
-

Volume Lni: Sli v KEYTESVILLE, CHARITON COUNTY MISSOURI FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17,. 1924 Number 3
S - v

' v..

A Thrilling Story I Enthusiastic Meeting Wins Courier's Ford Sedan
Oy Mrs. Oscar Oswalt of Soberly off Commercial Club Miss Nell White in Class by Herself

' Moberiy has seethed with; excited
indignation since learning early Fri-

day morning of an outrage nerpetrat-e- d

on Mrs. Oscar Oswalt and two
children Thursday night. " '

About midnight Mrs. Oswalt was

awakened by a flashlight thrown in

her face as she lay Bleeping with!

the two children. Immediately she
. was seized and as she struggled to
free herself she was choked until
her nose bled, the blood . running
kwn and staining her night dress.

She was overpowered, a rug thrown
over her head, and she was then tie 1

with a rope to the bed. The children
were treated similarly. A blanket

. was thrown over.: their .heads v to
smother, their , cries ;and they were
secured to the beU j

In the darkness- - of ; the room Mrs.

Oswalt was not able to see the
but 'says she Is morally

sure there were at ' least two and
they were negroes. y r

While Mrs. Oswalt and the child-we- re

' hopelessly bound," the "linen
searched everyrobmr'ln the house

and turned things topsy-turve- y. The
marauders got into Mr. Oswalt's box
where he keeps his" deeds. Insurance
papers, etc., and left these 'scattered
About .the room. ') There ' was missed
this morning $68.00," lady's gold
watch,. 20- - gold pieces and - $1.00

sold iece.Yyr" iiv-yi- ;t ;';

The severe shock given Mrs; Os-wa- it

and the fright of the experience
caused -- her,rto lapse 'into" ; uncon--

adousness. ' When" she came ' to she
.finally- - managed to get the rug off

her' face and-- get loose so that she
ould get Bp. She then made her

way to the kitchen and procured. a
butcher knife ;. with" which she cut
the rope from her ' hands ' and then
.she went to the telephone to call for
aid, but -- the phone was dead. It
was found later, that "the v wire had

- beett'lt''olvt1utaroV.gU)oW:'l0l
feet from the house. -

Mr. Oswalt, who is an engineer,
ot home off his run about I o'clock

When he learned what had happened
naturally his. wrath knew no bounds,

and had he bad the guilty ones be-

fore hirer he would have made short
shift of their time oa earth. After
administering to ' his wife and the
children, who had cried themselves
sick over the terrible fright of the
.experience, he went out to a neigh-

bor's and called for the blood

hounds. :.. "
J

v The dogs were out on
" another

trail, but got back in time to get on
' the Oswalt trail about 3 o'clock a.
' m. The scent had been kept intact

and Genevieve went put on a pret--

ty direct trail on this man hunt. .'. ''

The Oswalt home ia at 513 Fulton
avenue in northeast ' Moberiy. - She

went from the house west to Morleyj
.street, thence south to. Rollins, then
turned to the right until she reached
A.ult when she again went south to
McKinsey street and . from there
Jbwn a short distance and on to the
negro, rooming house on South Wil-Jia-

near the brick plant After
entering the' house she went to a
room In which were two beds, each
occupied by two negro mem. She

went to one of the beds and wanted
to get up on it She smelled the
.shoes and clothing of these men and
trailed down stairs to a shed where
kindling was kept and back again
to the room. ;

The two negroes are John Lee and
Henry Randolph.,; The woman who
runs the house gave an alibi for the

, negroes, saying that they were in
- the house at the time the negroes are

aaid to have been at Oswalt's. The
' men, however, were put under arrest
and were placed in the city jail,' to
await further developments. - : '

Mr. Oswalt said thia morning, that
he thought the. men had entered the
house through the dining room. He

' found on the . floor of : the dining
room two 22 cartridges. He said the
men had opened every door oh, the
place, including closet doors, and
had ransacked everything and left
loors wide open and everything in a

jumble. J ' ' '' ' '
It is known that there were at

least two' men on the job and it is
thought that there was a third man
who stood on the ouside to act as a

. lookout
After trailing to the negro hotel

n South Williams street the doga

were taken back to the Oswalt home

and took up a second trail, which in
dicated that there probably was a
third member of the gang. This trail
3e-- j riuwn Tertlcy street to Union

yards. ' No one was picked up on this
lead. ".V ;

