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STATE OWNED INDUSTRIES 
SHOW LOSS OF $641,041.52 

The End of a Perfect Day 

Bismarck, Feb. 1.—North Dakota's 
experiment in stateowned, state-oper
ated industries, cost $641,041.52, be
tween July 1, 1919, and Dec. 31, 1921, 
according to compilation made by 
Lewis F. Crawford secretary of the 
industrial commission, in the annual 
report of the commission submitted 
to the secretary of state today. 

There has been loss in the operation 
of the Bank of North Dakota, the 
Home Builders association 1 and the 
Drake flour mill, according to Mr. 
Crawford's report. 

The losses, particularly that of the 
Bank of North Dakota and the Home 
Builders association, will be much 
greater than the figures given above, 
Mr. Crawford asserts. The audit of 
the Bank of North Dakota, now being 
made by the Bishop, Brissman & com
pany, will undoubtedly result in the 
charging off of huge sums in bad 
loans and in money held in defunct 
banks, he says, and the refusal of 
practically every person for whom a 
home was built under the Home Build
ers association law to pay for his 
house at the price it cost to build, will 
increase the loss of that department. 
What the General Balance Sheet of 

State Owned Industries Shows 
The following tabulation is taken 

from the general summary of the 
work of the industrial commission. 

Summary of the expenses of the in
dustrial commission and the losses in
curved in the industrial activities of 
the commission from July 1, 1819, to 
Dec. 31. 1921: 
Industrial Commission—Dis

bursements and accounts, 
payable as per exhibit..$182,305.47 

Bank of North Dakota—'loss, 
as per exhibit 225,088.14 

Drake Mill—loss, as per ex
hibit 74,379.12 

Fargo office, Mill 
and Elevator as- \ " 
soc'iation, J. A. 
McGovern, man
ager, as per Ind. 
Com. report, 
1920 $15,088.09 

As per Ind. Com. 
report, Jan. 
1921 i 923.94 16,012.03 

Home Builders Association, 
losses, as per exhibit 113,256.76 

Total losses $641,041.52 
Appropriated sfnd collected 

from taxes, in aid of state 
industries ;— Industrial 
Commission $225,000.00 

Home Builders Appropria
tion (all spent) 100,000.00 

Terminal Elevator Fund,. 
(turned to Mill and Ele
vator association) ._ 124,374.45 

Interest on Home Biulders 
Bonds 52,697.35 

Bonds not issued—money in 
hands of State Treasurer 

' —For printing Bonds and ^ 
Issuing Bank, Mill and 
Elevator, Real Estate, 
Home Builders Series 45,000.00 

Interest on Bank Bonds... 109,358.44 
Interest on Mill and Ele

vator Bonds 138,863.18 

, Total $795,293.42 
"The above exhibit does* not include 

interest on appropriations expended, 

A . S. Spicher Will be 
Candidate for Sheriff 

A. S. SPICHER 

A. S. Spicher, of Des Lacs, whose 
term as county commissioner from 
the Fourth district expires on Jan. 1, 
1923, declines to become a candidate 
for re-election. Mr. Spicher explains 
to the Independent that while he has 
enjoyed his work as commissioner dur
ing the past three or four years, he 
feels that he cannot longer afford to 
give his time to the county for the 
meagre salary that a commissioner 
receives. As a matter of fact, a 
county commissioner's expenses about 
eat up his salary. 

Mr. Spicher has been asked by many 
of his friends to become a candidate 
for sheriff of Ward county and he has 
decided to make a run for this office. 
The second term of the present in
cumbent, A. P. Scofield will expire at 
the end of the year and it will be im
possible for this popular official to 
again become a candidate for the of
fice. 

Mr. Spicher is the second candidate 
to make announcement for county of
fice, subject to the June primaries. 
He has held the position of chairman 
of the board of county commissioners 
and has been a prominent figure on 
the bpard since his election. He is 
preparing to wage an energetic cam
paign if 'necessary to win. 

