e
AT

¥

T

o

 TISING THE NONEY

POND ISSUE I8 BEST WAY TO PAY
i FOR GOOD ROADS.

EFFORTS OFTEN MISDIRECTED

YA ik

hqod Roads Fever c-iﬂucﬁmnunny\ -

: YOff Its Feet Frequently ‘nd ™Work
y ls Started Along Impractical Lines
i ==Tax Levy Plan Wrong.

]

{ By HOWARD H. GROSS.

T In forwarding any great movement,
a8 the bunding of good roads, enthus-
fasm is essential, but unless this is
coupled with a knowledge of the sub-
ject, it is a question whether it some-
times does not do more harm than
good. The writer believes that =a
movement for better highways is oft-
en retarded by over-zealous friends
who are attempting to do something
they do not understand. The propo-
sition to build good roads throughout
the land is a very big one, and ex-
ceedingly important. It is a question
that must be handled in a big way.
If anyone had suggested fifty years
&go the building of a railway to the
Pacific slope, he would have been de-
clared at least visionary. This has
been accomplished and today there
are a half dozen such railways, and
;t_he four months' journey across the
dlesert is now compassed in less than
three days. While the bullding of
,good wagon roads throughout the
‘country is an immeasurably big job,
yet there are back of it boundless re-
sources; there is far more to encour-
age us than the builders of these first
great continental roads had to en-

18 for the township to levy an annual
tax for hard roads that will produce
perhaps $1,000 or $2,000 and expend it
upon a gravel or macadam stretch of
road, which is to be extended from
year to year at a rate that will give
the township a fair amount of hard
roads, say, in twenty or thirty years.
By the time the last mile {s buflt un-
der this plan, the first one is worn
out, the rule being that the road once
built receives no attention, and that
the.money raised is spent upon build:
. ingidnore.roads. The roads are usu-
%@Q& without much, if.any, at
tention being paid to drainage, and
the results are not always satisfac-
tory, in fact, they are seldom what
they should be. Those charged with
the duty of spending the money nine-
teen times in twenty know little, it
anything, of how the road should be
built, and when it is finished it is
usually about half as good as it ought
to be and has cost nearly twice as
much as it should, for let it be said
again and again that the greater part
of the taxes raised for highways is
frittered away by misdirected effort.
An eminent engineer, who has had ex-
tended experience, says at least sixty
per cent of the funds raised for high-
ways Is wasted. Certainly the waste
is at least one-half. This being the
case, it follows that one of the first
things to do is to stop this awful
waste and see that a dollar's worth of
road results from every dollar ex-
pended, instead of forty to fifty cents
worth. It ought to be clear that it is
very important that roads should be
constructed under expert supervision,
and that a capable road engineer is
needed. Of course it is not practical
to have this and build the roads piece
meal, a short stretch at a time, hence
the township will find it wise, instead
of an annual tax levy, to issue bonds
to the full constitutional 1limit and
build, say, fifteen to twenty miles of

courage them. Let us go forward

road at once and pay for them by the

Macadam Road Near Charlotte, N. C.

Here I8 a view of a North Carolina road built by convict labor. Note provision

. has bheen made for an earth road along
traveler has the choice. When the earth

side of the macadam roadway. Thus the
road Is in good condition It will ba used,

. at other times travel will be upon the hard road. This is an excellent plan in every

| way.

with a stout heart and high purpose
and with a clear head, and all will
come out right. {

In a good roads campaign one of
ithe most important things is to un-
‘learn some things that are not so, to
get a view of the proposition from
the right angle, and not to work along
impractical lines. The good roads
fever usually breaks out in some com-
munity with a hurrah, to build a mile
or two of hard roads, and there is a
squabble to determine which particu-
lar road shall have the improvement.
Selfishness crops out and must be
reckoned with, When the particular
road has been determined upon, then
comes the question of raising funds.
Those who are disappointed will give
nothing; others will contribute va-
rious amounts; the banker, merchant
and grain dealer are called upon and
subscribe different sums; others will
contribute labor; an entertainment
will be keld in the town hall, the pro-
ceeds to be devoted to the building of
the road. The local paper will be
filled with letters, interviews and edi-
torials; everybody is patting himself

bond issue, paying off the bonds in in-
stallments. This is vastly better and
cheaper than to build short stretches

ple will have good roads to use, and
if the use of the roads is not worth

more than the interest on the bonds
required to build them, then road
building i{s not worth while. The

world’s experience is that good roads
are always worth several times what
they cost to any community.

