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been already so closely - examined, so-
elaborately and ably discussed—leaving
clear enoughin my mind the inherent
right of Universal Suffrage incontroverti-

ISHAM SWETT. - |aunxiliary on the same conditions, and
J. RANDOLPH, Jr , Cofamittee. | ghall be-entitled to send delegates to the

sadi jon it was re- | annual meeétings of the League.
i 5 e B ARrT. 5. Representativesfromthe sub-

of various propositions and addresses in
behalf of the education of freedmen,
among which was one defending negro

driven at Fisher and elsewhere,by aiding
to bring about free suffrage in my native
States 1 shall feel that I haye not lived

temporary power, or the flimsy paraph-
ernalia of place. -~ .

Ycu merely go with a calm confidence,

: ML e, SRS tirely in vain. As to whether I fa))
. d, with the : - 5 . it may be as well | manly dignity and christian intrepidity | €D Vs it significs little. b

; he law ; | ceived and afterwards adopted, o te with the State | bly established. But it may > . i or not in the effort it signifies little, but

3 ?g:%g:::i ;2;1:53?‘1;3{?:&:“1;? understanding that it should also be re- Egigﬁf w.;_!;:%‘&i‘:.‘;??th: ll’,éague sha'l toynotica, the opposition no doubt will|to demand a bare recoguition of those whether i that fall T'be found leagued

ferred to the first legislature of the State.

A committee of three was appointed to
present the address to the first body,con-
sisting of Harris, Galloway and Good.

A resolution to print 350 copies of the
Address was adopted, in conjunction with
another to supply each delegate with two
copies of the same. .

The next business considered was  the
16th recommendation of the business

rights which are involved in the very
acknowledgment of your Freedom. Ay
oppusing equivocation about the validity
of your elnim, or the least delay in grant-
ing that elaim will be an open insult to
your common-sense. The great question
of your right to liberty, or otherwise
citizenship,has already been affirmatively
decided on the eongressional .fornm and
on the battle field, and been ratified by
the unanimous consent of christendom ;
and as to any procrastination in its be-
it wment being adwmissable, you will
bear in mind that at this identical mo-
ment of time, you alone are regarded as
representing yourselves. You are held
at law nolonger as mihorsy &c , are held.
that is under a guardian. Hence what
is yours in part 18 yunrs in whole ; and

insist that by clothing the colarsd man
with this distinguished privilege, he will
inevitably be tempted through revenge
1o retaliate upon them avho have so long
held him in bondage. Now it 18 very true
that there is no disecovered policy, nor
will there ever be, by which offenders
may altogether screen themselves from
the natural and swiftly following effects
of théir own misdeeds. Who that opepx
his eyes upon things around him does
not perceive the conspicuous truthfulness
of tEg declaration— 5 ‘ .
“Whatsoever a man soweth that shall hs alas reap.”

However, is the late man-seller, alias
manstealer, so blinded by his master,the
Board, which record shall be open to the | jevil, as to dream that his condition will
inspection of the members of the League | he improved by a known persistence 1n
at all times. It shall be the further du- . wrong? No—whatever punlshment a

be a President, Vice-President, Record-
ing Secretary, Corresponding Secretary
and Treasurer, who shall hold their of-
fices one year, or.until their successors
are chosen and qualified, and who, with
five persons, chosen from ihe remeining
members of the League, shall constitute
an Executive Board. .
Anr. 6. Itshall be the duty of the
Presideut to preside at all meetings of the
League and the Executive Board. In his
absence these duties shall be ]l)ertormed
by the Vice-President. It shall be the
duty of the Recording Secretary to keep
s full and complete record of the doings
of the League and of the KExeeutive

Other important business was transact-
ed, when the convention adjourned to 2}
o’clock.

with truth or with error is to me (and
God grant we may all.an ﬁ_wl as to cach
other) of the ntmost vital importance.