Demand on Cathro for Balance of 
Lemke Fund 

Atty. General S. Johnson has pre
pared a demand to be- made upon 
former Director General Cathro of the 
Bank of North Dakota, that he re
store' the rest of the "Attorney Gen
eral Wm. Lemke fund" which was col
lected about the state for the prosecu
tion of certain grain cases against 
the railroads,' and affecting freight 
and passenger rates within the state. 

The balance in the fund that Mr. 
Johnson has demanded that Cathro 
account for is $3,627.24. A deposit 
of $8,4;>2.S2 had been made up to 
March 11, 1921, and of this amount, 
up to Aug. 4, $4,894.54 had been ex
pended. No records concerning the 
deposit are available since that date. 

nor does it include anticipated losses 
in theJ3ank and Home Builders asso
ciation, which will be large, nor does 
it include shrinkage in the Grand 
Forks mill project—which is several 
hundred thousand dollars to date—due 
tcS contracting at peak prices of labor 
and material." 
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GOV. NESTOS TO ADDRESS PO
TATO CONFERENCE IN MINOT 

Jeanne Fuller Makes 
Hit in Vaudeville 

KIWANMNS ACCEPT CHALLENGE 
OF ROTARY; INDOOR BALL GAME 

BURNS CLUB MEMBERS HONOR 

Yesterday's meeting proved to be 
some what interesting on account of 
the change in program. It was made 
up entirely of club members. Lyle 
Benson, optician, gave an interesting 
talk on the "Eye". Following this the 
chairman called on the chairman of 
each of the Thirteen standing com
mittees for .a two minute talkon what 
their duties are, what they have done 
and what they expect to do. It was 
very interesting to all the members, 
and showed from reports made that 
every member was on the job. 

The weekly prize, was donated by 
George Benno, of the Bentto Drug .Co. 
and was won by Henry Byorum. 

G. D. Colcord, President of our 
sister club, the Rotarians, was a vis
itor at the meeting. It appears that 
a game of ball played between these 

i  two clubs some time ago did not end 
satisfactorially to the Rotarians »so 
they sent their president, who hap-

cued tu be tne strongest member in 
the club physically, to us with the fol-

j  lowing cnailenge: 
The Minot Rotary Club hereby chal-

langes the Minot Kiwanis Club to an 
indoor baseball game to be played on 
the floor of the Minot hign school 
auditorium on the night of Tuesday, 
February 9th, at the Father and Son 

! banquet. Aneicipating the acceptance 
| of this ehallange, the Minot Rotary 

j has already selected its Captain, ref-
I eree, seconds, principals and substi-
i lutes and they are all just "rarin to 
j go". There is one privilege which we 
; ask, however, although we do not de
mand it, and that is that in case the 
challenge is accepted^ou permit the 
Rotar,y team to select the umpire. 
You have probably not forgotten the 
out of door game which was played 
last summer between the Rotary anil 
iviwanis teams. Kiwanis claimed the 
victory, although but four innings 
were played. The Rotary will ever 
contend that Jupiter Pluvius opened 
the flood gates of heaven just in time 
to save the Kiwanins from ignoble 
defeat, for our pitcher, Roy Pence, 

had just succeeded in unwinding him
self and was going strong. We are 
disposed to be merciful unto the um
pire whose rotten decisions always 
favored our adversaries. But that is 
all a matter of history now. We 
turn over a new page. What we want 
to know is, "Have you any of the 
nerve left which you displayed in such 
generous quantities at the time of 
our game last summer? Dare you 
meet us on Thursday February 9th? 

Yours to serve, 
G. D. Colcord, President. 
Minot Rotary Club, 

Answer 
j The Minot Kiwanis Club accepts 
j with pleasure your kind invitation to 
!an indoor baseball game February 9. 
! Ha! Well do we remember how we 
• trimmed you last summer, and had it 
[ not been for the rain descending from 
. the heavens in such torrents, the 
f score against you, brothers, would 

have been something awful, 
j We concede to your selections, 
' stated in the challenge, but not to the 
; limit as expressed by your Highness, 
' allowing no one on the team over 
! seven feet tall or weighing more than 
1325 pounds. ... Let it be mutually 
' agreed that the sky is the limit, and 
that avoirdupois does not enter into 
this game. The joy of defeating you 
on your own grounds will be most 
gratifying to this club, and in the 
words of the army General "We have 
met the enemy and they are ours". 
We shall continue to live on and banish 
the thought that we are your superior 
in base ball, but continue to live as 
brothers fraternally. May we for
ever impress upon you that the Ki-

