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' A POOR MAN'S WEALTH.

} BY J. WHITCOMB RILEY.

A poor man! Yes: I must confess—
No wealth of gold do I poss:ss;

- No pastures fine, with grazing hno.
Nor fields of vuvlnﬁ grain are mine;

* No foot of fat or fallow land
| Where rightfully my feet may stand

The while T claim it as my own—
Wy deed and title mine alone.

%h. poor indeed! perhaps you ny—!
at spare me your compassion pray
When I can’t ride with yeu, I walk

in nature's company, and talk

‘With one who will not siight nor slur
The child forever dear to her—

And one who answers back, be sure,
With smile forsmi.e, thongh Iam poor.

And while coinmuning thes I count
An inner wealth of Jarge amount—
The wealth of honest purpose bent
With Penury's environment—

The wealth of owniug naught to-day
But debts that I would gladly pay.
And wealth of thanks still unexp:
With cumulative interest.

A wealth of patience and content—
For all my ways improvident;

A faith still fondly exercised—

For all my plans unrealized;

A wealth of Yromisa that still,
Howe'er I fall I hope to fill; .

A wealth of charity for those

Whe pity me my ragged clothes.

A poor man! Yes; I must confess—

No wealih of gold do I possess;

No pastures fine, with grasing kine,
Nor fields of waiving grain are n.ine—
But &b, my friend! I've wealth no end!
And millionaires might condescend .
To bend the knee and envy me

This opulence nf pavertv,

The Philosophy of Strikes.

Professor W. G. Sumner in Harper's Weekly.
§ The progressin material comfort which
has been made during the last hundrea
years has not produced content. Quite
to the contrary; the men of to-day are
not nearly so contented with life on
earth as their ancestors were. This ob-
gervation is easily explainable by famile
iar facts in human nature.FSIf satisfac.
tion does not reach to the pitch of satiety,
it does not produce content, but discon-
tent. It istherefore a stimulus to more
effort, and is essenilal to growth. If
however, we confine our study of {he ob-
servation which we have made to its so.
ciological aspects, we perceive that all
which we call “‘progress” is limited by
the counter-movements which it creates,
and we also see the true meaning of the
phenomena which bave led some to the
crude and silly. absurdity that progress
makes us worse off. Progress certainly
does not make pecple, havpier, unless
their nental and moral growth corre-
sponds to the greater command of .nate-
rial comfort which they win. All that
we call progress is & simple enlargement
of chances, and the question of persona)
happiness is a question how the chances
will be used. It follows that if men do
not grow in their knowledge of life and
in tbeir intelligent judgment of the rules
of right living as rapidly as they can
control over physical resources, the{
will not win happiness at all. They will
simply accumulate chances which they
do not know how to use.

The observation which has just been
made about individual happiness also
has a public or social aspect which is im-
portant. Itis essential that the politi-
cal institutions, the social code, and the
accepted notions which constitute pub
lic opinion should develop in equal meas-
ure with the increase of power over na-
ture. The penalty of failure to main-
tain the gmport_ion betwen the populsr
philosophy of life and the increase of
material comfort will be social convul-
sions which will arrest civilizaion, and
will subject the human race tosuch a
reactiontoward barbarism as that which
followed the fall of the Roman Empire.
1t is easy to see that at the present mo-
ment our popular philosopl? of life is
all in confusion. The old codes are
"breaking down; new ones are not yet
made; and even amongst people of
standing, to whom we must look to es-

_ tsblish the body of public opinion, we

hear the most contradictory and heter-
ageneous doctrines about life and
society.

The growth of the United States has
done a great deal to break up the tradi-
tional codes and creeds which had been

.adopted in Europe. Ihe civilized world
being divided into two parts, one old
and dengely populated and the other
new and thinly populated, social phe-

" nomina have been preduced which, al-
though completely covered by the same
laws of social force, have appeared to
be contradictory. The effect has been
to disturb and break up the faith of
philosophers and students in the laws,
and to engender numberless fallacies
amongst those who are not careful stu-
dents. The popular judgment especial-
lv has been disordered and misled.
The new country has offered such
chances as no generation of men has
ever had before. It has not, however,
enabled any man to iive without work,
or to keep capital without thrift and
wrudence. It has not enabled a maun to
‘‘rise in the world” from a position of
ignorance and poverty, and at the same
time to marry early, spend freely, and
bring up a large family of children.

The men of this generation, therefore,
without distincticn of ciass, and with
only individual exceptions, suffer from
the discontent of an appetite excited by
a taste of luxury, but held far below
satiety. The power to appreciate a re-
mote future good in comparison with a

resent one 18 & distinguished mark of

ighly civilized men, but if is not com-
bined with powers t_)f persevering indus-
try and self-denial, it degenerates into
mere day-dreaming and diseases of an
overheated imagination. If any number
of persons are of this character, we
have morbid discontent and romantic
ambition as social traits. Our literature,
especially our fiction, bears witness to
the existence of classes who are corrupt-
ed by these diseases of character. We
find classes of persons who are whining
and complaining, and who-use thg or-
gans of public discussion and delibera-
tion in order to put forth childish com-
plaints and impoasible demands, while
they ‘philosophize about life like the
Arabian Knights. Of course this whole
tone ofthought and mode of bebavior is
as far as possible.from the sturdy manli-
ness which meets the problems of life,
and wins victories 88 much by what it
endures as by what it congquers.

