
M t 

cTVjt 

STORIES OF 
THE FAKIRS 
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J. P. JOHNSTON 

Author of "Twenty Year# of 
Hus'ling," " What Happened 

to Johnston," Etc. 

W3L 
THREE GRAFTERS 

' "SOAP" THEIR DUPES. 

Shaving Soap Man Victimizes Lead
ing Merchants — $100 Paid for 
Every Cake — A Philanthropist 
•"Gives Away" .Soap Wrapped in 
Twenty-Dollar Bills—A Wonder
ful Demonstration with Laundry 
floap—Grafter Swindles a Circus 
Crowd. 

<CopyrJght, 1905, by Joseph B. Bowles.) 
When 1 was selling Yankee notions 

at auction in Michigan 1 encountered 
a grafter who9e special victims wero 
che leading merchants of small towns. 

His war> a shaving soap graft. 
However, the soap was of small con
sideration. , It was his skill in palming 
and manipulating dollar bills that 
•brought him success. 

He carried a single valise and a 
wmall tin box, the latter filled with 
-v<ery small cakes of soap, cut from bars 
of ordinary washing soap. Each case 
was wrapped in a piece of paper. 

Upon reaching a town he called upon 
the most prominent merchant and re-

• quested the loan of a barrel. This he 
--would roll out directly in front of the 
.mierchant's store, and, turning it hot-
-torn side up in the street, he placed 
:!ils tin box upon it. His plan was to 
-begin operations about two o'clock in 
-the afternoon, when the merchant vas 
least likely to be busy. 

As soon as an audience of two or 
-more persons was secured, he would 
-expatiate upon the wonderful merits of 
his soap. After removing the wrap
per from a cake of soap, he took a 
large roll of money from his pocket. 
Then, folding a $20 bill lengthwise, and 
wrapping it around the piece of soap 
In plain view of his audience, he folded 
up the soap and the $20 bill in the 
-original wrapper. Usually by this 
"time the merchant the grafter has se-
Mected as his victim was an interested 
•spectator. The grafter took the piece 
of soap in his left hand and held nis 
pocket knife in his right, so that he 
could easily clip off one end of the 
piece. 

,rWho will give me ten dollars for 
(this piece of soap?", he cried. "Is 

"I beg your pardon, but you didn't 
speak quick enough." Or if no .me 
offered, the grafter would clip off the 
end, and, looking into the face of seme 
other man, he would remark (as if the 
fellow had offered to take it): 

"I beg your pardon, sir; but you 
were too slow. Well, now, we will see 
what we have here." Whereupon tho 
$100 bill would of course be found, be-
causo it had actually been placed 
there. 

After criticising his audience and 
joking them a few moments: 

"Well, I am going to try it once 
more," he would say. "Let's seo if 
there is a speculator in the crowd." 

Again he folded the $100 bill length
wise. and apparently wrapping it 
around the cake of soap, he again fold
ed it in its original wrapper. 

"Now, I wonder if there is a specu
lator in this crowd with $75 in his 
pocket, who will give that amount for 
this cake of soap before I cut the end 
off. Bear in mind, I am offering the 
soap, and the soap only, for $75. Say, 
quick, gentlemen, or off it comes." 

The merchant, eager to make $25. 
would almost invariably reach for the 
cake, and prr.duce forthwith the $75. 

This smooth grafter told me at the 
supper table that for three months be
fore starting out he practiced the art 
of palming the $100 and substituting a 
one-dollar bill. 

He said that at first he had a groat 
deal of trouble with his victims, be
cause he worked everybody and any
body. However, he soon discovered 
that when he landed the "leading mer
chant" of a town, his victim invariably 
went to his private office to unwrap 
the soap, .and on discovering the de
ception, his pride would deter him 
from making an exposure. 

« * » • • 

Another soap grafter whom I knew 
was doing a thriving business follow
ing a cheap circus through the north
west. 

He carried with him an old-fash
ioned suit case or hand trunk. Pur
chasing several large cakes of wash
ing soap, he would slice them up into 
small cakes, and wrap each one with 
paper. After filling the tray of his 
hand trunk with these, he would drive 
out in a horse and buggy and by va
rious methods attract a large crowd. 

