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POST OFFICE DEPART-
MENT VS. NEWSPAPERS.

Under the assumed réasom that the
newspapers are burdeniag the U. 8.
mails by sending out practically £ree co-
pies of their publications, the post of-
fioe department has been for several
years trying to make newspapersdo bus-
iness according to the views of the heads
of the departments connected with the
carrying of the mails,

A little while ago there came to this
office a form of affidavit in which the
names of the owners, the publishers, and
the editors of this paper were to be
sworn to and sent to the post office de-
partment, and in the case of the daily
papers this information was required to
be published.

Now we have on file another form of
affidavit in which it is required that we
give all details concerning our circula-
tion. - How many paid up subscriptions,
how many delinquent subscribers, and
how many dead heads, etc.

Nuw, this paper has nothing to hide
about 1ts business but just the same it
believes that the details of its business
are private property. There are some
things which are generally. supposed to
be private and personal to the individu-
al. For instance in the average home
there is nothing that needs particular
concealment but for all that the house-
holder would strongly object to having
his honse searched just to see if he or
she were running the same according to
the ideas of other people. We contend
that a newspaper subscription list is the
private property of the owners, that the
government or anybody else has no bus- | pa,

iness with it except as tho owner chooses.
There are times when even the sancti-

ty of the home is invaded, but this was
deemed of sufficient importance that the
constitution of the United States made
special regulations in regard to it. In

Amendment 1V it recites:
“The right of the people to be secure

in their persons, papers, houses and
effects against unreasonable searches
and seisures shall not be violated, and
no warranis shall issue but -upon pro-
bable uuo, lnpported by oath and

afirmation.
But the M department under

the implied threat of denying us the use
dthmlhmutohyhnhm.
and to the publio, matters which may,
or may mot be, of large businses or per-
sonal and pruivate value, They are in
offect making 'W'M'wo-
hhbcu..

v

That there are publications which take
advantage of the cheap rates of the mails
to send out large quantities of papers
to non-subscribers simply as advertising
vehicles, is very true, but if these are the
people that Uacle Sam is after is it
hecessary that every legitimate paper in
the country mnst prove its legitimacy?
Because there are sowedisorderly houses
should it be necessary that every howse
bolder should prove that his establish-
ment is properly kept? Is everyome
guilty unless he proves his innocence?

In this again, the department is aleo

the courts have been stumbling for all
the years since the litigation against

augurated. That the government has a

public the affsirs of a corporetion is
irue, for the reason that the corporation |
is given its existence by the governmeat.
J‘:d that there is an implied contract be-

§ | tween the corporation aad the people.

very corporation charter 18 given in re-
turn for certain benefits to the people.
The corporation is given particular
|privileges in consideration of general
ibenefit. Hence the party of the second
part has a right to see if his part of the
bargain is being ocerried out.

‘The individual however, is born with
certain inalienable rights, among which
are the pursuit of life, hiberty and happi-
ness. The governient does not give
the individual any rights, he is born and
is heir to them.

There is therefore -a large difference
between a private ; zbusiness and a cor-
poration business” bni the post-office

people don't seem po make any dis-
tinction.

The assumption of 'the post-office de-
partment seems to be, that everyone re-
ceiving a paper for two years without
paying for it is no longer a subecriber.

That, im effect, brands every such sub-
scriber as a rogue and a dead beat. It
assumes that.the publisher doeen’t know
his businees and is giving credit to people
who do not intend to pay.

That there are persons who take a
paper and deliberately refuse to pay for
the same in certainly true, but after
some twenty-five years of dealing with
delinquent subsoribers, we can say and
prove from our books that at least nine
men out of ten will pay if they are able
sndgiventime. We havemany instances
where subscribers have been delinquent
many years during times of grop short-
age and bad luck and when “later pros-
perity came to them have settled up in
full and now pay invariably in advance.
Others have never gotten out of bad
streaks and have never paid In most
of the latter cases because we know they
wouid have paid if able, they are wel-
come to what they{got from us,

In our own expernience we find that
at least three out of four pay sometime
though they may be many years delin-
quent. ' :

The country publisher
knows almost all his subscribers, and in
a general way knows their financial con-
dition and like a merchant selling his
goods uses judgement in ‘selling newe-
paper. Like the merchant he is some-
times disappointed, but usually gets his

pay if the crops turn out all right.