j wanis Club is a real Man's Club. 
Sincerely yours, 

| Minot Kiwanis Glub, 
| Carl N. Cox, President. 
1 P. S. We suggest that you a<ld a 
few doctors and nurses to your list, 
or is it understood that the Red Cross 
will act voluntarily in case of dis
aster to your team. We will have the 
undertaker with us. 

Miss Jeanne Fuller, daughter of Mr. j 
and Mrs. Fay N. Fuller, formerly of;  

this city, has made a wonderful hit i 
in vaudeville, and is now touring the j 
United States on#the Orpheum circuit. I 

Miss Fuller has favored the people 
of Minot many a time with her won
derful dancing and it will be little 
surprise to them to learn that she 
has been received with so much favor. 

Miss Fuller played, last week in ;  

Washington, D. C., and arrived in 
Boston this week and will then spend 
ten weeks in New York City. After 
making all of the large eastern cities,' 
she starts west via Chicago, Minneap- • 
olis, Seattle, Portland, San Francisco, 
with two weeks in Los Angeles, which ; 
will be about Sept. 1, then going thru ! 
the south, returning to Chicago about j 
Christmas. Considering that Miss i 
Fuller is but sixteen years of age, her' 
manager-considers that her future is j 
very bright. i 

Mr. Fuller, her father, was formerly j 
manager of the Fuller Motor Co., of 
this city and is now engaged in the 
distribution, of motor cars in Los An
geles. 

Robbers Entered Economy Depart- I 
ment Store Last Night j 

The Economy Department store was; 
entered by robbers last night, but 
owing to the good work of the local 
police, very little if any merchandise I 
was stolen. The night police in mak-1 
ing their rounds noticed that the glass 
of the rear door had bene broken. They 
notified Frank Morrow and Chas. Al-
my who arrived and the store was 
searched. No trace of the robbers I 
was found and it is possible that they| 
made their escape thru the front door. 
This was at 11 o'clock. The light in 
the office had been turned out. Mr. 
Morrow states that he has missed 
nothing from his department and Mr. | 
Almy says that it is possible that j 
several cans of goods may have been' 
taken from the grocery department.! 
The police undoubtedly thwarted the j 
plans of the robbers and saved the j 
store from considerable loss. 

Gov. R. A. Nestos, N. D. Gorman, 
assistant county agent leader, Henry 
L. Finke and J. J. Porter, of Berthold, 
E. A. Madsen and H. A. Kluver, of 
Burlington, A. S. Spicher, member of 
the Ward county commission, Maj. E. 
S. Person and County Agent Jc.hr: 
Husby of Minot, and others, will be 
speakers at the big potato conference 
which has been called for next Tues
day Feb. 7, by the Minot Association 
of Commerce. Farmers, bankers and 
merchants from all parts of north
western North Dakota have been in
vited to attend and assist in the <»)-
ganization of a potato men's associa
tion, for the entire section which "will 
have for its aim the making of north
western North Dakota one of the 
leading potato producing sections of 
the nation. 

"Governor Nestos was coming U, 
the city next week to attend the hard
ware men's convention Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday and he was in
vited to speak to the potato conference 
Tuesday and has accepted," the As
sociation of Commerce announced to
day. 

Included in the subjects to be dis
cussed at the conference will he meth
ods of financing warehouses, united 
action to advertise Mouse River loop 
products, financing farmers who need 
seed, having farmers select the right 
varieties of potatoes and secure pota
to machinery and marketing problems. 
A report will be made on the plan to 
build and conduct a warehouse in Mi
not by Halvor L. Halvorson, chairman 
of the committee in charge of organ
ization, while D. E. Mair will Tepoftt 
on the investigation instituted by tht 
Association of Commerce of com
plaints made by farmers of this sec 
tion against commission firms. M. 
D. Gorman, chairman of the Agricul
tural College committee making 
similar investigation and working 
with the Minot committee, Trill also 
make a preliminary report, it is t.x-
pected. 