He would place a soap box upon 
the buggy seat, and on top of this his 
hand trunk, the object being to bring 
the latter up high enough, so that no 
one standing on the ground could see 
into it. 

Taking from his pocket a roll of bills 
of large denomination, he would care
fully wrap them around the pieces of 
soap; and rewrapping the latter in pa
per would place them .in the trunk. 

In the meantime he dilated in a most 
interesting manner on how a very rich 
uncle had died and left him several 
million dollars, part of which was to 
he given away within ten years. He 
said he had adopted this method of 
carrying out his uncle's proviso. 

"Now, gentlemen," he continued, "it 
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"Say Quick, Gentlemen, or Off It Comes.' 

<here a man in the crowd speculative 
«nough to buy it? Well, just to show 
you that some one has made a mis
take, I will clip off the end and show 
you." 

Then he cut off the end, unfolded the 
wrapper and exposed the $20 bill. 

"Gentlemen, a faint heart never won 
fair lady," he called out. "Nothing ven
tured, nothing gained. Remember, 
my friends, what your eye sees, your 
beart must believe. Fortune favors 
•very scheme, and it's a long road that 
.has no turn." 

Then taking out his Immense roll of 
1111s, he put back the $20 and se
lected a $100 bill, which, as before, he 
wrapped around the soap, in such a 
•nahner that {here qould possibly be no 
'deception. Again he held the piece of 
rcoap in his left hand, his pocket
-knife in his right. 

"Who in this crowd has speculation 
-enough to give me $80 for this?" he 
-would cry. "Remember, it'fl the soap 
rl'm selling, and nothing else. Who 
will give- me $75 for it before I cut 
the end oft?" 

Usually, by this time the merchant 
would say: "I'll take it," and if he did, 
-that instant the grafter would clip 
off the end and say; 

disposing of this large fortune, I woulc. 
hardly be expected to hand it out pro
miscuously to Tom, Dick and Harry. 
In fact, one of the stipulations mado 
by my uncle was that it should be 
given to worthy, responsible persons, 
and not to shiftless paupers. There
fore, in order to draw tlie line, a 
charge of one dollar for each cake of 
soap will be made during the first ten 
minutes, after that a charge of 50 
cents will be made during another ten 
minutes. By the way," he went on 
"that no hard feelings may be caused 
by some getting more than others, the 
understanding must be that no man 
is to open his cake of soap until ho 
leaves the .crowd. Also, no one will bo 
permitted, under any consideration, to 
purchase more than one cake of soap. 
Now, gentlemen, get your dollar ready 
and be in line to receive your part of 
this donation." 

By this time every man who had a 
dollar held it up, and, crowding toward 
the buggy, yelled at the top of his 
voice: "Give me one! Here! Here!" 
and to say that the grafter was kept 
busy, would be putting it mildly. 

To keep up the excitement, every few 
moments he called to some particular 
fellow: 

"No, sir; you have had one cake, 
and you can't have another; or you, 
either," pointing to still another** ''Re
member, gentlemen, you can't impose 
upon me; I am watching you. Don't 
try to buy but one cake, this must be 
a fair distribution. Who will have 
the next cake?"-

All this by-play only urged them on, 
and he was kept busy handing out 
soap, until it looked as if he had taken 
in Ciore cash than the circus. 

When the first ten minutes had 
elapsed there was no soap left for the 
next ten minutes' sale, which the 
grafter had promised. 

During the sale, if a man handed 
him a large bill or anything over a 
dollar he would refuse to take It, say-

«ing: 
"Gentlemen, make your own change. 

Don't give me anything over a dollar; 
if you do I'll not change it. Remem
ber, this is a donation, not a specula-

had a whole bar of ordinary laundry 
soap, and a basin of hot, soft water? 
Now watch me. Remember, I use only 
this tiny piece dt soap. Get out your 
watches and time me." 

