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Legislators Fail to Keep 
Pledges to the People 

Independent Republican Tells of the Light Form of Graft 
' indulged in by Some of Our Legislators^—The 

Observation Car In the Rear This 
b Good Reading 

\ 

The eleventh sessiou of 'the North 
Dakota Legislators has quit business 
and gone home—home to the bosom of 
their families, and the greetings of 
their constituents. 1 believe I am 
wholly within the truth when I say 
that no legislature in the state ever 
convened with duties more clearly 
defined or had the will of the people 
more definitely expressed as to cer
tain needed and universally desired 
legislation than the legislature just 
closcd, and yet in spite of this fact 
ao legislature has so completely failed 
la its known obligation to the people 
as this one. I might add by way of 
explanation in this connection that 
the whole burden of the failure was 
with the senate, and not with the 
House. "These soro-headcd, office 
seeking bunch of progressives" terms 
wbicb a certain prominent statesman 
applied to tbem, at least had the vir
tue to remember their promises and 
keep their pledges to the people. That 
the senate was largely composed of 
«14 and experienced members only 
makes the failure of that body to 
meet its obligation more glaring and 
xncre humiliating. 

An Anti-Pass law has long been 
desired by the people of this state and 
the campaign of 1908 chrystalized that 
sentiment to one of universal demand 
One could scarcely read the platform 
of individual candidates for either the 
House or the senate that did not make 
prominent the fact that if elected he 

.would "do his durndest to secure an 
Anti-Pass measure, and" his too"" in
nocent and loving constituency be
lieved every <word lib said. This was 
not only true of Republicans, but 
the tones . were even more sonorous 
and far reaching when the Democrats 
talked about "This great and no long

er to be endured wrong." Governor 
John Burke, with stern campaign face 
and impassioned tones tore the Re
publican party to tatters when he 
reached the Anti-Pass station in his 

ykddresses delivered from the section 
corners of the state. John was evi
dently sincere, at least we hope so, 
but he certainly lost his "toehold" on 
bis Democratic (comrades in the sen
ate. Can it be possible that poc Pur-
cell and G^orgie Duis, one a tentative 
candidate for -the United States sen
ate and the other a receptive candi
date for the governor of the state,could 
have forgotten those hot-blast sayings 
and pleadings of honest John Burke? 

Co! No! Perish the thought. If they 
ould have only -explained as Stevens 

did that would have been a source of 
great consolation to their friends— 
but they did not—no they did not. 
The Republican Party and GOT. 

Bnrke's Message. 
Let me quote here :a portion of the 

Republican platform and also a few 
•paragraphs from Governor John 
'Burke's last message. Note the Sen
ate's action in its vote on Corporate 
measures and this quotation from the 
Republican state platform on the sub
ject: 

"We believe that there should be 
fee domination of our politics by pre
datory wealth or special interests, but 

,$)>e privileges conferred by the govern-
'•Mtnt should be equal under the law." 
And the leaders of the party still con
tinue to ride on their free passes. 
Again let me quote "We declare that 
the most baneful influence in the poli
tical life of the Republican party of 
this state is that of public service 
corporations, and we demand the ab
solute elimination of the public ser
vice corporation from participation ir. 
the political affairs of the state." Just 
think of that and then the senate kill-
lap, practically every possible corpor
ation measure that the House passed 
Which had for its purpose the desire 
to carry out to the letter the spirit of 
(he state Republican platform. For the 
good of the deserting and dodging 
Democratic Senators I quote here 
from the message of Governor John 
Burke: "You have been elected to 

legislative assembly upon a plat
form whleh pledges Anti-Pass legis
lation. If the railroads are for the 
use of the public they are for the use 
•f the whole public, and no person Is 
entitled »e any HW^lal gprtyllege not 

JUOB 
form 

r latlo: 

common to all. If the railroads give 
me passes and make you pay they give 
me a special privilege that is denied 
you. The railroads cannot afford to 
carry anyone for nothing, and if they 
do it is done either at the expense 
of the general traveling public or for 
return of favors. In either case it is 
a pernicious system." 

