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Davis 
Has an Inimig 

tlilS SOME INTERESTING THINGS 
CONCERNING WHAT HE ALLEGES 
3 WAS A FORCED CIRCULAR-

GLAD THAT MURPHYî  JviO 
* OPPOSES HIM 

or 

Minot, N. D.. July 25, 1»1». 
To the Editor of the Independent: 

Nov tha* the primary eJectJen Is 
over, and there being sufficient time 
tor investigation by the tarpayers 
•ltd voters, I "have thought this an 
Opportune .time to expose the bastard
ly atteivpt to deceive tbe voters of 
this coonty made a tew 'days before 
the last primary election. Many oC 
your readers doubtless will recall a 
certain printed circular heeded: 
"Ward County Tax League," to Which, 
ni amended the same of BL Ki»: 
eared m secretary, tiut mi circulate* 
tnmany parts of fhe 'oounty a tew 
days before June 29, 1910. It is of 
fbh circular that 1 (desire to say ttut 
tkt notorious '"Major" Murphy, Louis 
A.' Larson, county ^auditor, John 
Lynch, candidate for icier It of district 

thatbib name wae ĵnil to tbe pa
per without hie knowledge or author
ity, so I concluded I. weald see Ur. 
Kamerud. On Sunday afternoon. 
June 26th, I wwt to tie (ann of Peter 
Benson, northwest of Harder, and 
found' Mr. KamsraA there. When I 
-showed him tto circular, he tnunedt-
ately disclaimed any lhaowledge oi it, 
and -declared the signing of his name 
to it to be a forgery; He stated that 
he was not secretary of or member of 
any Tax League, and knew of no 
suah organisation as the 'î ferd 
County Tax League." Mr. Kamerud 
then signed the following statement, 
which epeaks for itself: 

Meadow Grove Farm, 
Peter Benson, Prop, 

Ryder, June 
Do tbe Voters and Taxpayers of Ward 

County: 
I hare fust besa shown a printed 

(circular headed, "Ward Oountv Tax 
League," which purports to be <a re-
T»rt of a' socalM Tlax League, dated 
July 15, 1916, and subscribed toy me 
as secretary of Ward Oouaty Tax 
League. I desire to brand <3»e whole 
matter as false, and to state that 3 

I? 

know nothing about the truthfulness 
court, and William Murray, candidate' of the contents of said -circular, and 1 
for-county jodge, -.are "presumably re
sponsible foT tbe circulation of -this 

s false and forged circular among the 
voters, at least it . circulated in the in
terest of these;'three candidates, and 
It was a deliberate' ;&ndi dastardly ̂ at-
tempt by {those circulating it to de
ceive amdmMeadthe taxpayers and 
voters of thie county, and to Induce 
them to vote for and elevate Into ot-
floe this gang of Murphyites, who 
were repudiated by the voters in 1904. 
This forged circular starts out with 
a'drifbonite^  ̂ .by Jtejini?: 
"This league was prganised ito call 
your attention -to* few prowau tacts. 
It was quietly organised some weeks 

«H subscribed ;by fifty qsm paying 
|S.M dKlLn Jmdgoeson ftntthento 
state: "lit <saicuft̂ «pmHfttai» was 
appolnted/with instrustlons to make 
• fsp anft liir Vinveotlp«on and 
cfpBvartooa, :aad ascertain, If ;poMl-
bfethe soanoe ofleaka and tbe whys 

. and wherefores..5 In other words, why 
tbe taxes we so high. aad what is 
the remedy. A preliminary report 
has been made by the committee, 
and the effioem ̂ are authorised and 

'' directed to send .a list of the fleet re
port (there wUl ;be other reports from 
time to timej to every taxpajw in 
Ward county.** 

Each and every statement of ifche 
above quoted1 portion of the circular 
la as false as the scoundrels who con
ceived, prepared and circulated it. 
This purported report, of the purport
ed committee of a purported Tax 
League,, commends the present board 
of county, commissioners, Louis A. 
l<ar son, county auditor, John Lynch, 
a candidate for clerk of district oourt, 
aad William Murray, candidate for 
ooanty Judge,,and condemns Knuto T. 
"fthe present clerk of district 
court, and myself, as county Judge. 
Bear In mind that Larson, Lynch and 
Murray were all kioked out of office 
by the. voters, at the election in 1904, 
at the time when the control of the 
county was taken out of the hands 
of the boss boodlja "Major" Murphy, 
who has. since been convicted of for
gery, alleged to have been practised 
by Mm during the time when these 

