sopplying from Alvica
the II"LL"\";L"(’M erimsd in e labor =yalui, |J_\'
the Northera robbers who steal her s
wnrder Ler eitizen when they go W recover
their property? The Constitution  expresly
provides for ihe pemlition of fuziti
But for that clunse in the compact, the Union

would never liwve heen Tormed, It was oo in-
dispensuble condition o its ereation. A }'u1.|
to the injury of the Southern Stutes, it is con-
tinglly violated by the Noeth,  Northers
comnunities hunt downo with blood-howad fero- |
city the southern man who secks the shive that
has been enticed away from him, 1l blood
is often the penalry of his teerity in yenturing
to claim the rights which the constitntion was
designed to seeure him  Northern Legislatures
enact lnws to nullify the }mlrili[ui'lun Novn-!
ern courts construe the laws so as nol ouly o
let erime go nuwhipt, hat connive at the pun-
der and murder of vitizens of the South,  Are
we i view of such fiets, expeeted to enliivicee
80 tender a regord far Northern sensitivinesg
to the African sluve trade, ns willfully to s
regatd the negent necessities of aur own gon-

dizion, and the demands of self preservation

which a wise and prodent people will Lieed wlhon |
wll others are treated with fndifferenee?  The
proceedings at Olmrleston have furnished wn
answer to this question;, and they are but the

iR

Vi,

i o Punluluanﬁ obtained upon u eredit, are

resuli {5 nat to he accepted as nndanhted evi-

 hraeches” of teast.

iy beother ond 1 bave written the Hans

'~u\ur1l as may be imagined, was

aven il

beginning of the cutl — memppz;m |

Jt‘nrn nf

e Din'st Berieve i —Prof, Jacob Grimm
relntes the following anecdote:

“Not long ngo s little girl, of about eight
years old, appurently belonging to u good fum-
Ih' rings at the door of D, Grimm, unil telly
e servant that ghe wishes to speak the Herr
I*rofessor ™

Thinking that the Tittle one had to deliver!|
a wmessagee, the gervant shows her into the stady |
of the Professor, who received Der Kindly, m i]
askod after her ovesd, The ehild llmi.'l nt
i with earnest eyes, anil saysr ¢ 1 it I!]lﬂll
who hust weitten iose qu- Marelen? (fairy
tales ) “Yes, my dear,” nngwered Dre Grimm,

Mavchen”  “Then thou hast ulso written the
tale of the elever little tailor, where it is said
ab the end, who will not helieve it must pay a
litedes thader?™  “Yes, I hove weitten that ton”

VWl then, Tdo not believe ity mid o T s

pose I hinve to pay a thaler; but s 1 have not |
o mueh money now, VIl give thee a groschen
on neconnt, and pay the rest by awd-bye”  The
not a litile
surprised and wmused . He inguived after the
name of his conseientions litthe veader, |1||1]
took eare that she reachied her home safely”
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