TALES BRIEFLY TOLD,

During the funeral of an unpopuln
man in & New Englaad village, »
siranger having asked of the sexton:
“Who's dead?" and What complaint?"
the sexton replled: “There s no com-
plaint; everybody Is satisfied.”

! "I meent to have told you of that
haole,” mald the kindly host to his
friend, who had suddenly disappeared
in the course of a stroll through the
grounds Into a pit full of water. The
friend eclimbed out and shook nimself
“It doesn't matter,” he sald, chesrily,
“I found ft."

I John G. Carlisle, who has a farm on
Long lsland, was discussing with his
foreman the advisabllity of putting on
& new man. “No,” gald the foreman,
“l wouldn't botber to take on Frank.
He wouldn't suit” *“Why not?"
“Well, becausa you couldn’t place no
dependence on his elickin’ to the job.
He's such a freclje-minded cuss he
never siays at any oae thing."

i It was a mew volustary and the or-
ganist had been going through it fer
the first time. After she had finlshed
the organ blower aaked her {f it had
Eone all right. With some rurprise
the young woman answered: “Oh, it
went very well, thank you. But why
do you ask?” “Well,” gald he, “I had
never blown to this piece before and I
was rather anxious sbout It."

i An Irishman traveling In Francs
was challenged by a Franchman to
fight a duel, to which he readily con-
sented, and suggested shillelahs as
weapons. “That won't do,” sald the
Frenchman's second, “As challenged
party you have the right to choose the
erms, but chivalry demands that yon
should decfde upon A weapon with
which Frenchmen are famllar,” “I3
that s0?" replled the Irlshman, coolly.
“Very well, we'll fight with guillo-
lines."

FOREIGN NOTES OF INTEREST.

Drazil's forelgn funded debt excoods
$220,000,000,

The cholera s now almost extinet In
Turkish territory.

Of the 1,400 earthquakes that oecur
every yenr In Japan, only 00 ere no
ticeable. .

For varlous misdemeanors, 64 school-
boys in Berlin weore condemned last
¥year to Imprisonment for from two to
ten months,

Statisiics show thal the birth rate
In the largest Oerman towns Is steadi-
1y decreasing, notably in Berlin, Char-
lottenburg, Hamburg and Crefold.

A Britlsh reglment recently landed
in Southampton after 20 years' service
in India, Only six men of the regi-
ment that salled from England re-
turned with it

Seventy men had a flshing competl-
tion at Dover, England, recently, under
the ausploes of the Sea Anglers’ assori-
ation. They fished five hours and tha
prize for the heaviest fish was taken
with a whiting, turning the scale at
six ounces.

Plekpockets and swindlers ave multl-
plylng In Madrid at a startling rate,
and they earry on operations In the
principal streets and gquares, under the
eyes of the poorly paid policemen,
many of whom are suspected of being
their accomplices,

8ix duels were fought as the remnlt
of the assault on Gen. Andre hy AL
Syveton, in the French chamber of
depnties. No harm was done, as (he
affalrs were practically bloodless. <The
duellst who was the worst hurt was
able to ride away from the feld eof
bonor on his bleyele,

Posslbly,

1 wonder what he ever saw about
her that attracted him?"

“Perhaps the $50,000 warth of dia-
monds and pearls with which her par-
enis had decorated her."—Chicago
Record-Herald,

CORN FIELDS
ARE GOLD FIELDS
to the farmer who under- f§
stands how to fced his
crops, Fertilizers for Corn
must contain at least 7

per cent, actual

Potash

Send for our books—they §
tell why Potash is as necessary
to plant life as sun and raln;

The Dat!_o_gf_ the Year.

Beede e gale of opening geot, -
Hiile looking of s prospects faie,
3 wish yon roery Hlessing, deac,

Thowe Doty Raunts me corymbier;
dly Reoel goos ol wilh theob of poin=
Beseching drey the henwens abooe

Bhat gou may cocry gloduess goin,
T0uh pucest jence ond swile of fooe!

