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. Em.rson, Manitoba.

The Bank of Ottawa.

ESTABLISHED 1874,
HEAD OFFICE, OTTAWA, CANADA.

CAPITAL, (anthorized) $3,000,000. /
CAPITAL [PAID UP) $2,491,310.

EMERSON BRANCH

A general Banking business Transacted.
Interest allowed on deposits in Savings Department.
Drafts on all points bought and sold.

HERBERT P. PENNOCK, Manager,
Y VYV VYN YV VY PNV VY Y Y Y P Y Y Y P Y Y e Y

Rest, $2,380.197,
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 OFFICIAL on_'Y PAPER.

Entered at the postofiice at Pembins as second
<lass mall matter.

PloNnER EXPRESS 18 nm. onyy on the di-
n'gtn;rdor of ubn&lb?lr:.' and 1s continued until
ordo rr:pgzd::u:ﬂpdon is alike to all, $3.00

Subscribers paying in advance have

thmoof several premium papers in addi-

h "Smplo" or‘‘marked copies” are sent as oom-

desire them to
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circalation other paper.

sent on application.
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The Pioneer Express.

‘THE CAUSE OF THE FLOOD IN 1897.

A correspondent makes the inquiry as
to the cause of the flood of 1897; that s,
whether it was due to rain or deep snow.
Thinking that the matter of the compari-
son of this winter with that of 1898-97
might be of interest to others as well as
our correspondent, we have gone to our
files and herewith reproduce some of the
locals and correspondence which we
printed from week to week during the
latter part of that winter. From these
reproductions our correspondent : and
our readers may make such comparisons
as they please, but it weuld seem certain
that the present winter, whi e unpleasant
and cold, has not been nearly so inclem-
ent as that of the former year. = Asto'the
cause of the flood, it is also. certain_ that
it was also caused *by the deep snow.
The fall of the present uason .at this
writing totals 80 inches. !

Jan. 29th, 1897.—It is a cold day when
we don’t have a blizzard, and the day
that we don’t’ have ' blizzard isalso cold.
And the oldest inhabitant has his ears so
covered wnth«*wupa and / furs that he
bears no questions as - to. precedent at
least, he gives no answer, In the mean-

time [and itis a mean ﬁmc] the  inhabi-
tants are prophesying: 'a wjde-npread
river when the soow: melts. -

one side of the street cannot see over. th'

- banks what thelr neighbors are doing:
The
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Who'says we’re not having a pleasant
winter?

Feb. 12th.—Snow further south delay-
ed the trains. What will become of all
this snow, is a common topic.

Hamilton Cor.—38 below on ‘Tuesday
morning, with a strong north wind.

Feb. 19th.—Gardar Cor.—The snow
keeps piling up higher and higher.

Feb. 26th.—Last Saturday’s blizzard
was about as bad as any of them. No
train until the next afternoon. Three
teams came over from Neche with pas-
sengers for coutt. The drivers, Sandy
McFadden and Pat O’Hara, say it is the
worst they were ever in, and would not
have started only they did not realize the
force of the wind until out on the prairie,
Everybody has now lost count. They
only know that long ago this winter has
eclipsed all previous records in number
and force of bhzzards, and the query
comes; “‘What will the water be?"

Akra Cor.—With snow drifts 40 feet
high, 4 feet on the level and 800 wolves
to the square mile, no wonder people
are longing for spring,

March 6th,—The N. P. train crews are
ordered to take their lay-offs at Winni-
peg Junction until the blizzards and pos-
sible spring floods have gone by.

St. Thomas Cor.—Joseph Garnett, who
is a good deal better looking and only
resembles George Washington in one
way, informs us that the weight of snow
and iceon the Red River has caused
considerable damage to. its-bottom.

March 12th. — Friday, Saturday. and:
Sunday the trains were blockaded by
snow and we had no mails. There  has
been hardly a week since Thanksgmng
that the track has not been filled with
snow to such an extent that it has taken|
from two to five engines to get the trains
through.

The observer at the Grand Forks Uni~
versity says that four feet of snow has
fallen this season so far, and we may say
that it is all here yet, besides some that
came endways from Manitoba. ¢

Brother Deacon, of the St. Vincent
New Era, has, like old Noah, purchased
lumber with which to build himself float-
ing quarters as soon as the river opens,

Hensel Cor.—The blizzard of . Thurs-
day night, the 4th, was the very worst of
the season. Wm. Begsley, Terry Mc-
Carthy, Dr. Suter, W. N. Husband and
Percy Thompson are mentioned by this
correspondent as having been lost in this
storm, in some cases losing their teams
and not getting home from one to three:
days after the storm. :

March 19th.—The thermometer, which
went to 37 below on Monday, took its
first jump for warmer weather and on
Wednesday it began to thaw in good
earnest.

