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Agricultural College. N. ®-> Hugh 
J. Hughes, Reporter. 

Dear (Sir:—I wish to call especial 
attention to the enclosed circular let
ter, because of tbe urgency of tbe 
nee4 that is facing the state. A 
shortage of labor will cost tbe farm
ers of North Dakota an amount net 
to be measured altogether in increased 
wages, but tbe slovenly work that 
comes from hurrying, the long-
drawn out season where men go short 
banded, the lessened acreage of ear
ly fall plowing all must be reckon
ed with. 

I want at this time to sstfr a word 
regarding our plans tor tbe year to 
come. A year ago we started In 
with 53 papers in the state printing 
the college news notes. At the pres
ent time there are 138 state papers 
printing our matter from time to 
time, 26 of the leading agricultural 
papers in tbe northwest and 5 of tbe 
leading dailies also receive matter 
as occasion calls for it. 

This growth has not come sudden
ly, now without serious tbot on our 
part. We bare aimed • to give you 
practical matter, and have tried «s 
time went by to put that matter in
to such shape that you could uae 
much or little of R as your space 
and ned called for. Tbe 8hort Talks 
have proven £he 4noet satisfactory, 
and will be'continued. I.aqpj&ow 
•ending oat report* at tbe demon
stration Farms,'' and will continue 
these jrntil late. In . tM .ffll. Other, 
features will*from tlpe tgjof .be; 
sent out, with the i^ea that you^elisct1 

free what you can use" with profit to 
tbe farming Interests of your vicinity. 

While I send out from time to time 
news regarding the Agricultural 
College, as a matter tbat is of in
terest to the farmers of the state, my 
more immediate concern Is to make 
tMs weekly service to your needs.— 

helpful every week la eone way. 
Tbe' letters I have revived from 

editors over the atate Indicate the 
lhte« along which tbe main tbot ol 
this work will run—rotation of crops, 
v/eel destruction, dlvei «ifled farming, 
and the like, There will be some
thing for the home as well. I want 
the Short Talks to be the one feature 
you can't afford to leave out. 

To the many editors thruout tbe 
state who have worked with me tbru 
the past year, my sincere thanks for 
year co-operation, I will try to 
better tbe service in tbe year coming. 

To those who reccive this news 
service for the first time I will say 
that I would like to have your name 
and address, that I isny list you for 
the; wefekljjr Short Talks, and other 
live farming matter sent out by . the 
A. c. :#y. • ,.. 

With tiest wishes for tbe coming 
season 1 remain Sincerely yours, 

Hugh J. Hughes. 

Music folios a£ and 60 cents. 8heet 
music 10 and 26 cents at Taylor's 
drug and book store. 

D. A. Dinnie's new horse, Aller-
daw, won tbe three heats of the 2:65 
pace at tbe ettee fair at.Grand Forks, 
Tuesday afternoon. 

James Dwire. special agent for 
the government for the just ten 
years/has resigned and will .go west 
'to practice before tbe ' Depart
ment ojf the Interior. Mr. Dyire has 
spent the past five years In this lo
cality where his work has been fair, 
and where he has made thousands of 
friends. He has bad also five years 
of experience In the timbered coun
try, so Is extra well fitted to practice 
before the department. Jim's friends 
will wish him success. 

WHO'S FILLING YOUR 
PRESCRIPTIONS ? 

One thing certain—our prepcription filling is accurate 
—it is done by registered pharmacists only and never 
is an ingredient used that is not fresh. 

If you have siekness at your home our thorough pre
scription filling ought to persuade you to come to 

M o  C O  Y *  S  
LELAND BLOCK MINOT, N. 0. 

Afrieelteml Ci—t to 
CeitefFNtetiM 

What does it cost to grow a bushel 
of wheat? Tbe American Society of 
Equitv says tbat it ~>osts 11.19 per 
bushel. A 'eading automobile manq-
fbcturer says that thirty1 cents cov
ers-it. The farmer swill-<guess it any 
where from forty-five cents to a dol 
la. Perhaps some of them know. Per
haps they do not. Tbe man who 
makes autos says that the dollar clean 
velvet on every bushel Is tbe reason 
for the boom in tbe auto trade, and 
he ought to know. (This isn't a pen.) 
The A. S. O. E. man who has been 
making a study of the! matter for 
years says that when wheat sells 
for a big round dollar a bushel the 
farmer is not making • red cent, but 
bn the other band tbat . he Is actually 
digging. down into bis ; pocket and 
presenting the buyer wlttt): 19 ,-cents 
worth of time, labor and fertility tak
en from the soil. 

That is too wide a spread in esti
mates to be purely accidental. The 
fact is, nobody knows, to a fair, aver
age estimate of cost, what tbe outlay 
is for the crops grown on the farm. 
Estimates run all the way from 96 to 
$10 per acre as the cost of producing 
a'crop of wheat. They vary as widely 
for the other, grab**. It is not at all 
settled that these estipates cover all 
the items of coat. 

