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Noith Dakota farmers

Too wmany
and business men have been satis-
lied 10 keep the e¢ven tepor of their
way, and aliow the unearned incre-
went to hring them a comforiable liv-
ing for the future, In many cases,
however, the business man has been
L0 meet.

comjrelled competition  s0

that he has not been benefitted by the
growth of his community alone. The

farmer on the other hand has in most
cases profited by the progress of the
state, It has meant for him an in-
creage in the price of his land. He
has been making money in addition
to what he has earned each year,
The unearned increment is slowly hut
surely making him wealthy.

North Dakota has a host of progyes-
sive farm@&® who are repaying soci-
€ty many fold for this unearned in.
orement. Put there are some far-
mers who have hbeen profiting thus
snd have given nothing in return.
Pvery clars of people owe a duty to
thelr state, to the community, to
theie family, yes, to themselves, The
farmer 18 not exempted. To society
he owes the improvement of farming
methods, the increasing of his zrain
production, and above all, conserva-
tion of North Dakota‘s fertile soll.
The state depends on him for (its
wealth and progress and the duty to
make good rests upon him.

Picture rural school life in North
Dakota. A little poorly lighted. poor
ly ventilated school building located
on the cold bleak prairles, the ther-
mometer standing L.eiow zero and the
wind blowing a gale, Watch the lit.
tle boys und girls ag they face the
cold breezes, trudging one or Lwo

miles tru the spow. A crime is
with thair clothing wet and their
shoes sné:wy and cold. A crme is
Leing committed in the name of edu-
cation. These cronditions are fast
changing and the next ten years will
see thousands of consolidated schools
lccated in the various township, The
children will be hauled to and fro in
warm covered riegs by a soter, com-
poiert drives.  Arriving at the mod-
err: school huilding, they will r.e.ceh'a:
fosuuction from
teachers the normal schools turn out.

some of the hest

‘The legislature is going to do some-

thing in the way of rural school aid
thig winter. It can‘t come too fast,

As hadly as we need better farming
methods generally, we need better
magket facilities more. There {8
something radically wrong with cur
marfeting system, The greater the
crop the farmer grows, the more ox-

pensive it becomes for himto harvest
ft, and the less he is compelled to

sell 1t for. It doesn‘t take very long
to figure how quickly a farmer will
“go troke” and some get in that pre-

ulcawent Lelore tuey have time Lo do without doing the actual work them:

any lguring. \wWe'd LKe some prainy
lusiBiator o plan & way by which the
egislature could help our farmers,
Wwe Lelleve that our fiiend, J, W.
sunth of Surrey, can furnish some
tood for thought on this subject,

The coming session of the legis-

lature will tee gocvd laws enacied for
the improvement of cur highways, cur
rural schools and laws that will tend
to make the farm a better place to
Jt“is understood that Mr, Hau-
ra, who favorg all of these things.

live,

will dwell upon them at some length

in his message. A road is no bhet
ter than its worst spot and fa™iners

and their familics can hardly enjoy
country life until the highways are
put into shape. New York hus ap-
propriated $50,000,000 dollars for the
improvement of her highways. North
Dakota naturally has the finest rcads
in the United States and they can Lo
made permanently good with a small
comparative cost.

Those who insured in
Hail
losses this year, have not yet re-
ceiveq their warrants. Last year W,
C. Gilbreath, the state hail cominis-
the
treasurer and the losses were paid.

the State
Insurance Co, and sustained

sioner, drew the warrants on
This vear a fHuestion wag raised a=z
to whether it is constitutional
any official except the audior to is
Atty, Gen, Miller
holds that the state bail commission-

for

Sue warrants,

¢r has no power to issue such war-

rants,
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The Independent has ever .encour-
aced better farming and weTwpe 0
see the farmers continue to grow
a great crop of grain if he gets such

a low price that there can te no
nmoney in it for him. Such farmers

might Better farm on a smaller scale,
take life easier, do less hiring, there-
by running smaller risks and being
surer of a profit, be it ever so small,
We don‘t helieve that farming on a
tig scale is gzoing to make anyone
rich very fast.

