
- -- **- w***-*** -** -

LOUISIANA POPULIST.
Subscription $1.00 Per Year. There is No Free Country, Unless the People Rule.

VOL. IV NATCHITOCHES, LA., MARCH 1. 1898.II.- -I . .. ... ... -- i , . ...- - il i .. ..

'THE JOURNAL'8 FLOP.
MOST BRAZEN PROPOSITION

OP W. R. HEARST.

Weould Abandon the Cause of Financial
Reform to Appease the Palmer-Buckner
Traltors - Eastern Democrats Over-
whelmingly for Blmetalitsm.

Of course, the New York Journal,
while abandoning bimetallism, claims
that it is working in the interests of
harmony and victory.

Upon what basis such a claim can
rest has not as yet been made appar-
ent. One thing alone has been alleged
by the Journal, and that is the neces-
sity of democrats abandoning their de-
mand for the free coinage of silver at
a ratio of 16 to 1. In the Journal's eyes
a ratio of 30 to 1 would not be objec-
tionable, and such a concession as that
simply adds the Journal to the list of
gold standard newspapers.

Attention has been called in these
columns to the result of the vote in the
electoral college, showing that the east
could not claim the right to dictate
policy, as its electoral vote in 1896 had
been unanimously republican.

Now, a glance at the record of pop-
ular sentiment, as expressed by the
vote of the eastern states, will show
whether the Fusionists and Democrats
are in favor of bimetallism and a ratio
of 16 to 1, or of the Journal's gold mo-
nometallism at any old ratio based on
the commercial value of silver. The
popular vote of the eastern states for
Bryan on the one hand and Palmer on
the other was as follows:

Popular Vote. Bryan. Palmer.
New York ........... 551,513 18,972
New Jersey .......... 113,675 6,373
New Hampshire ..... 21,650 3,420
Pennsylvania ........ 427,127 11,000
Vermont ........... 10,607 1,329
Massah•usetts ....... 105,711 11,749
Maine ............. 34,504 1,864
Delaware ........... 16,615 956
Connecticut ........ 56,740 4,336

Total ............. 1.338,142 59,999
If, in 1896, the eastern states gave a

popular vote of 1,338,142 for William J.
Bryan and the free and independent
coinage of silver at a ratio of 16 to 1,
while only 59,999 votes were polled in
these states for the advocate of the
monetwry theory now proclaimed by
the Journal, what assurance has the
Journal to give that it is not advising
the democratic party to alienate one
million three hundred thousand voters
to secure the support of a scant sixty
thouasand?

It cannot be denied that the democ-
racy of the east is on record for bimet-
allism. How does the Journal expect
.to'reverse the verdict of 1896?-Chl-
0ago Dispatch.

A Chasee to Open the Miiis.
Never in the history of New England

has there been a shut-down so com-
pletse as that now in operation in the
cotton mills of New Bedford. Not a
spindle is turning nor a loom in mo-
tion. There are eighteen mills involved
In the strike and a pay roll of $70,000 a
week is affected. Dispatches from Bos-
ton say: "A reduction in the wages of
abeot 15,.000 operatives employed in
'niarly 150 cotton mills in New Eng-
t•,,d wbleh the manufacturers decide

ais s a temporary remedy for the
:ytimp d depression'in the cotton
,,rads Industry of the north, has gone
.•odect in a majority of the mills.
At serl of the mill centers, namely,
RsiM Usdford, Biddeford, Saco, andi4 fstoa, Me., dissatisfaction among

s:,-"T i tUattnO in New Bedford is
' vl'. dt from a very gloomy light by the

ud:lnes men of that city, many of
iwhoao have not altogether recovered
:fro the deprueslon which followed the
fWte of six mill corporations last
spsFrl. The strike was begun in spite