Our American life, by its ease, exerts
another demoralizing effect on a great
many of us. Hundreds of our Joung

veople grow up without any real discip-

ine. Lifeis made easy for them, and
their tastes and wishes are consulted too
much. They grow to maturity with the
notion that they ought to find the world
only pleasant and easy. Every one
knows the tvpe of young.person, who
wants to find an occupation which
he would “like,” and who disscusses the
drawbacks of difficulty or disagreeable-
ness -in anything whichh offers. The'
point here referred to is, of course, en-
tirely different from another and still
more lamentable fact, that is, the terri-
ble inefficiency and incapability of a
great many of the people who are com-
plaining and beg?m% If any one wants
a copyist, be will be more saddened
than annoyed by the oyerwhelming ap-
iplications fcr the position. The adver-

-3 teel,

| tisements whl;li “are to be found in the

newspapers of widest circulation offer-
ing a genteel occupation to be carried
on at home, not requiring any previous
training, by which two or three dollarsa
day may earned, are a proof of the
existence ofa class to which they ap-
peal. How many thousand people in
the United States want just that kind of
employment! What a beautiful world
this would” be if there were any such
emiloy_mentl p s
Then, ‘again, our social ambition is also
silly .and mischievous. Our young peo-
ple despise the occupations which in-
volve physical effort or dirt, and they
struggle “*up” (as we have agreed to call
it) into all the nondescript and irregular
employments which are clean and gen-
51:1' orators and poets talk about
the ‘‘dignity of labor,” and neither they
nor we believe in it. Leisure, not la-
bor is® dignified. Nearly all of us, how-
ever,  have to sacrifice our dignity and
labor, and it would be to the purpose, if
instead of declamation about dignity,

:{ we should learn to respect, in ourselves

and each other, work which is good of
its Kind, no matter what the kind is. To
spoil a good shoemaker in order to
make a parson is surely not going
‘“‘up,” and a man who digs well is by all
sound criteria superior to the man who
writes ill. Every one who talksto Amer-
ican school boys thinks that he does
them and his country service if he re-
minds them that each one of them has a
chance to be president of the United
States, and our literature is all the time
stimulating the same kind of senseless
social ambition, instead of inculcating
the code and the standards which should
be adopted by orderly, sober, and use-
ful citizens.

The consequences of the observations
which have now been %rounecl. together
are familiar to us all. Populativn tends
from the country to the city. Mechan-
Ical and technical occupations are aban-
doned, and those occupations which are
easy and genteel are overcrowded. Of
course the persons in question must be
allowed to take their own choice, and
seek their own happiness in their own
way, but it is inevitable that thousands
of them should be disappointed and suf-
fer. If the young men abandons farms
and trades to become clerks, book- eep-
ers, etc., etc., the consequence will be
that the remuneration of the erowded
occupations will fall, and those of neglect-
ed occupations will rise. Ifthe young
women refuse,to do hounse-work, and go
into shops, stores, telegraph offices
schools, etc., the wages of the crowded
occupations will fall, while those of the
domestic servants advance. If women
in seeking occupation try to gain admis-
sion to some business like telegraphing,
in compelition with men, they will bid
under the men. Similar effects would
be produced if & leisure class in an old
country should be compelied by some
social convulsion to support themselves.

They would r in down the: compensa-
tion forlabor in the few occupations they
could enter.

Now the question is raised whether
there is any remedy for the low wages
of the crowded occupations, and the
question answers itsell. There is mno
remedy except not to continue the
causes of the evil. To strike, that is to
say that the workers will not work in
their chosen line, yet that they will not
leave it for some other line, is simply
gsuicide. Neither can any amount of
declamation, nor even of law-making,
force aman who owns a business to sub-
mit the control of it to a man who does
not own it. The telegraphers have an
occupation which requires training and
skill, but it is one which is very attract-
ive in many respects to those who seek
natural occupation. Itis alsoan occu-
pation which is very suitable at least in
many of its branches, for women. The
occupation is therefore capable of a lim-
ited mouogoly. The demand that wom-
en should be paid equally with men is,
on thce face of it, just, but its real effect
would be to keep women out of the busi-
nese. It was often eaid during the tele-
grapher’s strike that the demand of the
strikers was just, because their waces
were less than ¢hose of artisans.
The argument had no force at
all. The only question was wheth-
er the current wages _for tele-
graphing were sufficientito bring out an
adequate supply of telegraphers. If the
growing boys prefer to be artisans, the
wages of telegruphers will rise. 1f, even
at present rates, boys and girls continue
to prefer telegraphing to handicraft or
housework, the wages of telegraphers
will fall. Could, then, a strike advance
at a blow the wages of all who are now
telegraphers? There was only one rea-
son to hope so, and that was that the
monopoly of the trade might prove
stringent enough and the public incon-
venience great enough to force a con-
cession, which would, however, have
been speedily lost again by aniucreased
supply of telegraphers.

Now let us ask what the state of the
case would be if it was really possible
for the telcgraphers to make a snccess-
ful strike. They have a very close mo-
popoly. Railroad men have a much less
effective monopoly. Six years ago they
nearly arrested .the transportation of
the country for a fortnight. They were
unable to effect their object. More re-
cently the freight-handlers struck
against the competition of a new influx
of foreign unskilled laborers, and in
vain, The printers might make a co.n-
bination, and try to force an advance
in wages by arresting the publication of
all the newspapers on a given day, but
there are 80 many persons who could
set type, in case of need, that such an
attempt would be quite hopeless. In
any branch of ordinary handicraft there
would be no possibility of creating a
working monopoly, or of producing a
great public calamity by a strike. If we
g0 on Lo other occupations we see that
bookkeepers, clerks, and salesmen
could not as & body combine and strike.
Much less could teachers do so. Still
less could household servants do so,
Finally, iarmers and other independent
workers could not do it at all. In short,
a striker is a man who says, I mean to
get my living by doing this thing as my
share of the social effort, and I do not
mean to do this thing except on such
and such terms. He therefore proposes
to make a contract with his fellow-men,
and to dictate the terms of it. Any man
who can do this must be in a very ex-
ceptional situation. He roust have a
monopoly of the service in question,
and it must be one of which his fellow-
men have great need. If, then, the
telegraphers could have succeeded in
advancing their wages fifteen per cent.
simply because they had agreed to ask
for the advance, they must have been
far better off than any of the rest of
theéir fellow-men.