The Historical Minot Convention. 
The above platform was read by 

that brilliant statesman and philoso: 

pher from Stark county, Hon. I.e^lie 
Simpson. 1 am not so sure that he 
really wanted to read it, but the ex
igencies of the case at that never-to-
be-forgotten Minot Convention forc
ed the Stalwart faction to a point 
where they had to either "'root hog or 
die." This convention everybody 
knows was one that was bought, sold, 
and delivered to .McKenzie by the 
lavish use of free transportation pass
es to the officers of the line and thou
sand mile-books by the bushel to the 
rank and fiie. These books had the 
bosses trade mark down the center of 
each page, and that trade mark every 
where stands today as a badge of ser
vitude both cowai;^ and humiliating. 
A servitude as abject as were the 
negroes on the plantations of Virginia 
in 1S60, who whined And groveled un
der the lash of their masters. The 
Anti-Pass clause of the platform 
was placed therein by the progressive 
wing of the Republican party, and 
after one of the most bitter contests 
ever witnessed at a political gather
ing in this state. ; 

The Midnijrlit Conspiracy. 
The White Anti-Pass Bill was a 

progressive measure prepared by a 
progressive and passed by the House 
liv frosresive organization. The 
bill was admittedly a fair, just and 
satisfactory one, and sent to the sen
ate with every belief that it would 
pass, but they were playing a "shell 
game-' in tnat body and when you 
thought yon had it you didn't. In the 
senate it was sent >to the committee 
on railroads, and there it was kept 
snugly tucked away not again to see 
the light of day if its enemies on that 
committee and out of it could sing 
the Lullaby jsleep song to the end of 
the session. Think of Senators Pur-
cell, Pierce, Duis and LaMouie doing 
a "Go to Sleep My Baby" act They 
couldn't, and didn't. Discord at the 
first noste. Baby woke up, more 
yelled, then there was consternation 
and hurrying to and fro, lots of whis
pering in the corridors' Senator Plaine 
of Cavalier county got busy and the 
staff was off. Tills incident look 
place nigh onto midnight on the 
fifty-ninth day of the session in the 
year 1909 A. D. I quote here the 
Journal of the Senate. Cut it out; it 
will be good reading during the good 
old summer lime in the year 1910 A. 

D. 
"Mr. I laine moved that the rules be 

suspended and the chairman of the 
Railroad committee return House Bill 
number 7(> (Anti-Pass Bill) and that 
it be made a special order. 

Roll call demanded: 
The question being oil motion to re

call: 
The roll was called and there were 

Ayes U; Nays 2fi; Absent and not vot-

ing 3. 
Those who voted in the affirmative 

were: Messrs: 
Bessen. Koffal, Ramsett, Strom, 

Cashal. McArthur, Steele of StutBman, 
Syverton, Gilbert, Plaine, Steele of 
Ward, Wallen, Kennedy, Rice, Davis, 
Overson, Turner. 

Those who voted in the negative 
were: Messrs. 

Albrecht, Crane, Erwin, LaMoure, 
McLean, Palmer, Simpson, Movious, 
Kelley, Duis, Wabilcber, Talcott, 
Louitz, Gunderson, Anderson, Walton, 
Purcell, Baker, Whelox, Stevens, Neil, 
Welsch, Trimble, Pierce, Martin, John 
son. 

Absent and not voting, Messrs. 
Grauvold, Halladay, Sharpe. 
Stevens explained his vote. So the 

motion was lost. Senator Steele and 
Wallen kept faith and delivered the 
goods, but Martin Anderson was on 
the wrong aide when the lights went 
out 

That was a cold b\.o-ded act, told in 
a cold blooded way. You will note 
that one Senator explained his vote 
and when a legislator does this there 
is always two reasons. First, he is 
doing something that he would rather 
not do. Second, he is ashamed of the 
thing he is going to do. It will be 
interesting to hear the Senator ex
plain to his constituency at North-
wood his Bismarck explanation. 
Tbe Railroad Pass Universally Dis

credited. 
A hundred thousand voters were 

deeply interested in this mid-night 
vote. They had been led to believe 
through the platform of the party 
and the public utterances of individ
ual candidates that t,iis pledge would 
be kept. How well it was kept and 
who kept it and who did not the above 
vote will show. Perhaps Mr. Stevens 
can again explain his vote. Also Duis, 
Purcell, LaMoure and Talcott, and 
others would jump at the opportun
ity to do likewise to a grateful and 
confiding constancy. 