There are many advantages to this
plan. By building many miles at once
it s practical to have good engineen

tions, and the result will be a well
drained, a better and a more durabl(

as much to maintain as one poorly
constructed. Again, on so large a job

ty miles of road built under a single

Road Before Dragging at Maitland, Mo.

This road presents the worst possible
travel under s

on the back and talking of the won-
derful progress that is being made.

This Is all very well so far as it
goes, and perhaps the moral effect Is
good—it stirs up the community, but
it does not do very much in the way
of road building. Usually a half mile
or so is the limit and may reach from
the town to the cemetery. Well, that
does some good, and will give a de-
parting citizen a smoother road in
death than he had in life.

The means employed in such a cam-
paign are wholly inadequate to the
‘end sought. It reminds one of the
old woman who proposed to keep the
itide back with her broom.

There are also other unsatisfactory,
expensive and wrong ways to take up
‘this question. The most common one

conditions. It s inhuman to attempt
uch conditions.

a time. Again, the roads are all new
at the same time and will be far more

benefits will be simultaneous to the
whole community.

Suppose the state in which a given
township is situated alds in building
permanent roads, under the plan that
is followed in more than one-half the
states. This will make the roads built
a much lighter burden.

.-Let us see how the matter of taxa-
tion will affect the owner of a typical
farm by the two plans of road build-
ing, that is, a little each year by an
annual tax levy, and the other by a
bond issue, supplemented by state aid,

;old way with the new.

or in other words, by comparing the
In order to

by an annual tax levy. Of course in|
terest will have to be paid upon the
bonds, but on the other hand the peo- |

ing supervision and proper specifica |
road and one that will not cost nearly ‘

contractors will figure lower than ~up;
on a small job and the best machinery i
and methods can be employed to ad |
vantage, so it {8 fair to say that twen. |
contract will cost from 15 to 20 per|

|  bat, get up an

cent. less than if built a mile or so af |

satisfactory to the people, and the '

glve exact figures and have a concrate
example, it will be necessary to take
a typical farm in some portion of the
central west, and apply the two plans
to that farm. As the figures are at
hand, the writer, selects an average
farm in the corn belt of Illinois.
There is no reason why this farm
should be taken in preference to a
farm in any other state, except that
more complete data i{s at hand, hence
it will be used. The same plan will
apply with slight variations to other
farms in other states, the owners of
which, by getting the assessed valua-
tion of their township and state, can
figure out and ascertain each for him-
self just what the effect will be upon
his farm.

The assessed valuation of an aver-
age 160 acre farm in the corn belt of
illinois is about $3,000. Suppose the
township, of which this is a part, has
an assessed valuation of, say, $600,.-
000 and is out of debt. By the old
plan, suppose there is an annual tax
levy for ten years of 60 cents on one
hundred dollars. This will produce
$3,600 per year, and in ten years will
total $36,000. This money spent un-
der average local conditions means
that about half of it will be wasted,
and the farm In question will have to
pay each year sixty cents on thirty
hundred dollars or $18.00 per year.
The net result of this expenditure
will be the paying out of $36,000 du-
ring ten years, and probably will pro-
duce not much over $18,000 worth of
roads at what they ought to cost.

Suppose the new plan is adopted, by
issuing bonds to the full constitutional
limit of 6 per cent., paying the same
off In installments spread over twen-
ty years, and letting the next genera-
tion, who will use the roads, help to
pay for them. The bond limit on the
township. in question is $30,000, of
which exactly $150.00 rests upon tha
farm in question, to be paid off one-
twentieth each year, or 37.50 on ac-
count of principal each year for
twenty years. Interest of course will
be palid annually, but will decrease as
the bonds are paid off. The first year's
interest will be 6 per cent on $150.00,
or $7.50. Add $7.50 on account of
principal, and the first year's payment
on this farm for good roads is $15.00.