Our fathers{ taught us the old maxim,
Cut your coat according to your cloth.
The popular discussions of social ques-
tions seem to be leading up to a new
maxim—Demand your cloth ac:ording
to your coat. The fathers thought that
a man in this world must do the best he
could with the means he had, and that
good traininf and deve.opment consist-
ed in developing skill, sagacity, and
thrift to use resom'cetseaconomicnll'v . The
new doctrine seems to be that if}; man
Has been born into this world he should
make up his mind what he needs here,
formulate his demands, and present
them to ‘‘society” or the ‘‘state.” He
wants a congenial and easy occupation,
and good pay for it. He does not want
to be hampered by any limitations such
as come from a world in which wool
grows, but not coats; in which iron ore
is found, but not weapons and tools; in
which the ground will produce wheat,
but only after hard labor and self-denial;

in which we can not eat our cake and

keep it; in which two and two onls
make four, He wants to be guarantee

a ‘“‘market,” so as not to suffer from
“‘overproduction.” In private life and
in personal relations we already esti-
mate this way of 100king at things at its
true - value, but as soon as ‘we
are called upon to deal with a
general question, or a phenomenon
of industry in which a number of per-
sons are interested, we adopt an entire-
ly conventional and unsound mode of
iscussion. The sound gospel of indus-
try, prudence, painstaki‘gg, aud thrift is,
of course, unoopular. We all long to be
emancipated from worry, anxiety, dis-
appointment, and the whole train of
cares which fall npon us as we work our
way through the world. Can we really
gain anything in that stmigle by orgu;-
izing lor a battle with each other? This
is the &)racl.icnl question. Is there any'
ground whatever for believing that we
shall come to anything, by pursuing this
line of effort, which will be of any bene-
fit to anybody? Ifa man is dissatisfied
with his position, let him strive to better
it in one way or another by such chances
as he can find or make, and let him  in-
culcate upon his children good habits
and good notions, 8o that they may live
wisely, and not expose themselves to
hardsl ip by error or folly; but every
experiment onl{) makes it more clear
that for men to band together in order
to carry on arindustria ‘'war, instead of
being & remedy for disappointment in
the ratio of satisfaction to effort, is only
to court new calumity.

A DIVORCE PARADISE.

The Frequency of Matrimonial Sun-
derings 1n Switzerlaud.

Our Geneva correspondent writes:
‘“The bureau statistics at Berne has just
published its analysis of the marriages,
births, and divorces of 1881, and the
present report, like its predecessors,
contains much interesting information
on the subjects in question. The mar-
riages registered in the confederation in
1881 were 19,425, figures which show
hardly any increase on those of the year
before. Compared with other countries,
the proportion of marrlages to the popu-
lation is very low in Switzerland. Of
twelve European states, only two—
Sweden and Scotland,—show a smaller

roportion. The average for the con-

ederation in 1881 was 7.4 per 1,000 in-
habitants. The rate varies greatly in dif-
ferent cantons. In Appenzell-ausser-
Rhoden, for instance, it was 8.2 per 1,60,
in Geneva 7.9, in Tessin and the Valais
5.6, and in Nidwalden 5.4 per 1,000. f{n
1880 and 1881 there were married in
Switzerland 49 men out of 1,000 of mar-
riageable age. This difference arises
from the facts that, while the age of pu-
berty in the one gex is put at *8, in the

other it is ut at 16, and that,
as revealed y the cemsus of
1880, there are 108,000 more

women in the country thau men. In
‘the ten years between 1870 and 1880
marriages increased in a greater ratio
than the population, the increase being
most marked in the cantons of Lucerne

Zug, Obwaiden, Nidwalden. Basle'and
Geneva. This augmentation is ascribed
to the removal by the constitution of
1874 to the hindrances to marriage which
before that prevailed in several of the
older cantons. The returns for 1881
show, relatively, a decided falling off.
On the other hand, births have not in-
creased in proportion to marrieges. In
1880 the average number of children un-
der 16 was only two per family. The
mean age at which the greater number
of men marry is 29; thatat which women
marry 25 to 26. The general average is
31 years for men -and 27 1-2 years for
women. The number of divorces in
1831 was greater than that of any previ-
ous year on record—1,171 suits were
were granted, and 946 decrees for disso-
lation of matrimony granted. In 1880
the figures were 1,069 and 356 respect-
ively. In some of the older cantons—
Uri, Obwalden, Nidwalden, and Appen-
zeli-inner-Rhoden—no divorces wera
either asked for or pronounced. In
Appenzell-ausser-Rhoden, the Protest-

divorces to marriages in 1881 was 13.18
per 100, the highest in the confedera-
tion. InThurganthe Eroportion was 9.22,
in Geneva 8.79, Zurich 8.68, Lucerne,1.48,
the Valais0.18 percent., the purely Cath-
olic cantons being always much less given
todivorce thanthe Protestantand mixed
cantons. Altogether, Switzerland is
still the most divorced of European
countries. In only one city—Berlin—

as & country Switzerland is at the top of
the tree, even Saxony, where divorces
are by no means few, lagging far be-
hind the confederation. As {ouching
the religion of divorced persons the re-
port gives these particulars: Husband
and wife, Catholic, 0.7 per cent. (of mar-
riages in 1881); husband and wife, Pro-
testant, 3.2 per cent.; husband Protest-
ant, wife Catholic, 4.5 per cent. It will
thus be seen that difference of religion
is one of the most frequent causes of di-

vorce. Protesant and Catholic divorces
to.ether are ony at the _rate
of 3.15 per 100 marriages,

while marriages, the parties to which
are of different faiths gave a proportion
of 7.9 divorces per cent. Divorcesin
Switzerland, it may be well to mention,
are muchless frequent among the easy
classes than among small traders and
working folks. In good society divorces,
asgivingirise to scandal, are not regarded
favorably, and people who apply to the
tribunals for release from their matri-
monial bonis run the risk of being cut
by their acquaintances. But among the
masses these scruples are unknown. It
is quite a common thing--at any rate, in
this part of the country--for a ‘Yover and
his lass’ to ‘buckle to’ on the understand-
ing that if they shonld . not iike ench
other—or married life—at the end of a
twelvemonth, they shall join inan ap-
Plimtion for divorce on the ground of
irreconcileable incompatibility of tem-
per,’ and as the courts accept a joint ap-
plication as sufficient proof of the al-
leged incompatibility, the young couple
can always obtain at pleasure a loosening
of their bonds.”—London Times.

