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Money is ready and plans are laid 
Jfor a tunnel that will malte all tunnels 
[dug hitherto seem rather insignificant, 
|nd that incidentally will bring the 

nited States and Europe several 
[hours nearer. It is Relieved that it will 
1 begin a new era for Ireland and will 
I advance Belfast many steps in the 
•scale of Importance. It is proposed to 
I perform all of these wonders by dril
ling a ISO,000.000 hole thirty-five miles 
through the rock under the northern 

I part of the Irish sea, through which 
I passengem could be whisked by train, 
and could thus travel from London to 

J •Galway or Queenstown without chang
ing cars. All that the plan waits for 

now is a guarantee from the British 
government of 3 per cent on the capi
tal Invested from the time that the 
tunnel is in working order. A big 
meeting was held the other day in a 
committee room of the house of com
mons, presided over by the Marquis of 
Londonderry, former lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, in which the enterprise was 
boomed vigorously by (Lord Rosdbery 
and the Earl of Spencer and many oth-

L er important personages. A deputation 
was sent to the first lord otf the treas
ury to talk persuasively to him about 
the 3 per cent part of the business, and 
the government is considering the 
Question. If the government guaran
tees the interest the preliminary work 
will begin at once, and it is expected 
that the tunnel will be completed in 
about ten years from the time the first 
sod is turned. When the time comes 
to turn that sod the man to do R really 
ought to. be Lord Londonderry, whose 
powerful influence has been exerted for 
It ever since it appeared that the plan 
was practicable. To him, therefore, 
I applied for information on the sub
ject, although lords of high degree are 
not much given to granting interviews 
in England. 

Lord Londonderry's great town 
house in artistocratic Park lane in 
London is as grim and forbidding out
side as it is spacious and luxurious 
within. The marquis was in his libra
ry, seated at a fiat-topped desk, which 
one must suppose to be the grandfath
er of all desks, for it was big enough 

great importance. It would cut sev
eral hours off the time of passage if 
the steamers were to stop there, in
stead of going to Queenstown." 

owing to the present difference in the 
gauge between the English and Irish 
roads, but that would come In time. 

"I 'believe the passenger traffic alone 
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"But that program is rather disas
trous for Queenstown, isn't it?" 

"Yes, rather." 
"And Queenstown is going to be 

heard from on the subject isn't she?" 
"No doubt, but it is the voice of Bel

fast that will carry weight, for that is 
the city most directly interested in the 
tunnel. It is the chief city of Ireland, 

would go a long way 'toward making 
the line pay, for it is a long disagree
able trip by boat across the channel. 
But perhaps I am prejudiced. They say 
I am in favor of the tunnel because I 
am such a notoriously bad sailor." 

"If the government refuses to guar-
tee the 3 per cent interest will the plan 

• fall through for the present?" 

have an important effect upon the de
velopment of Ireland. It is an affair 
of national importance. The money, I 
understand, can be had as soon as the 
government guarantees the Interest but 
ths stockholders will not ask the gov
ernment to step in until the work is 
entirely done and the plant is ready 
for operation. I know little about the 
plans or the financial part of the 
work, but I have no doubt American 
capital would be largely interested. 

"But one thing is certain, the effort 
to interest the government is entirely 
non-political. At the house of com
mons meeting, over which I had the 
honor to preside, one of the strongest 
supporters of the plan was my oppo
nent at the polls, and Lord Rosebery 
wrote me that he had long believed 
there were few more pressing objects 
of policy, not only from the Irish point 
of view, but also from the British and 
imperial viewpoints. He said he be
lieved that £10,000,000 was cheap, con
sidering the advantages to be gained." 

This tunnel is not new. Fifteen 
years ago it was seriously discussed, 
and later the Belfast chamber of com
merce took it up, and asked for gov
ernment assistance in getting prelimi
nary soundings, and also for a guaran
tee of interest on the capital invested. 
But the enterprise looked bigger than 
it does now, and £10,000,000 sounded 
like more money then than it does 
now, and the government was afraid to 
go into it. 