" All morninar' long crowds pi : men

surged, around the city jail watching J

front and back. , -

Remarks were passed" showing the
temper : of the crowd and ' officers
fearing that some leader might start
something made . arrangements to
oret the men away to safety until it
could be ascertained whether or not

they were guilty of any wrong.'. ;
The getaway, was made like thia:
The Moberiy officers were all at

the city hall and Sheriff Milam and
Deputy Sheriff Steve Jones drove up

in front in the sheriffs car. ' .,:

Two policemen went Into the jail
and - got the negroes and hurried
them to the sheriff's car, the engine

of which was- - kept running. The
men were scarcely seated before the
car was under full speed and Mr.
Milam broke all traffic rules - in the
Tate at .which he went,, lickety-spl- it

down South Clark street, Just where
the men were ' taken Is ". not
known, but it is safe to say they are
not in the county. ''- - "

One of the negroea has lived - in
Moberiy seven years. : The other has
been here about a year, j ', ; ..-

Police "officers say they are both
irood workers and have never been

in any trouble while living here.- -
,

The woman who runs tne nouse
t

where they. roomed and boarded
stays

" by her statement that " ' they
are innocent as they were in - the
house last night at the time of. the
alleged robbery. Moberiy Democrat

KEYTESVILLE , HIGH IN
7 --SAFETY FIRST"

' The dramatic clas3 of the Keytes-vill- e

high' school put on their annual

play ''at the American Theatre - last
Friday night . ' ' ' - T

taaed-- to-- capacity- The --theatre was
and everyone received their . money's
worth and theri some.1," '

The1 school orchestra was present
and entertained the audience - with a
number of pieces which were excep-

tionally well rendered. '
To attempt to go into detail and

tell which one of the amateur actors
were the best would be taxing the
capabilities of any critic, and as the
Courier man does not pose as a cri-

tic of honest efforts and especially
of the doings of the young folks the
Courier will say that it would have

been Exceptionally hard to pick out
the real Btars you know all plays
and Dlavettes have stars let it go

at that . All took their parts, excel

lently and earned them out as only

a bunch of care free, happy young
sters can.':, .'r- -

The orchestra is an institution of
which the Courier is proud and all

citizens of the city should be proud
of the work this organization is do-

ing.

John Gregory Alspaugh, jr.,, son

of Mr. and Mrs. John Alspaugh, has
been a flu patient for several days
but is improving. v i ,

Bowser was a farmer all his life
and out on the farm friend wife sent
him out to the pump in all sorts of
weather to observe his daily ablution.
In time Bowser learned to delight in

this function. He liked the idea of
being able to splash 'around and bub-

ble in the H-2- o and not be brought to

task for splattering on the floor. ,

' He was a cold water enthusiast-s- ure

enough,' and ft he had been liv-

ing in a city with a bath tub he
would undoubtedly have taken a cold
plunge every morning. He claimed

that the pump scrub was all that
could be desired, just because' it sort
of thoroughly woke him up for the
day's activities, aad he sort o' form-
ed the habit '.

.
'

are hard to break..- -

Regularly, once a year,. Bowser and
friend wife (Mandy) went' to a far--

off city to see the married daughter,
Jane. Now Jane lived in a modern
flat 'and had running hot and cold
water and yet Bowser could not ac-

custom himself to this modern con-

venience, and he had to draw off the
correct amount of cold water and re-

tire to the back porch just so he
could splash around and sort of keep

'up appearances.
The War time prices gave Bowser

more money than he could possibly
spend on the farm so re retired to
the "city." This city happened to

vow wnft viccfa i'O kt ii iifa
ifthawA o'Kj Virtues KjM vion.

- An adjourned meeting of the Key1 j going to go this summer if some-tcsvil- le

commercial club Was held thing was not done to show that the
Tuesday night at the American
Theatre. ' Those in attendance were
pepped up by several speakers-o- a
number of. things.,: Of course, the
water works proposition . was para-
mount to all" others, and the work
is growing apace with the importance
of the innovation.