The Missing Link Outdone.
From the Jacksonville (Florids) Times.

Berhaps the greatest living curiosities
now in existence in this country. will
pass throngh this city on their way to
Cinciunati and Louisville next Tuesday.
About two years ago Mr. Charles Lewis,
of the Lewis Bros. ‘‘Bloody Knife Com-
bination Company,” in passing through
the state, discovered, about fifteen
miles below St. Augustine, a family of
white persons, consisting of Jobn Me-
Donald, his_wife and five children.
Two of the children he found to be half
buman and half alligator. He at once
contracted with the parents to give him
the management of the children, and
agreed to pay them $25 per month to
care for them until such time as he saw
fit to take them away. A few weeks a
Mr. Lewis returned to the state for the
purpose of taking the children north,
and on Wednesday arrived in this city
to arrange for their transportation. He |
will go to Bt. Augustine Monday after
the children and arrive in this city with
them perhaps on Tuesday morning and
will remain’ here about five hours. be-
fore leaving for Louisvilla. Mr. Lewis
does not intend to exhibit them here,
except perhaps to a few friends and ac-
qua’'ntances.
I'nese children are now nine years of

age and bave never been to exceed ten

ant half of the canton, the proportion of | b

are divorces relatively so frequent; but | d

;nlha: fmm'thoill;el:;oiiie' d et
ve neyer n': placed .on_exhibi--
t{on. . Their . bodies, arms and beads
from the hips up _ are_pefectly formed,
while from the pl::&sloyn they present
the identical ap! nce of an alligator,
havlnfx a perectly formed tail about five
feet in length, ther with' the hind
feet and legs of thm’gltor. They crawl
around on their hands and feet, con-
verse intelligently, and seem to enjoy!
life’ very much, ’l‘he'y live part of the
time in the water, which they ‘enjoy
very much, using their tails while swim-
ming, the same as the alligator, to pro-
pel tbeir bodies. 'They are health{
good-locking' and “well-developed chil-|
dren, and outside of their love for the
water their g:nonl mode of living is
the same as that of other human beings.

Miscellaneous Mzatters.
Georgia has marketed a crop of 6,420,-
000 melons! How many must have

stopped in darkey stomachs on the way
from the patch to the market.

It is stated that James Sherman of
Lafayette, N. Y,, has a brook trout 82
vears old, Itis keptin a well, has lost
its spots and lnoks aged and faded, but
is apparently hearty. Here is a chance
for the president to go fishing.

According to a recent computation,
there are 12,179 newspapers and maga-
zines published’ in this country. Of
these 1,237 are daily newspapers and
9,925 weeklies.

Alexander Heron, secrotary of the In-
diana State Board of Agriculture, has
trained & potato plant by cutting off all
.but one stem at the top until that single
stem is now as thick as one’s wrist and
rises to a height of nine feet and five
inches. '

Windsor, Ont., . is excited by a col-
ored line war. A respectable negro
8ent.his daughter to the white public
school, ‘instead of the separate school
for the colored. The teacher ordered
the girl to leave.

A statistical record of habitual drunk-
ards is'to be kept in Prussia. All cily
physicians are directed to presentin
future an exact account of the deter-
mined bibbers, by putting in the official
reports a ‘‘P” opposite the names of the
calprits. In this way, apparently, the
drunkards will be under the paternal
eye of the government, and may be led
to redemption

Miss Henderson weut to Pierre, Dak.,
to be married toJ. D. Scott; but Scott
died before the time set. At the funeral
Miss Henderson told her sympathizing
friends that Scott was the fzurth man to
whom she had veen engaged, and that
all had died before the time fixed for
the nuptials.

Great Britain is the only country in
Europe which has no forestry schools,
On the Continent there are numerous
excellent and well-established schools
of that character, where everything
that appertains to trees is taught by
accomplished teachers.

The Paris Figaro publishes a curious
calculation with regard to the work per-
formed by the chamberof deputies and
the amount paid to the members.
There are 557_deputies. They sat last
year during 452 urs, making forty-
five days of ten hours each. For this
they received 3,342,000 francs, making
an average of 130 framcs 27 cencimes
each per day, or 13 francs 27 centimes,
each per hour. Supposing the 557 uep-
uties were to work during 300 days out
of 365 at the same rate of 130 fraces odd
per/  “ho chamber would cost 217,
Ko ° ! centimes per annum.

The great white Spanish jackass is, in
Jegree, as preciousas a barb of the purest
blood. Negotations almost diplomat-
icin their complexity have to be gune
through before such a king-donkey can
be obtained. An Englishman, it is said,
who thought he had completed the pur-
chase of such a jackass, was told by the
nrovrietor of the arrogant animal_that
yet another formality had to be be gone
through with befor: Don Monke could
e shipped to England—his would-be-
owner had not made provisian for the
board and lodging, with six months’ sal-
ary in advance, of the jackass’ compadre,
whose special function it was to play the
guitar to him when he was sad.

Some mouths ago the change was made
in many English journals, and copied in
some American papers, that the greater
portion of the church property in Lon-
on was occupied by public-houses
where intoxicating liquors were sold,
The select committee of the ecclesiasti-
cal commission has since been miking
a careful examination of the statements,
and finds that they are false. In some
cases public-houses were found on prop-
erty which had once belonged to the
church, but which has changed hands.