About the only danger now, from an 
engineering viewpoint, is the possibil
ity of fissures in the rock. The vari
ous strata that would be crossed are 
known to be individually waterproof, 
but a fissure where two stratas aro 
joined might spoil the whole plan, and 
make it necessary to find some other 
place of crossing than that now select
ed, connecting Stranraer on the 
Scotch side with Magee island, twen
ty miles northeast of Belfast on the 
Irish side. This is not the narrowest 
point in the channel, but it is the 
most feasible. Even here the tunnel 
would have to make a detour of two or 
three miles under water, to avoid an 
especially deep depression running 
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to make three or four ordinary writ
ing tables. Young couples have start
ed housekeeping before now in a house 
whose floor surface appeared no great
er than the top of that desk. It was 
covered with newspapers and maps, in 
which the marquis was evidently munfr 
Interested. 

"I believe," he said, "that the pro
posed tunnel would bring a great 
change to Ireland, and although, of 
course, it is an undertaking that would 
have appalled the engineer of a gener
ation ago, I am told that there is no 
mechanical difficulty today that stands 
In the way of It. The total length of 
the tunnel under the sea would be 
twenty-five miles and the approaches 
on either side would be- about .five 
miles each, making thirty-five miles in 
all. Of course that is about three 

' times as long as any tunnel yet built. 
The Slmplon is about thirteen miles, 
Isn't it? And the St. Gothard tunne! 
Is something like nine mlleB long. But 
it is astonishing what progress the en
gineers have made, and it Is likely that 
In the coarse of ten years It would take 
to build the tunnel still further pro
gress would toe made, so that the sec
ond half might be done in less time 
than the first half would take. 

"However, that is a matter for the 
experts to talk about What I am most 
•ore about is that the tunnel will be a 
great saving of time. It takes six 
hours to get from London to Carlisle. 
®jr means of the tunnel It would- be 
possible to go from-Carlisle to Belfast 
In from two to three hoars. With the 
{Improvements that are to be expected 
In ten yean It.should be possible to 
ifot from Belfast to Galway in three 
Aonra. That makes eleven or twelve 
hours from London to Galway." 

"But why do you mention. Galway ? 
That isn't especially noted as a sea
port, taitr 
i "It Is likely to be if the tqnnel la 
fhnilt It Is the moit convenient port 
(to New York, anil It Is In the most cen-
jtnl part ot ltolaad. It la th* natural 
•topping place of tho transatlantic 
ftMunam, and may hwomt a port of 

and does much the larger part of her 
business. Belfast would probably be 
the railroad terminal of the tunnel, 
and donfrtiess the trains would run to 
Belfast from the English side without 
stopping. To. go from Belfast to Gal
way without changing ears would re
quire am entire new line of railroad, 

"I can't say, bat it seems hardly 
likely that the government will refuse. 
This ease isn't parallel to that of Mr. 
Rhodes' railroad. Africa is unknown, 
and the receipts from the road were 
problematical, but with this tunnel the 
receipts can be estimated almost scien
tifically, and besides the tunnel would 
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along parallel with the Scotch coast. 
With the route as at present laid out, 
it is estimated that the tunnel at its 
deepest point would be 500 feet under 
the surface of the sea, and that the 
steepest gradient will be one in seven-
ty-flve, which is nothing extraordi
nary. 

Any American engineer would con
sider the estimate of ten years' time 
required for this job to be rather lib
eral, for great progress has been made 
in the speed of tunnel digging in the 
last twenty-five years. When St. Goth
ard tunnel was begun in 1872 the high
est rate of progress was two and a half 
yards a day. Eleven years later the 
average rate of progress in the Arlberg 
tunnel was twelve yards a day. Since 
then the increase has been rapid, and 
if a chance is given to American con
tractors to bid on the tunnel, the Brit
ish public will be rather likely to dis
cover that it wouldn't take ten years to 
tie England and Ireland together with 
stedl. 

Not a little doubt has been express
ed about the financial feasibility of this-
extraordinary undertaking. Would the 
government have to go down into its 
pocket to. find the 3 per cent? It is 
said in reply that a large part of Ire
land's growing commerce would reach 
England through the tunnel, which 
would expect to compete with the 
channel steamers in price, and, of 
course, far outrun them in speed. It is 
said, furthermore, that the Green Isle 
has vast possibilities as yet undevelop
ed, and only waiting for something to 
come along and stir them up. Owing 
to the efforts of Irish capitalists, tour
ists are beginning to take a greater in
terest In the island than they ever 
took before, and if it were not such a 
difficult place to reach, they could be 
expected to go there In shoals. As the 
route to Scotland would be so short 
and Quick, it is expected that Irish pro-

i dude would find a new and profitable 
market in the manufacturing towns of 
Scotland and the north of England. 