Dropping the soap in the basin, and 
the handkerchief, also, with both hands 
be began scrubbing. Instantly tht La-
fin was full of soapsuds, and, inside 
of one minute by the watch, the hand
kerchief was as clean and whlta as the 
day it came from the factory. 

A yell went up from the crowd. 
• Now," said he, "I will pass it out 
at 25 cents per cake, or three cakes for 
50 cents." 

In less time than It takes to tell it, 
the half-dollars were simply pouring 
into his coffer. 

"Keep up the good work!" he cried. 
''Remember, economy is wealth, and 
the only road to success—one cake of 
my wonderful compound, double dis
tilled laundry and toilet soap will go 
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The Handkerchief Was as Clean and White as the Day It Came from the 
. ' Factory. 

tion. Don't expect too much of me." 
When ready to close "the office," as 

he drolly expressed it, he had the top 
part of his trunk and every pocket 
filled with dollar bills. 

On returning to the hotel, at noon, i 
asked him if he had any idea that 
anyone got a cake of soap with money 
in it. < • ' , ' 

He laughed and said if* they did It 
was a mistake on his part. Then he 
explained: In the middle of the tray 
of his hand trunk was a trap-door 
about four inches square, with a thin, 
flat, steel spring to hold it to its place. 
As fast as he wrapped the money 
around the soap, he would place the 
cakes upon the trap door, and, press
ing the door with his thumb, all would 
instantly be transferred to another 
part of the trunk. 

* * o * * 
Still another soap grafter, at Mar

quette, Mich., had a unique method of 
deceiving his audiences. 

He was selling what he called "the 
most powerful cleansing soap on 
earth." It was "his father's inven
tion," and a piece the size of a pea 
would make more lather and actually 
do a larger washing than could be 
done with a whole bar of ordinary 
soap, in much less time. 

As I passed by his room on the 
morning of his arrival, I noticed about 
two dozen bars of washing soap piled 
on the table. He was busy cutting 
up a lot of tin-foil to wrap around 
the pieces. 

That evening he drove out upon the 
streets, and after singing a few songs 
and playing several popular airs on 
the banjo he began a very interesting 
lecture on the manufacture of soap. 

At last he gave a small boy a quar
ter to bring him a basin of water 
from the town pump. 

Meanwhile he broke off a small 
piece from one of these tiny cakes of 
soap, and after rolling it to about (he 
shape of a pea. he said: 

"Now, gentlemen, I am going to give 
you the most wonderful demonstration 
of what can be accomplished with a 
piece of soap, the size of a pea, that 
has ever been shown, upon the face 
of the earth." 

Then he produced a clean white 
handkerchief, ar.d, p'eking up a 
wrench, said: 

"My friends, you all know that there is 
nothing harder to remove from a 
parment than axle grease. Now, thi3 
tuggy belongs to your liveryman, Mr. 

, and to give you a 
test of the worth of my wonderful soap. 
I am now going to remove one of 
the wheels from this buggy, and after 
thoroughly cleaning the axle with this 
perfectly white handkerchief. I shall 
with no more soap than this piece, the 
size of a pea. proceed to wash the 
handkerchief in this basin of cold, hard 
water, and make a perfect job of It. in
side of one minute by the watch." 

Climbing out of his buggy, and re
moving one of its wheels, he wiped all 
the black tar and grease from the axle, 
completely saturating the handkerchief. 

Replacing the wheel, he climbed 
back into the buggy, and opening up 
the handkerchief said: 

"Gentlemen, do you believe that 
there is a housewife in this city who 
could wash this handkerchief clean in
side of 10 or 15 minutes, even if she 

farther than a dozen bars of ordinary 
soap." 

When he had finished, every man 
was soaped, and the grafter was loaded 
to the brim witn half-dollars. 

Like all other "grafters," one night 
was as long as he could remain in a 
town. 

A few days after he had gone the 
livery man, from whom he had hired 
his buggy said to his foreman: 

"Say, Jack, that little red-geared 
buggy needs oiling. It came in squeak* 
ing and groaning a few minutes ago." 

"Oh, yes," said Jack. "You know 
that soap man who was here the other 
night? Well, he took oft one of tha 
hind wheels, wiped off all the grease 
and oil, and put on a lot of tar soap 
in its place." 