ALY soect 08 coae IRt gieels (be Tune.
Js youe bearl's fove, F surcly fnom,
Nud [ike the springtide’s chylhmie cune
he worts thaf from gne prrscnice [fo
R dooper than the deopost gen—
AL Tugher thon the shy above=
Js Love my dacling folds for me,
Iukin the Fingdom of fer looe

shesde the poclals of the yeor, .
3 mih you plovilude of geoey,
HMay olf the world befriond you, deat,

Nud [ess the beauty of gour ﬁm; ‘
For Like a song of eoenfide, |
Life lender fones o cootng dore,
Sre you my soul s defight and pride,

@he quieen of ofl 2y Benet can fooel
L_caensysensyn:

New Year's Day in
Chipa Rev,

v
Fiederick Poole.
-

-

The Chinese boys and girls—especial-
1y the Loys—get lots of fun out aof (heir
yaarly “lestivals, and tke little urching
{ook forward to thelr hollday times with
a8 much glee &nd happiness as does
Young Amerlca to the Fourth of July, |
Drcoration day, Washington's Birthday,
Christmns and New Year's.

There 18 the Lantern Festival, when
all turn out to witness the brilliant dls- |
play, forthe whole country Is ablaze wilh
the light of thousands of paper lanterns
made in all sorts of fancy ehapes, Then
thero is the Moon Festival, when they
worship (he moon, and the little pig-
talled boy and his chubby, emall-footed
sigter look up atd see, not & man, but a
tead, in the moon; for there |s a-story
of a beaut!ful Chinese !ady who drank
gome medicine which would kcep her
free from death, apd then went to the
moon, where she was turned intoa tond,
end ever since the Chinese have scen A
"toad In the moon.” '

But perhaps the chlef reazon why the '
jittle folks in Ching look forward to tha
Mnon Festival Is bUecause they get all
they want of these little moon-shape:d
ealiez whiol are made anly for this oc-
cazion, They fre very pretilly deco-
rated, but ch! so awlully Indigestible |
that the next day the little fellows who
are sullering [rom gtomach eche are apt
to think that there was a toad in the
cake in=tead of the moun. |

The Chinese boyy and girls may never
have heard of George Washington ans.
the holiday w2 keep in memory of the
Father of his Country, but they Loow
all akout the wize and good Chinese ol- |
fizinl who lived aboul 4060 years befora
our first Christmas, and who was scolded
dand degraded by an ungrateful emperor,
so thot In =orrow and disgrace he
idrowned himsell. Well, his body wa'-'
never feand; and =0, tn keep his mem-
oy, the Chincge, once a year, cverines, !

|

have had a Dragon Boat Festival, and
the children go out in swarms to see tha
leng hioal processions on the rivers. and
to watch the offerings of rice and othar |
faods as they ara placed on Lhe walers
for the benefit of Lthe spirlt of the lost '
minlster ol state.

But the gront €ay of all daye for tho
children (o China is New Year's Day. 1|
think, il you were to ask a little Chi-
rese Loy what e meant by “New |
Year's," ke would say: “Nolseqand
plenty of i.” For weelsthe Chinese are |
preparing for this great eveat. Houses |
are cleaned, and Lthe shopkecper looks
ferward to 1t with great sati=faction, Le-
cause he knows that his cuntomers, i |
they Lave any self-respéct, will be sure
ta pay their debis belora the new yonr;
for it Is considered n great diegrace to
siart the new year In debt.

The Chkincso lnow no
Christmaz, beeange, you
Leautiful holiday belengs only t
Linn countries.

By the way, boys,

+ ahont
that
rig-

ssk yvour father

the shops are all closed for one or twi
weeks, for 1t Is unlucky to do busines
during the birth of the -ng year (excep
af tke back door—but don't say any
thing about this).

Then, too, we Americans could wall |
along the streets for once in the yem |

feeling sure (hat nobody wounld curs
us, or call us “forelgh devila," for It §
unlicky to use that bad word at such ¢
happy time. Dear me, how I wish that
New Year's would last 12 months!

But the Arst day hae come, and thelit:
tle Chineze children get ready lo enjod
It for all It s worth. They are dreesed
in their best aud gaudleat elothes, which
are only worn on (hls oreaslon. The
father has got from the pawn shop his
finest silk gowns, which that obliging
“relative” has (aken good care of during
the past 12 months, and, thus splendidly
attlred, the proud father and his 1tQ:
boys starf out cn a littie visiting trip
to his relatives and friends, to “Kung
Hi, Fah Teol,"—wish them a happy nev
yenr and many riches,

“What,” you say, “den’L the lttle girls
go. toa?"