1 CURTIS BROWN. 
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'A Wonderful Performance. 
A man from Pine Knob stood watch

ing a performance on a slide trombone. 
Suddenly, seizing a companion's arm, 
the Pine Knob man suddenly ex
claimed: 

"Look thar, Lige!" 
"Whafs the matter?' wV 
"Look thar! He done It nginr* 
"Done what?" 
"W'y, crowded more'n half that 

blamed ho'n inter his mouth!"—Short 
Stories. 

PATENTS. 

Wet of Patents Iaaaed Laat Weelc to 
Northwestern Inventor*. 

Scott F. Evans, Minneapolis, Minn., 
tile-arch construction; Harry E. Hel-
miclc, Minneapolis, Minn., computing 
machine; Peter H. Holm, Warren, 
Minn., graphophone; Joseph Joung-
bauer, St. Paul, Minn., cuff-holder; 
Chas. Lelding, Duluth, Minn., oar 
lock; Wm. Mcintosh, Winona, Minn., 
blow-off cock and boiler check; John 
O'Connor, Ely, Minn., fastening hand
les to crosscut saws; Lydia K. Sturin, 
Duluth, Minn., time calculator. 
tA^eiUI,noiA 2.t.hrop & JohnBou , Patent At
torneys. 010 Pioneer PreBS Bids., St. PauL 

Preferred the Punishment . 
"I shall expect you to tell the whole 

truth," said the justice to the colored 
culprit. 

"De whole truth, sah?" 
"Yes." 
"Jedge, des gimme six months;"— 

Atlanta Constitution. 

A Matter of Business. 
Doctors—Why in the world do yon 

kick about the reduction in the price of 
gas? 

Druggist—It's spoiling my suicide 
trade. I don't sell half as much car
bolic acid as I did.—Judge. 

Ask Tour Dealer for Allen's Foot-Ease. 
A powder to shake in your shoes. It 
rests the feet. Cures Corns, Bunions, 
Swollen, Sore, Hot, Callous, Aching, 
Sweating Feet and Ingrowing Nails. 
At all druggists and shoe stores, 25 cts! 
Sample mailed FliEE. Address Allen 
S. Olmsted, Le Row N. Y. 

How to Draw Them. 
"Did you hear of that New York wo

man who gave $100,000 to a man who 
rescued her from drowning?" 

"Yes. It' there were more women 
like that at the seashore they would 
never have to deplore a lack of men at 
the resorts"—Chicago Times-Herald. 

They Seldom Do. 
"Isn't it awfully difficult," asked the 

gushing maiden, "to find new ideas for 
your plays?" 

"I don't know." said the successful 
playwright, '"I have-never tried it."— 
Brooklyn Life. 

One of the Few. 
"Here's a picture of a man who made 

a fortune by his pen." 
"Great writer, eh?" 
"No: inventor of the fountain pen." 

—Chicago News. 

Honey Tulks. 
Richly—Money talks. 
Scrimpers—Yes; but through the 

long-distance telephone, in my case.— 
Syracuse Evening Herald. 

Pain Conquered; Health 

stored by Lydia E. Pink* 

ham's Vegetable Compound. 

[LETTER TO MBS. PINXKAlf NO. 92,649] 

'' I feel it my duty to write and thank 
you for what your Vegetable Com
pound has done for me. It is the only 
medicine I have found that has done 
me any good. Before taking your medi
cine, I was all run down, tired all tho 
time, no appetite, pains in my back and 
bearing down pains and a great suf
ferer during menstruation. After tak
ing two bottles of Lydia E. Pinkham's 
Vegetable Compound I felt like a new 
woman. I am now on my fourth bottle 
and all my pains have left me. I feel 
better than I have felt for three years 
and would recommend your Compound 
to every suffering woman. I hope this 
letter will help others to find a cure 
for their troubles." — Mns. Della 
Eemickeb, Rensselaeb, Ind. 

The serious ills of women develop 
from neglect of early symptoms. Every 
pain and ache has a cause, and the 
warning they give should not be disre
garded. 

Mrs. Pinkham understands these 
troubles better than any local phy
sician and will give every woman free 
advice who is puzzled about her 
health. Mrs. Pinkham's address is 
Lynn, Mass. Don't put off writing until 
health is completely broken down. 
Write at the first indication of trouble. 