Sie candidates held county offices, 
s circular was dated June 16,1910, 

but for obvious reasons was not cir
culated until June 24 and June 25. 
and theft In only remote parts of the 
county. Th« f&ct that such circular 
had (been sent out came to my atten
tion on Saturday, June 25th. 1 im
mediately took steps to get poss-s-
slota of one. aad telephoned to Don-
nyforooik and othet- places, and Anally 
obtained one on Sunday, June aeon, 
from a man coming from Oarpio. Up
on reading the circular, I knew It was 
false, for the reason that I knew that 
the figures and etatementa made 
•boat the office of county Judge were 
untrue, and I also knew that no one 
had been in tha office of the county 
Judge examining Or inspecting tha 
records. I kneif Ed. Kamerud, whose 
name was appended to the circular, 

. a^d knew that had he been at the 
court house making an Investigation, 
I would have known It 1 believed 

assert emptuiitkrally tfoat I had >notSi-
ing whatever to do with tiie prepara
tion of said circular purported rto be 
signed by me, and 1 did mot eign any 
paper whatever as to the expenses 
and extravagance at axr county o ffi
cer. I brand itibe whole matter as' 
false aad a fake, and,the signing of 
my name to said circular as a forgery. 
I do not belong to any Tax League, 
nor an# I secretary of Imy Tax League. 
I was in Minot June 20, 1910, and 
saw and talked with Louis A. Larson, 
county auditor, Hve days rafter .the 
purported date of satd circular. Lar
son asked ine lf I wmfld Join a "Ward 
County Tax League/' I tdld ,fajm 
onewaactganissd, 
thing, I woold join it. But no suck 
league has been organised to mr 
tooirtedge. I brand the Alible rtlllng! 
:«a a fabrtcatjcn anil * Jorgsry. ' V' 

<fl|gMfl>) SB. JCaaMrad. 
Wttaeasea to «gn»tu*e. 

Pater Beneoa, 

Uf SL A. Olson. 
'jV- '.>i' 

/There wane present .when Mr. iiain-
erud signed the above statement, be
sides the witnesses who Appear .above, 
A. J. Brunner, John H. Stenersen .and 
myself, besides the family of Mr. 
Peter Benson audi Mr. KamerUd 

Upon toe printing and circulating 
of this denial of EM. Kamarud's, Louis 
A. Larson, county- auditor, came out 
with a circular letter in which, he stat
ed in substance thai |f Ed. Kamarud 
signed the above statement "then jhe 
is a Uar," and further stated: "Kam-
«rud was secretary of the league, 
signed the statement, and authorized 
tiie issuance of the report, which, la 
true and accurate." Louis A. Larson, 
our county auditor, therebv admits 
his part in the false circular, aad ad
heres to it that the contents of the 
circular ware true when he knew then 
and now that his statement that Kam
erud lied, as well as the statements 
contained! In the circular about the 
organisation of a Ward County Tax 
League and the report of a commit
tee were absolutely false, as Is every 
line of the said circular. This circu
lar headed, "The Ward County Tax 
League," it Is thought, was written 
by "Major" Murphy,, without any ref
erence to the records or the facts, 
and with, the deliberate and premedi
tated purpose, of misleading and de
ceiving ithe voters. It shows upon 'ts 
face that It was a despicable attempt 
to deceive, as It claims that fifty men 
organised a Tax League, and appointed 
a committee. Right here let me ank 
Murphy, Larson, LynCh and Murray 
to produce these fifty own ££ jnyr of 

1%« precious Ibunch of political 
monte banks la carrying out thi|)r 
ttfan of dleceptlon even went so lar.ai 
to have -envelopes printed, ''Return 
to Ward County Tax League, Atlnofc 
N. Oak." for the purpose of convey
ing the impression that such a 
leaffee (?) had officea ia this city.; 
Many of the circulars were mailed 
alt Burlington, which waa for the 
purpose of preventing those accused 
by the circular from knowing ita con
tents in time to answer before elec
tion. I «m informed that the circu
lar was printed in Grand Porks pre
sumably for the same reason. 