The next thing taken up was the
matter of bringing up for considera-
tion the matter of "pep." f-

."Pep" was injected in large quan-

tities and those in. attendance all ad-

mitted that they felt better.
The matter was brought up about

two weeks ago of giving awaf. cars
and other things at some future date,
but it secr.is, that it was only talked.'
At the meeting Tuesday night it was
shown beyond all question of doubt
that Keyte3ville merchants were be-

tween two .fires of great activity. '

Salisbury has pulled off their tittle
stunt of two car and went way over
the top, and , Brunswick wishes to
emulate her big sister city. Keytesf-vill-e

has. been just sitting around
and sitting around and wondering
where every one was and Tuesday
evening they were shown just whereJo with a bang. Just watch the
the traders were, moreover, they Courier and and keep abreast of all
were shown where the farmers' were f.Keytesville activities.

CHAS. F. LAM KIN'S :

HOME DAMAGED BY FIRE
: '

Sparks from a chimney Monday
morning about 9 o'clock came very
nearly adding ' another serious fire
loss to the Keytesville list - ;

One of the boys started for
school and upon reaching the side-
walk discovered the roof to be ablaze.
Quick , work on the part of himself
and his brother In getting up to thai!'
roof with a. pail of water saved the
home, from jeomnlete; destruction, rn

Had the fire been discovered about
ten minutes later the bucket brigate
would have been useless, and one of
the best homes in town would have
been lost !

Mr. Lamkin is away being ia the;
south at this time, and Mrs, Lamkin
would have had a most trying time
getting things out and finding a place
in which to live. '.

. j

Of owing to the fact that thi3 j Huntsville when the machine "threw
home was not destroyed, that the;a rentered hora de
boys just happened to be on the job combat
and the fact that it discovered in
time will be another argument for
any all who are not in sympathy
with the .opposition of water works
for Keytesville if there happen to
be any such "sittin' around."
. Lets suppose that the fire not
been discovered for a matter of 10 or
20 minutes longer, and, also, lets
say there was a chemical truck in
town with a few feet of hose, the
building could have been easily saved,
for the . chemicals would have
put out the fire in just - about four
minutes after the stream had been di-

rected on the blaze.. : .'

There's just a wee, bit of a moral
attached to this. Think it over. You,

A

sities for many years. He knew
everyone in this city and it was a
county ' city, and he wanted to be
where he and friend wife were ac-

quainted and have a good time the
balance of his life. y"-..'- :

'

These "twilight endings to busy
lives are great and espeecially
when one has accumulated enough
to get by without having to worry
about the little daily

It seems that these men often have
their habits made up from years of
practice and Bowser was no excen- -

Uinn Will, mil ,Ha n
wash out at the well, and in .this par-

ticular instance it came easy because
the town was not modern.'! -

the town 'of Caseyville had no wa-

terworks, no electric, lights no
ice plant The year following Bow-

ser's retirement from the farm the
city just managed to get electric
lights from a neighboring city, but,
toward modernism, that is as far as
the inhabitants went. All other prop,
ositions were voted down with alarm--

f .

merchants of Eeytesyille wanted to
get their business. '

.
r To this end the merchants have

and

course,
tire" and was

!

was

and

had

more

oti'll

and

been busy just signing their names
on the dotted lines and the proposi
tion is well nye completed,

r Other things were brought to the
attention of those who were present,
and the Courier will have more to
say about these matters in the next
issue. It has been so long since the
business interests have really been
brought up to the firing line that it
sort of took their breath away to
know thai they had got to make a
move that would be attractive to all
out-of-to- trade. However, after
the matters were discussed from all
view points a committee was ; ap
pointed to go and and get the sig
natures of the merchants in town for
the purpose of putting things' over
the top. Next week all the little de-

tails will have been worked out and
full announcement will be made.

The Courier must say that the en-

thusiasm shown so far has been ex-

ceptionally to the point Everyone
is for it, and therefore its going to

Mr. Doubter, may be visited by the
Jiext incipient blaze, and if the water
proposition is defeated those who
take a stand against this question
'will be entitled to absolutely no sym-

pathy should they be the loser by a
fire in their own homes.

CLIFTON HILL FIRE SUNDAY
A. M, NO FIRE PROTECTION

Fire starting in the basement of
the Clifton ; Hill Mercantile Co.'s

wwateCM which was iscordred at
3:15 a. m.,' Sunday morning caus-

ed' a loss of approximately $50,000
before it burned itself out

That thriving little metropolis was
entirely without fire protection and
the only wonder is that the fire did
not cover a greater area.