The tenth year one-half of the bonds
will be paid off, and the interest will
drop to $3.75, so that that year the
tax will be $11.25. The last year's
payment will be $7.50 on account of
principal and 38 cents on account
of interest, making a total of $7.88.

Thirty thousand dollars of bond is-
sue will build far more and far bet-
ter roads on a general contract, than
$36,000 spent in ten years on a patch
work plan, and the cost to the tax
payer will be considerably less as
" well.

| had, as it surely needs, an up-to-date
etate aid law, whereby one-half the
amount required for building perma-
nent roads should be paid from a
state tax levy.
tained, then the township In question
could after raising $30,000, draw $20,-
000 more from the state, and expend
$60,000 upon highways in their town-
ship.

spread over an immeasurably greater
amount of property. A tax of ten
| cents on one hundred dollars for the
state, will produce nearly $2,500,000 a
year, and the state aid tax upon the
farm In question will be $3.00 per year
in order to raise the second $30,000.

Now, let us suppose that TIllinois !

If this condition ob- |

MAKING GOOG ROADS

UNITED STATES AWAY BEHIND
REST OF THE WORLD IN
THIS WORK,

EVOLUTION OF THE HIGHWAY

Awakening of the People to Necessity
for Road Improvement Slow Pro-
cess—State Governments at Last
Aroused—Vote Money for Work.

By HOWARD H. GROSS.

Is it not strange that in this coun-
iry, where we have the largest aggre-
gate of wealth that the world has
ever known and where we have

achieved the greatest success in hu-

man history along certain lines of en-
deavor, that we have failed to keep
pace with the march of progress, and
that we are a century behind the rest
of the world in the matter of handling
public roads?

The conditions of the highways in
American are a great surprise to the
foreign traveler, who has been used
to smooth, hard roads throughout his
land. Upon his arrival in New York
he is overwhelmed by the immensity
of the buildings and the gigantic scale
apon which everything is done. A day
or two in the nietropolis prepares him
to believe that Americans can do
anything and accomplish anything.
The resources of the country seem to
be boundless. In this frame of mind
he starts his journey westward, and

against the plan were soon among its
foremost advocates.

New Jersey began state aid with an
appropriation of $50,000 per year, this
sum was soon increased to five times
the amount. The state ald plan of
road building spread from state to
state, until now fully half of the states
have adopted it, and it has everywhere

300D ROADS BETTER COUNTRY

Highways Tell Tale of Profit or Loss
and Spell Ruin for County That
Neglects Them.

The plain people of the land are fa-
miliar with the truths of history.

proved popular and successful. It is
the plan that gets the roads and so |
distributes the burden that the taxa-
tion is not appreciably higher than it
was before. State aid would have
been impractical in the early days of
the republic, but now under the coun-
try-wide plan of distribution of food
products and the factory output and
the enormous amount of city and cor- |
porate property, all of which is
benefitted by good roads. The plan re-
moves a heavy burden from the farm-
ers, by requiring all classes of property
to stand its just proportion of the cost. |

New York presents a striking exam. ‘
ple of the growth of the good roads |
sentiment and the possibilities of road !
construction.  This state began state
ald with a measly appropriation of
$50,000, but in five years by a heavy !
majority voted a constitutional amend- |
ment authorizing the issue of $50,000,- !
000 of bonds for state aid in road |
building. Thus the wave of progress i
goes on with Increasing momentum,
and it will eventually sweep the whole
country,

When one looks back over the cam.
paign for good roads in any community
he finds that when the subject was
first brought up scores of good peo-
ple became frightened at the ex-
pense, and they were loud in denuncia-
tion of the proposal, saying and be-
lieving, that it meant the confiscation
of their property. That they never

TET

Splendid Trap Road Near LaGrand, Ore.