Now that there Is no campaign on, 
at least there Is plenty of time for 
Investigation (before the fall election, 
I am going to Invite the tax-payers 
who have seen, or who liove or can 
obtain m copy of this "Tav League" 
'circular to «ome to my offioe w!hea 
in Waot or to come to Minot «ape-
'dtalty for the purpose, and examine 
the records of my oAoe,and compare 
the facts with "the untruths cC the 
(circular . I will ;ask them to go with 
me to Louis A. Larson, ooanty audi
tor, smd ̂ temaaiB of him to know who 
the members of the "Tax League" 
are. To be shown tne ̂ gnature of 
fid Kamrud to this report. I will In
vito them to go 'with me to the oflke 
of the county treasurer and see how 
much taxes are paid by '"Major" Mur
phy, and to go with me to the county 
commissioners and see why they re
torted and refunded $25*.38 or there 
abouts in/taxes to this ma^, Murphy, 
and also ascertain :frivm these com
missioners bow much county money 
was deducted and given by the board 
in settling 'with John Lynch for his 
shortage with the county when he 
was cleUE olf .the district court, foe 
taxpayers are urgently ^requested to 
maike a full iinvestigatkm of this mat
ter.. If th«y will do <do this, they 
w92 :fliid tlwt tthere has been jiO'S«ch 
organisaition ias the ^WMd County 
Tax League." • That thew were; not 
^a»peyer» er otbsf ̂  persons coniMh-
ntipg ^96.0f 'meb.;jii*tag ,a fund of 
|2Sft00. That iEMjKanerud was'never 
m member or aecretasy «f any such 
'league or any -tax league, or .any «r-
«aniaation of ithat kind, lor'the p«r-
pose J>f 'Investigating high taxes.  ̂
They wi ll Aad that BkL "Kamerud's 
-name was eigmed by MuTphy or Lar
son, or one of their heaehmen, and 
without the knowledge or authority 
of Mr. Kamerud. I will aA them to 
go with me tothe - office of Knute T. 
Hagen and examine hie'records, and 
compare them with the • records of 
J<An Lynch, -when he was clerk of 
dictrict court, and ;ask the lawyers 
and men who do business with the 
clerk of district court what kind of 
clerk Hagen makes, and the kind of 
.clerk John Lynch made. I will ask 
them to go to the office of the idty 
auditor or the city attorney and as 
certain th efacts about the charge of 
collecting Illegal foes from the csfcy 
by Murray as police magistrate. 

The tax-payers are urgently invited 
to make an investigation of those 
matters for themselves, and not de
pend upon su<Si untrustworthy char
acters as Murphy. Tbey owe it to 
themselves to ascertain One facts. 
Do not telle** all you hear during 
the heat of a campaign or lilee 
statements made by corrupt poiitl-

jesktng to gat into control, 
but ln*|ettgate for yourssif at a tfme 
when facts can. be aaoertaina*. 

Am tip m the office of county Judge 
Is concerned. It is subject to inspec
tion by any of the taxpayers of Ward 
county >at any time during business 
houn.| 

It would require too much space at 
this tintp to go into detail in denying 
each aifd every charge made against 
me by |he Murphy gang. But one 
particular part of this purported re-
pott of the purported' committee, 
reads: 

"Tour committee talked with- one 
T. O. Semus of Ryder township, who 
was one of the 48 Jurymen, and he 
was most emphatic in his denuncia
tion of Davis for extravagance." 

Can at my office aad let me Aow 
you by 'our official record of Jurors 
ithat no jMdhname as 'T. O. Semus" 
appeaiis| that no soch Juryman was 
<ev«r drriwn in the county court. This 
alone ought to convince any reason
able man that the purported report 
-was mate from the "whole ckJth", all 
false, absolutely, disgustingly false. 
Murpttyism crops out all through this 
forged circular. 

Muivhy appears to have a particu
lar grooeh against me. Be doubtless 
believes he has reasons, and yet 
he has no good reasons. It became 
my duiyvupon one occasion to bind 
him tfve t̂o the district court on two 
charged of forgery. The fact that 
be was "Major" Murphy di1. ist awe 
me in fee least It never occurred to 
me that be was entitled to different 
treatment than other men who have 
been (Jpralgned before me charged 
with crime, and I treated him pre-
reclsety as i have treated1 others. His 

-aabseqaant oonvlction for the crime 
Iter which I committed him appears 
'conclusive of the fact that 1 did not 
wrongfully ocauntt him. He also 

"finds fault that I have taken part 'in 
:Cavor of the appointment «f Mr. 

"Brunner as postmaster at Minot. I 
•believe, as a citisen and as a patron 
of the ®ost̂  office at Minot, that I 
should hsive aa SMKh rtght to <sndorae 
a {person tor postmaster as any ' Other 
fokisen. 1 would certainty feel that 
I wae derelict tn my duty -as -a 
oiflzei} if I failed <te protest'' against 
ian appointment that wouSd pot the 
-control of the United States' money 
and the Cinlted States* mall at Minot 
Into the hands of one who bas proven 
so talae as has "Majoi" Mnrptey. 