No; they must stay at home, becauss
the Hitle girl Is not g0 Importact as her
brothier, and, besides;, she would have
difficalty in walking far In her tiny
“golden lily" shoes, which do nol meas:
ure more than three inches in **ngth.

But what a day it is for the lit*le boy!
He hes already got his frst . sent
when Banta Clans, that is to say, ‘he
hoy's father feama thing., you see. ' s 1in
this country ), gave him a 111l siring of
copper cash tied on a red ecord; for it In
unliucky to starl the New Year without
ROY meoencey In your poclket, and (hat is
spmething both you ard I agres with—
fsn'e JL2

But our litile Chinege boy conld never
earry homo al]l the money that Is given
to him, for It Is tha custom for every one
whom he visils 1o give him presents of
money, as well ar eandy and cakes. Of
course, the father takes charge of thia
—1 mean the money—and I have ofter
wondered If his 1Httls son ever sees hia
money presents again. 1 really thiok
that a Hitle Chinees boy must be a good
Investment for his father cn New Year'a
Day In Chinn,

But the visiting Is #foon over, and then
the little Chlnaman Is off, sometimes
with his sister, to see the slohty In the
etreels. They look at (he peep shows
and the Punch-and-Judy shows—which,
by the way, is a Chinese invention.. They
spin thelir tops and Ny their kites, until
the sound of gongs and drums tells them
thut tlere I8 a theatei ora juggilng show
romewhere near, and off they go, and
goon are Lo bes found in the front row,
clapping thelr bacds In ehildish glee
at thé funny entics of ths performers,
until the man comes round with tle hat,
and then fhere I8 & patter of emiall feat
a3 the younpsisrs scurey away, for the
Chinese boys Lave to usn fer the hat
—Itke gome other boys I know,

But twilight finds the tired Jittle follis
at home, for tLey are afrald to be out
at dark; aud little John Chinaman closcs
the day In éating sweetments, or In tak-
ing his turn at beatlng the unmuzical
gong, or In diving nmong the mass of
red paper in the courtyard, where the
fAreworks were lot off by his father and
hig brothers, in search for unexploded
single crackers, which he al once puts
Lo thelr properiiee, antll, tired out wiith
his day’s exereticng he 18 put 1o bed,
and s soon eound arleep, dreaming of
ealies and eamd;, copper cash, and
Punch-and-Judy shows, and “Cr-cr-er.
orack — bing — bang—¥aom! "~ Sunday
Schonl Times.

The Old and the New
Josephine l(y Goodale.

Years
THE O)LD YIEAR

The Ol Year, struggiing In Jeall’'s crum
1kroes,

Lies hoar and spnguished In the darkering

night,

Reluctanl sow!, ta take Eix final Night,
Within wand, with drege of morinl woes
Lell'ed, Yekald the cup full well ke knows

Ho pressod to lips of s:rong men o (hole

might,

Wka, vanquisked, fell In [Ife's relentienr

flght.
In Irony of fate, the weak'!ing rowe,
His promise unluitinlied of proud career.

Te deall e doomed the youth, ah, vrie!

fute!
Ard eparved tie old, who longed and
prared 1o dis
This s vy record, O (hou dying yvear!
\‘m'.v. b thy suppliant ory to Heaven! Teoe
e
In asbtes of repentance thon must Jle,

THE NEW YEAR,
Welcome, thrfce welcome, O thou biitke
New Year! v
Thou eorqest smbiing ffem the reey sky,
Thy form alight wi raco sand dignity
Within thy hatd a sen we peed not fop:
Ty tead whnt siali In s es of gold appear
Light In tky eved, to us o soreis
Of happler daye; and so we follow thee,
Humbiy te meet the smilv, bravely the
Lear.
Why should we not, gind year, be born
anew,
Leuvirg behind the o!d, dend chrysalla,
To mount, on wings of rervice, kelghia
unknewn T =
Yen kirdly sun ihe senttered gemnct Cow
In canket storen. 1Ee needy enrih to hlicks

One New

———— o —

By Elisa Ammatrong Bengough,
' 00D mornlng, Mrs. Emitheon

‘ ; Did you have & pleazant Now

Year's day1"