This splendid road is near La Grande, Oregon. It Is bullt of Trap Rock and has Dbetter homes and happier

| crease our wealth and our greatness

They know the past. They realize
that often difference between good
roads and bad roads is the difference
between profit and loss. Good |
roads have a money value far
beyond our ordinary conception.
Bad roads constitute our great-
est drawback to iInternal devel-
opment and material progress. Good
roads mean prosperous farmers; bad
roads mean abandoned farms, sparse-
ly settled country districts, and con-
gested populated cities, where the
poor are destined to become poorer.
Good roads mean more cultivated
farms and cheaper food products for
the toilers in the towns; bad roads
mean poor transportation, lack of
communication, high prices for the
necessaries of life, the loss of untold
millions of wealth, and idle workmen
seeking employment. Good roads will
help those who cultivate the soil and
feed the multitude, and whatever aids
the producers of our country will in-

and benefit all the people. We cannot
destroy our farms without final decay.
They are today the heart of our na-
tional life and the chief source of our
material greatness. Tear down every
edifice in our cities and labor will res
build them, but abandon the farms
and our cities will disappear forever,

I take an abiding Interest in this
all-absorbing question for better high- !
ways by some plan it can he done:
honestly, economically and constitu- |
tionally. I am not committed to any
pet scheme. I have no vanity in the
matter. I care not whce gets the glory |
s0 long as the people get the results.i

I am for the cause and in the fight |
to stay. Good roads mean progress
and prosperity, a benefit to thg people |
who live in the cities, an advantage“
to the people who live in the coun- |
try, and it will help every section ot;
our vast domain. Good roads, like
good streets, make habitation along
them most desirable; they enhance;
the value of farm lands, facilitate
transportation, and add untold wealth
to the producers and consumers of
the country; they are the milestones
marking the advance of civilization;
they economize time, give labor a lift,
and make millions in money; they
save wear and tear and worry and
waste; they beautify the country,|
bring it in touch with the city; they
aid the social and the religious and
the educational and the industrial
progress of the people; they make
hearth

proven of inestimable henefit to a fine stretch of country. Nine such roads are to be sides; they are the avenues of trade;

bullt,

from the railway window he can see
roads that are practically bottomless
and teams struggling through the
mire that is nearly knee deep. He is
perfectly amazed that such conditions
should obtain. He cannot understand

W it s in @ try that
In Illinois less than one-third i whygitistouldjbeisoiin @ ooun ry

the property of the state is represent- | t lv coun-
ed by farms, so the state tax will be ! 1808 18 aL A S ca ithaionlylc

has such marvelous resources. The
try in the world that is rich enough to
stand the drain, handicap and the
losses that bad roads impose.

Agaln, may we ask, why is it that
in this land, where so many great

! successes have been scored in so

This state tax would add $3.00 to the !
| tax bill eof the farm in question, o the |
maximum amount per year, if $60,000 |

were expended upon the roads of the

township would be $18. rear— |
natLD L $18.90 [per year | people settled along the water courses,

less than 12 cents per acre per year,
and take it for a series of years, any-

one who can figure at all, will see that |

the cost to that community, spread

over a series of years, will be even |

less under the bond contract plan, and
that they can get, by the new plan,
about three times as much road as
they would upon the old. In handling
road building in this big way, it will
give an early and practical solution of
the good roads problem, vastly better

and more effective than to pass the |

entertainment
| wear oneself out to raise the money
| to bulld a little bit of road.

i Uses of Paper Metal,

At the great coronation pageant,
; Which will be next June, when George
ih! crowned King George IV. of Eng-
| land, there s to be something entire-
| ly different from anything that has
| ever happened before.
| TInstead of real armor the armor
that is {0 be worn will be made of
“paper metzl.” There will be exact
coples of all the old sets of armor used
| and the paper metal will be so fixed
ithpt the armor made from it will
! glve the appearance of the original.

And it is said that {in the future the
| “metal” will be used for almost all
| outdoor decorations,
| much cheaper than plaster paris and

also is waterproof.