The conference begins at 1:30 P. 
M. in the Association of Commerce 
rooms and will continue thruout ihi 
afternoon and evening. 

AGED MOTHER SEES 
SON KILL HIMSELF j 

Crosby, N. D., Jan. 31.—Unable to i 
summon aid because of the severity of; 
the weather, the 74 year old mother i 
of Berger Tangen, aged 44, who com- I 
mitted suicide in the presence of his 
mother by placing the muzzle of aj 
rifle to his head and pulling the trig- , 
ger, was forced to spend the night i 
alone in the house with the body. ! 

Tangen had been acting strangely 
for several days and seemed to have 
an idea that someone was after him. 
He had been a resident in the vicinity 
of Westby for the last 12 years, farm
ing the place owned by his mother. 

The mother attempted to sumimon 
aid after the shooting, but owing to 
the intense cold and Sfter freezing 
her hands and feet, she was forced' 
to return home. She set out again • 
the next morning and succeeded in 
reaching the home of a neigbhor, two 
miles distant. 

Hardware Store Will Be Re-Opened 
Monday 

The hardware store formerly' con
ducted by the Hodgins Transfer Go. 
First St. S. W. will be re-opencd 
Monday Feb. <>. Ralph Fuller of Vel-
va will be the manager and Nap l.a. 
Fleur will be associated with him. 
Mr. La Fleur was employed at th< 
store for several months and is en
tirely familiar with the business. Hi 
is a mighty good hustler. Mr. Full' ; 
a lso bears  an enviable  reputat ion u 
hustling young businessman. Hi-
served his country Overseas. 

The store is being decorated and 
will lie put in first class shape. 

I. O. O. 1*'. Lease New Quarters 
The Odd Fellow Lodge has leased 

the rooms above the Strand theatre of 
Peter Eht- and will fit up the place for 
lodge room purposes. It is expected 
that the alteration will be comp)--i«il 
in time to hold their next regular 
meeting inv the new quarters ne:<t 
Monday evening. 

MRS. UHR FELL THRU THIN 
BIRTH OF BARD WITH PROGRAM §[jrrey GENERAL STORE AND j ICE AND NEARLY MET DEATH 
The Minot Burns Club paid tribute 

to the memory of their favorite 'bard, 
Robert Burns, at their annual gather
ing in the Sons of Norway hall Fri
day evening. There was an unusual
ly large gathering eff the members 
present, including several of the Cana
dian curlers here in attendance at the 
International Bonspiel last week, in
cluded in the number. Dr. A. J. 
McCannel, president of the local club, 
presided in his usual felicitous man
ner. While this year's celebration 
was not on such an elaborate scale a's 
last year's event, it was none the 
less enjoyable. Master "Jimmie" 
Simpson of Ray, who delighted all 
Scottish hearts so greatly last year 
was" again on the program Friday 
evening. Mr. Simpson added one 
feature this time that delighted his 
audience immeasurably. Dressed in 
typical Irish costume; with a shillaleh 
swagger and brogue that completed 
the setting, Simpson gave a "hoe-
down" that would have stirred the 
hearts of any from the "Ould Sod". J. 
W. Hope, of Yellow Grass, Sask., one 
of the Curling visitors made an im
promptu address in which he paid 
homage to the Scottish bard, ascribing 
to him a large measure of the credit 
for the growth of democratic princi
ples and ideals. "Scotty" McDer-. 
mott, another of the Canuck visitors, 
delighted the gathering with some 
rousing Scottish songs, rendered in a 
splendid rich, baritone voice. A quar
tet of the Canadians also contributed 
a couple of songs. Miss Helen Wil
son, Minot's favorite dancer, warmed 
all hearts by her graceful dancing. 
' John Mclsaacs of Lone Tree and his 
"feedle" was one of the surprises of 
the evening. John played the Horn
pipe and other selections in an inimit
able style which carried his auditots 
back to their childhood days. 

Prof. John Howard and Mrs. How
ard enlivened the occasion in a man
ner which gave pleasure to all. 