“Well, No, Mrs, Nayber, to tell the
truth, 1 didn't. You gee, Mr, Smithzon
and [ concluded we would ncrepend the
day with his ftamily, as usual. We
thought we would remain eoz!ly at homne
and have a nice jong talk. Since he haa
been kept so close al the office and 1
have been out go muph, we don't ecem
to see nearly ss mich of each other ns
we used, and New Year's day secuned
Just the time to get acquainted all over
again,

“Well, alter breaklaet, wo sat conlly
by the fire to Lave a nice longtalk about
our plans for the coming yeas. 1 just
took up the paper to glance at the ad=
vertizements for the vext day, and he
went looking for his pipe—you know he
Is migerable without {t-~snd e coulin't
remember where he had left it thenight
before. Suddsrly an lden came to me.
New Year's day is the time to give up
bad habits; now, dan't (t? At any rate,
{ felt it ought to be, and 1 told Mr, Smith-
gon he smoked too much; he admitted
that he did. ‘It is a bad habit' I told
him, ‘dirty, exponsive and injurious to
health,! He admitted that it waa
"Then, why nol give it up, to-day, and

GAVIEE ME TWENTY DOLLARS.
make n good beginuing for the year?
He refused st fvst to lsten, bul Anally
sald he'd do it 1¢ wonld be a good
shanece, he snld, to show his strepgth of
will, and, anyhow, it wes only an idcall”
Why, a blind man couldn’t enjoy it. e
panes ho coulin't see the emoke—that
ghowed It was only au [Cca—and why
shotld a sgensible man be the slave of
euch an ldea. Why, it wassllly!"

“0Of course, you applauded thatl”

“1 did, and he went off, dellghted to
eount up how much he would gave i
{ng the year by not smoking. As{or me,
I improved the time by making notes
of the bargains advertised in the papers
and mapping dut a shopping tour for
the next day which wounld keep me until
3ix o'clock avnd bring me home ex-
hausted, Mr. Smithsen didu’t comé
back for two hours and when he did, he
was cross. [ tried to interest him in the
wdvertisements, when he siddenly
turned on me, saying that [ epent mors
tme and motey, nas well ns waeLing
mere health, on bargain huntiug then
he ¢ld on tabacco, and If he could give
up the oxe, he thovght 1 conld glve up
the-other! "

“Oh. but that was different!”

“Indeed [t wes, and so T told him, byl
he wourldn't Hsten. Hesald 1 wag in the
babit of dpending five dollars' worth of
time Lo save five cents In money. He
reminded me that I had a quantity of
thinge put away upstairs which 1 had
hought becatite thcy were cheap and
which I could never uge; he proved tha!
many bargains had shown themeelver
dear and gald I could save more motey
by remalnifEat home and seelng to the
house. When | demurred, he gnoted my
own arguments [n regard to ymoking
until 1 got mad, said I hed as mrer
glrength of mind as he Frad and !
wouldn't biy a bargain for a year!™

*Oh, gracicus, but how can you—"

"Well, everything went wrong thal
day. Mr. Smithson was croes avd eritl-
olsed the cinngr until the girl got mad.
Mra. Trotter came In and told me that
Plank was to have & bargain zale in cur-
tains—I needed curtiaing for the bed-
rooms, My glster came tn with a new
boa, Lought at o bargain, and told me |
could get its mate. Gelig into the par-
Ior for ene miors pecp atl Blaok's adver-
tisement 1 {cund Mr. Smithson chewing
the stem of his empty pipe!™

“It's too bad; I'm on my war toarib-
bon sale now, and I thovght you—"

“Walt tIl I get my wraps. You soe,
the next moriing I thouehi I'd jurt run
downtiown to merely look ut the sales,
ard [ went into the parlor befors broaks
faet to tell Mr, Emitheon, 1 found him
smoking. ITe jooked feolish for a mo-
ment, then gave me 220 and asked me U

Thy garnered gifis shali by our hand

Year's Day|

Drummer's Toke on ¥
Gagtinbiton

piirs to eare for ma and [
niiod to reward him with s
t f:silnltarl;;i‘t’ with wb]g:h ln! : bee
4] o L it woll bigY
of a ptltowwk on Hob.
L | got & hy = AW
1 was nrrosted on a telegram '-*'

countesfeit money, and 7# 1

I was armigned Tn & Unit

ani bad lo give boll and 's

diferent occasions. d a lawy

n;.hcr Txglemud , Just o good th

altogether and jusl

skin of mﬁ tecth. m on td

hud to make nm:ul. Lo the wailer,

rowfully shook his head when be f

the monoy and said; [

I'ze porry for you, Gineral, but

be de meins of savin' your eonie

soul from the gallus{™ v
.