: ltheib efors ofthes. men, of the pul-
i of the city,' of the board of trade,

.;gethe state board of arbitration, to
I I IU about a- settlement. The opera-

mate advocating the abolition of
ysitemns in addition to restor-

i eat amouats to about 10 per
) .a•it placei, but in several

12 IsUf 1 per cent, and even
i nbje In a few mills it is only

qat. o Over-production, the
of the south, low

i a geprally demoralised
lS ~ ur et, are said to be the

essebleh are assigned for
r the wage schedule. Many

-eltam that a decrease
o pr•oadtion will greatly
altuatoi, while others de-

,~ara1. do any good, The
,iseals'r seems to

Sof heii• s the mills
widas the -wter months at

. t t Shut-down be-
9* tl~ tb~y that it would

t to I se the
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In an interval of Mr. Butterworth's
public service he was creditably asso-
ciated with the Columbian exposition,
first as secretary and afterward as so-
licitor. He was painstaking, thorough
and at the same time unfailingly af-
fable. Some years ago he was a mem-
ber from the house of representatives
of the board of visitors at West Point
and discharged the duties of the place
as laboriously and conscientiously as
though the duties of that board were
of the utmost moment instead of being
as they are, in fact, a perfunctory and
pleasant incident.

Mr. Butterworth's fatal illness is
traceable to his activity in the New
York campaign which terminated so
disastrously to Gen. Tracy and the
Platt machine. While commissioner
of patents he entered the canvass bear-
ing a message from the President of
the United States to the Republicans
of Greater New York, which he deliv-
ered publicly. It was that the Presi!-
dent was profoundly interested in the
outcome, desiring above all things Re-
publican success. There was no with-
drawal by McKinley of these words,
but some of McKinley's friends en-
deavored to represent Butterworth in
a role entirely foreign to him-that of
a busybody who was speaking without
authority. Mr. Butterworth would never
have publicly stated that the President
had told him that he earnest desired
Tracy's success if such message had
not been intrusted to him. He labor-
ed in that campaign under the humili-
ation of partial repudiation of himself
and before its close went heavy-heart-
ed to Ohio, where he still further la-
bored in the Republican cause. At
Cleveland he was stricken with pneu-
monia. which was the precursor of his
death.

Butterworth, a kindly, earnest,
truthful man, was in a sense a
victim of his zeal for McKinley and
the treachery of McKinley's friends,
who were anxious that he should not
be identified, as Butterworth on un-
doubted authority had identified him,
with Platt's canvass in New York.-
Chicago Chronicle.

The New Dollar Mark.

Cuttlng Down Wages.

Those who are on the ground take
a condemnatory view of the wage re-
duction in New England. No doubt
business for the cotton mills is bad;
no doubt the protection which fails to
protect is being practically condemned,
but must the wage workers be forced
to bear all the burdens? This is a
question which is attracting the at-
tention of intelligent men in the east.
It has been asked by the operatives and
it is repeated by the press-at least,
that part of the press which is not the

.mere echo of plutocratic sentiments. In
discassing the matter the Boston Post
says:

"If there ever was a case in which a
cutdown from 10 per cent in the wages
of labor was unjustifiable, it is the case
of those cotton mills in New Bedford,
which have paid large dividends for
many years up to and including the
year 1897 Just closed. Profits which
permit the payment of dividends of 6,
9, 12 and even 16 per cent do not call
for a reduction of the labor cost of
production."

But those profits have been converted
into the treasury of the mills. The
managers see before them a dull period
of businesi. Superintendents must
have salaries .of $10,000 to $20,000 a
year. How are they to get them if the
wage of the operatives is not reduced?
However, the Post fails to see it in that
light, and says, with much emphasis:
"ThePmanagers of these great and pros-
peroues New Bedford mill corporations
are this time clearly in the wrong,
whatever may be said about the situ-
ation elsewhere. They have the sup-
port neither of the business communlty
of New Bedford, nor of the public at
lsarge, nor, as appears more clearly
from day to day, of many of their own
stockholders, and even directors." In
the meantime, however, the workmen's
wages have been cut and a strike is on.
-Chicago Dispatch.

Need of a erhaant Maraie
The development of the merchant

mrine of the United States has been
thi invrse, ratio to its progressa in ath-
er lines, In 1845 American ships ban-
diled 81 per cent of our imports and
exports. In 1865 the figurea had been
reduced to 75.8 per cent; in 1860 to 65.5
ar •ce•nt; inl18?0 to 36.6 per cent; in

13S to 17.4 par cent; in 1890
in 1.9 per cent, and in 1895 to
U~?itr aet. Ftr 189 the percenatage
oft tbb sad exports handled by

~i~~ ka~:d wroa1)'

STORY OP TWO YOUNG MEN.