Master Woodrow Wilson, son of Mr. 

1 and Mrs. W. D. Wilson, although 
1 young in years, leaped into the lime-
I light, no less conspicuous than his dis-
i tinguished namesake, by rendering a 
j Scottish song in which all joined in 
; th# chorus. The duets by the Misses 
j Me Lane and Mesdames McLane and 
I Jones also contributed greatly to the 
I evening's enjoyment. No gathering 
I of the Scots is ever complete without 
the appearance of Mys. Wm. Murray 
and Mrs. John Campbell. Both con
tributed readings that depicted humor
ous incidents which characterize Nthe 
hardy race who hail v from Bonnie 
Scotland. Dancing and a splendid 
lunch followed t'he rendering of an 
exceptionally fine program. 

"Sandy" Shand of Portal, added 
much pleasure to the occasion by giv
ing several skirls on the pipes. 

P. 0. BURNED MONDAY NIGHT 

A. Upton Accepts Position With Des 
Moines Bank 

A. Upton, treasurer of the Minot 
Motor Sales Co. for the past five years 
left Tuesday for Sioux City, la. where 
he has accepted a position in the First 
Joint Stock Land Bank of Des Moines. 
Mr. and Mrs. Upton's daughter, Rheta 
is attending Morningside College in 
Sioux City, and they will not be far 
from Iowa City where their son, 
Loren, is .attending college. Mr. Up
ton had fifteen years banking ex
perience before coming to North Da
kota. A host of friends regret-to see 
the Upton family leave. 

Mr. Upton's place at the Minot 
Motor Sale's Co. has .been taken by F. 
E. Martin, who has been with the 
company for the past fpur years. 

Barron Director of Fire Insurance 
Company 

The Western National Fire In
surance Co. of Fargo voted to increase 
its board of directors from seven to 
eleven. R. E. Barron, president of 
the Second National Bank of Minot,* 
was named ^ne of the directors. 

Surrey was visited by a very dis
astrous fire which started in the rear 
of Ryggen Bros, general store, for
merly the old Nyhus & Berg store, 
shortly after midnight. The building 
and contents were a complete loss, and 
the frame building owned by the 
Stone-Ordean-Wells Co., and occupied 
by Arne Ryggen as a confectionery 
store, just to the south, was also com
pletely destroyed, with contents. 

It is believed that the fire started 
from an overheated stove in the rear 
of the general store. The fire was dis
covered by Chas. Fox and when the 
alarm was given, the rear of the 
structure was all ablaze. The Surrey 
fire department got out in good time, 
but was unable to fight the flames 
with the chemicals, to advantage. 
They devoted their time to saving the 
hotel and in overturning a building 
at the rear of the burning structure, 
saving this from loss. 

Knute Ryggen, who operated the 
general store, reports that he carried 
a stock of general merchandise valu
ed at between four and five thousand 
dollars. This was partially insured. 
The insurance on the building was 
$3,000.00 which practically pays for 
the loss of the structure. Mr. Ryggen 
had reViuced his irisurance $1,500.00 
recently. 

The postoffice was. located in the 
general store and considerable mail 
and records were destroyed. 

The confectionery store carried but 
a small stock, approximately $300.00 
worth. Arne Ryggen carried out the 
cash till and some clothing which was 
in the building. 

This leaves Surrey without a gen
eral store. Undoubtedly someone will 
put in a stock of merchandise soon. 
Surrey formerly was one of the best 

points for a general store in this sec
tion of the state, the Nyhus & Berg 
store at one time being one of the 
largest general stores outside of Mi
not in the northwestern section of the 
state. 

The wind was blowing from the 
northwest and this undoubtedly saved 
other buildings from being burned. 
The only store of consequence now 
left in Surrey is the hardware store. 

The loss of Monday nigKt's fire is 
estimated at $12,000.00. All of the 
mail in the Surrey postoffice was 
burned. Miss Fay ' Shuttleworth, 
postmistress, has opened temporary 
quarters in the Cox-Emmerson hard
ware store. Arrangements are being 
made by the owners of the store to 
open business in a building on the 
north side of the* track as soon as a 
stock of goods can be secured. The 
postoffice safe has not been unlocked 
though it is presumed that the post-
office records have been saved. 