It can be made to represent all the
| different metals and {8 so strong that
one can jump on it without making
| any impression on ft.

|
|

Planning the House,
sald Gifford Berrington,

“Well,”

and |

because it is

| cheerfully, “I've got the plans for my |

| new house on the lake shore all fin-
ished.”
“Finished to suit you?”
“N-no. But the architect is satisfled,
and that's the best I can expect.”
\ “Ha, ha! ' How about Mrs. Berring-
ton?”
“It's all right with her, too. In fact,
she got that fixed before we started,

| You see, she lald out the cupboards

and wardrobes, and all the architect
had to do was to build a house around
them.”—Cleveland Plain Dealer,

many fields that we have utterly
failed in dealing with the highways?
In the writer’s opinion the reason will
be found in certain fundamental mis-
conceptions. They date back to co-
lonial times. In the early days the

in the valleys. Farming was done in
a primitive way. It was the day of
the homespun. The hand loom and
spinning wheel were found every-
where. The people lived very simply;
what they wore, they made; what
they ate, they raised. The community
was self-centered and had very little
to do with the settlement over the
hills in the next valley. The spirit of
home rule was everywhere dominant.
The roads were regarded purely as of
local concern. They were just such
roads as the people carqd to build,
and whether good or bad it was no
one's business but their own.

Thus e concept that the highways
were purely a local matter and did
not concern any one outside of the
immediate vicinity became firmly es-
tablished and held undisputed sway
until about 20 years ago, when a New
Jersey man made a discovery that
was far more important than finding
the north pole, and that was that the
roads were public property—they be-
longed to all the people and as such
it was the state’s duty to take up the
question of highway improvement and
not leave the whole burden upon the
township where the amount of taxable
property was simited. It was shown
that the world’s food supply had to
pass over these roads and that bad
roads increased the cost of delivery—
made the food supply intermittant in-
stead of constant, and that bad roads
produced a beavy burden to every one
and was a serious economic error. A
movement was started for state ald
in road building. It met great oppo-
sition, and principally from those who
would most greatly benefit from it—
the farmers. They fearcd it was a
scheme to take the roads out of their
hands, and no telling where they
would land or what taxation would be
put upon them, but the movement
grew because it was right. In two or
three years after the people had had
the experience of building roads un-
der the plan, had used and paid for
them—they found it was a splendid in-
vestment and that instead of adding
to their burdens the good roads took
many burdene off. The plan became
8o popular opposition died out and
those who at first were strongly

Photo supplied by the United States Office of Public Roads.

could stand the tax and that good
roads spelled ruin. In every case, how-
ever, where the plan was proceeded
with by state aid, the people were sur
prised that they had the roads and
that they did not feel the tax,
that, in fact, more and more roads
were demanded, up to the lawful limit,
Thus it has ever been, and probably
will be, -for years to come.

Good roads mean more social life,
more pleasure, less drudgery. They
mean better schools, a more enlight.
ened and intelligent citizenship, they
mean progress and civilization,

Utilization of Waste.

A distinguished chemist once ob-
served that “My lady writes tender
sentiments to her lord with ink madae
from an old copper coffee pot on paper
made from old collars.” The utiliza«
tion of waste products, which is add.
ing so enormously to the wealth of
the world, furnishes many such fan-
tastic adaptations.

age of New York, and I will return
you yearly the superior milk of 100,000
cows.” The waste soapsuds from
woolen factories which used to pol-
lute hundreds of rivers, is now precip«
itated and the coagulum is pressed
into bricks and converted into supe-
rior illuminating gas. These are only
examples of the ingenuity of man,
That the field is far from exhausted is
instanced in the estimate that from
600 to 1,000 tons of fine coal are
thrown away every day in the ashes of
New York. It is not impossible that
some one will shortly invent a pros
cess for reclaiming this wasted mas
terial.

Teaching School Girls to Swim.

