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(% differs tm‘uami. mind of the edu-

; s’nmunbdings. 1 agree

L] thiS man was a great orator.

| mental fire,
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B GREATEST
| " THIEF N MINOT

Scm‘ton

hodis. gbiscopal Church,Minot,

.D.i-% a Crowded' House, by
the Pa., , Rev. (. L. Powell,
Ph. D.,0:. Sunday Night, March
18, 1906, Stenovgraphically Re-
ported, and Published by Re-
quest.

‘ ched. in Vincent Me-

i Whoisit? Whatisit?! You will tind
the text in the: Acts of the Apostles,
m chapter, and the lasi part of the
th verse:' “Felix trembled, and ans-

| wered, Go thy way for this time; when 1

[ aAve a conveniont season 1 will call for
thee' The whole verie Feids thus: "And

s b | reasoried of - righteousness, tem-

bc‘:;nd' mdzner:;a‘ra c:no. Fo'lix
‘Fem and angwered, Go thy way for
thisn time; gﬁﬁ‘ T have a cznv'e:ion,t
weason I will call for thee.”

1 Heapd'an ethipesit ediic
¢nviFlgl “3_ : r’{e ich ‘Spé
losb Shers sy sor u&‘ﬁ %5
supremns i h?u lite. Now, doctors
differ, gréat minds differ, \i_d small
minds differ too, and this small mind

cator who spoke recently in our eity
and laid emphasis on . environment or
ings v in part, of
course, but yot differ'in part with that
statement, for 1 believe this,—that there
is in life an all:supreme moral or spiri-
tual dymanic, that makes man master of
his surroundings, makes man control
his circumstances, makes conditions
bend to his will: and instead of having
circumstances, conditjons, surroundings,
environ nent supreme, you have man
himself standing in the history of the
ages as all supreme and all important.
Paul is an illustration of this thought.
He had been accused by his enemies of
raising up a sedition,and acertain man
by the name of Tertullus had been
hired by the Jews to accuse Paul: and
if, ypu will read the 24th chapter of the
Acs of the Apostles you will tind that
I sup
the Jews thought that if they could
throw the glamour of oratory about the
occasion, Paul would succumb and they
would silence the leader of the despised

j sect; called “the Nazarenes,” but they

recitoned without their host. Ior not
only was Tertullus an orator but Paul
was one also, and we tind him posses-
sing real genuine oratory and logic and
rivalling those qualities
which the Koman orator possessed; and
so much did Paul show his mastery
of circumstances, that he was a conque-
ror of environment and had it under his
heel, that the man representing the im-
perial power of Rome, Felix, and his
unprincipled paramour Drucilla,
trembled. So much, I repeat, did Paul

Ml have circumstances, environment, under

I

his control that the power of Rome

| represented in Felix, trembled, wavered

'

|

e

i th§ American continent?
tion.

and shook. When Paul reasoned of
righteousness, teniperence and judgment
to come, the man all supreme, 1n Pales-
tine in that day, trembled before Paul's
mighty words and saiq, “Go thy way for
this time Paul: when I have a convenient
season I will call for thee.”

Now. what is the greatest thief in
Minot? Tha name is given by implication
in cyf next. Procrastination. What is the
greatest thief in North Dakota? Pro-

rgstination. What is the greatest
thief in the United States?
nation.

Procrasti-

Procrastina-

Why, just one instance will prove
that it is. Go back to history, when
Queen Elizabeth was dying, she gave
expression to an utterance that has
come down to us to-day as a warning,
and by which Elizabeth will never be
forgotten, namely, “A million of money
for a moment of time.” Procrastination
not only steals a man’s money, it steals
his opportunites, steals his privileges,
steals the dearest things of life. Pro-
crastination steals a man's present and
it mortgages a man's future an claims
it. too. It has been truly called the
“Thief of Time,” and 1 would like to add
another titleand eall it thn “*Murderer
of Souls,” for it 1s the primal cause. ex-
ceeding all other causes, of the murder
of millions of men and women livingin
Christian lands. Murderer of souls
art thou, Procrastination!

Deliberate rejection of Christ is very
rare.
short life who will deliberately reject
the Lord Jesus. 1 once came across a

What is the greatest thief on |

I have found very few men in my |

lmn I thought the spirit of God had
left forever, He was dying of consump-
tion, and when 1 spoke to him about his
end he looked at me with a cynical
smile and said, “Oh, I am not going to
be present at iny owa funeral.” I was’
silenced. I didn’t know what to think
of the hardness of heart of a man so
near the grave, who would look inte the
face of a poor follow who had come to
speak to him about his soul - and he
belonged to the “upper ten"” of 'the
town, and his parents were active in
church work - and, with an almost sar-
donic smile, say, *1 am not going to be
present at my own funeral.” Tleft with
him a'book, “The Christian's Secret of
a ngp’y Life,’ and within 48 hours that
man had become gloriously converted.