The Soft Answer. 
Irate Father—I saw' you kiss my 

daughter under cover of the bushes 
this afternoon. What do you mean by 
it? 

Golightly—Well, now you hardly 
think I would stoop low enough to dis
cuss matters with a beastly peeper do 
you?—Philadelphia North American, 

Chlcaaro Great Western Increase. 
The earnings of the Chicago Great 

Western Ry. "Maple Leaf Route" for 
tne fourth week of July 1899 show an 
Increase of $9,573.68. Total increase 
since beginning of fiscal year (July 1st) 
to date, $89,343.02. 

Just Thlnlc of It. 
Tommy Scroggins—I'd hate to be dat 

two-headed boy at de museum. 
Jlmmie Wiggins—He has lots o' fun. 
Tommy Scroggins—I know dat; but 

jes' t'lnk o' havin two faces to wash.— 
Ohio State Journal. 

In addition to 4,000 freight cars, the 
Baltimore and Ohio South Western 
Ball Road has purchased two new 
postal cars, 60 feet In length; four 63-
foot baggage cars; five'60-foot combin
ation baggage and coaches; three 60-
foot first-class coaches with wide vesti
bules and modem In every respect, 
and two combination parlor, dining 
and observation can each 67 feet in 
length. 

Piff& 
Does your head ache? Pain back of 

your eyes? Bad taste in yourmouth? 
It's your liverl Ayers Pills are 
liver pills. They cure constipation, 
headache, dyspepsia, and all liver 
complaints. 25c. All druggists. 

Want your moustache or beiird s bMuttful 
J>r°wn or rich black 7 Then um 

BUCKINGHAM'S DYE WUfe. 
.SSLgrg^or PwuccijTt, ow W.P. Ato. n«mu * 

An Art Criticism. 
"The tattooed man is well built, isn't 

he?" 
'Yes; but I wouldn't exactly call all 

the pictures on him 'good! form.* 
Philadelphia Bulletin. 

Heed the Red Plan of Dansrerl 
Red pimples, blotches, boils, sores are danfw 

signals of torpid liver, poisoned blood. Cascav* 
eis Candy Cathartic will save you. All drua* 
gists 10c, 20c, 50c. 

The men who succeed best in public 
life are those who take the risk of 
standing by their owu convictions.— 
J. A. Garfield. 

W. L. DOUGLAS 
S3&S3.50SHOES u."."!!! nIADEa 

Worth $4 io $6 compared with 
other makes. 

Indorsed by over 
1,000,000 nearer*. 

ALL LEATHERS. ALL STYLES 
TUB GESl'INK hit. IT. L. Doairfw* 
au« ud prle* «Uni|>«ci on bouaa. 

Take no substitute claimed 
to be as good. Largest malcer* 
of <3 and »3.TO shoes in the 
world. Your dealer should keep 
them—If not, ire will Bend yon 
apalron receipt of price. Stat* 

kind of leather, size and width, plain or cap too. 
Catalogue A Free. 

W. L. DOUGLAS SHOE CO.. Brockton, Matt. 
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POMMEL 
SLICKER 

Keeps both rider and saddle per
fectly dry in the hardest storms. 
Substitutes will disappoint. Ask for 
1897 Fish Brand Pommel Slicker— 
it is entirely new. If not for sale in 
your town, write for catalogue to 

A. J. TOWER. Boston. Ma; s. 

STOCK RAISERS 
Will And It greatly to their advantage, 
tf before purchasing a farm, they wilt 
look at the country alone the line of the 

Saint Paul & Duluth Railroad. 

DAIRY FARMER 
tVho desire the best Clover and Timothy 
land, in a district which can boast of • 
fine climate, good pure water, rich soil, 
fine meadows, and near to the market* 
of St. Paul,. Minneapolis, Duluth and 
Superior should apply immediately bjr--
leter or' in person to 

WM. P. TROWBRIDGE,. ^ 
Asst. Land Commissioner?-

St. Paul & Duluth R. R.-
Bo* U—903 Globe Bids-, 8t. Paul, Mlna.--

TO BE WELL DRESSED 
consult our 

HAND BOOK 
OF 

FASHIONS 
Containing 

Over 100 Photo-Engravures of 
the Latest Styles in 

LADIES AND CHILDREN'S 
GARMENTS 

for Fall and Winter Wear 

MAILED FREE 

BOSTON STORE 
State and Madison Sts. 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

BARTERS INK 
Is what all the great railways oa* 
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