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ARCADIA,” THE BEAUTIFUL- LAND

Bayou Ncz Pique, Acadla, La., cor-
respondence: In Southern Louisiana
you may slt under an “umbrella tree,”
Jook at green roses and eat white
blackberries. You may watch the
chameleon turn scarlet, blue, green,
‘brown or gray, or hear the mocking
bird pour forth its wild melody from
the roof of a veranda, or see a flight of
white cranes descend, like great snow-
flakes, on a distant ricefleld.

Thls subtropical land, with Ifs trees
ghostly with Spanish moss, its bavons
ablaze with scarlet

and walked away again. Not a steer
would eat it. The colonists from the

north inferred that to the horses and |

cattle of these parishes corn and oats
were an acquired taste.

The bread fruit of Louisiana is the
sweet potato. It will grow anywhere
in any kind of soil. The varieties of

sweet potatoes are almost innumer-
able. They yield from 200 to 500 bush-
els to the acre, and usually sell for

whose fire of color leaps the Louisiana |

red bird; its pale green pralries, its
Intense sunlight, orange sunsets, swilt
twilight and brilliant moonlight, is
weird and enchanting.

It lcoks as If it had been borrowed
from a fairy book and did not belong to
geography at all

It is midwinter, yet the door yards of
Acadia, St. Landry and Caleasieu par-
ishes, are abloom with roses. Christ-
mas trees of live ocak or holly or mis-
tletone, still bright in the little farm
houses, were dressed on Christmas
day with the fresh flowers gathered
out of doors.

The umbrella tree is common. Ev-
ery farmer has half a dozen to lend.
1t 1s easy to borrow the use of one on
‘a rainy day, and as it is chained to
‘the ground by its roots no one ever
iforgets to return it. Its branches radi-
ate from the trunk like umbrella stays.
Its foliage forms a waterprool cover-
ing like an umbrella top. Its trunk
is the handle.
dry in a subtropical storm. In sum-
mer it affords a perfect shade from the
sun. A tramp once explained his wan-
derings through Louisiana by saving
that he was a traveling tinker, mend-
ing umbrella trees.

The green rose, the onlv one [ have
ever seen, is not as large as the red
rose, nor does it display its petals as
fully, but it is distinctly a rose. Ii
some northern floriculturist would de-
velop this green rose further it might
become a prized and unique bloom in
the beautiful sisterhood of flowers.
Boutonniers and
roses might becoma a feature of St.
Patrick’s day in New York.

White blackberries are much esteem-
&1 in Acadia and Calcasien, because
they are superior in flavor to the black
kind.
sion of nature to the color prejudice, |
They differ from the black blackberries |
mainly in complexion.

In Louisiana is what popularly is
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It will keep on entirely ]
|
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bouquets of green |
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Some regard them as a concea- |
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known as the “dishecloth plant.” It
produces a green pod, which yields.
when opened, a large piece of cellular
vegetable tissue, often used in kitchens

as a “‘disheloth.”

The native horses and eattle in this
part of the state formerly lived on
sweet potatoes, grass and hay. When
northern farmers came here to settle
they found that the Creole ponies
would not eat corn or oats, jJoth re-
mained untouched in their feed boxes.
In some cases the native horses had to
be starved for days before they would
touch either.

A northern farmer threw an ear of
corn among a herd of wild cattle, They
came up to it, looked at it, sniffed it,
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5 DUMPING PLANT

fifty cents a barrel or twenty cents a [
bushel, though in seasons of sca.rc!t;-'i
leafage, out of ! they are thirty and even forty cents a
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ish, but not as pretty to the eye as
Caleasieu. The Calcasieu prairie is the
largest in the state—about fifty miles
long and from five to forty miles wide.
The parish itself, which is also the
largest in the commonwealth, com-
prises 4,000 square miles, and is about
two-thirds the size of Connecticut,
Here the land is firm and solid. In
digging wells the farmers have to go
deeper to find water than they do in

Wisconsin, The land, which is now
fifty or sixty feet above the gulf of
Mexico, was once its bed, and contains
a great deal of sand. The roads are
sometimes dry within twelve hours
after a semi-tropical rain. There is so
little mud, except in proximity to rige
marshes, that one may ride a bicyele
along a highway covered with water.
This is the upland, and yet it is the
rice ecuntry. The explanation is sim-
ple. From a foot to two feet under the
soil lies a bed of clay which is impervi-
ous to water. ‘Wherever land lies in
a challow saucer shape, so that its
edges are slightly higher than its in-
terior, the falling rain will fill it to the
rim and form a marsh, beeause the
water cannot percolate through the un-
derlying bed of clay and escape. In
Louisiana you often will {ind the low
grounds hard and dry and marches on

no hesitation nor clumsiness. Rome
is not permitted to decide whether tc
throw both arms around his sweet
heart or only one, or which. Nor mar
Juliet be shy or forward, yielding o
resisting, as she chooses. The director
will place their arms for them if they
do not themselves make a picturesque
exhibit of tenderness. And the kiss?
Shall it be delivered by the wooer on
the lips of the won. or on brow or
cheek? That question is considered
and settled. Are kisses on the stage
genuine? Well, not at rehearsals. ex-
cept, maybe, once or twice, in order to
show the effect fully. An actress would
resent a real kiss at a rehearsal except
when necessary. For the gatisfaction
of natural curiosity on that point it
may be told right here that most of
the kisses in the public performancez
of plays are actual kisses,

No Disgrace So Great as an Unpald
Debt on New Year's Day.