When I went to him two days after-
wards that smile had passed away, and
upen his face was a heavenly n'd".lf:

most, a joy unspeakable, not to

inted by amy words of mine,

eliberate rejection of Christ is very
rare, but it is very common to hear men
#ay, to the question, “Why do you not
acvept-the Lord Jesus -as your Savior!
“Not w;nitm_." or, in the historic words
of old ‘Felix, the Roman Governoriof;
Palestine attered two thousand years
or so #“Go . thy way for this time;

ii] whon | nre s conraniant. ssesen .1 wil

Let me show you that this procrastin:
ation, this putting off of the
cl *God ' upon the human

thief, ' the worst thiel l

Let me show you that precrastination
is a rogue, an historic rogue, and it is
astounding that men and wowmen who
reflect; men and women who are intelli
gent, who are keen, alive, always on the
qui vive, and yet when it comes to re-
flection upon the great eternal interests
of the soul they seem to be so unde-
cided. 50 uncertain, so—se—words fail
me. Itis;amazing to I think of men,
keen, logical, business-like, judicial,
considering both pro and con, putting
one against another, coming to an intel-
ligent, masterful conclusion in other
matters, but when it comes to matters
of the soul, they are undecided or rath-
er, they decide against their best in-
terests,

In the tirst place 1 remark that pro-
crastination helps a man todeceive him-
self, Don’t you despise a deceiver? The
essence of alieis in its deception. For in-
stance,] once went into my aunt’s house
and I had a pair of shoes on that 1 had
bought for myself that were a little
large. My aunt looked at them and said,
“You have.a nice pair of boots on,” and
I said, “Yes, but they are a mile too
long.” She said, “Gideon, I thought
you were a Christian. That's a lie.” |
replied, “It is not, it is only an hyper-
bolical expression! The essence of a lie
is in its deception. Now, if I gave you
to understand that the boots were paid
for when they were not, that would be a
i lie.” She said, *That is not so: what
you said was a lie,” and 1 answered
“Then I am in good company,” and I
opened the Bible and read these words
of the Psalmist: “Let the Hoods clap
their hands: let the hills be joyful to-
gether.” Whoever heard of tloods that
had hands, and if they did, of their
clapping them? \Vhen you use a hyper-
bolical expression there is no deception
in it. 'The lie that is acted is a white
lie, the worst kind of a lie: and I accuse
Procrastination tonight of being the
greatest Thief in Minot because of its
deception. It has been deceiv-
ing some of you for the last twenty
years, perhaps, and others for the last
tive years. Procrastination deceives a
man when it says, “Not yet. nut yet, it
will be all right some day.” Now, you
don't intend to finally reject the Lord
Jesus Christ, but you wmust enjoy life,
and you must be rich, there is plenty of
time for you to become a Christian
Hear me! That is the essence of de-
ception, and I believe in my very soul
that it the uncorverted men and women
in this congregation believed that they
had sinned away the day of grace—that
there was no hope of Heaven for them
you would be the most miserable, the
most unhappy persons in this city: and,
furthermore, 1 believe that the very
thought would drive you toinsanity. Yes,
if you thought that the day of grace
had been forever sinned away. that there
was no salvation for you, that you would
be lost through all eternity, the very
thought would take such a deep hold
upon your convictions that you would
}become insane. (Once a young man left
| home, but before he took his depariure
his mother gave him a Bible,and marked

this text, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of

| God and His righteousness, and all these
|
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Senius Christianson,
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to build.

I can save you monzy if you want
Some of Minot’s
buildings have been erected by me

Enquire at Bovey-Shute Lumber Yard.

Minot, N. D.
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“It’s cheaper to buy;good
bread than poor flour.”

That's what our cus-

MOTHER’S
BREAD.

It is Our Exclusive Pateat.

say about
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LANDER o

heoart, is: a !
tho'fmtegt thiefin all Minot and in all"
the land.

| man heart?

