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[Bhe MBronze Beit

By Louis Joseph Vance
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O My Choseni™

moved the swords clattered afreah and |
swung outwards, presenting a bristle
of pointa. And he stopped, while the
volce, Indiferent
ways, continued to barangue him.

“If thy heart, O my chosen, be olean,
unsullied with fear and guile; if thy
faith be the falth of thy fathers and
thy bonor rooted in love of thy land;
if thou bast falth in the stremgth of
thy hands to hold the reins of empire

. enter, baving no

“Trick-work™ he told
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There was no sound. Alone and un-
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Out of its Immense bowl, the Yoloe
rolled like thunder:

“Hear yo, 0 my peoples!”

A responaive murmur ascended from
the company réund the walls:

“Weo hoar! We bear, O Madhyama!

“Mark well this man, O children of
my Gateway. Mark well! Out of y»
all 1 have chosen him to lead thee In
the work of healing: for | thy mother,

whatever name ye know me—1 am lald
low with & great sickness. .

Yea, | am stricken and lald low -uh

& nlckness”

In the brazler the flame leaped high
and subsided, and with it the cobra
leapod and sank low upon its ocofla

I, thine old mother, have called yo
together to help in my healing. From
my feet to my bead | am edton with
pestilence; yoa, | am devoured and
possessed by the evil, Even of old
was It thus with thy mother: loug
sinece she complained of the Plague
that ia Scarlet—moaned and cried ont
and turned o bher misery. . . . Bud
e falled me. Then my peoples ware
weaklings and thelr bearts all were
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L thina old mothe r, be basded end mads
m-nﬁhm—
dased. and weary s i with o, prest
sond of slesp. Bven e salyem of
shouts came to him as frem s grest
distance. Te the clangor of (he bell
siane he had becoms abeermally ses
sitive; avery fber of his belng shud-

Through his shall my strength be
made manifest, my will be made
ksown to my peoples. His must ye
rarve and obey; to bim must ye bow
down and be bombiea Bay, we ye
rased® WHI yeo bave him, my bl
dren™

Without an lastant's delay a ery
of matificstion rang to the reof. “Yea,
0 our mothar! bim wa will serve and
v, o bm bow down and be
humbla*

The voles addressad itasl! directly
(o the knaslisg man He stiffened and
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ning, its”ibathsome red eyes hoiding
his own,
M"l:ool well, O death, and jJudge

mi"

The dance of the hooded death
changed in character, grew more fren-
xled; the white writhing colls melted
into one another in dizaying confusion:
figire merged Into figure like smoke.
' . The suspense grew intoler-
ahla

“Hast thou judged him, O death?

Instantly the white cobra reared up
to Its utmost and remained polsed over
Amber, barely moving save for the al
most Imperceptible throbbing of the

.| bond and the incossant darting of the

forked tongue.

“If he be loyal, then spare him.”

The hood did not move. Amber's
flesh crawiled with unspeakable dread.

“If he be faithless, then . .
strike!™

For another moment the ocobra
malotained the tensity. Then slowly,
eruel head waving, hood shrinking,
oyes loalng thelr deathly luster, coll
by coll It sank.

A thick murmur ran the round of the
walls, sawelling into an learticulats
ery, which beat upon Amber's ears
ke the raving of a faroff surf. From
his llps a strangled sob beoke, and.
avery muscle relaxing, be lgrched for
ward.

Alarmed, in a trice the cobra was up

agiln, hood distended to (be bursting |

point, head swinging so swiftly that
the eye conld not follow It In another
broath would come the floal thrust.

frearm oxploded behind Amber,
wingelng his choek with its lames. He
foll oaver sldeways, barely eseaping
head of the cobra, which, with its
hood blown to tatters, writhed In con-
vulslons. Its malignant tongue strain-

ing forth as If In cne last attempt to
reach his hand

\ second shot followed the first and
then a brisk, confosed fusillade. Am-

ber heard & man soream out in mortal
wgony, and the dull sound of & heavy
body falllng near him; but, coincident
vl the second report, the bragier had
been overturned and s light extin-
grished as If sucked up Into the alr.

CHAPTER XIX,

Rutton's Daughter,
fo darkness the blacker for the sud-

.| den disappesrance of the light, some

body stumbled over Amber—stumbled

& child: “Labertouche!” A volos sald:
“Thank God!™ He felt sirong baads
Wit bim to his fest. He clung to him
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oatives were all converging loward the
center of the cavern and appareatly
none heeded them. Neverthelesa La-

releasing bim, put & revel

ver In his band

“Den't hewitats to shoot If anprone

comes Lhis way!™ be sald. “T've pot o
ge! this door open and -

He broke off with an ejaculation of

gratflude; for while he had been apeak-
ing his Bagers busily groping i the
convalutions of Lhe sculptured pedes-
tal had encountered what he sought,
and now he pulied out an |

bar t

ron wo
feet o 80 In Jength and as thick as
a woman's wrist. [nserting In

[ MINTER - LAMKIN ASTRACT (0.

(INCORPOKATED.)

Haviag bought the J. M. Masoa & Co. abstract books we are
wow the owners of two seis of Abstract Books, the combined
resu't ol more than 30 yoars of laborious effort. Besides, we
bave vast and priceless memoranda and Information beariny
on land titles. We employ trained, expert abstracters. Our
Quarantee goes with all work. Our patronage is fuunded on
merit. Let us have yours.

MINTER-LAMKIN ABSTRACT COMPANY
KEYTESVILLE, MISSOURIL.
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WRecognized

Reliability ..

Goods of known value and dealers of
established reputation are usually found
under the same roof.

Moon Bros, and other good makes of buggies,

which we handle, has an established repu-
tation for reliability and satisfactory service
and it is only treating yourself fair to inspect

our line. We believe we have the best and

are sure we can easily convince you if given
an opportunity.

John P. Tippetts

THE VETERAN DEALER

KEYTESVILLE, -i- MO

Both Seasonable
and Reasonable!

Why not purchase now the season’s requirements?

You might as well enjoy the whole season as a part
of it. Look over this list of summer necessities and
ask our prices—Do it Now. Siberia Refrigerators,
latest design and charcoal filled ; Lightning Ice Cream
Freezer, {reezes in 5 minutes ; Pertection Oil Stoves;
Garden Tools ; Hoes; Rakes ; Spades Ete.  Wonder
Washer; New Home Washer ; One Minute Ball bear
ing Washer ; Garden Plows ; a general stock of Hard-
ware ; Queensware ; Stoves, ete.

W. D. VAUGHAN

THE OLD RELIABLE WARDWARE DEALER
KEYTESVILLE, : : MISSOURI

Commercial Hotel!
SALISBURY, MISSOuRl.

Good, Clean comfortable rooms with an abundance
of good clean palatable food.the kind you like to
eat. Don’t get this place confused with the ordi.
$1.00 house--nothing eheap but the price-81 a day.

OPPOSTLONI™  J. M. GARRETT, PROP.