Charleston, 8.(\, has a female Solo-
man. The other day an old colored man
was brought before one of the inferfor
courtson the charge of deserting his legal
spouse and living with a young woman.
A number of old colored woman, mem-
bers of the church, were present in
cour! and evinced a great desire to get
the old man away from his sinful course.
The court heard the evidence, but was
at a loss to decide the case. Finally one
of the church sisters, who had during
the hearin developed a rare volubility,
was placed in the judicial seat and told
by the court to see if she could decide
it. She readily took the ' chair, called
up the erring brother, handed him the
Bible, and made him swear that if he
was released from jail he would abandon
his evil course and return to the bosom
of his family. The old sinner ngreed
to this, but the tempory court made him
get down on his knees and make the
pledge on the Bible. He acquiesed,
and the court, turning to the justice,
eaid: “‘I tink you can truss’em, judge.
Ef he go back to dat gal I’ll bring him
up again.” The justice accepted the
bond and the defendant was discharged,
leaving the court surrounded by his
‘whilom judge and the church sisters.
His erring companion was discharged
on the same terms,

Curious Dreams by YWomen,

When women do not go to a wedding,
they dream about it. A Louiaville lady
dreamed of a wedding that took place late-
ly.. Ituppeared to her that the bride was
attired in a seal-colored cloth walking-skirt,
evenly trimmed around the bottom with
seal fur and ostrich feathers to the depth
of twelve inches, the lower part beingof
fur, the upper of feathers, the latter varying
in shade from the color of the fur to the
color of old gold. ~These elegant feathers
lay close to the goods, and their fluffiness
was beautifully shown. The cloak of cloth
wus of medium length, trimmed as the
skirt, with a small cape to match the trim-
ming, The bride's hat was of fine leghorn,
with a very rich brim turned up at the side
and front and lined inside with feathers of
old gold lying close to the brim. The out-
side of tue brim was partly covered with
seal fur and a long plume, half seal-colored
and half old Fold, cvrved about and reached
to the shoulder. Tho groom had on a
$2,000 overcoat.

Bhipherd, the Peruvian speculation man,
is, if the Providence Press remembers
correctly, an “ex-minister of the gospel, an
ex secrelary of the American Freedmen's
Union Commission, an ex-secretary of the
American Missionnry Association, an ex-
editor of a religious newpsaper, an ex-in-

insurance agent aud an ex-banker or bro-

’klhd' consequent-1

BARE-BACK RIDERS.

How They are Trained for the “Ring."
From the New York Tribune.

The ring-room, was in use for. training
horses and bareback riders under the direc-
tion of the famouns Mélville, 'who is'“ -
of lovoi;!.:rneghn b:: t:.Ikno l'hlog::. Aﬁ:g-
man and the elep eeper, Mr.
sall, are thought to be two very tull feathers
in Mr. Barnum's hat. The new horses are
generally quite easy to truin, a few weeks
perfecting them, e new men, however,
are embarrassed a good deal by the oon-
stant féar of falling, which)is' slways likely
to happen at first. ' On this acoount, askel-
eton derrick l;l set up in t.h: oolmr q.!‘ 3,"
ring, ‘'Aro, put shrough a pulle, C)
el:x of 'pt;e derrick-arm . and fas-
tened to the rider's belt, The other
‘end of the rope s held by on assistant.
When the rider goes around the ring the
derrick-arm is pushed around after him by
means of a lever. Bhould the rider loose:
his balamce, the man at the other end of
the rope holds on for dear life, and the rider

is suspended sprawling in the air, after

the fashion of um};ty-DumpLy‘in trans-
formation scenes. The ring-master holds
the lariat; and thus it takes three men to
teach one toride bare back. While this
nerformance was golnion one of the per-
formers - told a story whioh iltustrated the
bardships of a cirous lite. Not long ago a
French family of acrobats travelled with
Mr. Barnum, it being, by the way, a com-
mon thiog for families to remain together
in the circus business. O e of the daugh-
ters, a pretty cirl and the pet of the family,
had nightly to bs shet from a catapult thir-
ty or forty feet through the air into a net
spread to catch her, Ozxe evening the ma-
chine was sprung too soon, and in some
way the poor . girl's neck
was _ hit, __ the __Dblow __ para-
1yzing her instantly and bringing death in a
few hoars. Bread must be earned, though
it be eaten with tears, and with tkeir new
load of sorrow the child’s family went on
with their work 1n the ring.

Above the three rooms already described
were lumber and canvass lofts. Here was
was the snake charmer, who plies the trade
of a carpenter during the winter months,
This man said that he first tried the entic
ingart on the genial rattlesnake. Con-
striotors and anacondas, he thought, were
vers easy to manage, though at times they
would bite him or give him too affectionate
an embrace, If they were well fed, he
could do what he pleased with thom, es-
pecially as they have no poison. Rattle.
enakes require considerable care. .

Personalities,.

Sir William Palliser, whose death is an.
nounced, was the mventor of the projectiles
which bear his name, the -same beiug steel
shot and shell for piercing armor-plated
ships. He also invented the rifle com-
pound guns known by his name. He re-
tired from the army in 1871, and was
knighted by Victoria in 1873,

Petor Mankins died recently at his home
near Fayettville, Washington county, Ark.,
at the venerable age of 111 years 3 months
and 11 days. He had been a Baptist for
seventy-five years and a deacon seventy
years. “Everybody loved him,” it is said,
devotedly. He was married three times to
widows with . children; and though a wid-
ower at ninety the last time, he would have
married again, but that “my eyesight fails,”
said he, and *I want to pick a young girl
the next time.”

Miss Luoy Maclem of Olean, N. Y., was
years ago, a beautiful girl. She was gifted
with all the fomale graces, and when Sal-
mon P, Chase, who afterward became so
prominent in our annals, met her, they
were mutually pleased, loved and became
engaged. Correspondence continued fer
sowe time and then suddenly ceased. Why
this was the result Lucy never would dis-
close; but in a little time she acted strange,
and in o few years reason took its flight.
She is now & hermless lunatic wandering
about Olean, asking for rewittances thaf
never come, or applying for money that is
never lent, She is supported by her sister
Sarn, a seamstress. 3

Rochester  Democrat: Premonitions
may ke laughed at by the skeptical, but in
the case of Mrs. Dorris, the wife of Gen.
Dorns, who lived near 8t. Louis, and who
was brutally murdered by her grandson,
Russel Brown, the mysterious wurning she
received is not a subject of levity. When
her attention was recently called to the fac!
that Brown resembled the picture published
in & newspaper of the murderers hung in St
Louis, she remarked, “Yes, the likeness
ig striking; and now mark my words, Rus-
sel B.own’s picture will be published in
this. paper, and Russel Brown will be
hanced for my murder.’ "

Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton is sixty-five
years of age. She wears her snow white
bair arranged in little puffs on each side of
her forhead, with a band.of lilac satin tied
behind them, dresses neatly and becoming-
ly and has & matronly, motherly appear-
ance. B8he has reared seven children; her
youngett daughter is now studying mathe-
matics in the university of Paris. Miss
Susan B. Anthony is four years younger,
but looks older. .