‘things shall be added unto you.” The
reason why a great many men_ do net
succeed is because they begim at the
wrong end. Make a partriar of God in
your business and if the Bible'is true,
ou are sure to succeed.  T'he young fel-
ow said, *No, mother, when 1 get rich
I will become a Christian.” The lirst
Sunday away from home, as was his
custom, he went to church and the
minister preached from that text. Dur-
ing the week he wandered around and
the next Sunday he went to another
church and the preacher preached from
the same text. He made up his mind
he would not go to church, and for
years he absented himself from the
house of God, and when he did go he
heard a third minister preach from the
same toxt. The years passed, hia woth-
er died, and after the death of his
mother he began to think about his life,
He was still trying to get rich, and was
no richer than when he left home. Why?
He began at the wrong end. And 8o he
made up hia mind he would go tochurch
and. try to become a_Christian. D.
some time later, he met Mr. Moody he
said, “Mr. Moociy. 1 tried, I have been
trying these years, but mmy heart is as
rd as a stone. I have no feeling and
no deiire. 1 would give the world if'1
£ould hecome n Christiun, but I cannot.’
The thought preyéd-upon his mind until
he became insane and was taken to the
asylum; and everybody who went thers
after that was wet by the lunatic point-
ing his finger heavenward and repeating,
“Seek first the Kingdom of God and Hie
righteousness and all these vhings shall
be added uanto you.” The thought had
burned itself into his soul. Mr. Mood
visited him a few days berfore he died,
and he uttered the same words, *“‘Seek
ye first the Kingdom of God and His
rtghteousness and all these things shall
be added unto you." IHe died a lunatic
and he was buried in a lunatic's grave.
Men! Men who think! Do you mean
to tell me that you will blame an end
like that upon the God of Heaven? Do
ou mean to tell me that Providence
ad anything to do with that man’s in-
sanity? Never! That man was de-
ceived: he was deceived through the
years; he never accepted Christ: he was
buried in a lunatic’s grave. DBeware
men! But you say, *I am not like that,”
No, not now, but you may be some day!
Procrastination comes to you and says,
“that is sensible—keep on." Hear me!
Because you have the idea that some
day you are going to turn over a new
leal, your present rejection of the Lord
Jesus does not appegr to you, but your
present rejection and your giving the
guidance of your life into the hands of a
Thief, show your unspeakable baseness
and ingratitude. Being blinded by the
God of this world, the present baseness
of your rejection of salvation does not
appear.

In the sccond place 1 remark that not
only does Procrastination, or the “T'hief
of Time,” nnply deception, but it sup-
poses two things: Iirst, that another
opportunity will cortainly be given.

other time.” Secondly, it supposes that
the heart will be as ready to acceot
Christ afterwards as now. That is the
second nnplication of Procrastination.

If these two propositions or suppositions |

are not tolerably, then Procrastination
is sheer wadness, for no =ane man
would throw away his one chance of
life.

First: Is not life proverbially inse- of the possibility of a man i
cure? Listen to the Bible! Job, lhefhnmsullm that place somewhere in the |

14th chapter and tirst and second ver-
ses: “Man that is born of woman, is of
few days, and full of trouble He
cometh forth like a tower and is cut
down: he fleeth also like a shadow, and
continueth not.”! Man a shadow! The
old Canannite Job,in speaking of the bre-
vity of life compares it toa shadow. “He
fleeth also as a shadow and continueth
not!” And coming down through the
centuries James says: “Whereas, ye
know not what shall be on the morrow,
For what is your life? 1t is even a va-
pour, that appeareth for a little time,
and the vanisheth away.” And every
time you stand at the grave side
of a friend and hear the Methodist or
Episcopal services repeated, what do
you hear? *In the midst of life we are
in death.” Islife secure? Isit? Isit?
Men, if this life is so secure, why do you
have your 'life insured? Every man
who has no money or property behind
him ought to have his life insured. 1

*A convenient reason, not tonight,some | o : . .
¥ 2 Y nal.” Both words are used in the Greek.

hed.| Kternal allon a single chan:e upon the

l
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|
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|
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but if death does come the man unsaved
is rained. beyond recovery. This pro-
cedure of postponing salvation to an
opportune eccasion is not a practical
problem;it is not workable. Men do
not proceed in business upon that prin-
ciple. Do you think there is a man
in this @ty who would freight bhis
~hole fortune- upon a single ship?
No, because it that ship were wrecked
that man may become penniless. Do
you think chere is a man in this city
who would risk all his money in a
single speculation nomatter how likely
to succeed it may appear? No! Do
you think there is a man in this con-
gregation, or in Minot, who would
risk his all on the chances of a gamb-
lmg table! No! A thousand times,
No! And yet I make this awful state-
ment that every unsaved man and
woman, every. man and woman who
have not accepted Jesus Christ as
their Savior, is a gambler and the
most awful thing in the universe is
the state of a man who is risking his

ambling table.