Personally, the publishers of this
paper protest against the assumption of
the department, that we are sending out
any large numbeérs of ocopies of the
Pioneer Express without pay, or that
our subscribers who happen to be more
than two years behind are therefors nen-
subscribers—and if non-subsoribers then
they are getting the paper without the
intention of payiag for ib—lud are these-
fore dead beots.

Estray \
Four calves.. 1 red and white bull calf
1 red and white heifer calf, 3 heifers
some red mostly whtte, came to wy
plsce in November. Owner call, prove
‘M ‘pay expeasss and take same

failing to distinguish between the rights'
of corporation and privately owned news-
papers. This is the obstacle over which!

| Cavalier Chroicle, publication

monopolies and trusts have been in-|

R H Fadden. publicati
perfect right to inquire anto and make S onsiom " owtion fee 00

personally-

14 STANDING ON HIS uum}

“From a fnancial view poiat the
county is shead every day the officers
are kept from using the new structures.
That the officers themselves are ineon.

venienced to some exteat is probably
true, but they are not kicking very Ward
and the public receives as good service
as though quartered in a mansion.”—
independent. ‘

The Pembina county seat committee
havo pecuniary reasons ' for knoplu
something about BEditor Wood’s acroba-

tic agility in turning a sharp corner, but
the above backward somersault shows a
genius that should entitle the perform-
er to a high salary in any modern circus.
Every reader of the Independent can re-
member that two years ago he ussd col-
umns to show how the county was Ibe-
ing money by trying to do business'in
the *old shacks at Pembina” and-how
he howled about the danger to the re-
cerds from fire, etc. But, if it is trhe
that the county is saving money by -the
delay, and that good service is being gi-
ven, and that the officers are not kiek-
ing, then why finish the new building at
all? Or, why should the county seat
have been moved?

) 0000000000 O ¢

Commissionerss

Proceedings..
00000000000000000000000000

fee and supplies for county

Moo . e rehiesessenstons 86 31

officers ........oiiivineann.n 64 25
J A Minder, publication fee co.
officers ........ SOBO00 ZHI00S

654 43
Cavaler City, reat clty Inll for -
ocourt purposes 9 days $00.

D J Laxdal, expenses to Grand

Forks in Dec. 1911 arranging
for special service transporting
©0. records,efc.....cuienunns
Drs Walker & 'Galbraith, medi-

cal attendance eouuty pooe-

Blanchard........... sesesse 2 Q
Albert Boyer, repairing bonn

for co. poor-Blanchard...... 150

E R Pratt, goods furnished co.
poor-Blanchard $40., Sigurd-
son §50., supplies for court
house $13.04................

102 04
M M Campbell, fuel for - co. '

poor-Mrs Pethick........... 10 00
8 Littlejohn, goods furnished

co. poor-Pethick............ 10 00
M Patterson, fuel furnished
co. poor-Botash @13, Post i

00,00 e e e s sle suale s sent 19 50

Walhalla Farmers Co. Op.'Mer
Co., goods for co. poor-Cnmp-

R 18 00.
J Bonemln.goodl fumishod co.

poor-Botash etal .......,... 437
Mrs B J Johnson, board oco.
poor-Colgan and Skaro...... - 2000

I A Burley, mileage as supt of
schools July 10th to Oct. 30.
Joseph Morrison, services as

116 68

commissioner and mileage... 24 80
A B Purdy, same..... 34 20
N Matheson, same............ 3310
John K Olafson, same......... N
Joseph Morin,same........... -4
C F Reibling, justice fees case '