Liberty Cor.—The snow is so - deep
that it is a serious matter to get feed for
stock. Some have neither straw nor hay
and have to depend oa neighbors.

March 26th.—Notwuhstandmg a heavy
covering of snow, the ice on tbe nver is
about three feet thick.

Ina Ioug communication from Ilon.
Chas. Cavileer, he warns the people on
the probabiliti.u of a flood.

April 20d.—The weather of this - week
has been ol a character  to prevent the
thrcatened flood. It has. ‘been just warm
euough with some little rain, to'start the
qnow going.  Ifthe snow goes' this ‘way
it will not flood ‘thefriver. ' The plowed]|
fields are getting bare and but little ' wat-
er sumds on'them.  Westill nave plenty
of snow however. ‘We bave _hdd  four

nrnofrostih_
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Cherry Pectoral

THE PROGRESS OF THE WAR.

War has now been in progress for
about tiree weeks. So far, there has
been hardly anything but reverses for the
Russians. ‘At the beginning, the fleets
of the respective antagonists were about
eqnal in strength. To-day, if we should
believe all the telegraphic reports, Rus-
sia must haye lost from six to eight more
battleshups than she ever had at the be-
ginning. At least, Russia has so few
left, that she has lost all power on the
sea in the far east, and is trying’ hard to
get her Black Sea fleet out through the
Dardanelles to the scene of action. This
she will not be able to do under the
treaties in existence, except by a flagrant
breach, which other powers may resent.

Meantime the Japanese vessels are pa-
troling the sea around Korea and every
once in a while 2o in and hammer at
Port Arthur. The affairs on land are
apparently coming to a head i the near
future. Japan, haying cleared the sea of
the Rusgian battleships, is able without
hindrapce to rush her armies across to
Korea and has a large number of men
there now. Both armies 'wtll probably
meet at or near the Yalu river, which is
the boundary between Korea and Man-
churia. Itlooks asit the Japanese in-
tended going across Korea in both di-
rections, and cutting the railway from
Siberia and thus isolate the 'eastern ter-
minii, Kladivostock and Port Arthur,
and then beseige both these places by
land and sea, Meantime the Russian
general-in-chiet has removed his head-
quarters from Port Arthur back several
hundred miles to Harbin, which is the
junction point of the Siberian rallway in
Manchuria.

Present dispatches say that both the
Russians and Japs are giving out reports
that they will not try to do anything more
for the present, but will wait for warm
weather. This, we think, is just intend-
ed to deceive the other; doubtless the
cold ‘weather that 18- prevalent: there- a4
th:s time of year may make some  differ-
ence in the rapidity of the ‘movement of
troops, but that we will hear of battles in
a short time 1s almost certain;

“Much curiosity is expressed as to the
outcome of the land fighting. Not alto-
gether unexpectedly, the Japs have prov-
en themselves superior-to the Russians
on'the sea, but it is yet an open question
if they are as good on the land.

Anyway, as it:now stands,' Japan has
in her possession all the territory that she
is fighting for, though the Russians "oc-
cupy Manchuria, which the Japanese
have declared Russia must vacate,

Another war cloud is in the sky and
may break out st any time. Albania is
in a state of armed insurrection with Tur-
key, while Bulgaria 1s just watching the
moves of other nations betore beginning
hostilities with Turkey.

Some very delicate questions of neut-
rality are being brought to the attention
of the powers. A Russian ship in a
Chinese port refuses to come out to sea
and become the prize of a Japanese war-
ship that is waiting her appearance out-.
side the port. " International law only
gives twenty-four hours for belligerent

“| ships ¢o remain in neutral harbors, but

the Russian ship refuses to leave.. China
has no means of enforcing the Russian
to go to sea. and the Jap may - take this
asa reason for ifivading the port aud
capturing the Russian. Frejich men-of-
war in the harbor may refuse to. allow
this, English and possibly American
men-of-war may side with the Jap, and
thus international complications arise
that might not end until all of them were
fighting.

“As a mercan/ule measure of the probag
bilities, the price of wheat touchied $1.08!
in Chicago on T..esday and the prices of

provisions have been gomg upwards all :

the week.

We have made arrangements: with the
Pioneer Press of St: Paul by 'which we
can furnish that paper in d(her the daily,
weekly or. ‘Sunday editions ata very low
meinoonqecdonwith this  paper, '-nd

| besides give a dictipnary, a whole lot.. of |
fine pictures, and a Farm Paper in the ™ *at - ""mim about.
: mm Forimuneo,wecan gwe the o

Probably you know of cough medi-
cines that relicve little coughs, all
coughs, except deep ones! The medi-
cine that cures the worst of deep coughs is Ayers
In use 60 years.

'of most people is with the Japs,

‘| receipt when you remit.