One Defended His Country on the Field of Battle-The Other Bobbed It-Tet
the Former Is Pointed Out as an Anarchist by the Latter-The

81umbering Form of Justice Shows Signs of Awakening.

From New Time.
This young man did not give himself

to his country in the war of the re-
bellion. He had $40,000 in gold, and
when government bonds went down to
40 he bought $100,000. Uncle Sam has
paid the interest, $6,000 per annum, in
gold ever since, and exempted him
from all taxation which we will say,
is equal to 2 per cent. more, which
makes his yearly pension for invest-
ing in a "sure thing" $8,000. But even
this is not good enough for this man.
Our Uncle Sam therefore gave him
back $90,000 in national bank notes,
every one of which was indorsed by
Uncle Sam. Thus, in addition to his
pension of $6,000 a year in gold, with
exemption from taxation, risk, worry,
care and labor, he has enjoyed the use
and increment of $90,000 for over thirty
years. And besides all this, this "pa-
triotic" citizen who is so very jealous
of the "nation's honor" still has his
bond yielding him six thousand 200-
cent dollars every year, and his $90,-
000 bank notes, which yield as much
more at least. Then we find his pres-
ent worth to be as follows:
His bond, which is still yield-

ing him six thousand 200-
cent dollars per year at mar-
ket value, about........... 118,000

National bank notes .......... 90,000
Profits bank notes thirty years,

estimated ................. . 180,000
Saved in thxes thirty years.... 60,000
Interest on bond ............. 180,000

Now we find him worth.......$628,000
Reader, do you think he has been

fully paid for his kind of patriotism?
Or do you think he deserves still fur-
ther favors for his unspeakable patriot-
ism. If so, do you think our present
system of finance is "the best the world
ever saw?" Are you willing to have
our government make so much differ-
ence between its rich and poor citi-
zens? How do you suppose the legis-
lation, the workings and results of
which are here illustrated, was ob-
tained? Bondholder is worth, bonds
and interest, $628,000.

He belittles the soldier and calls him
an anarchist. But he does this merely
to hide his own iniquities. Some day
his guilt will find him out. Then the
soldier will put a rope around his neck
and hang him for treason to our flag
and our country. The days of the bond-
holder are about numbered. The time
is near at hand when he will have to
go to work.

REDEEM IN SILVER.

REAL MISSION OF THE STAND-
ARD DOLLAR.

How It May Be Used to Protect the
Treasury from Bank sharkg-Extraet
from an Art•lee by Senator Teller-
The Way to Bimetallism.

From an article by Senator Teller:
The retirement of the greenbacks, and
the substitution of national bank notes
to make up the amount lost by their
withdrawal, appears to be the present
scheme of the administration. Such a
proposition will never receive the
sanction of congress. It may be put
through the house by republican votes,
but if it came to a direct vote in the
senate it could not pass. It is foolish,
in the first place, to suppose that the
national banks would increase their
circulation. To retire the greenbacks
and treasury notes means a contraction
of $500,000,000. The circulation of na-
tional bank notes is less than $250,-
000,000, and if any man believes those
institutions would swell their circula-
tion to $700,000,000 and guarantee to re-
deem every dollar of it in gold across
their counters he is financially un-
sound. If required by law, it would
not be done, for the banks would sim-
ply go out of business. The idea of
retiring the greenbacks is based upon
a desire to get rid of the constant drain
upon the treasury for gold. If our
treasury were to adopt the policy of
France that drain would stop instant-
ly. When a holder of paper currency
goes to the Bank of France to have it
redeemed he does not know whether he
is to get gold or silver. The bank ex-
ercises its option, and our law contem-
plates that our treasury should exer-
cise its option, but it does not, and
right there is the trouble. Offer silver
for those greenbacks once and the
drain would stop. This, of course,
would not solve the whole situation,
but it would accomplish much, and
should be done. But it will not be so
onS Sau the 0g14 I oR l 4opinte gir
tre*sarr.