The Better Farming Movement in
this state is a zood,one and the work
is spreading rapidly to new communi-
ties, The idea isn‘t =0 much for an
expert to educate the farmer, ae it 13
for certain experiments to he trled
out in the various communities where

selves, The interest rates are bound
to Bo down just as quickly as the
peopie becorfie more prosperous, As

an example of this wé might clie you
to conditions in Wells county where

a year or two ago the interest rates
were as high as 10 and 12 per cent,
The farmers are in & more prosper
ovs condition this year, they have

fering money as low as 7 per cent in
real estate loans.

Letter security to offer and the varil |3
ous banking institutions are freely of- |

The government detectives are look
ing for Jas. E, Sutton of Kenton

Micli,, swindled
publie out of many thousands of Jdol-

Iarbor, who
lars. Sutton contracted for tncusands
of dollars worth of space in the news.

rer barrel,

to make his getaway. Many lettersg
are still arriving =at the Michigan
town but they will te returned, The
Independent suspected that there was
A& “nigger in the woodplle” and turn-
ed down this crook’s advertisement,

R. A. Nestos will soon become
state’s attorney and many are look-
ing forward with a good deal of ln—,
lerest to see how he conducts the
tusines®. T1f he intends to go after
the lawless element with vehcmence,
he will undoubtedly find plenty of
work to do, notwithstanding the fact
that there have heen many criminal
prosecutions of late. Mr., Neatos will
have a ®ood many things to learn.
but he is an apt scholar and will get
next to the zame in short order, Mr,
Nestos has arisen to his present po-
sition by his own labor, overcoming
many obstacles, and a host of friends
are hoping that he'll make a good
record

The popiilation of North Dakota is
777,066, This is the number of per-
scns North Dakota now supports cn
her tilled acreage, The number ot
persons thie state might support on
her present tilled acreage is 3,333.-
€62, so you fee we have room right
now for 3,356,506 of you who are liv
ing from hand to mouth in the crowd-
ed east, It doesn't take an expert

the reseults are apnarent, ‘Thus the |
farmers will he able to compare re-'
sults and get an exchange of ideas
that will prove of value. Many
things are learned about the farming
BAMe every year,

The HKigh cost of living is ottribu-

ted to a number of things, among
which are: high interest rates; ex-
orbitant freight and express rate

orbitant freight and express rates;
needless middlemen’s profit; monop-
oly prices on farm fachinery and nat-
ural products: too many men living
by their wits, instead of by the sweat

of thelr brows in other words, too
many gétting the products of labor

all times—you have

write.
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H. C. LANDER - -

FAR'I @ LOANS

IF YOU MAKE A LOAN
FROM US

You are assured of considerate service at

until your loan is paid up,

We are right on the ground and in the
1 event of short years will be able to eonsid-

er your interests better tham an outsider
1 would.

Our rates are the best offered and we abso-
lutely guarantee prompt service.

If you want a loan on your land be sure
and call and see us—or if you cannot call,

E. J. LANDER & GO.
- Wgr., Minot Office

only us to deal with .

Minot Willistes

, Sofry,

mathematician to figure that we have

papers of North Dakota and other|
states, announcing that he could fur |
nish fancy apples and pears at saw
Checks by the hundreds |
came nouring in and by the time hef
had collected several thousand dol:'
lars, he concluded that it was Liwne|

bank account.

Erix R. KaMsTaD,
President.

is the Mbestl

urigat ey
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24
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to make in life

The dollar mark is the only mark that is recognized
in all lands. Money rules the world. You
can be one of the rulers if you open a

Only the habit

of saving secures this dollar
mark—the mark of the
world’s most suc-
cessful men

St rt your career on the hig" road
" to success by opening an account
at this bank, A dollar will do1t,

Scandinavian-American Bank
Minot, N. D.

M.R. PorTER,
Cashier

Berthold Man Makes Interesting Com-
ments That Deserve the Conesider-
ation of Our Solons—Divorce the
Schools From Politics,

With a tig crop yleld, farm wages
$35 to $46 per month, harvest help
$3 to $4.50 per day, the hired man's
I ard ‘ha'eod o the farmet, thresh-
ing, 10 to 14 cente per bushel for
wheat, whe- selliny ar 68 conta jor
Lushel, the dockage increased aud the
grade redvced because of the plen

only about oneseventh of the popula
tion that we should have, Get in on

the ground floor and make:North Da-’
kota your home, You'll never he

With the creation of Golden Valley
county out of a part of Billings, there

are now 50 counties in the state and
it is keeping the publishergs of maps
in touch with the
c¢hanges, A few years ago there were
39 counties in the state, but four

counties were made out of Imperial
Ward, Willlams county was slashed
in two and Divide county formed,