Oh, man, prudent in all else, why
are you 50 reckless iv: this matter? Cau.
tious and caleulating when dollars are
at stake, 'why" aré 'you ‘so mad when
the interests of ‘ your soul are in the
balince? “What snall it profit & man
it he gain the vhoie world and lose
s own soul, or what shall ‘a man
give in' exchange for his soul?"

The world is more than money.
It means fame; it means popularity;it
means power; it means glory;it means
diadems; it means thrones: it eans
everything that the heart loves today,
and yet Jesus Christ put a single soul
in the balance, and says: “that out-
weighs the whole world, with all its
ions.” “What shall it profit a
man if he shall gain the world and
lose his own =oul?’ You that are un-.
saved think of it.

God help us to beware of shis Thief,
for the saddest words--Hear me, men!;
-—the saddest words that echo and re- |
verberate through the chasms of eter |
nal darkness are these, *It might have !
been!" *It might have been.” Thereisa |
sentimentality abroad, and you bave
every Tom, Dick and Harry who un-
derstands a little Greekor Hebrew, and |
others also who know nothing ot these |
languages, prating and saying, “thereis |
no hell, and, if there is a hell, God is
too merciful to shut man up in if for-!
ever.,” 1 am not prepared to =ay
whether hell is literal torment or not, |
and I have read deeply along this iine. .
I have taken my Gireek Testament and |
have gone through it, and I want to!
say this: the same language that
speaks of the everlasting glory of the
redeemed, speaks also of the everlast-|
ing punishment of the lost: and it you'
eliminate the words, “eternal or ever
lasting.” from the punishment of the
lost, you must also eliminate them
from the joy of the blessed.” ‘T'hese
shall go away nto everlasting punish
ment, but the righteons into life eter-

And let me say, 1 belizve in hell. |
believe in it oua the authority of Jesus
Christ, and that place which ditferent-
iates the good from the bad is the
worst possible place in the universe:
and if God's presence constitutes
heaven, the absence of God consti-
tutes hell, and the very thought:

tinding |

separated from all:
that is good. pure, holy and God-like:!
separated ftorever n darkness and|
blackness: and crying, *“It might have,
been difterent, I might have been |
saved, but lest, lost,” ought to be|

universe of God,

! sufficient todeter us from farther quib-!

bling and trifling with the salvation of |
our souls. l

Men, be wise. be true to the old|
Bible. Conquer your surroundings. |
Begin to-night to live for God. :
stretch out my hand and give it to;
you. Will you extend yours? 'Take |
the hand of the preacher, a man who |
loves you, &« man who believes in the
eternal verities of the Word of God,|
and clasp mine and say, *“Brother,|
stranger or friend, I will accept the
Lord Jesus, by the grace of (God, and
1 will slap the Thief in the face, and |
I will meet you somewhere, in the|
eternities to come, in the city of God." |
Do that in your heart of hearts, and!

know that there are a good many men | angels will rejoice. and Heaven will be |

who are opposed to life insurance.
once preached to a fraternal Order and a
man—a man that you could depend
on, every inch of him —-a royal man, I
call him--one of the Lord's aristocrats
on earth- that man wouldn’t come to
the service because | was going to
preach to an organization that believ-
ed in life insurance. 1 want to say
this: 1f 1 didn’t have my life insured
I think I would be a criminal. My
life is uncertain. A wife and children
are behind me who will have to pay
one hundred cents on the dollar if
they should be leftalone. Men, think!
And then you will see that every man
who has the responsibilitiesof a home
devolving upon him ought to have his
life insured. You may be called to ex-
change worlds at any moment. Why
do men insure their lives? Because

they don't know the moment they are

ing to be called away. [ reitorate,
s life secure? Where are your chums?
Whers are your classmates? Before
coming to this church I went over my
life and passed in review the com-

nions of my youth. Where was
James? Gone. Where was Hezekiah?
Gone. Where was Willie? Gone.

Where are all the girls who were with
me in =chool? They are gone. Ty-
phoid fever, consumption, and other
deseases, have taken them away, and
some of them are lying in solitary
graves away from home—one young
fellow down in Pittsburg, two or three
othersin British Columbia yonder. My
classmates are lying all over the world,
some of them down there in South
Africa even. Where are yours? They
are gone. Is life secure? Oh, no!
And yet men are saying, “Not to-night:
Not to-night.” “A convenient season!”