This young man had no money, so he
gave himself, with all that that im-
plies, to his country. He sacrificed lov-
ing sweethearts, friends, home, busi-
ness and all things both profitable or
pleasant. He shouldered his musket
and went South to do and dare that our
country might live and that the Dec-
laration of Independence and our Con-
stitution might not become obsolete
rubbish. Can pen or tongue ever tell
what'he suffered. Of the long marches;
of the lying under fire for weeks in the
trenches; of the hunger, cold thirst
and heat; of the lonely perilous hours
on picket: the terrific charges; the
hellish fighting where his comrades
were left in piles. He was following
the stars and stripes. How he shouted
as he saw Old Glory pressing on to
victory! How his blood tingled as he
read in the papers the fulsome praise
of the boys in blue! He was one of the
nation's defenders. He was fighting.
for his country. He was earning the
gratitude of coming generations. He
fought at Shiloh until a bullet wound
in the shoulder laid him low. He spent
two months in hospital and rejoined
his regiment in time to fight for
months in front of the heights of
Vicksburg. He isked his life on a
score of battle fields. He contracted
rheumatism from sleeping on the
steaming, blood-drenched ground. But
his patriotism never faltered. For all
this he received the munificent salary
of thirteen 35-cent dollars per month,
which was finally raised to $16t If he
had saved all this money till the "cruel
war" was over he might have had as
much as $600. Just think of it! He
might have got as much for his four
years' service as his rich brother re-
ceived for interest, etc., in nearly four
fortnights! Then added to all this mu-
nificence and "paternalism" our gov-
ernment has given him a pension of
$12 per month ever since 1890. Over
six whole years. Then it follows that
the old soldier's pension for a month
is nearly half that of the bondholder's
for a day. Old soldier is worth in
wages and pension, neither having
been used, say $1,400. Yet the old sol-
dier dearly loves the bondholder. He
believes that the bondholder did a pa-
triotic thing when he loaned that $40,-
000 to Uncle Sam. He never dreams
that the bondholder is a greater enemy
to the country than was the slave pow-
er. But he is learning the truth now.
The slumbering form of justice has be-
gun to show signs of awakening.

Thas*u to Dingley.
Prosperity and the Dingley tariff are

linked together. First came the Ding-
ley bill,and then followed dollar wheat.
When the great and all-powerful tariff
act became a law the farmers of Eu-
rope announced that they had no
wheat to sell; indeed, they had none
for home consumption. Prices for the
cereal went up, and the Republicans
sang a pean of praise and said,
"Thanks to Dfngley." Sugar stock
jumped 40 per cent and Standard Oil
stocks climbed 50 per cent, while Met-
ropolitan Railroad stock in New York
sells for 130 per cent-thanks to Ding-
ley. Trusts were never so numerous
and never so profitable as they are
now. Never were so many new com-
binations of capital formed; never were
the rich favored as they are at present
-thanks to Dingley. Senator Hanna
missed a point when he telegraphed
McKinley to the effect that "God rules
and the Republican party still lives."
He should have simply said with truth
and brevity: "Thanks to Dingley."
Seldom has there been a more genial
and kindly winter. The mercury has
gone up with a cheerful persistency,
and enthusiastic Republicans can but
recognize in this another proof of the
upward trend of all things since the
g.o. p. went into power. Surely they
are justified in saying, "Thanks to
Dingley."

Like an Advance Agent.
It is stated that Maj. McKinley may

visit New York this month to attend
a manufacturers' dinner. There is no
improbability in the announcement.
The President does not like to stay
many weeks continuously in Washing-
ton. He has a roving spirit, which
induces him to accept any Possible ex-
cuse for getting out on the road. He
labored hard to get into the executive
office and now that he is there is quite
willing to swing around the circle on
the slightest provocation.-.Ex

Worse Than a PIutocrat
Mark Hanna gives the lie to those

who term himz a plutocrat. There is,
after all, a lind~ot demarcation bet qga piltopat and a q9r'iaPtbonlst.

STAND BY THE RATIO.
"SIXTEEN TO ONE" THE ONLY

KEY TO BIMETALLISM.

Those Who Pretend That They Are
Opposed to the Ratio Would Not
Have Free Colnage at Any Ratio-A
Plain Proposition.