The Moberiy chemical fire fighting
apparatus started for Clifton Hill
shortly after the conflagration was

t
I discovered, but only got as far as

The losses ' from the fire are es
timated as follows:

W. W. Jones' loss on the building
was $7,000, . with $3,000 insurance;
F. M. Grimes, two buildings, $12,-00- 0;

Clifton Hill Mercantile Co., loss
on stock, $11,000, with $8,500 insur
ance; W.' (Y. .Terry, loss on stock,

$19,000 with $6,000 insurance. The

Masonic . lodge owned upper half of

one of the Grimes buildings. Their

loss is estimated at $2,600,. with $1,-50- 0

insurance. - ,

The Clifton Hill Lumber Co. esti

mate their, loss from falling walls at
$2,000.

up for fire protection in the matter
of ,city water works, Bowser was the
most enthusiastic worker against it

He did these things just from the
very force of habit The pump had
faithfully served him for some 60

years, why go back on it No telling
whether the water works system pro-

posed would be adequate, anyway.
The city of Caseyville had had a

number of serious fires; on two occa-

sions the main street had been wiped

out, but the'- - business houses had,
phoenix-lik- e ' reappeared, and as far
as he could see was doing Well

J enough as things were, besides it ha-- l

been over twenty years since. the city
had had a bad fire and he saw no
reason for putting in a system of
water works and thereby inviting dis-

aster, - ";,'. '?',- -

Bowser had nothing against Casey-

ville.- The trouble was' he was not
up to date and, anyway, if the town
did bond itself and get busy and put
in water works it would increase his
taxes. Bewser had never carried any
fire insurance, had never had a fire,

and never pccisd to bora ent. If
y Krm-l:n- r nroBOSitioA had gone

City Interest Storiette
The Town Pest

expenditures.

After holding the unwavering in-

terest of Keytesville, Chariton Coun-

ty and this entire section of the
state during the past few- weeks, the
Courier's big automobile prize con-

test came to an official end Wed-
nesday afternoon, and the winners )f
the big prizes were named.

It was a strenuous time all around
and an anxious time, to be sure, but
now that the race ia over and the
results announced, every-on- e is pleas-
ed and satisfied.

Naturally the greatest struggle
was for that splendid new Ford
Sedan the grand capital prize. The
Courier offered the best prizes ob-

tainable. We were willing to pay
liberally for good work, and we got
it,, for .never before in this section
of the state has there been such
a .'successful campaign as the one
just closed by this newspaper. "

The aggregate vote totals reach-
ed enormous figures, representing
yea, thousands of hew and renewal
subscriptions secured by the various
candidates during the past few
weeks.' And, as a result, The Cour-- J

ler covers Chariton county and. sur-
rounding territory like a blanket
and this is what delights the adver-
tisers.

To these new readers and patrons,
and our old subscribers as well
whose interest made this contest the
success that it was, The Courier is
indeed grateful and indebted. On
behalf of the candidates, and the pa-

per itself, the public is entitled to
the most emphatic thanks for the
general good will shown them during
the campaign.

But as to the winners the figures
below speak for themselves.

To those whose energies carried
them through this campaign to suc-
cess, The Courier extends the hear-
tiest congratulations. We are jrpjnd
of the people who took part in this
competition, and we hope they, who,
by right of conquest, have just claim-
ed their reward will be proud of the
prizes won.

While the prizes themselves were
remarkable for their value, there are
other considerations to be taken into
account During this camptign those
who have participated have learned
much that will be of benefit to them.
Th,ey have made new and pleasant
acquaintances; they have forme!
more correct ideas along . business
lines, and most of. them have de-

veloped a sense of observation that
will pay future dividends.

The competition has been a splen-
did training and a valuable expe-
rience. . It has taueht. amon?
other things, that courage and

are the two most essen-
tial elements necessary to overcome
the obstacles that beset this never
ending conflict called "life."

Of course, it is inevitable that in a
campaign of this kind, all the candi-
dates cannot win the first prize.
That was an understood fact from
the very beginning of the race. And,
right or wrong, civilization seems
to have accepted and applied na

through it would have increased his
taxes' just that much.

He was deaf to all arguments, and
he could not be educated.

He was a town pest
Bowser and his click defeated all

bond issue propositions, and it was
his boast that he would keep the
town clear from entangling alliances.