The commiitee on the officers of the
‘Equsl Rights League ‘reported the fol-
lowing: - v '

" Pr-sident,J. H. Harris, of Wake ; Vice
President, J. R. Gomd, Craven’ Corre-
sponding Secrctary, Isham Sweat, Cum-
berland ; Egeenrive Committe, William
Cawthone, Warren ;v G. W. Milcher}
Cabarus ; Wm. Smith, New Hanover;
J. Roberts, Chowan ; J. Boreman, Cum-
berlant ; H.Fuller, Franklin; A. Pratoh-
er,’L. Johnson, Wayne ; Thompson, J.
T. Schenck, Mecklenburg; J. Nixon,

AFPTERNOON SESSION, - .
-At-the appointed hour, the Convention
was called to-order and opened with
prayer by the chaplain. '
Various addresses were then made by
members from different counties of the
State, when James H. Harris, of this _
city, on motion, presented the following ccsmm}ttee,l that colored teachers a:nd
address to the Constitutional Convention | Preachers be employed w-herf: they could
S Rt s Le ha'c! of com['me-tent c.u!txva.tlon. :
. Tothe Constitutional Comvention of North Carolna| Lhis propesition elicited a long debate,
and Legislalure to assemble thereafter: “|in which ten or twelve members partici-
Assembled as delegates from different portio:s of | pated pro and con. The discussien occu-
the State of North Carolina aud representing a large pied the attention ofthe convention from’

body of the colored population, therefore, we most
respectfully and humbly begleave to represent to

you, and through yeu tothe people of the Stat

something of our situation and our wants as & peo-

ple.

Earnestly disclaiming all wish to forestall your

action or to dictate in the solemn and i po

tani duties which have been intrusted to you, at
this most critical period, and confiding in your jus.
tice, wisdom and patriotism, to guard the intercsts
of all classes, and more particalarly of that class
which, being more belpless. will wost ne«d your
they but exercise |
the right guaranteed to the humblest citizen ip this,

just and kwnd consideration;

' their petition,

It is with reverent and grateful acknowledgment
of the Divine power and interposition, that we ac-
cept the precious roon of freedom, resulting as it
has from a prolonged and sanguinary struggle be-

tween two great powers, and finally decreed by th

pational will, we looked forward with contidence to
see the decree ratified by the whole people &f the

State. .

Though it was impossible for us to remain indiffer-

* ent spectators of such a struggle, you will do us the

justice to admit that we have remained throughoat | were received and adopted.-
obedicnt dnd passive, acting such part only as h s
been assigned us, and caliely awaiting upon Provi- |

dence

the Union. wkile we bave Leen obliged.to serve i

the camp, to build fortifications and raise sub-

sistence for the confederate army. Do you blam

os that we have, meantime, prayed for the freedom

‘of our race ?
Just emergiog from boudage, under which our ra-

hes groaned. lor two bundred and fifty years, and

sufferiog from its cousequent degredation, we ar

fully conscious that we possess vo power Lo control
* Jegislation io our bebai!, and that we must depecd
wholly upon moral appeal to the hearts and conscien

, ces of the people of our State.

Borh upou the same soil, aud brought up io an
iotimacy of relatiooship unknown to any otber state
of society, we have formed attachmeonts for the white
race which ruust be as enduring as life, and we can
conceive of no reason that our God-bestowed freedom
should now sever the kiudly ties which have 20 long

@nited usa.

Fitled with gratitude to Ged for His great blessing y

wb would bury in oblivion the wrongs uf the past

and wish to become more united, as well as more

useful and hanorable in our spbere of life.

We are fully conscious that we canpot long expect
the presence of gosernment agents, or of ths truops,
to secure us agaiost evil treaiment from Unreasng-
nbie prejudice, aud unjust men, yet we have no desire
to lovk abroad for protection and sympathy.—
We Evow we must fiud, both at hbome and
among the pecple of our own Btate, and merit them
by our industry, sobriety and respectful demeancr, or
s long and grievous evils. We acknowledge

morning.
MORNING SESSION.

r-

to order.

tent.

bate ensuad between Messrs.

o| Galloway, Ellison and others.

3 until 5 o’clock, when according to rule,
e, |an adjournment was had i1 Tuesday

Tusspay, October 3d, 1865.
Vice President Hacris called the bedy
After prayer by the Chaplain,
the unfinished business was taken up,
being the 16th resolution, concerning the
colored teachers for colored schoels, and
when they shall be considered compe-

On the motion to adept, a lively de-

Green,
The reso-
lution was finally laid on the table:

The following resolutions were pre-
sented by the Business Committee and

urer shall

ty of the Recotding Secretary to keep all
the books and papers belonging to the
League at the office in Raleigh. And it
shall further be the duty of the Record-
ing Secretary to take charge of and keep
in good order the offices and business
rooms of the League ; for the perform-
ance of these duties the Recording Sec-
retary shall receive such compensation
as the Executive Board may determine.
The duties of the Corresponding Secre-
tary and Treasurer shall be such as usu-
ally attach to such offices.