In the United States the battle for
bimetallism must be lost or won on
the ratio of 16 to 1. All considera-
tions require that the ratio should not
be wider than 16 to 1. If it were to
be changed at all it should be narrowed
to correspond to the ratio of the Latin
Union, 15% to 1, which would make it
easier for France, Belgium, Italy, Swit-
zerland, Greece, Spain and Russia to
follow the lead of the United States in
opening the mints to the free coinage
of silver. After the battle is won in
this country, the nations named will
still be retarded by an uncertainty as
to the effect on their currency of the
one-half point difference between their
ratio and ours. America, to secure
their co-operation, may ultimately find
it to her advantage to remint her sil-
ver at the ratio named. But, as we are
not assured of the support of those
countries, there is no reason why we
should, at this time, go out of our way
to oblige them, especially as they leave
us to fight the battle alone.

* * 6
In all arguments by our adversaries,

silver is priced in gold. Very well; as
words go, we can as well use that man-
ner of speech as any other. Remem-
ber, then, silver is priced in terms of
gold. With this for a basis on which
to work, let us compare the recent
centuries and see about what the ratio
should be, in the light of silver and
gold production of this century.

From the discovery: of America to
the year 1600 the world produced 30
ounces of silver to one of gold, and yet
the ratio was about 14 to 1. During
the next century the world's output
was 40 ounces of silver to one of gold,
yet the ratio was scarcely more than
15 to 1. In the next century, 1701 to
1800, the production was again 30
ounces of silver to one of gold, with
no appreciable change of the ratio; yet
there had been a variation in the ratio
of production of over 25 per, cent. As
both metals had free coinage, this dif-
ference of ratio of production was not
able to make itself felt in the commer-
cial ratio.

* * *

During the first ten years of this cen-
tury 50 ounces of silver were produced
to every ounce of gold, yet the ratio
was not thrown out of joint. In the
second ten years the world's production
was 49 ounces of silver to one of gold.
According to the theories of gold mono-
metallists, the ratios of all the nations
in the world should have gone all to
pieces at this sudden widening of the
ratio of production, hit the curren-
cies of the world were not unsettled,
and the wisdom of bimetallism was
demonstrated beyond reasonable argu-
ment. As the century wore on, new
gold mines were found, and the pro-
duction of gold increased enormously.
Thus, from 1850 to 1870 there were 5%
ounces of silver produced to one of
gold. If the thory of some that the
ratio of production regulates the ratio
of commerce were true, then the ratio
of value between silver and gold would
have been not 16 to 1, -but less than 6
to 1, But no such change in values
took place, and the truth of the blme-
tallic theory was again demonstrated.
From 1871 to 1895 the world yielded
17 ounces of silver to one of gold. Dur-
ing the entire period from 1800 to 1895
the relative production was only 13 2-3
ounces of silver to one of gold.

Thus, the sixteenth century gave 30
ounces of silver to one of gold; the
17th century, 40 ounces of silver to one
of gold; the 18th century, 30 of silver
to one of gold; the first 95 years of the
19th century gives 13 2-3 ounces ot
silver to one of gold. We have the
lowest productive ratio of four cen-
lowest productive ratio of four cen-
turies, and the highest coinage ratio;
and yet, in the face of all this, the
speculators in the yellow metal have
the splendid effrontery to stand up and
with long faces tell the nation that we
need a yet wider ratio.

The ratio of 16 to 1 is exceedingly
liberal. The wide commercial ratio
is due entirely to legislation hostile to
silver and favorable to gold. The
tremendous power of such legislation
is seen in the effect it has had on the
price of silver in a century of low sil-
ver production as compared to gold.
We must stand by the ratio. There
can be no compromise. Nothing can
now stop the onward sweep of the army
of liberation. If traitors get in the
way they will be crushed.

H. F. THURSTON.

Good Times for Plutocrats.
From the Flaming Sword we learn

that times are good (for the million-
aire) and prosperity booming as
Gage-d by the secretary of the treas.
ury who is scheming to do away with
greenbacks, and issue bonds instead,
for our "dear" people, whom the bank-
ers of lombard and Wall streets love
so well.d .u cater to their wauts so
faithfully. Such i-vie. In tb poor
man's indllHin a

SILVER IN INDIA.