J. D. White Returns From Brother's 
Funeral 

J. D. White returned last week from 
Rockford, 111. where he attended the 
funeral of his brother, E. J. -White, for 
many years one of the prominent of
ficers of the Russell-Miller Milling Co. 
who died in Philadelphia, wWre he 
managed the company's interests. The 
remains were placed in a vault in 
Rockford, Mrs. White's oTd home and 
in the spring will be interred in the 
cemetery at Stillman Valley, 111. near 
which place the old White homestead 
is located. The deceased was ten 
years younger than his Minot brother. 
He is survived by a son, who is con
nected with the Russell-Miller Co. in 
Minneapolis, a wife, three brothers 
and one sister. 

G. N. Improvements 
to Aggregate One 

Million in Vicinitv 
.Wm. P. Stevenson, of the engineer

ing department of the Great Northern 
Railway Co., is in St. Paul this week, 
conferring with the officials relative 
to extensive improvements to be made 
in Minot and at other points in wes
tern North Dakota during the coming 
summer. 

The improvements will total $1,-
000,000.00 and will be the most im
portant made in a good many years. 
They include completing the double 
track" between Minot and Surrey, the 
building of considerable trackage in 
this city, increasing the company's 
yardage in Minot. Double tracks are 
to be completed between Willis-ton and 
Springbrook and between White Earth 
and Manitou. 

Forty-two contractors visited Minot 
last week to secure facts and figures 
to enable them to bid on the extensive 
improvements. 

This work will mean a great deal 
for the city of Minot. This city will 
be the headquarters for the larger 
part of this work and scores of men 
will be given employment. The build
ing of the car shops in Mincrt will 
mean a great deal to our city also for 
they will furnish steady employment 
to a large number of highly paid men. 

Masonic Association May Increase 
Capital Stock 

The Masonic Temple Building As
sociation is considering the plan of in
creasing its capital from $25,000 to 
$50,00tf. The property owned by the 
Association is worth $60,000 or $70,-
000. - A plan is now being considered 
to dispose of additional stock to mem
bers of the Blue Lodge, many of whom 
have never been privileged to invest 
in this stock because there has been 
none for sale for several years. 

Mrs. Uhr, .310 Fourth Ave. N. W.. 
fell thru the ice in Mouse river near 
the Fourth Avenue N. W. bridge Wed-
ness-ny morning and would have* 
drowned but for the timely assistance 
of Neil Landsverk, who resides at 415 
.Second St. N. W. 

Mrs. Uhr, whose husband is chef at 
the Leland hotel, had gone to the 
river for a pail of water and did nr,t 
notice that someone had been cutting-
ice on the river a short time previous. 
The river was covered with snow Mid 
a severe snow storm was in progress 
and as she stepped on the thin ice 
in the middle of the river, she broke 
thru. Mr. Landsverk had been to the 
river for a pail of water and met Mrs. 
Uhr on his way home and returning 
for another pail, failed to see t'he 
woman. Thinking it strange, he locker! 
thru the falling snow and could see 
only her head and shoulders above i-ht-
water. In another moment she would 
have sank beneath the surface. Run
ning quickly to the place, he reached 
for her and pulled her onto the k-e 
and accompanied -her home. A doctor 
was called and she is suffering no ser
ious consequences. The fire departs 
ment was called out as soon as the 
accident became known, but when the 
members arrived, the rescue had al
ready taken place. 

Mrs. Uhr states she had gone to 
the river for water for the family-
washing and had started cutting ice 
when the partially sawed ice gave 
away, letting her into the river. The 
chunk of ice held her up and saved 
her from drowning, giving Mr. Lands
verk an opportunity to rescue her. 

Landers to Leave Minot 
F. L. Landers, former state com

mander of the American Legion, will 
soon leave for Omaha, Neb. whew 
the general office of the Northern 
Telephone Co. is located. He will be 
succeeded as district manager for the 
company in Minot by Bert O'Daniels 
of Rugby. . , 