What does It. cost iron-to grow « 

ing? 

Day 

guessing. Mark Twain ooce eoM tbat, date, reckoning from the first of the 
a man who would keep a diary for year. He can find out too, with a 
three weeks was a fit subject for • very little effort, Just how many days 
lunatic asylum. On mat basis, few work he puts on each field, and after 
of us could qualify for Jamestown, jharvest he can reckon up tbe time 

But bow about keeping records of spent in producing each crop, 
the workvdone. the.cash,income andj You notice.that he gives his fields 
outgo? r Wbat are^the expenses forjeach a letter^as a name; that he has 
a glven year? : For a glvsn field? •• a separate column for every' item and 

The Agricultural College eet about every piece of work. It is safe to 
tbe task of finding out something re- say that after be has followed this 
garding these matters late last fall, (plan of keeping track of Us expens-
and a large number of farmers, scat- jes for a couple of years be will know 
tered widely over the state, are keep-; pretty closely Just what lines of 
ing track of their field operations and farming ore giving him the returns, 
farm expenses and reporting their re- and what lines are being followed at 
suits weekly to Professor Doneghue, a loss 
wbo outlined the work, and has the 
matter in hapd. 

These farmers, wbo are co-operat
ing with Prof. Donegbue in this work, 
are supplied with blanks that pro-
vlde:for: a Btatement "or tbe work done 

So much for John Anderson. Now 
tbe Agricultural College takes bis 
week's record and files It away to
gether with those tbat come In from 
tbe others co-operating with tbe in
stitution. After Professor Donegbue 

each day. the wefclfry^expenses and 'has tbe results of theseason's work 
receipts, and the amount of farm pro- jbetore him, he^takes'ttae whoJe >massi 

duce exchanged directly for other 'of data, and out of It be can work 
things than cash. 

Tbe tables below are taken at ran
dom from, a large number on file. Tbe 
name John Anderson bos nothing to 
do with tbe facts In the case. The 
thing that Is unchanged, and tbat 
suggests something of value to .the 
farmer wbo does not keep a record 
of his work and expenses, is the dally 
record as shown below. 

fairly accurate results as to cost of 
living on tbe Cam, length of tbe 
working day, and tbe cost ef pro
duction for any given crop. 

Naturally the wider this investiga
tion reaches tbe greater will be the 
accuracy of its results. A thousand 
men reporting will give closer aver
ages than a hundred. ' Prof. Done
gbue wants, to get Into touch with 
men. all. over the state—men wbo are wnat aoes 11 con you 10 grow » Weekly .labor report of John Ander- men. an. over .uw —-

bushel of wheat? Do you know any- son in co-operation with. North Da- willing to keep such records for their 
thing about it, or are you just guess- kota Agricultural Experiment Bta- —- •— •« •««* * «»nv of them 

Most of the people are just tion. 

Field Kind of Amt. of work Imp. used Men Horses 
work tone No. Hra. No. Hra. 

31 D plowing 4.6 a plow 1 9 5 9 
1 D plowing 4.5 a plow 1 9 5 9 
2 D plowing 4.5 a plow 1 9 5 9 
3 D plowing 2. a plow 1 4.6 6 4.5 
3 D harrowing 16 a harrow 1 4 4 4 
4 D harrowing 15. a harrow 1 4.5 4 4.5 
4 D plowing 2.5 a plow 1 5 5 5 
4 D planting 10 a planter 1 5.5 2 6.5 
S D planting 15 a planter 1 9 2 9 
6 H plowing 3 a plow 1 7 5 7 

own use, and to send a copy of them 
to blm at the Agricultural College 
•weekly daring the year. 

One man suggested that It should 

Weekly financial statement of John 
Anderson farm in co-operation with 
North Dakota Agricultural Experi
ment Station. 

Balance brought forward 1456.15. 
D^te Cash, sales Cash rec. Cash 

and ex. paid out 
4-3 1 registered calf $50.00 
4-5 bromo grass seed 140.00 
4-6 groceries $3 rep. $1.25 
4-6 harness repairs 
4-6 formaldehyde 
4-6 bired help 
4-8 groceries t 

4-9 5 bu. seed corn ; 
Cash totals $655.15 

Bal. carried forward 620.65 

paid for in cash. 
Things received and paid out—not 
(Give amounts and value of all 

things.) 
4-3 exchanged 4 bu. of potatoes at 

60c per bp. for groceries. 6 in family 
to board during tbe week. 