I am proud \ot the fact that Ifur-
plhy is againflt sme. I glory In 4fhe 
apposition at Murphytem. 1 consider 

look into the matter and get the 
facts now while there is time. Don't 
forget that my office Is open and may 
be inspected by dtlsens who want 
tha facts. 

I was nominated with tha opposi
tion of Murphy by a majority of Ml, 
for which I am very grateful to the 
voters, and I am advised that this 
man Murphy is advising »•"•* insist
ing upon a oontest by William Mur
ray, hoping to prevent my name ap
pearing on the ballot at the fall 
election. Ask yourself, Mr. Voter, 
why Murphy is so strongly opposed 
to my re-election as county Judge? 
Do you want any better recommends* 
tion tor a public office than the fact 
that such public office Is opposed by 
this Prince of Political Fakers. 
"Major" John S. Murphy. 

Respectfully yours, 
KBHEMIAH DAVIS. 

MHM DUFFY BRINGS CONTEST. 
Miss Duffy of Ross has Instituted 

a contest for tha nomination of su
perintendent of Mountrail county, al
leging irregularities in the count. 

According to the returns of the can
vassing hoard. Miss Bessie Kane, for
merly of Minot, received 1,026 votes; 
while Miss Duffy was one vote be
hind- Miss Kane has engaged Geo. A. 
McGee as her attorney and will fight 
the case. 

Sllss Duffy claims that In one pre
cinct, where the vote was first given 
as a tie the canvassing board made 
another count, found ten votes for 
Miss Kane and nine for Miss Duffy, 
and changed the figures on the re
turns. The result of the contest will 
be watched with Interest. 

CHICKEN HAD TUBERCULOSIS 
A Oedar Palls (la.) veterinarian has 

discovered tuberculosis in a chicken. 
A woman of that city who waa dress
ing a fowl for dinner, noticed that the 
intestines, did not look right and sent 
the fowl to an expert for the tuber-
cuEta test, me lungs were found to 
be affected also. The chicken was 

consumptive family. 

outo toange 
County Boundaries 

KENMARITES WANT WARD COUNTY 
TO TRADE RENVILLE SEVEN 

TOWNSHIPS IN GOOSENECK 
FOR SIX TOWNSHIPS IN 
VICINITY OFGLENBURN. 

L. F. Clausen, a prominent Ken-
mare attorney was in Minot Saturday 
and while here informed tbe Inde
pendent that many in Kenmare wans 
considering the feaaability of cutting 
the seven townships of the famous 
"Gooseneck" off from Ward county 
and annexing that territory to Ren
ville county, in exchange for the six 
townships in the Olenburn country, 
which might be added to Ward 
county. 

Mr. Clausen said that such an ar
rangement would suit the people of 
Kenmare much better than to live in 
the Gooseneck" and he thot that 
Ward county would profit by the ex
change. 

To make this arrangement effective 
it would first be necessary to secure 
petitions from the voters living in the 
townships to be effected, asking that 
the proposition be submitted by bal
lot at the next general election. What 
he was afraid of was that one propo
sition might carry and the other not. 
Prominent Kenmare attorneys are now 
looking up the law to see if it would 
he possible to submit both proposi
tions by one vote. 

Mr. Clausen said that he realized 
that Kenmare had only herself to 
blame for this state of affairs, but the 
people there were willing to do most 
anything to become annexed to Ren
ville county. He stated further that 
Kenmare did not hope to become tbe 
county seat of Renville county in case 
these propositions carried. 

FARMERS, GET TOGETHER!? 
Shell, N-. D.. 

Mr. Editor:— 
Having in mind your generosity for 

giving valuable space in your moat 
excellent paper, whereby the public 
can unburden themselves of weigh-

. ty( ?) opinions can I cast upon those carrion methods for existenoe. Look |\ . , , ,. .,  ̂ , I broad and manly shoulders the fol-
j lowing? This1 is an age of economic 
combines in which great financial re-

As -chickens are considered the filthi
est animal that walks through tbe 
barnyard, it Is ftot strange that they 
should contract the disease in their 

to your fowls when preparing them i 
tor the taMe. 