Rev. Dr. Bellows was twice married, his
first wife being a daughter of Elihu Town-
send of theold firm of Nevins & Townsend,
bankers, in New York. His children by
the first marriage are Rev. Russell N. Bel-
lows, & Unitarian clergyman, who was lates
ly in charge of Unity chapel at Harlem,and
a daughter, Miss Anna Bellows. For his
second wife Dr, Bellows mnrried a daught-
erof the late Rev. Epbriam Peabody of
Kiug's Chapel, Boston, who survives him,
with three young chil.iren—Henry Whit-
fey. Robert Peabody and Ellen Derby Bol-

OWS.

Every now and then the question is raised
a8 to whether George Waskington was or
was nota communicant member of the
Protestant Episcopal church. The record
of his baptism, April 3d, 1832,is preserved,
and the names of his sponsors, two men
and one woman, according to the rubio, are
given. In Truro parish, which includes
Mount Vernon, he wasa vestryman, and
Pohick church was built from his own
plans and under bis supervision. He was
also a vestryman of Christchurch, Alexan-
dria, where he had a pew. In New York
he was an attendant at St. Paul's chapel
and in Philadelphia at Christ church. In
“Old churches and familiesr of Virginia,”
Bishop Meade says Washington was a com-
municant.

funny Little Things,

. The editor of the Sanquoit (N. Y.) Rege
ister says that people sending in big eggs
will please accompany them by several
ordinary sized omes, wot for publication,
but as a guarantes of good faith,

A Connecticut man, aged seventy-four,
and once worth $15,000, has been arrested
for stealing eight cents’ worth of spruce
lamber. Poor old man! Not enough to
pay for his board!

“I tell you,” exclaimed the theatre man-
nger, “that Miss Ruskin had a splendid
reception. The house was fairly ablaze
with enthusiasm.” “Yes,” said Fogg, dry-
ly, “as the house was all paper it was ensily
set ablaze,”

“There is nothting like settling down,”
said a retired merchant confidentially to his
neighbor., “When I gave up business I
settled down and found I hmr quite a com-
fortable fortune, If I had settled up I
should not have had a cent.”

A Scotch minister was once busy cate-
chising his young parishioners before the
congregalion, when he put the first gues-
tionto a stout girl whose father kept a
public house: “ t is your name?” No
reply. The question having been repeated,
the girl rephed, “Nane o' yer fun, Mr,
M'imstar; ye ken my name weel eneuch.
D'ye no say when ye come to our house on
& night, ‘Bet, bring me some ale!’ ”

R . e —

The woman-suffragists of Boston 1nvited
the members of the Massachusetts legis-
lataro to a reception at a private residence,

ker; in fact, an extreordinary man,

and five of the members only out of 280 re-
sponded in person.

‘ous.’ If he is downrigh

SO VAR g Y VIt A,

Things in General

It is announced that the' Roman cathollo
bishop of Montreal has served notice upon |
b in (he lkytor URG b shop b v ed

n the liquor . stop:
3 g’ einutpthe orlder
is very iraportant, for a'very large propor-
tion of tho%’uinm propeity in: that'city
b_elonsltpthoohmh.| LR :

A ‘man walked into s physician's office
in Grand- Rapids, Mich.,” a few days ago,
and in the !ﬁ» and easy, manner of t
boundless west, picked up 'from' the table
what ke conceiyed to be a toothpick and be-
pan to usait. Presently he' pri his ton-

6, and & oconsequent’ mation called

e doctor's attention to what was on,
e A e
vaaocine point, an t 8 ' prompt ap-
plication of various preventives it “took."”
B L T

onary, returne m- Telugn, wes
of the bay of Bengal, “my sons should be-
come Ohrigtians, they would then, doubt-
less, become drunkards like the lish.
men."  And there was much foroe in the
aﬁﬁd Brahmin's remark. ‘He judged,
Christianity by its apparent inflnence u;
the lives of those representatives' of a
Ohristian nation who came within his
sphere of absérvation. : {

Lynching ir not so popularin’ Ottawa
county, Mich., as in many parts of the west.
Seven men led a mob into the jail, last
summer, for the purpose of hanging a
murderer. The sheriff's wife locked them:
in, thus frustrating their design, and now
they have been fined $100 each on plead-
ing guilty to charges of assault. One was
a village'physician, and all were men of
good standing.

James A, Garfield wrote in 1877: “It will
be a proud day when an administration sen-
ator or representative, who isin good stand-
ingin his party, can say, as Thomas Hughes
said during his recent visit to this country,
that though he was on the most intimate
terme with the members of his own admiu-
istration, yet it was not in his power to se-
cure the removal of the humblest clerk in
the civil cervice of his goverament.”

John V. Farwell, C. B. Farwell, and Ab-
ner Taylor of this city, and A. C. Babcock
of Canton, Ill., have agreed to erect a cap-
ital for the state of Texas, and will receive
therefor the largest tract of land that was
ever deeded to a human . being, at least
rince the United States existed as a nation.
It lies in the north west corner of the state,
and is larger than the State of Connecticut

Aoccidental rich finds of gold still occurs
in Oalifornia, Some men who Were rec nt-
ly walking along the road on Fray's flat in
Eldorado county, noticed a piece of quartz

which had been crushed by a wagon run-
ning over it. The specimen was found to
contain considerabls gold, and the party
making further explorations came upon a
“pocke ” from which th y took in one day
what wasestimated at from $11,000 to $13,-
000 worth of gold.