In the apparatus fin use in Gen
many for teaching school girls how ta
swim the pupil is supported in such
a position as to leave the legs and
arms free to perform the motiong
of a swimmer, The body is hung in
a wide belt, suspended from a- over
head rail, while the feet are attached
to a pair of ropes running over pul
leys and adjustable to varlous re
quirements.

The pupils thus suspended are then
taught how to perform the movements
of the breast stroke until the action
becomes inmost instinctive., There
is a decided advantage in teaching
these mov2ments in suc . & way in.
stead of in the water, for the pupl)
is not distracted by the fear of 4!
ducking. It is not at all easy to learn |
the swimming movements even ouf |

quiring this knowledge until it be
comes almost instinctive before en
tering the water.—Sclentific Amerd
can,

Greed.
‘A fool and his money are soor
parted,” quoted the bunko steerer.
“Yes,” replied the green goodi
man. “But the trouble is that a foo
usually hasn't much money to star

with.”

: the highways of commerce, and mail
routes of information, and the agen-
cies of speedy communication; they
mean the economical transportation
of marketable products—the maxi.
mum burden at the minimum cost;
they are the ligaments that bind the
country together in thrift and induos-
try and intelligence and patriotism;
they promote social interccurse, pre-
| vent intellectual stagnation and in-
crease the happiness and the prosper.
ity of our producing masses; they
contribute to the glory of the coun-
try, give employment to our idle
workmen, distribute the necessaries
of life—the products of the fields and
the forests and the factories—en-
courage energy and husbandry, incul-
cate love for our scenic wonders and
make mankind better and greater and
grander and broader.

Good roads are the arteries of indus.
trial life of a great and powerful pco-
ple. Good roads make a good coun-
try. In a government such as ours
all sorts of men and women are mecre

“Give me,” Dr. Long said, “the sews OF less absolutely dependent upon the

best and speediest means of commu-
nication and transportation. If jou
say that good roads will only help the
farmer, I deny it. The farmer who
produce the necessaries of life are
less dependent than the millions and
millions of people who live in our cit.
fes. The very lives of the latter de-
pend on the farmers—the producers
of the necessaries of life. The most
superficial investigation of this sub-
ject will clearly prove that good roads
are more important to the consumers
than they are to the producers of
the country.

The fathers of the republic wisely
recognized the importance of this
question. Washington and Jefferson
advocated good roads and projected
the construction of a great highway
from the capital to the Mississippl
valley. The far-seeing statesmen of
the early days of our national exist-
ence championed and passed meas-
ures tO better the means of transpor-
tution. They knew that of all human
agencies the one which has done most
for civilization has been the building
of good roads—the chridgment of dis-
tances, the shortening of time—in the
facility of communication. They real
{zed the necessity of good roads, how
important they were to the country,

I to its growth and its development;

and to mankind, morally, physically,

. intellectually and industrially.
WILLIAM SULZER.

Division Extraordinary,
At the Zoological park it became

of water, hence the advantage of ac ' uecessary to cut ¢own a large tree. A

log about twenty reet long was one of |
the results. Dr. Hornaday, the direc- |
tor, gave orders to one of the work-
men, a staiwart {rishman, to split the ¢
log, with a smwll charge of dynamite, '
intc two halves and scoop out each
half for a trouxi to be used in feeding
some of the antrals, Later in the day
the son of Erin appeared at the direc-
tor's office, much excited, and stam-
wered: ‘“Th'caynamite has blowed thot
log into t'ree halves.”

This Princess an Artlst. |
Some charming water colors painted
by the Duke of Connaught’s daughter;
Princess Patricia, are being greatly
admired at the Royal Amateur Art soj
ciety's exhibition. The princessis onq
of the most talented artists in thq
royal family. In fact, she is an all
round clever girl—a good linguist, &
fine musician and a noted sportswo
an, being equally proficient in tennﬁ
hockey, goli and horseriding. Hel

| facilfiy with the brush was not ao|

quired of study, and she worked inces
santly for a number of years at l'
private art school in London. Flowerd
are her favorite subjects, and a few
years ago she exhibited at the Ne
Gallery a particularly charming pi
ture of stocks, marigolds and heliol
trope. As presents to her friends she
often gives little lower paintings from
her own brush.
—

Usual Fate of Inventors.