John Anderson has a pretty good 
work record. Some of the weekly re
ports show a little better, some of 

10.75 them not nearly so well. How does 
3.00 this week's record of work compare 
3.20 with yours for tbe same date? His 
2.00 business deals are set down in a man-

11.25 ner such tbat tbey can easily be 
$34.46 totaled, and be can find out at any 

time what his expenses are up to 

$4.25 

this work. It is, and be ought to 
have been ooe of tbe first to have seen 
that fact. A good reoord for even one 
week will fee something for a man to 
live up to in tbe weeks that follow. 
Keeping it from day to day will be 
cash in his pocket. 

Professor Donegbue wants at least 
one thousand men, from every part 
of tbe state of North Dakota, to help 
him in this work of determining tbe 
cost of crop production in this state. 
He will furnish blanks for the re
ports, and tbe necessary postage. 

This is a work than no man can 
do by himself. It is a work tbat can 
be done by co-operation sucb as Is 
bow7 going on -between the Agricultur
al College and the farmers of tbe 
state. You can help a little; possibly 
you may be able to help a great deal. 

The cost of production is a matter 
of vital concern to tbe farmer. Prob
ably tbe estimate of the American So
ciety of Equity is not far from correct 
in tbe matter of tbe cost of produc
ing a bushel of wheat. Tbe automo

bile man's Idea of tluity cents as tbe 
cost of production must be laid an tbe 
shelf along with other oobwebby Ideas 
regarding farming and the farmer. 
It will no doubt be shown upon care
ful investigation that tbe cost of pro
duction depends largely upon coll, 
wsatber conditions, a number of oth
er things,'not generally reckoned with. 
by the magazine farm expert. 
Guessing Won't go in tbe business and 
longer. We want to know. ®y co
operating with the Agricultural Col
lege, thru Professor Donegbse, yon 
can help very materially Jtowerd se
curing definite data cancemlng the 
cost of work done on tbe farm, and of 
the crops produced. iMd n band. 

Trust Your 

It's pretty bard to know 
what to do sometimes, 
isn't it? Thoee are the 
times when it comes 
down to "faith <$k the 
•tore.'1 

Our customers trust us 
pretty much tbe same as 
tbey do their doctor, be
cause tbey have faith in 
this store. 

Strangers in town would 
do well to learn our 
store. 

McCoy & Co. 
LELiWD BLOCK 

C. E. Reed of Hastings, Minn, was 
a caller at the Independent office 
Wednesday. He is a real estate man 
and. will probably open an office al 
Schaffer, N. D. 

LOST—A brown saddle horse, which 
escaped from rider, seventeen miles 
southwest of Minot last week. Brand-
U with lazy H connected, on left shoul
der. I* inder notify Frank Roach, Mi
not, N. D. - 129 

Less Than Factory Prices! 
OUR big summer sales are over, but as our buyer is arranging to go East about August 

1st, where he will spend several weeks In the purchase of a mammoth and beautiful 
up-to-date stock of Men's Finest Merchandise, WE MVLST CLEAN EVERY
THING UP IN A HURRY TO MAKE ROOM for the huge consignments 
which will soon start to arrive. We have quite a few broken samples in Men's FINE 
EARLY FALL SUITS, PANT*S, SHOES, HATS etc., etc., etc., which we 
must dose out at once, and If you come to our store new yeu can have them at practically your own price. Here 
are only a few of the real bargains: 

Men's Fine Trousers 
Lay in a stock of them at once. We never 

carry any goods over from one season to the 
other. We will sell you one pair or a half dozen 
pair of trousers cheaper than you could buy them 
for in crate lots at the factory. We have many 
samples and bro en lots which we today throw 

tfie market for what we can get. on 

Straw Hats Must Go 
There are still about two months left ir whioh 

to wear Straw Hats, but we must eet rid of our 
entire stock within the next few days. Prices 
are no object here. Come and take your pick 

About 100 Fine Suits 
Despress-Lowenstein and Nathan Sons lines, 

up-to-date in every respect and fine for summer 
and early fall wear. If we have your fit left 
come in and get a nifty suit at Your Own Mot 

Everything In Our Entire Stock 
Must Go Regardless of Price 
You who hare been in our store know bow 

small it is in comparison to the stock we carry, 
and you can realize what we are up against 
when it comes to getting crate after crate of new 
goods in. It is simply up to us to get what we 
can for the goods and let them go at that. Here 
is a chance of a lifetime. 

About500 Pairs Fine Shoes 
Our Shoe sales this season have broken all 

records; but we still have about 500 pairs left in 
broken sizes and samples whioh we will close 
out as follows: 

$4.00 and $5.00 Shoes 
at - - • ' -• {2.15 

• 145 
Work and Drt*t Shirt, 

$2.50 and $3.00 Shoes 
at -

Here is the finest chance you ever had of buy
ing fine Shirts cheap. We can't spare the room 

3" an have too many shirts. 
Fine Work Shirts, 

worth 75c, at 

Good Work Shirts, 
worth 50c, at 

Note the prices: 

38. 
18. 

GORDON BROTHERS COMPLETE OUTFITTERS Minot, N. Dak. 