And, secondly, supposing the con-
venient season should come, will you
be as ready to accept Christ ten
years from now as you are to-night?

 {-lron when beated and allowed to grad-

ually cool is harder afterwards than it
was before. s it not so with the hu-
There is no man who has
not been sometimes blessed with feel-
ings and longings and desires after
God. Such may be your case mnow,
Do you not know that sometimes these
'feelings never come back.

Consider the awful risk you sre run-
ning by-putting off the salvation of
the soul to a convenient season. Con-
sider the awtul risk! I death don't

come you may have another cbance,

1| yours forever. !

\
|
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Ward County's State Taxes.
The Independent took the|
trouble to look up the amount
of the state taxes paid by Ward |
county for each year since 1897,
The figures are interesting and
are as follows: 1897, §4692.87:
1R98, S6G137.62: 1899, 8TOS5.2080
1900, S8616.17: 1901, $515.-
B377.96: 1902, $15804.07; 1903,
£24070,20. 1904, $30665.16.
In this connection it might be
said that the tax list of 1897,
had the benefit of eight vearscol- |
lections, while the cthers have|
had less. and less time, until the
1905 tax list had the collection |
of but one month. ‘
The number of tax receipts for |
1905 issued up to Feb. 28, was
10652, while 7013 were issued in
FFebruary alone. J

John Ehr of this city will soon |
have a new lot of western horses
all good big stock and well broken |
for sale. See him before you
buy. They will be here and you|
can buy before seeding. tfa

Ward County Schools Are Rich.
The following tigures will serve!
as a comparison which will show !
the development of Ward cmm-l
ty's educational system. The]
amount of money apportioned |
to Ward county schools for the
quarter ending Febrnary 28, was
$6726.44. The amount ap-
portioned from the county tui-
tion taxes and school polliorthe
same’ purposes, was $5977.21,
making a total of $12,903.65.
The amount is divided between
102 districts and 3054 pupils.
Five years ago the total ap-

portionment both from county
and state amounted to but

$3955.12.

|

* Gompany, Attention!’’

“For recreation you will now
listen to a story from head-
quarters.”  Carm, Rexacr, Adj.

THE KUMAN LOCOMOTIVE. -

A certain man, bocause le
wan k0 strong and heariy, im-
agined e was a locomative,
There was, he thought, Lo liwit
to his vitality.

He regarded his stomach as
the firebox. Al he had to do
was to keep the firecbox full,

He followed the Mississippi
steamboat plan, and ecrowded
everyoldthinginto hisstoruch.

One day when he was pulling
a heavy load the firehox didn’t
burn right, so the ITuman Lo-
comotive stopped toinvestizite,

He found the flues choked,
the firehox full of clinkers, and
so stuffed  with fuel that it
conldn’t even ~how a red clime
nmer.

Somehody told himto keep a
clean fire with a good drauzht,
and fecd it regularly, with only
& cortain quantity at a time,

He was further advised to
use Rexall Dyspepsia Tablets
for the purpose of putting lhime-

self in first-elass shupe.

He did s he was told, and
was soon able to pull xn
as well as evey I >
puffed lessunder @ heavy |

Rexall Dyspepsia Tablets
are absolutely yuaranteed to
cureallthedistressingiorns {
of Dyspepsia aad indigess ’\
tion, or we'il pay for all the
medicine you t:ke,

Price, 25¢., ot our store ar b~ mall,
McCOY & CO.
DRUGGISTS #%5

’,

£ The McClure Coal Co. §

l}

Successors to the Vanderwarker Coal Co.

Miners and Shippers

ot

- DRY LIGNITE COAL

We are now in a position to fur-
nish you coal cheaper than ever before.

Get our figures.

Capacity :

500 TONS DAILY.

GED. McCLURE, Gen'l M'gr, .* TA

SKER, N. .D

Some Specialties at My Confectionery

Home-made Strawberry and Raspberry Pre<erves
Frosh Oysters ¢

A full line Sweet and Sour Dill Pickies

A large line of the best Canned Goods

A fine assortment of Xmas Candies
FRums—Grapes, Oranges, Apples, Pears

Cigars and Tobaccos

Breads and-Bakery Goods

W. J. FARDING, South Main Strest

office.

know.

I conduct an employment

It you need help, see me.
If you want work, let me

MINOT, N. D.

&
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