Then Sheridan County was formed
from old McLean. “Little Mac” lost
his county division fight down at
Flasher but expects to change the
map two years hence,

busy to keep

North Dakoia, progreesive in most
things, sat back and let a numter of
Minneanolis capitalicts start the Bet-
Our statz
for years has had one of the best
agricultural colleges in the world, but
the Better Farming movement is do-
Ing a work that the college seemed to
have overlooked, The state could
well afford to appropriate a reason-
able sum for this work,

ter Farming movement.
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The Octoter snow stofm cost this
section of North Dakota half a mil-
on dollars. Much grain fs under
the snow, and nearly all of the flax.

which might have Deen sold for a
great deal mofé money could it have
been harvested and. marketed before

the cold weather set in, For weeks

after the storm, bask coflections were
at 8 standsti]] and have but recently

farmers will be caught,’ :
begun to pick up, Next year fower

tifulness of the crop, is there any
better proof that the interest rate is
too high? If g full crop yield woula
bring $1 to $1.25 per bushel farmers
could rLetter afford to pay 12 per cent
interest than 8 per cent when a full
crop sells for less than 80 cents per
hushel 2

Under conditions of slow progress
which has heen the farmer's reward
for the past three years, I believe
that the conditions warrant the de-
mand to place the maximum contract
rate of interest at 8 per cent,

Senatorial District,

Ward county wag divided by the
legislature of 1911 into two senatorial
districts, viz: No, 29, composed of
Minot and 36 townships, population
16,488. having one senator and four
representatives; No. 2, composed of
Kenmare and 22 townships, popula-
tion, 8793; having cne semator and
one representative,

PPopulation of North Dakota, 577,066,
Population of Ward county, 25281.
Number of representatives in the
state,' 112,

Basis of representation, one for
every 5152 population,

No, 2 has a majority fraction (8
793 minus 6,162), 8641 population
without representation,

No, 29, three representatives would
require a population of 16,456, Then
the state constitution, Sec, 29, con-
templates equal represenation where
a county is divided into more than
one district., Justice, fairness, hou-
esty and the present geographical
lines all demand that the next leg-
islature so amend the law that dis-
irict No. 3 shall have two représen-
tatives and No, 39 have threes repre-
sentatives,

Amend Some 8cool Laws.

The pride of a state should be its
school system. The school house is
to posterity what the fossil.is to me-
ology. The evidence by which to
judge the pagt, It is the monument
of educational progress, ;

Of the cardinal principles—iegls-
lative provisions, fudicial discrimina-
tion, executive proféction, sclentific
research, inventive ingénuity, moral

FARMER  SUGGESTS SOME
NEEDED LEGISLATION =555

progress, or embalming the conscious
--none should cause the citizén to
reach deeper into his purge than the
educational because in that provision
we realize. magnify and reflect the

joys of our beings and accomplish-
ments,

If there is any tax at which we

should offer no ohjection, it is the
school tax, We may censure the ex-

travagant or wrongful use of the

school money tut we should not ob-
ject to a school tax. Because this
subject challenges the admiration of
cur superior functions is all the tet-
ter reason why we should guard the
spending of our school friends as that
of a sacred trust,

The recent campaign for the office
of county superintendent of schools
proved ome thing very clearly and
that is the law regulating the mileage
account of superintendent of schools
is a very “lame law” and should be
amended, The defect can be cured
by prescribing a maximum limit ac-
cording to numter of townships or
schools in a county. When we take
into consideration the difference 1n
salary of the teacher who does the
actual work with the children and
the supt. who “entwines the red
tape” it ought to be considered under
stood that a county supt. should own
a horse and buggy as a requisite to
hold the $2,000 job, Yes, in all coun-
ties paying $1200 or more for supt.
of schools, It should be consideréd
like the past master who must In-
vest in all the furniture of his of-
fice without interest as a considera-
tion of holding the jor,

Divorce the School System from Pol.
itics,

Another lesson we should learn
from the recent campaign is the im-
perative necessity of divorcing the
school system from politics,