State v8 Grumbo.......... A
J H Burton, constable fees case =

State vs Grumbo ..... ..... ‘20D
W H Otten, consideration in

deed for additional site...... 1700 00
W U Wright, olechon expense ‘

in Bathgate city....cceeeu.. ‘360

George Roadhouse, refund for A
amount due on erroneous tax

BB1B s s s e el slee G 89 43
Chas F Saylor & Co., goods for

co. poor-Goulette et al..... . B100
Farmers Elevator Co., fuel for -

co. poor Jacobson et al...... 22 66

E Thorwaldson, goods fim_‘\llh-
ed co. poor-Araspn etal...,,

{
, 142 00
B Thorwaldson, goods furnish- :

ed co. poor-Benedictson..... 9 0
J J Meyers, board and co. poor-
Benediotson ................ 3800

Plbuobott,eo;ltor ©0. . poor-
Blanchard.....coveesess
Siguriog Stevenson, board sad
00. poor-Hoskuldson........
Catherine Rafferty, Innd Ia g
Noveleck ...ccoaeosncasasins
DovldPnk.boudud care J .
Hewitt 3 mo.. A
Andrew Potouon houd ud
care co. poor-Burke lmo....
Mrs B J Johneon, board oo, -
poor-Colgan $10. Skare $10. .
Asna Thorsteinson, board and

care co. poor-Jobuson....... 1080
H HaRBdoradoktie, mnm--’ 3
Olatrdottir ...ocovnirnvnire 00

fire hall and eity hll rent for

three elections §18.......... 108 004 .
H Leighton, postage dno and

postoffice box ;reat.......... 22

c3 Iclt(omoq wmedical at-
tendance co. peer-LaTraille. )
C W Andrews, wood furnished e |
ov. poor-Camphbell .......... D5
Walballa Farreers Co-Op: Mu. be
Co., goods furnished co. e

ished oo, poor-King & Clove:
Fargo Bridge & Iron Co., (¥
warrants $250 each).........

Annie Gill, clerk in auditor's

OO N e nalswine 20 00
Q W Philips, ullry as jailor

for Oct. and Nov.....c0.u... 110 00
Wm J Norton, salury as clerk

in reg. of deeds office..... . 30 00
Ed Kibler, salary as deputy

clerk ol court............... 20 00
Joseph Morin, postage for year

1911 and 1012... ........... 5 00
Wm McMurchie, cash for post- °

age . 22 00
IA Burloy, mnleage -nd cuh

for postage ..............u.. 6 00
Pauline Thorwaldson, mileage

visiting schools ............ 2 80
I J Foster, cash for postage

£32.08, car fare for pauper

) BOCOABD Ao a0 Leao0a 36 61
Wm W Felson, cash for tele- :

phone tolls......... ....... 115
Cavalier Telepbone Co., tele-

phone remr........ce00.u0.n 13 00
McCabe Btos,, coal for court

hOUSO cueoviveeersacacaancns 39 00

W H Otten, rent temporary
court house 8 mo...........
Chas Staples, hauling coal and

200 00

furniture................... 3 00
Thos Seymoure Jr , gooda and
repairs for court honse ...... 25 65
Robt Lbr Co., material for
sourt house................ 23
James Lang, lighting court
DOUBS . (i viiaeisnneicvsiess 11 88
Chas N Bjorge, services as supt
of construction....... SO 28 00
John G Olson. hrll rent primary
election .........o00vevunnnn 300
EE C Arnott, sheriff Walsh eo.
boarding Pembina ocounty
Prisoners.......cc.cceceieenns 44 20
Times-Herald Pub. Co,, tax
sale certificates............. 16 00
#Obas H Lee, supplies for co.
officers........ 68 00
< 10 m!?nnkA Willson, supplles for
sheriff.. 500 750
iBH Fndden. pnblncatlon foo.. 67 80
écuhor Chronicle, publication
................. 88 06
{H: P Wood. aP\lblilhlng delin-
L ‘quent taxlist............... 23120
C F Reibling, hutieo toes
.| cases Fifalski & Myniak..... 410
* | Earl Blater, constable fee,same 200
Silas Huntington, witness, same 200
Jonas Hall, justice fees Berg-
INAN OABO....concveveronanns 3 40
Oddor Dahlman, constable fee
SAMS,... ..... sesssnelonsels 910
Joseph Morrison, services as
commissioner and mileage. . 27 50
R H Huffman justice fee Rich- I
Ardson case.......cecvuvans 465
T J Veum, constabls fee, same 13 25
Joseph Morin, services as com-
missioner and mileage....... 27 60
N Matheson, same............ 38 70
A B Purdy, same............. 34 60
Sameon Bjarnason, board co.
poor-Hoskuldson 2 mo...... 20 00
John K Olafson, services as
commissioner and mileage
$24.20, postage 4 years $6.81. 31 01
J R Moorehead, coffin, etc. and
burial of co. poor-Botash.... 26 50