VITALITY OF YELLOW RACE 

More Vigorous Than Caucasians If 
Flourishes in All Cli

mates. 

Before the foundations of Rome were 
laid there was a homogeneous people 
dwelling in China with a form of 
government and no mean degree of 
civilization. Rome flourished for 11 
centuries and became the empire of 
the western world, then decayed and 
passed away and her civilization be
came the heritage of others. But 
China remains as a united empire to 
this day. In this marvelous continuity 
in the past lies the promise of the 
future. 

It took the nations of Europe 2,000 
years to advance from barbarism to 
their present position. It took the 
Japanese, a branch of the yellow race, 
a generation" to adopt and apply all 
the best results of this long struggle. 
We are told that when the present 
emperor of Japan was a boy the sort 
of training that was supposed to fit 
him for the part he was to be allowed 
to take in the government of his 
country was making artificial flowers. 
He is only now just over middle age, 
yet he rules as a constitutional mon
arch over an empire with which the 
most advanced and most powerful em
pire of the west was glad to form an 
alliance as with an equal. His navy 
has driven the Russian flag from tha 
China seas. On land the tactics and 
strategy, the endurance, self-sacrifico 
and bravery, the care for the wound
ed in the field and the splendid hos
pital arrangements of the Japanese 
army are the admiration of the civil
ized world. 

In the world's history there is noth
ing like the advance of Japan in the 
last generation. We see some of the 
results of the adoption of the civiliza
tion of the west by 30,000,000, of th« 
yellow race. Will anyone who really 
knows him venture to say that the 
Chinaman is less well equipped mental
ly and physically? 

Most Powerful Cruiser. 
The Natal, launched in England oa 

September 30, is the most powerful 
cruiser in the world. Her tonnage is 
13,550, she has a speed of 22 knots and 
she carries six 9.2-inch and four 7>Jnch 
guns. All her guna are loaded «n1 
rotated by hydraulic power. 

RELATED OF ROYALTY. 

The duke of Abruzzl is reported to 
be organizing an expedition to explore 
Central Africa. 

The kaiser already has six autos, 
and now has ordered seven more in 
one lot. Meanwhile his horses are 
eating their heads off 4n the stable. 

Lord Elgin claims to be the direct 
descendant of the male line of King 
Robert the Bruce, whose sword and 
helmet are kept at Broomhall. He la 
a godson of Queen Victoria. 

Baron Pronay, a millionaire mem
ber of the Hungarian upper house, haa 
promised to give away his entire for
tune, except about $375 a year each 
for his wife and daughter, to recoup 
officials who are dismissed for refus
ing to pay the taxes collected into the 
government treasury. 

The earl of Lytton will try the ex
periment of giving his tenants an op
portunity to live on their own free
hold land and with that object he has 
sold at auction 107 plots on his Kneb-
worth estate on easy terms. Kneb-
worth has been the home of the Lyt-
tons since the time of Henry VII. 

Biron Alphonse De Rothschild gave 
legacies to 119 men and women who 
ha>e done things to benefit the world 
In <ine way or another. These people 
have now got together at Paris aad 
published a book of eulogies on the 
dead banker. In token of his gen
erous patronage of the arts they also 
wish to put up a monument to him in 
the French capital. 

The duchess of Sutherland, who has 
recently had a play produced on the' 
London stage, is an author as well as a 
dramatist. She began early with a book 
on "How I Spent My Twentieth Year." 
Since then she has written one or 
two novels and some short stories, and 
has contributed various articles to the 
discussion of social questions, in 
which she is much interested. 

Grand Duchess Marie of Russia la 
the only daughter of Grand Duke 
Paul, brother of the late Grand Duke 
Sergius. The former was banished 
from Russia after his second mar
riage, which waa regarded as a mes
alliance, and his little daughter be
came tl4P ward of Grand Duke Sergius, 
who, it will be remembered, was as
sassinated some months ago. The 
youthful grand duchess is only 15, very 
pretty and sweet looking, and she is 
generally designated the Cinderella 
of Russian princesses. 