At least one English paper of high char-
aoter is disposed to judge fairly of the
course pursued by the court in the trial of
Guiteau. 1he Liverpool Mercury thus
comments upon the matter: “Nor are we
at all clear that American jurisprudence has
suffered more by allowing the prisoner to
give full play o his wildest eccentricities
than it would have done by adopting what
would appear to be the only alternative—
namely, that of trying in his absence a per-
son charged with a capital offense. In any
case, it cannot now be said that th. accnsed
was prevented from laying before the jury
any oconsideration, however extravagant,
which he thought might tend to his excul-
pation.”

Smile if You Like.

Singular fact: If the good die young,
how dv you account for bald-headed edit-
ors?

Height of emphasis: “Lie!” shouted old
Mowers, as ke smashed his foot down on
the table. “Lie! Why, he can lie liken
show bill!”

Pleasures of science: A scientist claime
to have discovered a kind of wasp thal
doesn’t sling. He must have had a heap of
fun experimenting before he found it.

Scored a point: Master Tommy (he had
been very naughly and was now amusing
himself with his socripture prints)—“Here's
Daniel in the lion's den!” Mamma (incau-
tiously)—“Ah! what was he cast in the
lion’s den for?” Master Tommy (with tri-
umph) * ’Cause he was good.”

Satisfactory evidence: It was half-pas)
ten o’clock Sunday night. Mr, and Mrs.
Murrowfat had gone te ted, but Julia and
her Theodore still lingered in the parlor.
A profound silence brooded over the house
until the moment came for the lovers to
part and then the old folke distinctly heard
such half-suvpressed exclamationsas “Oh!”
“Outch!” “Wow!” Mr. Marrowfat turned
toward his wife and, quietly kneading her
in the back with his elbow to arouse her in-
tellect, said: “It's all right, Manthy: Jule's
vacoinnation is going to take.”

A lover's private gymnastics: How beau-
tiful is the exhibition of humanity in the
young. A little boy found a poor,half-fro-
zen wasp in the garret and placed it upon a
chair before the parlor fire to ttaw ont.
Surely the angels mimst have looked down
aepxovingly on 81 . unactof kindness.
When sister Mary s baau called that even-
ing he glanced at the chair, and sesting
himself in it murmured: “Ah, bless her
heart, how thoughtful she is of my com-
fort!” Two minutes later there was as
much noise and racket in that parlor ag if
it had been turned into a den of demons.
The wasp had thawed out; that is why Mary
isn’t married ye:,

What is the Matter With Hannah?
From the New York Graphic.

Honnah is our hired girl. Hannah is a
good girl, good help and a first-class cook,
washer and ironer. But Hannah is tired.

_Of what? Of four years of domestic ser-
vitude. Of belonging to the lower middle
class. Of being known as the “help,”

Hannah doesn’t like living all her life n
a position where she is coustantly reminded
of the great gulf which exists between the
kitchen and the parlor. Hannsah is a native
born American girl. She knows that this
distinction must exist as society is now con-
stituted. But it's none the less irksome to
her. Besides, Hannah may have ambi-
tions. Hannah may have aspirations, Per-
haps to be a poetess. Perhaps to be an ac-
tress. All buman nature loves change.
Hannah's mistress thinks it very bard
that Hannah won't pin herself down to the
kitchen, to slops, dish-rags and brooms,
and therewith be content all her life long.
Hannuh's mistress would be shocked at
the idea of her. own daughter’s going out to
service. Yet Huinnah's grandfather may
have had some of Hunnah's mistress’ ances-
tors in his kitchen. In America nobody
knows how long they're to stay at the top
or bottom, Hannah doesn’t want lo be on
the bottom any longer. ‘This is natural.
This is aspiration. This desire on Han-
pah’s part may lead to worse luck. But
Haonch’s mistress must remember that
Hannah is human like herselt. That Han-
nxh has wants, whims, aspirations and no-
tions, that every servitude is servitude and
a domestic is even, in happy, free America,
but a domestio, thongh she excel in intelli-
gence, learning and refinement all the
daughters of the house. Hannah’s mistress
must remember that Hannah in many things
tbinks and feels even asshe would were
she in Hannah's place, Thatis what is
the matter with Hannah,”

Greatness Sometimes a Bore,

- The Prince of Wale's lol;l is not suchAa
appy one as some people imagine, At
one ?n’ the London thezten recently, under
& new management, the prince, on entering
his box, was received with the national an-
them and “God Bless the Prince of Wales,”
the audience rising, of oourse, with the
first note of the national. The prince was
very angry., He sent for the manager be-
tween the aots,. “If this sort of thing ever

‘ocours, or is likely to ocour again,” he said,
“this is the last time'Ishalliever enter your
theatre.” The smpressario bowed
and acocepted the rebuke. ' To show that he
bore no malicé, the: prince was very, g-
cious and.pleasant at the closs of thog“
But he hates a snbb, and he values the free-
domtwitg‘n'vhleb he is _lllow;d :u‘o%?ef, and:
g0 at publio entertdinments without fassy -
observation and ill-timed manifestations of

LT e A R s
Wit and Wisdom. - '
Would out his own soquaintance: 'If ‘&
man knéw'as’ much ‘about; himself as he
does about his’ neighbor, 'he would never
speak to himself,” ~ - ‘LT
New reading of an old phrase: "Gen.
erous to a fault” may he said of many men.
At they are generous enough to their

own

An after ‘consideration: “Can. you get
people out safely in oade' of fire?” Man-
ager—“Haven't time ' to think of 'that;
Retting 'em in is whatinterests me!”—Puck.

Appreciated: '“There!”. 'triumphantly
exclaimed a Deadwood editor, as a bullet
oame through the window and shattered the
inkstand, “I knew that new ‘personal’
column would be a tuoccess."—San Fran-
cisco Post. ¢ '

Mystery explained: Long—Bother the
boy! My boots ain't dirty. I wonder why
he's always 80 precious. anxious to clean
them?”  'Short—*Well, he thinks yours is
just the sort of foot to be a good advertise-
ment to ."—London Punch.