8HOULO NOT BLOW OFF STEAM. 
It is. -strictly against the rules of 

the Soo Railway company for the en
gineers to blow off steam between fche 

it «in honor to be;opposed by him, tor [depot and the Soc round house, and 
to have his support would be some tthe city limits on the west, yet this 
evidence that I was not an honest |rule is disregarded quite often. The 
man. In' conclusion, I would state, engineer guilty of t^is offense will 
that I always have and allwwye wtil certainly get a thirty, day lay off, if 
oppose graft, corruption and Murphy-1 reported. \ 
ism, and they are synonomoue terms,' The other day a team of horses was 
and if opposition to these things is s badly frightened in the\ city by the 
grounds for my (defeat, I shiaH wel- S steam from a Soo engin^, and a bad 
come defeat. jirunaway narrowly averted 

This circular states that "there 
will be other reports from time to 
time." When this committee (?) 
Again makes its report it will doubfr 

be a lew days ibefore the fall 
election. Now is the time for this al
leged committee to report, so that 
those accused will ham time to re
ply before the -election. I trust that 
those who have been deceived will 

Those worthies are asked to pro-
dace the committee that made ue 
repor* and who Investigated the iee-
ords at the court house. During the 
last few days of the primary cam
paign thls oireslsr was beteg Indus-
triomsly circulated In the inters* of 
Larson, Lynch and Murray, and for 
the sole purpose of deceiving the vot
ers of Ward county, so these Mur
phy candtdatee mltfht receive votes 
enough to nominate thorn to oflko. 

MRS. RODE VERY POORLY. 
A. postal card received from J. W. 

Rode of San Diego, Cal., states that 
Mrs. Rode Is still very poorly*. Mr. 
Rode hopes to make Minot a vasit 
in the near future. Mrs/Rode's many 
friend* hope to bear of her improve
ment. \ 

DON'T 
RUN 

Get a good watch to run for you, and 
be sure of your minutes. An accurate 

reliable time>keeper can be bought now 

fOT liftle money. , 

CHANGES LOCATION. 
The Illinois Land & Loan r:o., 

which has occupied a part of the 
Samuel son basement for more than 
a year, now has headquarters at the 
home of the manager, H. F. Bartllng, 
307 Ramstad street, opposite the 
Methodist church. 

' > S -- ' i . 

W .  H .  R B I O H A R T  
kXCL.U8IVB[JeWELBR MS ̂  •• 

i&S&i 

ITALIAN LABORER DIES. 
An Italian railroad laborer, whose 

name we were unable to obtain, died 
Thursday night In a tent near the Soo 
round house. The man had been Hi 
for some time from tuberculosis. The 
remains were buried In this city this 
afternoon. 

WHEAT A LITTLE THIN. 
Dick Barrett has begun harvesting 

his 2,000 acre crop. The crop Is rath
er light, Mr. Barrett says, and some 
of h!s wheat is so poor that he throws 
his binder out .of gear between stalks. 

suits are obtained, production cheap
ened and prices controlled. Not ne
cessarily by injustice, but combina
tions can be operated with strict Jus
tice to afl and save thousand's and 
thousands of dollars tlhat are practi
cally wasted now in profits to "go be
tween s" and misdirected effort. All 
this waste muBt be carried by those 
who lhave no combination and are try
ing to do business entirely independ
ent of their brother craftsmen, men 
who owned flour mills have sold out 
to combines and taken stock for 
same that now pay them more in divi
dends toan the mill ever earned inde
pendently, men who owned smelters 
sold their plants to a combine for 
stock, thereby gaining much over the 
independent way, and so on. Almost 
every business is sailing along 
smoothly to financial success, under 
a Ceptain of Industry except farm
ing. Now why can't men who own 
farms sell to a combine for stock, say 
value each quarter section at ten thou
sand dollars in stock. Cheapen pro
duction, concentrate effort, do away 
with "go-betweens" take all the pro-' 
fits and sail along with the other 
combines under a captain of industry 
that knows all the best Harbors and 
all dangerous places on the broad sea 
of human endeavor. 

• >-. Tours truly, 
HENRY DYE. 

MRS. JOHNSON ILL. 
Mrs. C. A. Johnson returned Mon

day from Bottineau, where she was 
ill for a time. (Mrs. Johnson was 
taken sudden ill while returning from 
the lake and it beoame necessary for 
her to stop at Bottineau for treat
ment. She Is recovering nicely. 

DROUTH IN ILLINOI8. 
A report received from Illinois 

states Hut the corn crop between 
Chicago and Clinton, la., is in danger 

i from drouth. Tills la the main crop 
of that section of the state and tSe 
farmer* are considerably alarmed. 


