Charmed by
A Laugh

By WARREN MILLER

1 was working up a trout stream.
It was early summer, and the birds
were flitting among the trees that grew
on both sides of the brook and united
above, forming a complete arch and
shade except where the sun threw bits
of light between the. leaves.

There 18 a bird—I think It Is the
thrush, but I am not sure—that con-
tinually gives out two notes, the first
higher than the second. These two
notes were repeated time and again in
the trees above me and came from a
distance. They were very muslcal,
and I loved to hear them. In short,
they put the finishing touch on a per-
fect morning.

Buddenly there came one of these
brief songs, not from above, but ap-
parently from the other side of trees
beyond which I knew there was a
road, though I could not sece it. I was
in doubt whether the sound proceeded
from a bird or a human being and, if
from a buman belng, whether it was
an Imitation of the bird or whether
it was one of those short laughs that
may come from a child or a girl while
conversing and something pleasing or
funny Is said.

Hearing voices approaching, I be-
came more Interested in the song than
the trout, and, wading to dry ground
1 went up the bank a short distance
and, craning my neck, caught sight of
& bevy of girls passing down the road.
I could see only their backs, but by
thelr figures and thelr light tread I
knew they were young. [ caught only
a glimpse of them before they were
hidden by the trees, but in another mo-
ment I heard again those two melodi-
ous notes. I knew that they came
from one of these girls and were a ge-
sponse to some facetious remark.

We are grownup children. A child
will chase a butterfly, but will be turn-
ed aside by a gray squirrel. 1 had
been Intent on fish, but my interést in
them had been suddenly turned by two
musical notes of the human voice,
Imagination stepped in and construct-
ed the girl. I pictured ler fair, of a
bhappy disposition and altogether love-

I wauted to haul in my line, put
away the tfly and go after that girl, If
I did I would have to appear before
her In khaki suit and rubber boots to
my thigh.
ably lose her forever,
immediate action.
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If I did not I wouid prol- |
I decided uwpon |
My reel clicked for |

a few moments; then putting my rod |

under mwy arm and catching up a few |

trout I had hooked I climbed the bank
and set off down the road.

I was too late. I did not catch the
girls 1 bad seen passing. Where ther
had gone I could not discover. But a
short distance from my point of de-
parture I came to one of those country
inns where guests abound in July and
August and are deserted.the rest of
the year. On the porch were a great
many persons, old and young, among
them several girls, but I did not notice
any feminine group such as I had in-
distinctly seen. However, it seemed
to me that quite likely they belonged
here; that they had been for a tramp
and, baving returned, had goné inside,
If this hypothesils were not ¢orrect
they must have flown up and away in
the air. I could readily concelve of the
girl with the bird notes doing so.

It is singular that a man with many
attractive women to choose from
should set so much store by one he has
never seen, but has been attracted to
by nothing more than a couple of flute.
like notes emanating from her throat.
It goes to show that the imaginary s
stronger than the real. Be this as it
may, I resolved to leave the hotel
where I was stopplng and take up my
abode at the place I hoped to find my
Imaginary idol. Returning to my
quarters, I got Into more presentable
apparel and the same afternoon rode
down to the inn.

One of the first things 1 did was to
make inquiries whether there was a
girl in the house who laughed as a hird
sang. The question was well calculat-
ed to make me ridienlous, and it was
not long before I was known as the
man who was hunting for a girl with
a birdl'ke laugh, Having been pre
sented to several ladies sitting togeth
er on the porch, I asked my question
One of the group remarked to the oth-
ers, “That must be Annette Thurs-
ton. I've noticed that little langh of+
bers, and now that my attention has
been called to it there is something
birdlike in it.”

Though ail the group knew Annette
Thurston, no other of them had no
ticed what was so attractive to me.

As soon as the young zolks in the
house learned that the girl I was look.
ing for might be Annette Thurston she
was informed that a man bad fallen in
love with her laugh and was hunting.
for her. A young fellow of seventcen
came for me and took me to her for an
introduction,

Naturally the meeting was a trifle
embarrassing. Miss Thurston, who
found herself the center of n bantering
circle, blushed, but I noticed that she
looked at me as an object of interest.
The boys and girls ran away, and I,
throwing off my embarrassment, reas-
serted myself and began a conversation,

I took up my quarters at the hotel
and paid much attention to Anmnette
Thurston. At first she was rather shy
of me on account of the fun poked
at her by the other young people, but I
was not long in winning her love.