J.C. Ayer Co.. f.ovoll. Mass.

POPULAR WAR SYMPATHY.

It is quite apparent that the sympathy
but so
far as the right and wrong of the matters
they are fighting about, there is little ‘to
choose between the Russians and Japs.

Probably our sympathy is mostly en-
gendered by the fact that the Japs are the
weaker, that in recent years they have
been progressing very rapidly, and that
our relations commercially and other-
wise have been increasing in like pro-
portion. On the other hand, Russia has
always been friendly with this country,
and often at times when her powerful
friendship meant much to us. In all our
recent wars, from the civil war times to
the present, she has been on our side,
when many, if not all, of the other Eur-
opean governments were against us, or
at best neutral. The Russian argues
that only recently this country has ab-
sorbed the Philippines and Porto Rico
without protest from them, but rather
with their moral support, therefore we
should not object to Russia absorbing
Manchuria peacefully, as she was doing
before the Japs put in the present forci-
ble protest.

Perhaps if this were the only instance
of Russia’s expansion, the United States
and the rest of the world might look at
the issue with less interest, but the facts
of-history show, that since the time of
Peter the Great, Russia has never ceased
aggressing on the countries on her bor-
ders. True, she has at all times tried to
acquire the coveted territory without
fighting, but has not hesitated to take by
force when not able to take them other-
wise. The assimilation of Manchuria
means nothing else than the final assimi-
lation of the whole or a large part of the
Chinese empire if Russia is allowed her
own way. ' On the other hand, what Ja-
pan ;mght do with the rest of China if al-
lowed a foothold in Korea, is a question
of much, mport to other nations and par-
ticifainto the Linited States.

One peculiarity of the situation is that
nobody seems ‘to have. any sympathy
with China. + China is in the case where
itis ““tails I lose and heads you win.” It
is not because China is to lose that other
nations are interested, but because one
of the others is to gain. If neither 1s
permitted by other nations to take the
Iruits of victory, as often happens in
these later days, and did happen to Ja-
pan in its war with China, it will not be
because anybody kas any special regard
for the rights of China, but merely to
curb the power of the others.

A PRIVATE TALK WITH SUBSCRIB-
ERS.

Sometimes our friends who remlt on
subscription or ask to have their papers
changed from one address to another, or
similar matters, concerning the subscrip-
tion list of this paper, get impatient be-
cause the thing don’t happen at once,
and write to us accordingly:

It is all right when yon have made a
remittance or other matter in this con-
nection to see that the same has been
credited or noted 1n our books. And it
is well to call our early attention to such
things if you have reason to think that
we have omitted or neglected it. Not
only that, but we want you to do it. It
is better for us that you should. We can
correct an error much easier at the time,
than a year or two later.

But—don’t get in too much ofa hurry
We don’t always have time to change
the type that prints the address slips ev-
ery week. And, also, as' to premium
papers: we don’t send in the names to
the other papers until we have a number
of names to send. Butin all cases the’
subscriber gets the premium paper for
the full year after it begins t6 come.
However, as we said at first, see that
the date is changed and that you get . a
We intend to
send a receipt for every remittance. We
want you to preserve the receipts; often
asubscriber is convinced by his.own re-
celpt that he'is mistaken as to dates—
aomedmeo we are. But the receipt
thakes everything satisfactory, and - that

m His Life. S

A rummy almost ending fatally, surt-
.ada horrible ulcer on-the leg of J. B. Or-
ner, Franklin Grove, Iil. ‘For'four years
 defied all doctors“ and . all medicines’
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| Penny Saved is 2 Pennies Earned,

If ou wont anything for the Kitchezn,
come to us.

Copper bottom Tea Kettles, 75¢
Retinned Dish Pans (1o qt) 25¢
Tin Dish Pans, (17 qt.) - 4oc
Nickeled heavy
Tea and Coffee
Pots (3 pts) 25¢
A most seasonable Dust Pan for r10c

Granite Basting Spoons for only 10c
Granite Pudding Pans for only 10c

Granite Pie Plates for only 10c

Granite Cups for only - 10c

10C

KIII & Booker. uﬂéﬁé?s'lu"u? 'ﬁﬂ‘é’ﬁﬂfm

Granite Dippers for only

Going fo Leave

It to your Judgment as to whether
or not this

Jewelry

Does not look better worth the
money than any you have seen. It
won’t be necessary for us to point
out where and why our goods are
superior, Any one with half an
eye can see for themselves.

Besides selling goods of better
quality, we sell them at the loweat
posslble prices,

WATCHES; CLOCKS; STLVER:
WARE, CUT GLASS,
NOVELTIES, /ETC.

M. H. Miller.
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A few bargains

in seasonable

Winter Goods
ca’n yet be had at
J B. Branchaud
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PEMBINA TONSORIAL PARLORS.
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