In the recent campaign for supt. of
8chools of Ward county the regular
Republican nominee compelled the
auditor, by order of the court to
place the one and same name on the
Democratic ticket, Thus putting the
campaign on 'a nonpeartisan basis,
Every reason for a non-partisan ju-
diclary applies to & monoartisan
teacher and trustees applies with
equal force to the entire school sys-
tem, Al state, county and township
school officers should bte on & mnon-
partisan ballot. \

Uniform Text Books,

Bectlon 285 school laws of 1911,
provideg that before a Yook company
shall enter or attempt to enter into
any contract with any school board,
such publishers shall furnish ocopies

—

of Looks to state supt, of 8choois whe

shall turnish a st of such Leoks thry

the county supt, to school distriete,

Then the districts may Luy such

books so listed. In short, an'y old

list of hooks that the state supt, may
ie ommend may be adopted Ly the

d 8 ricts,

Every achool district may adopt g
different text book, KEvery new got
cf school officers may change the
Looks, Kvery teacher may prevail
¢n the schocl board to change one or

| more books to suit her fancy. Every
 time a patron moveg from one dis-
| {rict to another the chances are fa-
voratle to the purchasing of ncw
looks,

There is no difference whethery the
looks are purchased by the patrons
or furnished by the townships, the
Looks must be paid for just the sume
and that from the pockets of the
taxpayers,

As an example of extravagancc gee
course of study for 1912,
different books arc recommented for
first grade. On the one subject read.
ing 88 different books are recom-
' mended, On page 95 some 18 hooks
!are recommended on the subject of
| Nature Study and then this language
'll used: “The list of course Is not
! complete.” On page 119, after nam-
!ing the “good” tooks on U. S. his-
' tory puplished by six different com-
' panies then the following language is
uced: “Books helnful in the U, 8.
history taught in the intermediate
‘ grades can be found listed in the cat-
alogues of any of the schoo! hook
companies * .
| About five feet of space is devoted
to purely advertisements of school
 took companies,
i Mr, Voter, did you not take cogni-
zance cf the fact, during the recent
campaign, that Superintendcnts, both
glate and county, have leen ‘“lobby-
ist” before the legislature for schoo!
laws? I8 it not easily understood
why we have such “lame laws” or
extravagant gaps in the law, when
the beneficiaries of such
done all the “lobbying ”

1t reports he true, the text book
, Hll Introduced in last legislature was
defeated by the “lobbying” of school

Mr, Farmer and Voter, if you will
form such organizations as suggested
by the Independent, discuss questions
and petition your memters of the les-
islature for such laws as you need,
vou can save money in the form of
taxes and prevent still higher taxes.

| GEO. T. MURRAY,
Berthold, N. D,

BIG DEMAND FOR
CREAMERY BUTTER

The White creamery manufactured

80,000 pounds of tutter this season,
most of which was sold right in the
Minot territory. At Jeast half of this
butter was shipped to Chirago and
. placed in cold storage and then re-
turned to this city, It cost $1.29 a
hundred to ship the butter to Chicago
and $1.49 per hundred to ship it
back.
thig city, this item of expense might
have heen saved. Creamery butter
was sold in Glenburn, Lansford, Sher-
wood and other surrounding towns
; that never handled much of it L:efore.
"At Ambrose, where the merchants
failed to handle it, a drug store bot
2 supply and worked up a big busi-
ness,

The high figure.set on wages will do
‘ much towards driving the farmers to
diversifying, Little money in hig
farms. Farmers are learning that
the surest money is to he made by
tilling only what can be JJooked after
nicely, without having to hire much.
Cut down the acres, increase the
vield, and learn to do without ex-
pensive lahor untfl the time comes

men are considered too irreverent to
read the Scripture, but this {8 not al-
ways the case, Oftimes an editor
knows about as much concerning
whatt can be found in the Bible as
the next fellow. . L, D. MeGahan.
editor of the Democrat, is making &
study of the Bible this winter, and
“Mac” reads the good took after he
retires at night, He's Hable to g»t
into a warm discussion with the ex-
pounders of the doctrine,

Alfred Charmstrom, from ten miles
east of Minot, was a holiday shopper
Friday, He iy one of the early set
tlers in that vicinity and is well sat-
fsfled with the result of his labore,

Kighteen )

With a cold storage plant in €

49.

lawe have 4, 7

. 14

e ?

when good men can be hired for what ., W
they are wortb,
IS READING THE BIBLE, &
| B
Sometimes printers and newspaper- L g ‘