Board to take charge of the particular

The*T'reas-
give bonds in the sum of one
thousand dollars ($1,000) as security for
the proper disbursement of all funds that
may-come into his hands, and shall make
a report to the Executive Board of all
moneys received by him and expended
'under its order at its quarterly meetings.
It shall be the duty of the Exeentive

Our brethren have fought on _tha cide &Ff;

IResolved, That the members o' the
' Conveutivn whe assembled in Raleigh

n | on the 29th of September, in the African
Methodist Episcopal Chyrch, return their
hearty and siucere thanks to the citizens
of Raleigh and the members of said
o |church for the hospitable mauner in
which they have been entertained ; also
e!that we heartily thank the officers of our
Convention for the manner in which they
.| bave performed their duties.

Resolved, That our grateful thanks are
due to those benevolent societies at the
North who have so liberally proyvided for
the education »f ‘our children; and tothe
Freedmen’s Bureau for their efforts in
our behali—that we are especially grate-
ful to the intelligent and excellent ladies
who are now laboring in the Schools of
Raleigh and other parts of the Sgate.

Mr. Sampson moved that on the ad-
journment of this Convention it resolve
itself into a State Equal Rights League.
A Committee of nine were appointed in
relation to th® matter, consisting of
Messrs. J. H. Harris, Randolph. J. P.
Sampson, Bass, Schenck, Croom, Johp-

e

ARrT. 7.

ART. 8.

retary.

ART. 9.

om the first Tuesda
vear after 1865.
The meetings of the Execu-
tive Board shall be held at the discretion
of the President, and at such places as
he shall designate. Each meeting shall
revise reports from its agents and lee-
turers in regard -to all they have done
and all moneys collected ; which reports
shall be preserved by the Recording Sec-
It shall also be the duty of the
Executive Board, at each meeting, to set-
tle in full with its agents and lecturers.

All agentsshall be accounta-
ble to the Executive Board.

and general intereats of tho League, and
make such needful rules and regulations

=]

for the agcomplishment of the object of
the League as sound discretion and ne-
cessity shall dictate.
ther duty of the Executive Board to
make an annual report of its doings to
the League at its annual meetings.:
The annual meetings of the
League for the election of officers, hear-
ing the annual report of the Executive
Board and transactions of other business
of the League shall be held in such places
as the Executive Board may determine
y in E)ctol'_xer in each

It shall be the fur-

righteous Providence may see fit to inflict

sooner the ballot is placed in the hands
of his former slaves, the sooner will his
country and his posterity be dragged
from the revolting degradation to which,
through his suicidal agency, they have
been reduced by oppression.

Again, it is apprehended if the Freed-
man be allowed to vote he will therefrom
become ambitious of social equality. It

his rights untrammeled, he will natural-
ly take, agreeably to the divine regula-
tion and intention, that position to which
his merits shall justly entitle him—what
more desirable result as far as all parties
are conterned could be asked than this?
Yet, it is farther feared, the granting
of the voting -power and i's adjuncts
‘might lead him even to eméertwiu THE
wish of amalgamating with the whites.—
Well, such irregular intermixture had
sometimes occurred, and I presume if
there was anything degrading therein it
affected one side a8 much as the other.
Though doubtless for manifold reasons,
the greatest good of both races would be
subserved by avoiding an allianca of this
kind, still there is no more necessary con-
nection bétween voting as Freemen and
falling in love, than there is between not
voting as slaves, and being overcomge by
the tender passion. There is one guar-
antee on this peint which from some ob-
servation in the Northern as well as in
the Southern States, I would not hesitate
to make, Wz . that no true-hearted, loyal
colored person will ever comsent to force
8 marriage wich a white rebel ; but en
the other hand, from what. has already’
taken place, I am very much afraid some
strihgent enactment will be required to
prevent violent amalgamation on the
part of the whites with the colored.