(By George H. Shibley.)
The Indian government, in its an-

swer to the proposition to Join with
the United States and.France in the
free coinage of silver and gold at 15%6
to 1, makes this very important admis-
sion: "India has, since 1893, passed
through a period of serious tension and
embarrassment, alike to trade and to
the government."

This "embarrassment to trade" has
been due to falls in the average of
prices and the dislocation of the par
of exchange with the other silver us-
ing countries, and the advantage given
to English manufacturers through the
restored par of exchange with India.

Compare the foregoing evils which
India has experienced with the condi-
tions which have prevailed in the
other silver-using countries. In Japan
there have been rising prices and good
times to the producing classes until
the creditor class secured the adoption
of the gold standard of falling prices.

In Mexico there have been rising
prices, a bounty on exliorts, home
manufactures stimulated, and as a
consequence a grand era of prospelity.
This contrast is an object lesson which
is not being lost upon the producing
classes of the United States.

They did not all see these things in
1896, for these facts were denied by
the gold standard advocates; but the
prosperity which those advocates
promised has proved to be a prosper-
ity for those only who are benefited by
falls in the average of prices, and this
excludes the producing classes--95 per
cent of the population.

Indla's Money Famine.
India is suffering from an extreme'

stringency in the money market, and is
feeling severely the effects of the gold
standard. Dispatches from Calcutta
bring information that in order to meet
the monetary crisis a bill has been in-
troduced in the council to provide for
the issue of currency notes against
gold. The local resources have utterly
failed to supply the demands of trade.
In explaining the situation Sir James
Westland said the scarcity was "due to
the banlis remitting their capital to'
England," but he did not tell the cause
of this condition of affairs. The fact is
that this embarrassment to trade has
been brought about by the closing of
the India mint to silver. This has
produced a fall in prices and has given
a great advantage to English manu-
facturers; therefore, the money in the
banks of India has been drawn from
that country to England. The export
trade of India has been practically
killed, and it can never revive so long
as silver is discriminated against by'
the native mint. Sir James Westland'
further said that "the banks must
operate on commercial principles, and
no blame was attached to them." If,
then, the banks are not to blame, what
is the cause of India's financial fam-
inp? Evidently the closing of the mint
to silver, the consequent fall in prices
producing poverty among the people,
and the stopping of' export business.
India is receiving an object lesson on
the beauties of the gold standard. Will
the people of the United States be wise'
enough to take the hint?

Wolott's Report.

Senator E. O. Wolcott's unofficial re-'
port concerning the transactions of the
bimetallic commission, which he gave
to the senate, contains nothing new so
far as facts are concerned. It is evi-
dent that the chairman of the bimetal-
lic commission has not abandoned all
hope of securing an international
agreement looking to an enlarged usoe
of silver as money, but he expresses
the opinion that England is firmly fixed
in her opposition. Exonerating Pres-
ident McKinley from the charge of dis-
loyalty to the bimetallic cause, Senator
Wolcott is inclined to criticize the ac-
tions of Secretary Gage, against whom
he has declared war, and for whom he
has no kindly words. With sarcastie
emphasis Wolcott suggest) that it !s
premature to discuss the secretary of
the treasury's Republicanism, as
"Gage's advent into the party and the
cabinet were contemporaneous." While
declaring that bimetallism is not dead,
either in the United States or in Eu-
rope, Senator Wolcott is prepared to
make concessions as to the ratio of the
coinage in order to bring it to that
now accepted by Russia, Austria and
India.

This is the most significant utter-
ance in the "entire report, and will
cause the widest discussion.

BStarving the Children.

Men of means, who manufacture ar-
ticles that help the washerwoman to
gain a livelihood, are not as charitable
and humane as they are professed to
be. We know of one, not a hundred
miles from this office, who is of a
sanctified nature, and who drops "dol-
lars," into the church contribution bas-
ket, as a "Godly" offering, that would
rather starve orphaned little children,
also men who wish to make a home
with him, than kneel down at the sa-
cred altar and offer up a prayer telling
the world how he had constantly tri•q
to do his uttermost in 11elpIa. t~
poor out of thin Q9mpetlitvo w1i4r,-
Olfami Wreats.