All this bappened years ago. I am
now known as the man who married
his wife so that he conld always hear
ber 1augh,

How little romance mowt persons
bave in theirs!
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Children’s Hair Bow
Ribbons, 25c¢ yd.

Good wide taffeta ribbons especially suitable
for hair bows. Colors, Pink, Copen, Navy,
Rose, Red, Sky, Yellow, Cream, also Black and
White.

Free Delivery

McCOY

Phone 131

DEPARTMENT STORE

This Store Opens

Minot, N. Dak.

Closes 6 P, M,
Except Saturday

Special
Women’'s Black Hose, 19¢ Pair

A regular 26¢ hose of wearing quali-
ties; hﬂl reinforced flexible ribbed top. To
people who know hosiery, to simply say the
are “Gordon Make” is proof of their depend-
able value, '

holm farmer, was in the city Wednes-
day.

-
&ooﬂ%;usinessman. was in the ecity
Monday.

Kent Morgan, genial Union Nation-
al banker, dis visiting at his home at
Oakfield, Wis.
land and loan business at Circle,
Mont., is in the city.

R. J. Piper of the Piper-Howe Lum-
ber Co. is transacting business in
Minneapolis this week.

Jesse Evans is in from his ranch in
Torning township recuperating from a
severe attack of the grip.

E. D. Skinner, who had charge of
the registration at Sawyer Tuesday,
grot the returns to this city Wednes-

ay.

Miss Margaret Holz of Willow City

4 Sherman, prominent Donny- 17

|
Sam Hanson, who is engaged in the

B. J. Sayder from nmgie.ix")u

wzs in the eity yesterday. He reporta

istrations from Sawyer ‘own-
Sawyer rillag-.

H

i TE
ghip and 21 from

| Mrs. Abbie Stenersen haz zone o

| Minneapolis for a visit and will re-
iturn via Casselton, N. D. nex: wesk
{to attend the state W. B. C. mertimg.
! L. 8. Fahler, one of the ffcient
|employes of the J. B. Beed Trazafer
iCo.. has invested in am ouifit 204 iz
{in the business for himaelf.

ephone is 40 White.

J. E. Elsberry, who
madge ranch at ‘!’awnn,

is 2elling hay
. 0. b. Towner for

1 $20 a ton. Mr. iz
kerry has 400 acres of hay land on hiz
ranch which can be irrigated when
desired. This makes a sure crop and
last year he cut 800 tons.

Olaf Christianson, registrar from
Spencer township, visited the Inde-
pendent office 'Wednesday. Twenty-

Don’t

site we now occupy, that
niture, hardware, carpet
just the same as usual.

just because we are erecting a new building on the

No Interruption to Regular Business
You will find our Furniture and Carpet Depart-
ments on the Second Floor.

New York Furniture
and Hardware S_tore |

Think-

you cannot get your fur-
and rug wants supplied

Baby Buggies
Go-Carts
Preambulators

From

$2.50

to

$38.50

Hia tel-|

ers’ Association convention.
‘atiend a bif Guernse;
and prabably buy a

He will
sale this week
ew more record

s,

Bring Jour scrap iron to the Minot
Hide and Fur Co. on Central Avenue
Faat. We are })aying from $9.00 to
$16.00 per ton for it. tf 7|

W. E. Delaforee, i r from Hid-
wwnshipmhe returns

to the city Wednesday. Forty-three !
registered in that township. He was|

the Ma-|
banker, who was registrar for|

| Makoti, where 42 registered also. {
| Mr. and Mrs. John L. Schlimgen of |
i Des Laes their lO—genr-old;
' daughter, Edna, to a Minot hospital,
where a successful operation for ap- |
icitis was performed esday. |

7. Schlimgen is one of the success- |

ful farmers of Des Lacs and has 300
'unu in crop.
; The Independent enjoyed a good
visit with 8. M. Camp, a Velva farm-
er who visited the city Wednesday.
Mr. Camp is an old soldier and fought
in the Battle of Gettysburg and ac-
companied Sherman on his march to
the sea. He has lived near Velva
since 1886 and is one of the best of
the pioneers of early days.