JUST LIKE PRISON R

Bonstful Traveler Brought to
by & Very Embarrassin

Question,

The teene waa a thitd-clasa
compartment, five on & side, I'nef
win stout, Horid, with short-cut go
and was vory self-satislied.
inate degenersey of modern. yoo
wis his theme, relates Londen Tit:

“Look ot me! Bixty yeayn of ag:
harl s day’s illness in my life, »
my four miles an hour! Why? |
from when | was 29 to when |
400 livu:{ a regular life. No dl
for me! No lute hours! Every di
mer and winter, | went to bed |
got up at five, lived principally |
rillge, worked hard—hard, mind ye
eight to one, then dinner, then af
walking eavrcise, and then—""

“heg your purd'n, guv'nor,” in
& Young working man sitting
"Lt wot wis vou in for¥”

_———
Too Much to Expect.

“Sop hero, Tandlord, muwst 1 sit 1
ever before | get the hali chick
have ordered? !

“Oh, no, sir!  I'm only waif®
eomebody comes and order t
Of cotrse, | ean’t kill a half a ebid
Fliegznde Blagtter, .

e

4
Further Explanation N
Fossible Purchaser—What is
of this painting? [
Artist—Thnt is “A Ship in a Bly
“It's wonderfully elfective an
Would=1l'm—would you mind te
which is the ship and which is the
—Chieago Tribune, |

Real Acting.
Old Vriend—Is your part very
to play ¥
PBamstormer—Well, rather! 1
on one meal a doy and playing
of 0 man with the gout!—Del

Press.
—

Enough for Her, °
Myra~Dut I am told your !imq
education,
* Isabwl—0h, ves, he has, e 3
wign eheeks Tor at least half a
Uliteago Daily News,

Found at Last,

Honaley, Ark,, Doe Sigh.—(
That & suro cure for Bacltaghe wi
priveless hoon 1o the people, and €
the women of America, I8 admity
interest d in medical mattors, nnd
Willlams of this plice is certain
foumd in Dodd's Kidney Pills 1
1ooknd-Tor sure.

“ i m 88 years old,” Mra, Wil
gl ave suffered with the Back:
muoh for three or four years. i
treated by good llhysiuiuus und got
bt thanks to_God, Th ive fnmulJ
last and (¢ is Dodd's JCidney Fill
titkeu only one box nnd it has done
rood than all the dootors in th
vears, 1 want uil suffecers from |
ta kusw that thoy can get Dodd
Pllts und get woll."

Buclacho is ove of the first ud_
Kiluey Disease. (nard againsg
Diseqso_or Ripmmatism by curin
Dodd's Eidoey Pills.

* .

If a man ehows geniun in ki
maiming thousands of lis fellow
we give him rank, high pay,
adulation, but lenve these who b
unselfish foil with meager re
bring benolits to all mankind
unrecogniced and unrewarded.
Euquirer, f

BEAUTIFUL sxm"

foft White Hands and Ly
Ralr Produced by Cotlel
Soap. i

Millions of Womea Use Culle
wssmted by Cutienrn Qintment, |
slin eure, for preserving, puri
Leautifving the wkin, for ¢
scitlp of crusis, scalgs and
the stapping of falling hair, {
whitening and soot red, ¢
sore Jiands, for baby rashes, |
elielingy, for annoying irritation
cerative weaknesses, & many
puposes which readily  suge!
selyes, aa well as for all tho p
tke toilet, bath and nursery.

s’

There is & wide difference b
voting machine and m "
one resembles, mechanically, a d !
ter, indicating mnuz received ; y
often registers cash dinbursed —af
tnction.—Youth's Companion. § @.— ok

A Gunranteed Cure for I———=