Not to consume your time with trifles-—
I do most cordially hope that the Dele-
gates to the approachiag -convention of
the colored people in Raleigh will have
plainly and deeply impressed upon their
wmidds, the solemn duties intrugted to

upon him for the guilt-stained past, the]

by the objection is meant that by having|

what you are entitled to at all, you ure

of you than of others to be children ex-
cept (what is scripturally dirested) i
malice”” But since it is further epjoin-
ed upon you ‘“in understanding be ye
men’’—in the event of your -applieation |
heing withevident ‘‘maliceatorethought’ |
indignantly rejected, in case that the
great impartial principles, -of the Moral
Law shall as heretotore be contemptuous-
ly ignored, with the civilized-world-ap-
proved polity of the Lincoln Administra-
tion founded on-that law, which policy
v LY - v

was professedly to be carried “into effect
by the pres:nt Executive of the Federal
government—I say in case of all this,
then you may undoubtedly,with the con-
sent, approbatiqn, advice and assistance
of Congress and tha conntsyy -accepit the
mwnmﬁ , the only alternative, and, in-
finitely preferring death to slavery under
whatever form or name imposed, assume
those disputed rights, and in the fear of
God only strike in their’ defence and
maintegance, wherever, whenevér and
by whomsoever invaded. Rather than
résign ‘‘one jot.or tittle’’ of that Consti-
tutional Independence which has so long
withstood the angry storms of tyrannic
persecution, been baptised in the raging
fires of deadly strife, and sanctified by
the truly ‘“noble blood”” ot Martyrdom,
in the words of Poet Leavitt.—¢ We yet
will spill-the erimson flood 1™’ ‘

On going North linsisted on thespeedy
reduction of Fort Fisher, such being,as I
conceived sometime previously, a key to
the pretended Southern Confederacy.—
Possibly there were many others who
contemporaneously thought as I did, but
anyhow the beneficial effects of its over-
thyow soon became appurent. With it
went down that bléod-thirsty -Herod of
North Carolina—Gen. Whiting—the no-
torlous, epauletted, insurrectiouary min-
1on who prestmptuously with scrupulous
watchfulness and severe penalties, inte.-
dicted any approach of our unfetfered
citizens to our own ocean-embraced coast,

entitled to now. -Itis’expected no more |-

New Hanover.
After the aloption of a resolution en-
couraging sub-Leaghes in every County,
the convention aljonrned.

EVEN /NG SE4S!ON.
The convention met at ewly eandle

Fisk, Sap't. of Fréedmen’s schools for
the Sate of North Carolins, on the sub-
ject of education. After the conclusion

of Mr. Fisk’'s address the convention ad-
journed sine die.

——

- o

Negro Troops—What Gen Grant Says
The Springfield Republicap, a sort of
Bunsby among New Eungland country
newspapers, undeortakes to settle the val-
ue 0f megro troops as follows :

“The truth about’ the matter is, that
on geveral occMsions the negro troops
fought well. Taken together, they were
not equal to the same number of white
troops, and no. reasonable man ever sup-
posed they could be.”’ .

Would the Ktepublican perhaps consid-
er General Grant a ‘‘reasouable man,”
his:opinion being quite differcnton this
point? Gemeral Grant said- of the ne-
gro troops, ‘““For gnard duty and picket
duty, on the march and in an assault, I
consider the negro troops surpassed b
no soldiers in the world, and equalled by
very few.,”’ :

“But,” queried a listener,”’ does not
that include all you can say of a soldier?"
“Nearly, but not quite "all,” responded
the Lieutenant General ; ‘*what remains
is the abilitg to endure the steady ponnd-
ing ofe a protracted cimpaign.”’ ~ “Yes,”
saitl anothér questioner, “*but if the ne-
groes are good for everything else, why
not for that?'” ““I don’t say they are
not,”’ rejoined General Grant; ‘I only
say they have not been tried.”

The parties to that conversation were
General Grant, Edwin M. Stanton and
Heory Ward Beecher, and we had it
from the lips of the latter. We don't

light, an:l was aildressed by the Rev. Mr.