An unreasonable yoath:, “Anything you
see me do, you cando,” said Pingrey
to his son. : “Thank you, sir,” replied: the
young man; “but perhaps I would like to
do some of the things you take such mighty
good care I shan't see you do.” Pingrey
thinks of this and trembles every time he
goes behind the cupboard door to look in-
to the bottom of that tumbler,—Boston
Transcript.

The Reward of Filial Respect.
From the Carson (Nev.) Appeal. .| .

Not long ago a young man in Carson ,g:.
married and started for California with
young wife. His father Lbade him good-gi,
aad gave him the paternal blessieg. “My
son,” said the aged sire, shaking with emo-
tion, eto., “remember. these words if you
never see me again:' Never go into a place
where you would not take your wife.”
Last week the old man went down to visit
them. He proposed a bear hunt, and they
were fortunate enough to track a grizzly to
his lair among some of the boulders  in'the
chapparel. As the two A})proamned the
henr roused up and sent forth a growl of
defiance which shook the tiees. “Goin
there and kill him,” cried the old man ex-
citedly. “Count: me out,” said the son.

Have I crossed the seas and settled in
America to raise & cowasrd?” shouted the
father, brandishing his gun.-  “I recollect
your advica when I left Carsor,” was the
reply. “Didn't you tell me never togn
where I couldn’t take my wife. Now how
would Sal look in there with that bear?”
The old man clasped his dutiful son to his
bosom and as the bear issued forth ex-
claimed: “Speaking of Sally let us hasten
home; our prolonged absence might cause
herneedless alarm.”. In about 15 minutes
they had reached the ranch, the old man a
littie ahead and the distance wasabout four
miles.

A Tough Story. s

Little Rockspecial to the Cincinnati Star:
A report comes from Union ccanty that
three young men were discussing the prob-
abilities of rain from a cloud which was just
then rising in the west. The youngest of
the group, John Freeman, reforred to the
drought, and remarked that a God who
would allow his people to suffer thus could
not amount to mueh. Instantly a bolt of
lighting flashed from the oloud overhead,
and the young man full dead. Nearly every
bone in his body was mashed into jelly,
while his boots were torn from his feet and
the clothing from his lower extremities.

The body presented &  horri-
ble appearance, being a  black-
ened and manglecd mass of hu-

manity. il companions were stunned
and thrown on the ground but not serious-
ly injured. The funeral of the unfortu-
nate young man occurred nextday and at-
tracted a large crowd, the larger portion of
whom were diawn thither by the rumor: of
the strange events preceding the death of
the deceased. When the body was deposi-
ted in‘the grave and the loose earth had
been thrown in until the aperture was filled,
and while the friends of the dead man yet
Jingered in the cemetery, a bolt of lightning .
descended froma cloud direotly over the
burial place and struck the grave, throwing
the dirt as if & plow had passed lengthwise
through it. No one was injured, but tho:
present scattered almost paralyzed vith ter-
ror.

" The Bad Sons of Prince Bismarck,

A Berlin newspaper has been heavily "~
fined for an advertisement in which a
wealthy bachelor “solicited the acquaint-
ance and traveling society of any pretty
woman not previously engaged.”
other hand, the great world has not tnrned

and sinco her divorce declines the prom-
1sed marriage, while merely a laugh was*
raised by the mishap of the Hamburg bank-
er whose wife had gone and done likewise
with the chancellor's second son,  William:
That affair was only made public by acci-
dent. Mme, Y. had neglected to lock: her
door. Somebody opened it by mistake,
and, flying affrighted at the extremely prim-

ber, told what he had seen. Next morning

all the other loz{g:rs of the Krone hotel at -
Marlenbad left that establishment, -but for

a week afterward the count and the lady

girove about and took tkeir meals together

in public, and appeared at the Casino as

unconcernedly as though the scandal were

not public.

Edwin Booth and Vite,”
New York Letter.

The physicians have notified Mr. Booth
to be ready at any moment to regeive the
announcement of Mrs. Booth’s death, The
parents of Mrs. Booth were told how near
the end the sufferer appeared to be, and
advised that she should see her husband.
To this they immediately acceded, baut
their daughter hedged about an interview
with 80 many conditions that Mr., Booth
has not as yet availed himself of the per-
mission given. She is entirely conscious
of her condition, even knowing that the re.
port of her death was common last Sun-
day. 8he has received several friends and
given away many keepsakes to them. Mr,
Booth is extremely solicitons and nervous.
The writer of this letter happens to know
by persoral observation how good a hus-
band he was. There never was a wifo less
crushed and more completely master
of the situation than little Mrs. Booth—-a
statement in which half the theatrical pro-
fession will bear e out. It is very unfor-
tunate that this domestic complication
::o%l‘;ltgnm oti;:untﬁd, l:I;ut li:t i8 very wicked

a . Booth’s troubles and
by accusations wholly false, e

The New Necretary of the Treasury.
More than fifty years .ago a very good
private school was taught upon the "Island
of Nantucket, Mass., byan excellent Quaker
gentleman. Awmong the children who at-
tended were two brothers, very unlike each
other. The one was slight in form, graco-
ful and attractive. The other his exact
ggﬁomtg, clumsy gnd awkward, and withal

ne morning the  fath
boys called to see tl’}e tenchez, :;d? tinmfha:

course of conversation was told plainly b
!.‘he latter that the boy whom we l!,mve cyalleg
unau'x,'uo‘t‘u'e," “never would make any-
thing, You are mistaken, gir,” was the
quick reilny of the parent. “If you and I
live we shall hear from that boy.” Botn
entlemen are deceased, but lnst week the
oy was heard from. His name is Ohas.

J. Folger, and he is secretar -
ury of tho United States, Tj0f S trons

On the -

itive costume of the ocoupants of the cham- -.

o

.

its back on Count Herbert yon Bismarok;«: v
who ran off with the Princess Carolath,”

.
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