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A PROPOSED NEW FORM
OF . SENATORIAL BALLOT.

We have never favored the primary
law either in theory or practice. For a
long time at the begining of the agitation
for the primary law the Pioneer Express
was about its only outspoken and argu-
‘mentative’ opponent among bthe state
press. Now hardly oueso pooras to do
" it reverence,

But because the poor bunglo hu now
so few friends,and 1s now “the under dog”
—and, mostly because it is always easier
to find fault than to build up—we are
willing once to try our hand for its im-
provement, if that is possible.

Besides, we have always said, that if
practicable it would be a good idea for

the poople'to have an opportunity to:

express their choioce for U.S. senator,
becauss on ﬁu_otbqhdnmiﬁu
<hoice.

Hénce we suggest a new form of the
“Little Senatorial Ballot” so-called, tobe
used by all voter at the gemeral electien
when no 40 per cent choice has beem
mldentho.hupnnuiu. ‘lbwenin.
m‘nubultvlﬁtbo present aystems

straight republican at least asfar as
legislative matters go,and that he wants
his representatives to vote for M. N.
Johnsoan for U.S. senator. Nobody be-
sides himself knows who voted the ballot,
but he has clearly expressed himself a
Republican on the ballot so far as it
goes—and we don’t know any better
test—unless we can somehow get hold of
his whole ticket, which of course is im-
possible.

If the voter had “crossed his ticket”
and voted say for Mr. Welford the
Democratic candidate, leaving out Mr,
Watts, then his wishes as.a Republican
should be discounted just in proportion.

If the voter had voted say, for all the
Republican legislators and then asked
them ¥ vote fof Mr. Cashel or Mr. Doe
or other opposition party senatorial
candidate, then his wishes would count
for nothing because 1t could not be ex-
pected that a Republican lagislator
would wote for a Demoaratic senator
exceptander most extraordinary ciroum-
stances.

While we have taken the ﬂrst legisla-
tive dimtrict tud candidates for illustra-

tion the sam¢ remakrs vouldhg grue of

any other district or any puw if!

they were in the majority. huenko
assumed that the seleotions at the prima-
ries for sepator followed the predent

the. votorusnepnblicu or not, because
he might wote everything: oho Democra-

at the general election is, that eitherthe{ tic. This .is true, but. this: will' come
‘voter must tell with -hiehmhe&houtu-n as. possible -and still
“affiliates” which is really ageinst thejobserve ‘the secrecyof the baliet and
law and the secrecy of the baliet, erdlse] perhaps will be about as faira sest as

_voters of either party may interfere with
msmmmaw«u
toruuﬁnotﬂnodacm-rmhl.
It is a self-evident propositien thtt
onlynpnﬂmummhmhll-
can candidates and vice versa as $ode-
mocrats. : :
" Itisalso evident that mo man eught
to be compelled to tell im public for
whowm he intends to vota. -
It is aleo an ordinary peopesition that
the legislators elect are and eught e be
particularly respomaible 3¢ their ewn

constituents who have elected them, for

their votes for US. seastor and not #o
the whole state. This rule is established
by long custom onother issues. Faurther,
under our laws, the voter whea he casts
his vote for the local legislater is im
effect also casting a vote for IV.8.eenator,
because it will be the duty of that legis-

Iator if elected to vote for a semator.

Following this, therefore, the woter
should have the right to express his
wishes in this importaat matter te his
personal representative and the re-
presentative has an equal moral chliga-
tion to duly consider the wishes of his
constituents.

The form of “senatorial ballot” that
has occured to us isabout like the follow-
ing. (The legal form of course would
follow the usual names, squares, blank
spaces, etc. but we abbreviate to fit
newspaper columns. We also add the
names of two Democratic candidates for
senator as this may sometime happen.)

The principal feature is the taking
the names of the candidates for the
legislature from the blanket sheet and
placing them instead on the little sena-
torial ballot, thus:—

LEGISLATIVE AND SENATORIAL BALLOT.

For Senator, First District:—

Judson LaMoure X

~ A.D. McMurray
s~¥or Representatives F'irst District:

Geo. A. McCrea . X
W.J. Watts X
J.J. O’Conn?r

| Walter Welford - D

My choice for U.8. Benator is:—

: l! N. Johnson m
T. F. Marshall
J. L, Cashel

'} Joha Doe i

-ﬁh&nblhhlhlﬂanwh«

any other'possible. If thib voter is Re-
publican en legislative ‘matters be is
more than Skely. to be 80 most, if pet all,
wssttors, as there is mom regl: partisan-
whip involved in legislagive affaivs than
ia county candidates for instance.