Elias Bowe, a Frankfort tailor, has
recently died. Some sixteen years aga
Bowe blazed the comet of a season|
He had itvented a bullet proof cuid
rass, and for a time he was one of thd
best-known men in Europe. He had
faith in his invention, which was coms
posed of steel casing with a packing
inside. Bowe, protected with hid
cuirass, we are told by a Paris cons
temporary—but this, we think, is &
little imagination—submitted himself
as a target for the fire of a squadron
of soldiers and came out of the trial
unscathed, although various deadly
rifles were used. For some reason hia
Invention was not received with favor
by the German war department, and
then Bowe went to Italy, where ha
achieved, as we read, “le meme sucy
ces et aussi le meme insucces.” Bowq
has died in poverty,

——

Insurance Against Rain. H

The bane of outdoor life in En,
land is the excessive rainfall, Showsj
pageants, garden parties, regattag
and fetes of all kinds are to an und
common degree at the mercy of th
skies. No wonder that the Englis
have finally elaborated a systemati
scheme to provide indemnity for dis{
appointment or loss caused by wel
weather. The new plan, which is a
sociated with Lloyd's underwriters,
will first be tried at the resorts o
the south and east coasts from May
to October. You may insure agains
rain, to a certain fraction of an inch;
en any single day; or against rain o
more than two days during any ong
week; or, if planning a week-end
party, against rain on four consecwy
:tlve days. l

|
PR |

The Land o' Dreams.

The world would go to pieces me
out its dreams. It is all that holdg
eny one of us to the grindstone—all
fthut forces us to support the chain o
convention, and the burden we cal
duty. Somehow there has come int
us a vision of thing we might do ot
be—it may be a picture of a trivial od
fantastic thing. But it is what we live
up to. Dreams rule us. They are thq
compelling force of the young, thq
staying force of the middle aged. Dull
them and life dulls with them. Tak
them from us, and we are sodde
plodding beasts.—American Magazlne{

Marriage Market Looks Up.

Apparently the marriage rate hag
“turned the corner” for the last year;
according to the abstract of marriaged
for England and Wales, recently pu
lished, there were 267,416 mnrriag;j
in 1910 against 260,259 the previoug
vear. The rate per thousand of popuy
lation was 14.80 last year against 14.5¢
in 1909. The September quarter wa
casily the most popular time for ma
riages, with 76,502, against December'q
73,580 and June's paltry 61,003, ..

The Boy on the Farm, i
He told his twelve-year son to mi!]
the cows, feed the horses, slop the
pigs, hunt up the eggs, feed the calves]
catch the colt and put him in the
stable, cut some wood, split the kin
dling, stir the cream, pump lresl}
water into the creamery after suppey
and be sure to study his lesson be|
fore he went to bed. Then he wenf
to the farmers’ club to discuss *hd
question “How to Keep the Boys on
the Farm.”"—Spring Hill New Era.

Ever Heard This One? |
Mulligan, fresh from Ireland, wat
aroused the morning after his arrival
by an alarm clock in the netx room|
It was the first one he had ever heard
“Faith!” he said, sitting up in beq
“it's long days they must hov iy
Amerika. Oi'll take me oath tha
clock struck t'ree hoondred at th
very laste.” ;

Thanks. H

“An authoress can be a lady an
she must have brains. An actress

all the better for not being a lady, an

che doesn’t need brains.”—From “ke

ters From Fleet Street.” !

New ldea in Wills,

A Washington woman stipulated ﬁ
ber will that her parrot should by
killed after her death. Seems strangy
that no one thought to do it before. :

'

Should Have Reason for Falth."

It is always right that a man shou!’
be able to render a reason for th
faith that is within him.—Sydne]
Smith.

Meant Wall Street Kind.
Benham—"“The bulls are weal
again.” Mrs. Benham—"“Can't the!
rend them to some animal hospital
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