SOME STAMP NOTES. 

At a recent London auction sale a 
12 pence, 1851 Canada, imperforate on 
laid paper, realized $200. 

Of the three provisional stamps re
cently issued in the Danish West In
dies made by overpiinting four, five 
and eight-cent values "5 BIT, 1905," 
none arc now obtainable. 

A book will soon be issued by the 
Junior Philatelic society of London, 
"The Stamps of the United States," 
treating in a popular style our regular 
postal issues. 

Obock is a French possession on the 
Red tea, and it is reporte.i that its 
capital city ia a village of huts. It 
is nevertheless civilized enough to 
have postage stamps as witness 52 
different varieties during the years 
1892, 1893, 1894. 

A very efficient committee haa been 
given charge of arrangements for the 
annual convention of the American 
Philatelic association to be held in 
Boston next August. As the leading 
stamp society in the country a very 
large attendance will be planned for. 

The earl of Crawford is adding to 
his laurels by calling at the islands of 
Tristan da Cunha in the capacity of 
mail carrier. One thousand miles west 
of Cape of Good Hope, isolated as they 
are, the barely 100 inhabitants of this 
group of islands will appreciate the 
favor done them. 

It looks as if John P. Green, ynited 
States postage stamp agent, will be 
minus a job one of these days, the re
cent reorganization of the post office 
department leaving nothing for him 
to do. When the next appropriation 
is made there is no salary in it for 
a stamp agent. That work in future 
will be under the stamp division. 

The public is warned against writ
ing mything except the address on 
the face of pictorial cards intended 
for parties in the Netherlands. The 
Dutch postal law provides that in case 
there is writing on the face of the 
card the recipient is fined in the sum 
or six cents, our money. The card 
with writing on the face is regarded 
as a letter underpaid and the rule of 
assessing double postage applies. The 
6ame rule also applies if the words 
"Po3t Card" are not printed on the 
face. 

TARTARIC TRUTHS. 

The rest cure becomes a habit with 
some 'people. 

Even in blue blood you will often 
find a streak of yellow. 

The average man is perfectly will
ing to make a fool of himself if it will 
please some woman. 

Mediocrity's favorite criticism of 
cleverness is that it is in "bad tast»." 
But mediocrity can never define * biid 
taste." 

Have an Advantage. 
The Russian students seem to have the 

advantage of the American students, all 
things considered. - . A revolution: is sub* 
•tanviiaUy as distracting and brutal at 
football, and there isn't so strong a taint 
of professionalism about it.—Life. 

Commercialism. 
"Do yt u think this government It 

safe?" 
"One of the oest investments* I know 

of," f.nswered the sordid politician. "Its 
possibilities for paying dividends hnven't 
been scratched as yet. —Washington Star, 

Glad to Drop the Subject. 
Stoik Broker (to future son-in-law)— 

I've been making inquiries about you. 
Gayboy—And 1 about you. 
"On, nave you? Then we'll talk about 

something else."—New Yorker. 

A Vew Being. 
Shepard, 111., Jan 8th (Special).—Mrs. 

Sarah E. Kowe. who is residing here, says 
she feels like "A N%w Being," although she 
is in her fifty-seventh year. Why? be
cause she has taken Dodd's Kidney Pills, 
that well known medicine that has put 
new life. into old bodies, and has come 
as a God-send into homes of sorrow and 
suffering. She says:— 

"No one knows what awful torture I 
suffered with Rheumatism and Kidney 
Trouble, until I got cured by Dodd's Kid
ney Pills. This grand remedy drove the 
Rheumatism out of. my body, nothing else 
ever did me any good. Dodd's Kidney 
Pills are worth one hundred times their, 
price, for they have made me, though I 
am fifty-seven years old, a new being. I 
am in better shape now than 1 ~ave ueen 
for many years, and I owe it all to Dodd's 
Kidney Pills." 

Simple Process. 
Sharpe—Want to borrow my pistol? 

What for? 
Simple—To blow out my brams. 
"Poof! A pair of bellows will do that! 