The New Year's fo
Chinese, said to be the most complete
Loliday season kept by any nation on
earth, is celebrated wherover a single
Chinaman is found in Pekin
or New York. It is a movable festival
falling upon any date between Jan 21
and Feb. 13, Prepar: great

stival of the
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holiday season begin weeks efore-
hand. The accumulated dirt of many
months disappears as if by magic.
Even the Chinaman himself passes
through the cleaning process, washing

his clothes and bathing his person—
the latter being a great event in the
lives of a few, since it oceurs but once
a year. Buildings of every descrintion
are elaborately decorated. Flowers
are in great demand, the favorite being
the Chinese narcissus. The prospect
of happiness for the year Is believed to
be in proportion to the number of
flower-stalks produced from a single
bulb. During the closing days of the

old year Chinese streeis present a busy
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bushel. They are the daily food of the
farmers, and are fed to horses, cattle,
swine and poultry. The Louaisiana
sweet potatoes are wholesome, but lack
the fine flavor of those ralsed in Vir-
ginia. Irish potatoes are regarded here
as a luxury, and the people have them
on Sundays and holidays.

It is supposed generally in the north
that Louislana is a swamp couniry, a
network of morass and bayou, and that
there iz little ground in its limits that
is firm beneath one's feet. This is a
mistake.

North of the Red river, in the north-
western part of the state, lies the fa-
mous hill country of Louisiana. Here
the land is upheaved in innumerable
little mountains, which rise sixty or

seventy feet above the surrounding
landscape. The highest peak in the
state Is in this wild district, and it

towers 150 feet above the gulf of Mex-
ico,

The hill country might make the
mountaineers of the Alps or the Andes
smile, but it is as serious a fact in this
state as are the Highlands in Scotland
or the Catskill mountains in New York.
This monntainous country is the lum-
ber belt. It is full of sawmills, and
turns out vast quantities of handsome
vellow pine lumber for the nothern
market.

In the southwestern part of the state
lies the Acadian eountry. It is a land
of beautiful prairies and of magnificent
vellow pine forests, that in the dis-
tance look blue. This is the upland
of Louisiana, the foothills of the lit-
tle Switzerland to the north. It is
the rice belt and cattle country of the
state.

In Acadia the prairies are small, be-
ing ten or twelve miles long and five
or six miles wide, They are girded
round hy wyellow pine forests, through
which run bayous. It is a fertile par-

AN AFRICAN QUEEN AT HOME.

The accompanying illustration 1is
from a photograph of the sueen of
Swaziland, and shows her majesty sit-
ting in front of the samboti, or royal

kraal, with a royal princess of the
Swazis on either hand. This royal
kraal is near Bremersdorp, and it is

interesting to know that this is the
first photograph ever taken of the
gueen, wio iz known to her people un-

der the name of Uhmilagovas. Swasi-
land, by the way, is one of the most
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| enough to hold up the small children

| make one move out of its ravs, vet the

| chill, and men aceuztomed to the sharp
| winters of the north find it uncomfort- |
able to wear heavy overcoats in Louis- |

| is a mistake.

f

| vid, says the Ladies’ Home Journal. It

prosperous of the British dependenciles |

in Africa, for, unlike their cousins, the
Zulus, the Swagis prefer following ag-

ricultural and pastoral pursuits. They |

are a hospitable and democratic peo-

|

ple, the women working in the fields |

along with the men, and both living
on the fruits of their industry when
they have passed middle life.

|
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and animated scene, Shops are

LOUISTANA

the ridges. This paradox puzzled the |
northern soldiers who were on Banks’ |
Red river expedition, They were in a
conntry in which they were likely to
get lost.

The alluvial land which lies in the
Mississippi bottom seems to be planta-
tions part of the time and part of the
time Mississippl river. Swamps are
not unknown there.

“We are having a Louisiana bliz-
zard,” said a northern settler in Cal-
casieu parish. “The thermometer has
fallen to 70 degrees above zero."

The children in the country go to
school barefoot all winter. In a
country school house, on a sharp mid-
winter day, there was only one ehild
who wore shoes. All the children had
shoes at home, but they did not care |
to,wear them.