The Best Books on Farming.

Any community in North Dakota can
have a library of the best agricultural
books. The State Library Commission
at Bismark sends the librariesout. The
only cost to the one receiving them is the
freight. Each library contains 12 to 15

books. Write the State Library Com-
mission at Bismark for a description of
the libraries. These books will make
interesting and profitable reading for
the winter evenings.

Folls a Foul Plot.

When a shameful plot exists between
liver and bowels to cause distress by re-
fusing to act, take Dr. King’s New Life
Pills, and end such abuse of your system.
They gently compel right action of
stomach, hiver and bowels, and restore

" | your health and all good feeling. 25c at

the City Pharmaocy.

Drives off a Terror.
The chiet executioner of death in the

| winter and spring months is pneumonia.

Its advance agents are colds and grip.
In any attack by one these maladies no
fime should be lost in taking the best
medicine obtainable to drive it off.
Countless thousands have found this to
be Dr. King’s New Discovery. “Myhus-
band believes it has kept him from hav-

* |ing. pneumonia three or four times,’

writes Mra George W. Place, Rawson-
ville, Vt., “and for coughs, colds and
ecroup we have never found its equal’
Guaranteed for sll bronchial affections
Price 50 ots. and §1.00. Tﬂllboubtm

umowmmq
OVERY

away.
: ' WI.J. MOULDS,
Pembias, N. D,
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HENEMAN SAYS:

~ THANKING OUR MANY FRIENDS
FOR LIBERAL PATRONAGE DURING
THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND
TWELVE, WE TAKE THIS METHOD OF
WISHING THEM ALL HAPPINESS AND
PROSPERITY FOR THE NEW YEAR OF
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN;
AND HOPE THAT WE MAY HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO ASSIST YOU IN
MAKING THE NEW YEAR PLEASANT
AND PROFITABLE.

JOHN HENEMAN.

Round-trip
Home Visitors
Excursion

Far East

December Ist to 31st inc.

From poipts in Minnesota and North Dakota, to points in Wis-
consin, lowa, Jllinois, Indiana, Nebraska, Missouri, Michigan,
New York. Qbio, Pennsylvania. NOW is the time to visit the
old home. Go and stay for the holidays. Tickets bear final..
returnRmit 90 days from date of sale. Stop over allowed.

¥
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s | & 2

To 12~ R
Qoo

Fromg&PEMBINA (© (O < It 1> QR
10 [v=i IO (D D

ICQCQOOQIC'O

Corresponding fares to many other points in states above
named. Several splendid teains daily to St. Paul, Minneapoils;
two through to Chicago, one via Milwalkee. Thro ugh btsnd-
ard and Tourist Sleeping Cars and Coaches. Dlm Car ser-
vice that is famous on this “Route the Great Big Bakeg Potato.”

Call on C. W. SHUMAKER, Agent

Northern Pacific Railway

A- M. CLELAND, General Passenger Agent, St. Paal.

Moving Pictures

Best Progam yet,
cal Song Pictures.

Latest Machine,
of Light.

(ITY HALL, PEMBINA.
THURSDAY, JAN. 20d.

Topi-

Be st