The state W. R. C. will meet at
Casselton June 12 and 13. The dele-
gates from the city, including the
state officers who will leave June 11
are Mrs. C. F. Truax, state president;
Mrs. Otto Gross, state secretary; Mrs.
Nellie Hendrix, Mrs. Madden, Mrs.
Gertrude Rowan, Mrs. Maxham, Mrs,
L. J. Palda and Mrs, Valker. Mrs.
Hunter, state treasurer, will return
from a visit in the east in time to at-
tend the meeting.

Petitions declaring Adolph Lehman
a dangerous character and signed by
73 fellow citizens in Richland county,
were read at his preliminary hearing.
The man is charged with the murder
of Matthias Wetzstein in a rrel
over the latter’s wife. It is said that
the man has threatened to kill at
least twelve of the residents of the |
community, accusing them of stealing

i

preparing to lynch him had he been
turned loose. 7

H. W. Gunter from Des Lacs visited
the Independent office recently and
gave us*an interesting account of his
recent auto trip from Florida. Altho
he is 69
journey of 2500 miles in a little more
than 20 days.
him, He says it cost them $250 to
make the trip. more than railway fare.
The roads thrn Tennessee were almost
impassible. The highways in that
state are mostly toll roads, over moun-
tains, thru mud and over rocks. He
says he went with his auto over places
where he would be afraid to drive
with a wagon,

Charles Larson, one of the success-
ful farmers from four miles down the
valley, visited the Indenend~nt office

i torpedoes are

stock from his ranch. Neighbors were |-

ears of age, he made the|,

His wife accompanied |!

the residents ¢f the river district have
to contend.
the odor is something, fierce and Mr.
Larson says if it gets worseé, the peo-
ple along the river will have to invest
In gas masks, ;

Chas. Good of Westby, Mont., was
in the city Monday enroute home from
a three months’ trip in the south and
west. He visited a sister in Kansas
City for three weeks and visited at
points in Texas, California and Wash-
mgton. He wandered around the old
World’s Fair grounds at San Francisco
and before the guards could stop him,
walked into a great buildi‘lllf where

: ing manufactured.
Charlie “got his eye full” before a
soldier took him gently by the arm
and escorted him away from the build-
ing, mformmg him that the president
himself could not enter the place.
Charlie stopped at Ural, Mont., with
an old friend, where he fished brook
trout for several days with success.

In March of each year|C
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A. P. Slocum is pufiing in thrse Seen t2aching seSool gervice because they are farmers with | Nelson farm 37 years ago. Mr. Lar- dealer from Bellingham, Wash., has i
sections of flax near Nashua, Mont. + Bring your serap iron te dhe Winot families. {son still lives in one of the most pic-|arrived for a visit with old friends, i
Olaus Wooster and Max Joanson Hide aud Far Co. on Centrai Avemue! Major Person left for Waukesha, |turesque spots along Mouse river, and to look after the completion of
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John Flemming, prosperous Fox- 31000 per ton for it | tending the Western Guernsey Breed- | the sewage from: Minot, with which |street southwest, which is to be oc- '

by the McKinney-Fuller Motor
Mr. Lee was one of Minot’s pio-
neer merchants and still owns con-
sg;i;mbie'-nluable property in this
eity. o
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Stockholders’ Meeting.
To the Stockholders of the Minot
Farmers’ Grain Asociation:

You are hereby notified that the
annual meeting of the stockholders of
the Minot Farmers’ Grain Association
will be held at the Farmers’ Elevator,
Minot, N. D., Thursday, June 28, 1917,
at one o’clock p. m. Three directors

S I S —

are to be elected for three years.
VAC BARTA,
6-7-t3-cg Secretary.

F. A. Ganser of Leeds, formerly
manager of the Bovey-Shute yards
in this city, was in town last week and 3
informs the Independent that he is .
making arrangements to move back to
Minot in the near future.

while we are in a
fully.

are unable to say.

Call and see us.

| Friday. Mr. Larson is one of the pi-
loneers of this section of the west.

| BUILDING
MATERIAL |

If you intend to build, better see us now
position to serve your needs

Our stocks are now full and complete, altho -
how long we will be able to keep them so we

On account of the car-shortage situation it
| is hard to get shipments.

 We carry everything in the building line,

PIPER-HOWE
LUMBER CO.

“A Safe Place to Trade” e
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