—N. Y. News. _ 

AWFUL ITCHING ON SCALP. 

Hair Finally Had to Be Cut to Save 
Any—Scalp Now in Good Con

dition—Cured by Cuticura. 

"I used the Cuticura Soap and Ointment 
for a diseased scalp, dandruff, and con
stant falling of hair. Finally 1 had to cut 
my hair to save any at all. Just at that 
time I read about the Cuticura Remedies. 
Once every week I shampooed my hair 
with the Cuticura Soap, and 1 used tne 
Ointment twice a week. In two months' 
time my hair was long enough to do up in 
French twist. That is now five years 
ago, and I have a lovely head of hair. The 
length is six inches below my waist line, 
my scalp is in very good condition, and no 
more dandruff or itching of the scalp. I 
used other remedies that were recom
mended to me as good, but with no re
sults. Mrs. W. F. Griess. Clay Center. 
Neb., Oct. 23. 1909." 

Usually when a man reaches the turn 
in the lane he finds that it turns in the 
wrong direction.—Chicago DaJy News. 
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Lydla Em Plnkham's 
Vegetable Compound 

is a positive cure for all those painful 
ailments of women. It will entirely 
cure the worst forms of Female Com
plaints. Inflammation and Ulceration, 
Falling and Displacements and conse
quent Spinal Weakness, and is peculi
arly adapted to the Change of Life. 
It will surely cure. 

Baokaohom 
It has cured more cases of Female 

Weakness than any other remedy the 
worl d h as ever known. It is almost in
fallible in such cases. It dissolves and 
expels Tumors in an early stage of 
development. That 

BeaMng-down Fooling, 
causing pain, weight and headache, is 
instantly relieved and permanently 
cured by its use. Under all circum
stances it acts in harmony with the 
female system. It corrects 

Irregularity, 
Suppressed or Painful Periods, Weak
ness of the Stomach, Indigestion, Bloat
ing, Nervons Prostration, Headache, 
General Debility. Also 

Dlzzlnoso, Faintnoss, 
Extreme Lassitude, "don't-care" and 
" want-to-be-left-alone " feeling, excit
ability, irritability, nervousness, sleep
lessness, flatulency, melancholy or the 
"blues," and backache. These are 
sure indications of Female Weakness, 
some derangement of the organs. For 

Kidney Complaints 
and Backache of either stx the Vegeta
ble Compound is unequalled. 

You can write Mrs. Pinkliam about 
yourself in strictest confidence. 
HDH B. PIHKlJkl •£». COw, lyaa, Bus. 

and we will *fcow jtm 
w how to m»ke• 3 a •baoluMy sun; we 

famUll the work tod teach yon free,y.«worki« 
ftw locality where 7011 lira. Send us your mddraa uxi we will cspUin th.bu.Ueu tally, ramembwwe ctwnnte* »ttar profit 
ot 13 for eT»ry4>7-9w»rk.»baolut«iy I"1?**1 
BOVKt •atriii •1 11— CO 1 9m 1370 Irtwit, 

ANTi-GRIPINE 
AtpPWE 

IS GUARANTEED TO CURE 
GRIP, BAD COLD,HEADACHE AND NEURALGIA. 
I wont mil AittSrlplM to a dealer who won'tGnarralet 
It. Call for your HOKKT BACK IV IT DON'T CTTBE. 
*V W. M>iemert M.I*., Manufaatnrer, SjpringJieiti, Mm» 

WE 
BUY FURS-HIDES 

Obtain 10 ta SO% »po> caih fbtBAW rvuS, CATTLE and BOSSE BIDES by 
pbipplns to natnaa celling at homa. Write for iPrioe List, market raport, ahlpping tan 

1S82 Hunters' and Trappers' Guide US 
emmWM. IHnrtnMu «H ITS AHUILS. Me mil, cloth bow& All abort trapping kind* Ft 
Trmpt, Decor*. Trmppen' feenta. Priee lljtt. To Kid* nl hi Milpmie II. Bld«a#nned Into 
hNPVMlnK* ai* eats ta»Uf. AUUUKK i — 