ARrt. 10. The Executive Board shall
be paid travelling expenses. °
Art. 11. A majority of the Execu~
tive Board shall. constitute a quorum for

think .the negro troops are in need of a
certificate, even from General Grant, but
we print the roregoing for the benefit of
such papers ag like to be sure of a respeoc-

lest some of us,like the Pilgrim Fathers,
should thereby (ecommitting ourselves to
the tempestuous billows rather than to
despotism) escape to sume friendly asylum

ston and Lattleton.
Bills for printing, &c.. to the amount
of — dollars were ordered to be paid.

with gratitnde that there are those amvong formner
slave masters who have promptly conceded our free-
dom, and bave mapifested a just and homane dis
sition towards their former slaves. We thiuk po

therq, no_twithsta.nding the unfavorable
predilections and other peculiarly adverse
circumstances with whieh, as a delibera-

. : : B tive body, they will be environed. Let|of libe . > table indorsement before they make n
h ,or very few at least, have lost their | _|doing all business pertaining to the ’ o] - Let|of liberty. There tumbled with tha = | ¢ SENEy P

-::l;.kifgﬂ?:zd?by i At e st An appeal was then made to the Con League. | them remember albeit, that success in | fortification and ingloriously ¢‘bijt th; their opihions.—N. Y. Tribune. - .

must be koown to you that many plaaters have | VOution toassiat in burying thesonofa| AR 19, This Constitution may. be the midst of such difficulties will be|dust’’ that ungrateful graduat of Wes . P

eitber kept the freedman In doubi; have wholly poor,refugee colored woman. The sum o 4 € 01 est

altered or amended by a vote of two-
thirds of the members of the League at
any annual meeting.

On motion of Mr. Galloway a Commit-
tee of three were appointed to wait upon
Gen. Ruger, a-king protection for certain
delegates retarning home where bitter
feelings exjst against the colored conven-
tion. Messrs. Galloway, Best and Little-
ton were & ppointed.

crowned with ten-fold glory, and be re-
plete with innnmerable and incaleulable
benefits—yes, blessings throughout all
succeeding ages. You will roon a pear
48 you are peradventure aware before a
cluss of men whose eympathies are not
with you ; of whom you may indeed say,
‘“We have piped unto you, and ye have
not danced, we have mourned unt» you
and ye have not wept.”” You are abont
to corfront in their representatives inhy-

Rev. H. W. Beecner oN Neero Strp-
RAGE.—Rev. Henry Ward Beecher open-
ed the political campaign at Plymouth
church last -evening, by a sermon in fa-:
vor of negro suffrage. He clainicd sufi-
rage as a right of the negro, although
he might ask it even on other grounds.
He was for universal suffrace, and would
Kive 8 vote to every man that lands on,
our ghores. At' the rame time, he he-
lieved tha the fonr millivws of Africans

deuied his freedom, or have grudgingly conceded it,
and while doing so have expelled his family from the
plantations which they may have cleared and enriched
by their toil through long and weary years. Some
bave withheld a just compensation, or have ¢ warded
such pay as would ot support the laborer and his
faniily. Others bave driven their hands away with-
cut sy pay at ail, or even & share of the crops they
bave raised. Wowmen with families of ehildreu,
whose lLuspands have been suld, have dird, or bave
w10t glully deseited them, have in rome cases beou
dhiven sway from the homes wtere, under slavery,
they bave §; ect s lifetime of hard service, Is ic jus:
or chriztian shus o thrust out apon the cold world

Point (I think,) that seceding, wolfish
renegade of a Northern State,Col. Lamb.
But even anterior to that period who did
not notice among- the  “‘first fruits of the
idolatrous secession-rebellion,; in its
obedient, infatuated victims belonging
to this very State—~who did not mark the
finger of superintending destiny and ‘the
scourge of retributive justice? What.
happened to the recusant Gov. Eilis?
What befell that art.l'ul-misohiui'makiug.

of $11 was raised for the purpose.
AFT:RNOON SESSION,

The Committee- appointed to report
upon the Equal Rights League asked that
the nominations of its officers be referred
to a special committee ; which was ap-
pointed, consisting of essrs. Randolph,
Nixon, Schenck, Brooks and Caswell.
- The general Committee of nine report-

F in : man feelings—deeply rooted, hichly : S now here conld be better trn :
belplérs families to porish? Theso grusser furms of | €d & ccnstitution of tne League which| Mr. E. P. Brooks, Editor of the Jour-|dan erous radicall!' it«oml] ghly | confederate tool (ther U 8. Senator elect) | the ballot tha n the Tris i with
P . " gel > Y y errgneous | Winslow, with u host of other insar o Fishmen and foreign-
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