But of comrse the discussion of that
‘matter brings us up against the primary
law a8 it invelwes the qnuﬁ«- #what is
a partisan,” and “what . is a party?™ and
dhase are questions answered oaly by
each man’s own conscience—and cannot
be.defined in law or by law.

Asother thing about this form of
ballat is that with the blank spape bajow
the wenatorial mames, the voters by
stiokers or writing might still express
their preference for some third party as
senatar at the gemeral election and not
be forced to take the choice from two
«candidetes neither.of whom were their
real choice, though they were the choice
of the majority «f the party in the
state. ((such state chosen candidates
hewever to have the advantage of names
printed.on the ballsd.) The voter also
might wyite on his ballot something to
the effect that he wss willing to leave
the matter.af how the legislator should
vote, to the judgement of the legislator
himself when the time came for casting

his vete in tke legislature. And with
this privilege there ht be a good
many ¥otes 80 expr . Anyway, we
submit the ssggestion. It may be a
bungle, and if so, it will be no worse
than the law which has enggested it.

The faet that hereafter there will be
five judges on tke supreme bench, in-
stead of three, will make a @omplication
that will be somewhat diffiemlt for that
august body to decide. Heretofore, une
der the operation of the law, each judge
was 1n turn chief justice during the last
two years of his six year term, one judge
going out of office every two years. Now,
Gov. Burke will appoint two new judges
to serve until the next general election.
At that time, successors to these
appointees will be voted for as well as
for a third member, whose time expires
by limitation. Thus, these three judges
will have a co-ordinate six year term, all
going out of office together, The quest-
ion therefore arises, who will be eligible
of these three to the chief justiceship?
In other words, how can cach of five
jndges be chief justice for two years
when they all have six year terms?

The commissioners proceedings of last
week were confined almost entirely to
allowing bills, and most of these were
election bills. Judges, clerks, and poll-
ing places were allowed $4. each, and
inspectors the same with some additional
allowance for putting booths and sample
ballots. Those who brought in the re-
turns, were allowed per diem and mile-

57
{ Prom & perusal of the mm .{mmulhgb time taken and die-

«

Ofﬂclal Electlon Returns for 1908.

Names of
Candidates.

Republican Electors—
luf H
Herman Scheer
Ed. Nichols
Anton Ilanson
Democratic Electoes—
Joseph M. Kelly
John B. Fried
Edward E. Cole
F. L. Mackey
Bocialist Electore— N
Robert Grant
. 8. Lampman
N H. Bjornstad
J. E. Kulstad
Prohibition Electors—
A. G. Covell
M. H. Kuff
N. A. Colby?
John Seversan
Independence Blectors—
Charles U. Pierson
B. A. Leddy
M. J. Myer
B. F. Lathrope
Representatives in
Congrees—
Asle J. Gronna
L. B. Hanna
Tobias D. Casey
0. G. Mgjor
‘Governor—
C. A. Jahnson
John Barke
Lieutenant.Governor -
R. 8. Lewis
H. D. Mack
Judge Supreme Court—
Burleigh ‘F. Spalding
Secretary of State—
Alt madell
Josesh Mann
State Auditor—
D. K. Brightbill
B.F. B hoff
State Treasurer—
G. L. Bidkford
James E. (kmpboll

&uﬁﬂl‘. Smknll
WA

Amopud-

W. C.iGilbreath
Jdnmdhnq
of RR—

George Roadhouse
County Auditor—
Wm. W. Felson
County Treasurer—
Frank B. Aunderson
Joseph

Register of Deeds—
ohn F. Gill
J. D. Winlaw
States Attorney—
Magnus Brynjolfsen
County Judge—
H. G. Vick
T. R. Shaw
Superintendent of
Schools—
Isabella A. Burley
Anne C. Conmy
Public Administrator—
Elis Thorwaldson
Coun}t‘y Coroner—

. Burrows
County Commissioner
2nd District—

John K. Olafson
County Commissioner
4th District—

John C. Johnson
Joseplr Morin

County Constables—
Oddur Dahlman
Thomas G. McConnell
Andrew Slagerman
J. H. Schraeder

County Justices of the
Peace—

Bjarni Dalsted

R. H. Huffman

C. Murphy

James Tisdale

U. 8. Senator.

Am’d'ts. to Constitution
Sec. 89—Addition Sup.
Judge. Yes

No
Sec. 168—8State L‘l'nds
Sec. 162—State Sohool
Funds, N
o
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