The well-to-do French farmer, with
‘and by the league and cattle by the
hundreds, with money buried in the
ground or hidden in hollow trees or
deposited in the bank, goes barefoot
the year round, except when he visits
the parish town. His winter dress is
a straw hat, a calico shirt and a pair of
blue cotton trousers, He goes with-
out collar, cravat and shoes. His feet
are as insensible to cold as are the

hands of a northern man who never

It is a common siznt in |
|
|
i

wears gloves.
Acadia, on a winter's day, to see a man
from the north, in a heavy ulster, talk-
ing to a barefooled French farmer in
his shirtsleeves.

Probably the school children here
never saw a sled or a pair of skates,
but it does get colder than 70 degrees
above zero. for sometimes there is
snow on the ground and Ice strong

who slide on it.
Though the January
times so uncomfortably

sun is
warm

some-
as 1o

air, owing to its high humidity, is often

iana all winter. To leave your winter
clothes behind when you come south
You will need them.

STAGE KISSES ARE GENUINE.

Have to Be
Fervid, Too.
They must have an impulsive man-

ner. They must look sufficiently fer-

And They Safiiclently

is a curious sight—that of two players
who are to express the ardent love
which Shakespeare has written for his
“Romeo and Juliet,” but who at re-
hearsals, in modern clothes and no ze-
cessories of glamour, practice a kiss
as mechanically and unfeelingly as
though it were—as it is then—utterly

devoid of sentiment

There must bei

thronged with ecustomers eagerly lay
ing in large quantities of food, cloth:
ing and New Year's gifts. Debtors ané
creditors are seen hurrving to and fro,
endeavoring to settle their accounts,
for according to a most commendabls
cusiom all debts must be paid or set-
tled in some satisfactory maunner be-
fore the New Year dawns. To meet
these [labilities shopkeepers olfer their
goods at unheard-of prices, and fami-
lies frequently part with odd bits of
brie-a-brac, curious relics and valuabla
ornaments for a sum pitifully small,
No disgrace is equal to being found on
New Year's morning with an unpaid
debt. On the other hand, the creditor
who fails to colleet his debts at this
time may not presa them again fo?
many months. He therefore pursuea
his creditor far into the night, contin-
uing his search into the New Year's
day, if necessary. This he may do if
he carries a lighted lantern to indi-
cate that he is still engaged in last
night's business and Las not discov-
ered that the day has dawned!—Wom-
en’'s Home Companion.

WIFE OF GEN., BULLER.

— d e

The accompanying picture is from
the latest photograph of Lady Audrey
Buller, the talented and gracious wife
of the English general who has been
fighting the Boers in Sou'l Africa

Lady Bauller is no longer a young wom
an, for she has a daughter who has
just made her debut into the Londo:
social world. She Ras, nevertheless
shown herself one of the most eger-
getic of the many English noblewomer
who have been interesting themselves
in alleviating the sufferings of the
English sick and wounded at the Cape
Owing to the recent severity of the
fighting there seems plenty of oppor:
tonity ahead for all such relief work.

Good meat has a redcish browa
color and contains no clots of blood.

Gured of Gatarrh
By Peruna

After 20 Years’
Suffering. |[)|il4

7
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well as she is now.
winter.

As ever, thy friend,

stage. of course it has gone beyond the
reach of all local remedies. Nothing but
a systemic remedy ean reach it. Peruna
is the only remedy yet devised to meet
such cases. Peruna eradicates catarrh
from the system. It does its work
quietly. but surely. It cleanses the

MRS, POLLY EVANS, A LIFE-LONG FRIEND OF PERUNA.

“My wife (Polly J. Evans) says she feels entirely cured of sys-
ftemic catarrh of twenty years’ standing.
of thy excellent medicine, Peruna, as directed, and we feel very thank=
ful to thee for thy kindness and advice.
Twelve years ago it cured her of la grippe. |
want to tell thee there has been a great deal of Peruna used here Jast
Peruna does not need praising.
and do recommend it to anyone that is afflicted with catarrh.”
John Evans, Seuth Wabash, Ind.

When catarrh has reached the chronie | mucons membranes of the whole body.

She took nearly six bottles

She did not expect 1o be s

It tells for iiself. We can

It produces regular functions. Peruna
restores perfeet health in a natural
way.

No one should neglect to procure one
of Dr. Hartman's free boeks oncatarrh,
sent to any address by The Perona
Medicine Company, Columbus, Ohio,

Silenco of Phitlosophy.

The story gces that Mrs. Carlyle ven-
tured up to Carlyle’s “‘sublime garret”
with her needlework one day, but be-
fore long her husband drew attention
to the noise which
needle. Folding her hands idly upon
her lap, she sat motionless, but pres=
ently the silernce was broken by the
voice of the philesopher. *“Jane,” said
he, “I ean hear you breathing.” As
Mrs. Carlyle fcund it inconvenient to
abandon this natural process, she was
forced to give np all attempts at bear-
ing her husband company in his study.