The National Government has ban
ished the pass and for a good and 
sufficient reason. Twenty five 
states of the Union have today Anti-
Pass laws. They have them because 
they have learned that the pass is 
the acknowledged political weapon of 
the boss in machine controlled states. 
Jt enters perniciously into every 
campaign whether it be city, county, 
or state. It packed the state conven
tion at Minot, and filled the lobbies 
of her hotels and streets with a 
shouting mob of irresponsible but 
active Ward healers; it crowded ev
ery train entering the city; it cut 
a wide swathe in me campaign for 
the United States senatorship in 
1908, and will cut a wider one in 1910 
It has demoralized jvery legislature 
that has ever convened in this state. 
At every session it lias caused mem
bers tobe sick at the hotels; called 
home by sudden sickness ir, th*1 

families, and many Others to hike to 
the basement of the capitol building 
and with a haste which, to the in
itiated, was as ludicrous as it was 
pathetic. This happens always when 
some important railroad legislation 
is up for third reading and final pas
sage, and noses have been counted 
and pledges have been given. 

The Observation Car. 
So universal in this state and in 

other states has become the distrust 
of the people as regards the use of 
a free pass that the members of the 
legislature or anyone else who is a 
political recipient of a free ride, 
and from railroads in this state, for 
duties performed, that when he sees 
the conductor, enter the smoker he 
hastily excuses himself like a guilty 
thing amd hustles for the Observa
tion car in the rear., and there calm
ly awaits the coming of the con
ductor. He knows, and knows well, 
that the neighbor or the friend with 
whom he talks in the day coach or 
the smoker resents the idea of hav
ing to pay while be rides tree so he 
dodges the friends embarrassment as 
to escape his own. Everyone who 
rides on the cars these days notes 
this pitiable scene enacted over and 
over again. 
Wbe«e Ton Can Always Find itlie 

Dak. Politman. 
It is a matter of common know

ledge now in the state that if you 

want to find a leading North Dakota 
politician "enroute" you must pene
trate to the sacred precincts of the 
sleeper or observation car. There 
you generally find him reclining in 
all his glory with a free pass, free 
sleeper berth, and free telegraph 
blank. These three things always 
distinguish the trusted and efficient 
officer as against that of the common 
crowd. The politician kills time 
gazing out through polished plate 
glass windows from his pjush up
holstered seat on a swift flying and 
ever changing panorama. Now and 
then a farmer constituency bending 
under the burden of the day crosses 
his vision, and he pities him. Yes, 
Sir, pities him from the bottom of 
his great, big, corporation heart; car-
resses his free pass from corpora
tion forces and talks eloquently about 
how to save the stt-te. Up ahead in 
the smoker many of his constituency 
who paid cold cash on "Yim Hill's" 
transcontinental ana who voted him 
into pow'er are wedged in between 
negroes and dagoes, breathing tuber
culosis germs and fumes of drug
store whiskey. Oh! It is a beautiful 
thing, this free pass business. 

No man, be he a legislator, judge 
or governor but feels the inconsist
ency of this whole business. It is 
not any argument to say that the 
recipient gave no favors nor intend
ed none, the fact remains the same, 
and everybody knows it, that a free 
pass issued to a special class is 
wrong. Wrong in principle and 
hurtful to the best interests of the 
state. Both the people and the 
possessor know it and hence the 
hasty flight to the rear tnd of the 
his train, where comment is 
not made nor feelings hurt because 
as a rule everybody has them there. 
They simply go theie as the Dutch
man says, "because birds of a fedder 
flock mit demselves." The railroad 
would, I presume, he as glad to get 
away from the necess!tv of issuing 
the pass as are the people to have 
it removed; they give it solely and 
absolutely for what it will accom
plish in protecting what they con
ceive to be their special interests. 
The White Anti-Pass Bill should 
have passed and every member of 
the senate knows it, and if he doesn't 
then I can only say his explanations 
will keep him busy if he is a can
didate for any place in the gift of 
the people in the year 1910, and he 
should be kept busy. 
Railroads Safe in the Hands of tlie 