Bowser's bank failed the bank
where he kept all of his dough. He
was against poverty for the first
time in his life.. About that time
a new man arrived in town to go into
business and this stranger wanted a
house to live in. Bowser's place was
given the O. O. and the O. with
one exception. .It was a stately old
mansion with the picturesque old
pump on the outside. Electric lights
had not been installed, and the house
was otherwise lacking in modern con-
veniences, and the poor old man was
obliged to sell at about one third
what the place was worth. Modern-
ized the. place would would have
brought him enough to have kept
him and friend wife the balance f
their lives in moderate plenty. -

The town pest got his, and if there
is no moral to this story to you,
reader, yon are a fit subject for ed-

ucation.
Educate yourself and don't be like

Bowser the man who let opportunity
slip through his hands. - '

If you in a tOWB pt gt nfxt
and ret alive, : '

ture's rule of the survival of the fi-
ttest To accomplish a given pur-
pose a great amount of energy is
necessary, and fortune' seems to la-vi- sh

her richest gifts on those who .

are equipped to carry out the man-

dates of ambition.
In conclusion we wish to say that

our relations with all the candidates
have been very pleasant indeed.
They, in turn, have dealt with an or-

ganization that, to the best of it's
ability, has made this camptign one
to be remembered long for it's
wholesome character and fair deal- - .

ings. It was a great race, an I

leaves in bold relief that cardinal
virtue ambition.

Under lock and seal the ballot box
remained in the vaults of The Far-- .
mers Bank of Chariton County, this
city, during the last three days of
the contest At 4:30 o'clock sharp
right on the dot Wednesday' after-
noon the race was declared closed.
The judges lifted the box and con-

veyed it to the office of The Courier, '

and immediately thereafter, or a
soon as the votes could be tabulated,
the final count was made in the pres
ence of all candidates and other in-

terested parties.
Awards were made by the judges,

under the rules of the contest an-

nounced at the beginning of
according to the state-

ment below.

Finding of the Judges
We, the judges in the contest

conducted by the Courier and just
closed, after canvassing the findings
in the sealed ballot box and adding
this to the previous published totals
find ' the following candidates to - be
the winners, to the best of our con-

ception:
Votes

Misa Nell White .4,66910
Miss - Grape .. 2,210,300
Miss Zettie Sneed .. 1,596,770
Mrs. Jas. Bushnell 648,670
Miss Mary Huss 475,790
Miss Lenna Smith 408,110

Signed, A. F. Arlington, A. F. Tay-

lor, A. L. Sutter, J. O. Richardson,
W E. Sutter, Chas. Hayes, Judges.

The Courier asks the kind consid-

eration of all those who have hal
their names added to- - the Courier lis.
It will take some time to get all the
corrections and additions made. If
these little odds and ends are not at-

tended to within a reasonable bit
of time let us know and oblige the
management of the Courier.

Mr. and Mrs. Clem Oestrich were
in Salisbury Saturday shopping.

The Legion boys are giving a
dance on the 22nd which will be fol-
lowed by other activities soon. ,

METHODIST MEMBERS

Every member of the Methodist
church at Keytesville is urged anA
expected to be present this coming-Sunday- ;

that is, every one that is
able and can come.

Preaching Sunday morning at 11

a. m. Sunday' School at 9.45
League at 6:30. We will

dismiss the preaching service Sun-

day night to worship with ' the Bap-

tist church. O. L. , Hunt Pastor.

HUNTSVILLE TELEPHONE
SCRAP IS STILL ON

The farmers line some 27 different
organizations, are still scrapping tha-subje-

over with the local telephone
company. Estimates have been re-
ceived as to the cost of putting in an.
independent exchange and at this
time the matter is sort of hanging
fire while a live committee is on the
job attempting to raise, enough of
the long green to buy out the three-fourt- hs

interest of the present local,
exchange. They are having a.
beautiful time, and the farmers ara
a long way from being whipped.

THANKS FOR THE "ROSES

Morris, Minn, Feb. 9, 1922, Editor
Chariton Courier, Keytesville, Mo

far Sir: Find herewith, enclosed
check for $2.00 for renewal to th
Courier. I hate to have to pay twa
dollars per for the Courier just be-

cause I do not live in Missouri, but
I cant get along without it, aad Job a
D. Taylor's speech is worth the twe
dollars, especially to a Missouriaa '

way up north, a send her along for
another year. Yaws truly. M, 1L
Peanybaker. - . '