The Best Prescription for Chlills

and Fever i3 o bottle of GROT®'S TASTELESS
CHILL ToxNte. 1t is simply iron and quinine in
B lasieless form. No cure—no pay. 1'rice, 50c

Second Nature to HMim.

Flasher—I see that Badger, even in
the midst of his legislative duties,
doesn’'t permit himsell to be led away
from home influences. Dumbleton—
How is that? Flasher—Why, he nev-
er seems to lose an opportunity to eall
for a division of the house.—Richmond
Dispatch.

ITS Fermanentiytnred. NoArs ornervonsness altes

t diay s useo of I'r. Kline's Great Nerve Restorss
Bend tor FREE §2.00 trial bottla and trestine
De R. H. K~ Ltd., 831 Arch 5t., Philadelphia, Pa

Shortening a Long Journey.
When the railroad across Siberia 1s
completed it will be easy for a person
to go from London to Japan in thirteen
davs.

Mra, Winslow's Soothing Nyrap.
For chulldren teothing, softens the gumas, reduces in-
fawsrcotion, aliays pain, cures wind colic. 23oa bottie

Nuatrition In Oysters.

A quart of oysters contain, on the
average, about the same quantity of
nutritive substance as a quart of milk
or a pound of very lean beef.

Piso’a Cure for Consumption is the only
coungh medicine used in my house.—D. C.
Albright, Mifflinburg, Pa., Dec. 11, '85,

The man who has not anything to
beast of but his illustrious ancestors—
the only good belonging to them is un-

der ground.

There is every good
reason why

St. Jacobs Oil §
should cure g
¢

1000 5

RHEUMATISM :
NEURALGIA
LUMBAGO

SCIATICA )

for the rest of the century. One par-
am>unt reason is—it does cure,

SURELY AND PROMPTLY ‘&?

she mads with her |
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Go to your grocer to-day
and get a 15¢. package of

Grain=0

It takes the place of cof=
fee at } the cost.

Made from pure grains it
is nourishing and health-

ful.

Insist that yonr grocer givesyou GRAIN-O.
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Accept no imitation.
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iPOTATOES 2537

W Laspest Seed POTATO Growors In Ameriea, Pricos
- #1.28 & wp. Enormons stocks of Grass, Clover and Farm
W Seeds. Send this notlee and He for nulni end Il

W RARK FANM SKEED

W SANPLES, .
JOHN A« SALZER SEED C0., LA CROBSE, WIS, won
ABFEREFFRFFFPDEPEIREERF B

886600

Merat smoked in & fow honrs with
KRAUSERS® LIQUID EXTRACT OF SMOKE.
Made from hiekory wood. Chenper, cle
awester, and lnn-rrghnn the oid way. Band f
cucular, LihBEAUSEK & BKO., Milton, Pay
’

| P
CURES COUGHS .ND COLDS. K“-I En
—

| PREVENTS CON_.UMPTION.
All Drugglsts, 25ec.
IN3 OR 4 YEARS
PENDENGE ASSURED
It you take up youp
: homes In Westarn Cane

ada, the land of plenty.
INlustrated pamphlet
giving experiences o
farmers who have be<s
come wealthy in grows
Jmf wheat, repords of
delegatrs, ete., and fall
jnformation as to reduccd ruliway rates cun
had on application to the Superintendent o
Immigration, Department of Interior. Otta
Canads, or to J. S. Crawflford, 214 West Ninth
St., Kansas City. Mo., or C. J. Broughton, 1228
Monadnock Block, Chicago, IlL

CHEAP RATES.

 Special Inducements to
Homeseeliers.

NEW RAIL ROAD OPENING UP

|

’ Farming, Mineral, Timber, Rice
| and Market Gardening Lands.
|

—

BUY AT ONCE WHILE CHEAP.

Your choice of lard from snows of the
North to sunshine and flowers of the South,
all on the great PORT ARTHUR ROUTE,
Kansas Clty to Guif of Mexic).

CHEAFP RATES — On the firat and third
Tuesdays of each month throughout the
year we sell Hoomocseckers' Excursion
tickets from all points on our line north of
Howe, I. T., to all points south, wher: the
one wuy rate is seven dollars (37.v0) ox
more, at the rate of

ONE FARE PLUS §2 FOR THE ROUND TRIP.

STOPF-OVELS will be allowod on the goln
trip of these tickels nt any point south o
West Line, Mo., within fifteen (13) dm
from date of sule, a~d thsy bear afl
limit of twenty-one (21) days

For full informztisn address:

H. C. ORR,

CENERAL PZSSENCER ACENT,
KANSAS CITY, MO.

NICE OLD QUAKER LADY |