leople. 
There never was a time when the 

people of this state did not recog
nize, and fully, the value and import
ance of the railroads operating with
in the state. That the railroads can 
without hesitation place that great 
interest safely within the intelligent 
keeping of the people of this state 
and receive a square deal every
body knows. There is no need what
ever, and never was, for "tickle me 
and I will tickle you" free pass sop. 
To dish this dope out to the legis
lature has but one construction, 
namely: Consideration, real or im
plied. If not then why only to lead
ing politicians and members of the 
legislature? Why not to farmers 
and business men? To this latter 
class the railroads are under infin
itely greater obligations and from a 

purely business staidpoint. The rea
son is obvious. They do not simply 
And solely because the individual 
legislator by reason of his office can 
commit sii ~ both of omission and if 
need be of commission, and he does, 
for and in the name of a free pass. 

It is admitedly true that a free 
pass on all the railroads of the state 
is a very nice and exceedingly con
venient thing to have, especially if 
you are a prospective candidate for 
office. The state is big and traveling 
costly, hence it follow; "where much 
is received much should be given." 

Every member of the legislature 
who flashes his free transportation 
on the cars of this state and good 
for one year though not guilty of 
dodging any legislative duties or 
responsibility must know that so far 
as his pass is concerned it has the 
universal and just condemnation 
and contempt of the people of this 
state. It is a standing evidence of 
promises broken and pledges unful
filled. It deserves and should have 
banishment from the rich furnishings 
and special privileges of the palatial 
observation car to that of the strenu
ous passage on the Jim Crow 
Special. 

Signed, 
Independent Republican. 

Some means should be provided by 
the legislature of North Dakota to 
provide greater publicity for the ses
sion laws. It requires several 
months for the printing and binding 
of the official edition, and yet all 
men are charged with a knowledge 
of the laws whether they the pub
lished or not. This is an especially 
absurd legal requirement in the 
case of laws carrying emergency 
clauses, which become effective as 
soon as signed by the governor. In 
most of the states all new laws are 

Change With 
Caution 

Almost invariably the men who -• 
doing well in life are the ones 
have followed some one thing pretty 
closely and have grown up in it u»~ 
til they are to an extent masters «C 
their business. Even, a dray man, if 
he sticks to his job, is at all iotdk 
ligent and his town is large euougife, 
is bound to succeed pretty well. HMF 
much better a man can do and men* 
independent to getting the most f«r 
both his life and his pocket book Ott 
of a piece of land. Here every trtW 
he plants, every acre he enriches 
everjNbuilding he puts up adds to lite 
little Kingdom's wealth and to hit 
life's success. But it do- - make otf 
heart ache to see so many quit 
farm to try something easier, and 
so quitting other things they aat 
masters of with the vain hope that 
they can pick up fanning in no tier# 
and succeed. What disappoimulvtK 
there is in More for such people niOfi 

Horace CJreely e»«e said that tt 
man should never change his oec»-
pation after he was 35 years old Un
less he was a horse thief, and Wtt 
really think if we had stolen borage 
that long mid maie a success of 11 
we should be greatly tempted U> 
keep at it. The longer we live tlW 
plainer we see the mistake of ioreiW 
changing.—Dakota Farmer. 

& 
Advertising Brought Sum-** 

Hoi den. Mo., Progress: ,f. 
Cahill, postinast"'- and one of 
leading merchants of Chil'nowaij, 
give this little scrap of his histofy, 
"1 came to Chilliowee sever. eaM 
ago, a young man, unknown 

( w i t h  o n l y  a  f e w  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r * !  I B  

published in the newspapers, and in]"*' This sum didn't bW 
scertain h a  stock of merchandise W*1 

! 1 invested it all and then began fcfr 
this way the public can 
the "nature and provisions of the 
laws they are bound to obey. North hustle for business. I had been » 
Dakota should follow the example of advertising and had (*-
New York, Minnesota, Wisconsin and ; served particularly the growth a 
other progressive states in this <»' tlie m;lil order hous^J 
matter.—Grafton Record. determined to 'fight fire with tirtS* 

and began to use printers' ink all tlHfc" 

It may not be very generally known, "me. I used good sized space in re
built is a fact, that North Dakota is i P :M>er, prepared carefully a*# 

j changed it every week. At least ooet' 
month I supplemented this witfe 

ireulars, thus getting my appeal" 

the fourth state in the union regard
ing the number of species of wild .11 

birds found throughout the year, 
within its borders. Nebraska being 'for trade constantly before the eyt 
first, Colorado second, and Texas 'of every available 
third. North Dakota lies in the territory. Did it pay.' 
great zone of bird migration, and year the stock invoiced 
has a wide  s t r e t c h  o f  t e r r i t o r y  f r o m  t w i c e  a s  m a n y  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  a * I  

considerable vari- hundreds in the original inve*-
lmerit. The trade territory ;«f 
'store is constantly gro"Wilig larger. 

that 
The mail order housed 

trader in' iH? 
.'? Well. Sate 

more thatt-

east to west and a 
ety in climate from north to south. 

The Great Northern road bed is And I say undeservedly 
being widened two feet from Minot to t'sinfe' did it. 
Williston. Many train loads of dirt • d°n't bother me, largely because * 

,t!o not give them a chance. 
train loads of 

pass Ross daily to accomplish 
work of a much needed improvement 
The company has laid a long passing 
track four miles east of Stanley to 
facilitate the movements of its long 
train crew saving trains. Several 
more tracks will be laid betweeu 
other stations as soon as the mater
ial is available.—Ross Valley News. 

Many notaries. 
The number of notary publics to 

the state is increasing rapU^F--
There are now over one thoxiaafltf 
notaries in the state, and dun'" 

J. L. Skrivseth and family will 

'1 5-j 

New Spring Jewelry 
tfyi 

New tasty styles 
in belt pins 75c to $4.00 

New catchy designs CQp |q  HQ QQ 
in scarf puis v 

75c to $75.00 
pins 

New creations 
in brooches 

Newiffi e«flHDks.„... 50c, 75c and op 
All the up-to-date jewelry 
to suit all tastes j* / 

W. H. REIGHART 
The Exclusive Jeweler 

Secretary ISlaisdell 's admini^ 
he has issued commissions •• f (  

ir,00 applicants. S*.^ Uie ^ 

plications in their t la.itos 
leave next week for Seattle, Wash. ,  (overlooked tf iat the law re-
where they will spent at least a few fchfiv flicit* application 
months. We understand that (jn impression of their sea' 
would not take a great deal of coax,-.'that the law also requires that t.liflse 
ing to induce tlieia to remain hi 'seals measure at least one and fiBW 
Minot permanently, and we Should eighths inches in dia'ueter. aro-taer 
certainly like to see the right kind of' matter r'rat is often overlooked, tjf. 
an inducement thrown out, for they • applicants. 
are regarded 
citizens. 

as among our best 

Jack Fortune has the next thing to 
an automobile. He has a horse that 
refuses to start unless he is given 
the benefit of a few shocks from an 
electric battery. Whenever the horse 
balks a few injections, of electric 
fluid causes the brute to move and 
then he goes some.—Glenburn Ad
vance. 

C. E. Colcord came down from 
Glenburn today, and closed a deal 
for the Lochel quarter of land join
ing his own. He is making arrange
ments to farm quit* extensively this 
year. 

FOR SALE—The 480 men Jonas 
farm, one of the best along the river, 
is for sale. Terms to anit purchaser. 
Ten milea from Minot, two mllaa 
from Sawyer and three milea from 
Logan. Inquire at the office of Jamea 
Johnaoa, Minot, If. D. 

Tbe influence- of works of ScfiiB 
upon the moral and intellectual char 
acter of children is not always-
cientlv recognized by parents. If Hi 
were greater care would be shcr-fcW ttfi 
to the class of books allowed' iti tlK? 
home. It is not necessary th&t 
book should have a high m'OTal 
pose, but if the moral safety 0t-
children is to be regarded every basalt, 
with a bad moral taiiit' or sv'gjj 
iveness will be excluded. IR tl isr 
of abundant literature, good, bad aaJT 
indifferent, it is no difficult matter tV 
provide our homes with reoeBag 
that is both wholesome and enter
taining, and of high literary quallt/V-

Aberdeen, S. D.. is malting ela 
ate preparations for a "Home 
tng" for the old settlers of tbe TertP-
tory of Dakota and celebration. * 
30th anniversary of the admission" 
North Dakota and South Dakota 
tbe Union, June IS, 1? and-18, 

/k 
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