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AUSTRO-GERMANS PREPARE NEW
OFFENSIVE AGAINST SUEZ
CANAL, FLOODING LAND

ALONG WATERWAY.

SERBIA’S ARSENAL TOWN
CAPTURED BY TEUTONS

Kraguyevatz Falls Before Army of
Central Powers, While Nish, Ser-
blan War Capital is Menaced
by Bulgarians — Rouman-
lans Desire Intervention.

London, Nov. 3.—A Bucharest dis-
patch to the Times says it is reported
in official naval quarters that the Rus-
slans have forced a landing at Varna
en the Black Sca coast of Bulgaria.

Rome via Paris, Nov. 3.—The Aus-
tro-Germans are preparing a new of-
fensive against the Suez canal, accord-
ing to an Athens dispatch to the Tri-
buna, which adds that the British
have made great preparations to meet
such an eventuality.

They have flooded the land along
the canal, leaving the fortifications just
standing out of the water, the defend-
ers being supplied with provisions by
gunboats.

London, Nov. 3.—The Germans
have occupied Kraguyevatz, the ar
senal town of Serbia, while tifeir Bul-
garian allies are pushing their way
through the mountains to Nish, Ser-
bia’s war caplul.

From all sides the Germnns, Austri-
ans and Bulgarians are slowly closing
ir on the Serbian armies, the position
of which grows graver day by day.
They are ﬂghtlng fiercely, however, to
save their 'country and have inflicted
such losses on Field Marshal von
Mackensen’s ‘force that he has been
compelled to send for reinforcements
and leave the more serious work of
invading the::.eastern and southerm
part of the country to the Bulgarians,
who have hdad more experience in
mountain warfare such as the Serbi-
ans are waging.

Bulgars Move Westward. .

From the junction of the Danube
and Timok rivers, in the mortheast, to
Uskup in the south, the Bulgarians
are moving westward, driving the
Serbians out of the towns and into
the mountanis, but from Uskup south-
ward they have been checked, s the
Serbians in that territory have been
reinforced by the Fremch and British
with modern guns and with gunners
who gained valuable experience in
France and Gallipoli.

Beyond the forces landed at Saloni-
ki, which German estimates place at
70,000 men, there is no mews of fur-
ther assistance belng sent by the Al
lies to Serbia.

g Roumanians ‘Are Restless.

There is, however, evidence in dis-
patches from Bucharest that the peo-
ple. of Roumania at least desire inter-
vention and that pressure is being
brought on the king amd cabinet to
induce them to join the Allies and per-
| mit a Russian force to pass through

Roumanian territory to attack Bul-
] garia from the east. Greece continues
i ber friendly neutrality.

Violent artillery encounters and in-
fantry skirmishing between: the
French and Bulgarians in Serbia were
reported in the war office’s statement.
From Krivolak to Veles there has
i been violent cannonading and a huge
| struggle impends.

The retaking of Veles, Sofla, by Bul-
garian troops has been officialiy com
firmed, according to a Havas dispatch
from Athens.

[FOUR ASSAULTS ARE MADE
| BEFORE POSHFION-1S-TAKEN:

London, Nov. 2.—After -an lrtillery
on lasting for the greater part of.
o days and whlcﬁ’d)re a gap in the
French trenches nearly a: mile wide,
ve on wave of Germqn gray-clad
ntry' surged forward - and only
bame to rest after the posifions known
“La Courtine” were occupied.
i Attack on 5-Mile Front.
The gains included Tahure hill, lost
0 the French weeks ago. From this
osition the French batteries menaced
@ Challerange-Bazancourt railway,
® main supply line for all the Ger-
2. troops In “the Solssons salient.
3 Germans attacked on a five-mile
', .. with strong reinforcements ot
@terans from the Russian front fight
in the first line.
4The Germans made four successive
ults on the French defenses be
ire the position was carried. Despite
‘nute mIHery preparations anc
‘aavily mﬁued attacks, the Germans
‘are thrown back in each of these as-
u. s,

boking Soizure Arouses Washington
Washington, Nov. 2.—Officials here
nnally indicated their displeasur
fthe action of Great Britain in seiz
£ the American ship Hocking !
of the alleged invalidity in its
psfer of registry. It is comsiderec
aly that a protest will bé trafs mit
t to the British forelgw office” -mh
8 few days. The state department

§ and not by omuhlp An
mﬂou positions taken by Gnu

suitcases found in his rooms® At
Fay has made a partial confession.

This is a photograph of Robert F
in New York for conspiracy to destr

ay, former officer: ln the: Gérman ‘afmy, who with others is under arrest
oy munition-carrying ships, and tha explosives and spy paraphernalia in the

the bottom of the picturo is a hnu mbe bomb that was in his possession.

BURNED 10 DEATH
IN SCHOOL HOLSE

TWENTY-ONE ' LITTLE CHILDREN
PERISH IN FIRE AT PEA.
BODY, MASS.

HUNDREDS CAUGHT IN TRAP

Fire Drill Started But Burst of Flames
and Hot Smoke .Cause Cries of
Pain, Then Panic—Origin of
Fire Stijl Is in Doubt.

Peabody, Mass.,, Oct. 30.—Twenty-
one children, most of them girls, rang-
ing in age from 7 to 17 years, lost
their lives in a fire which destroyed
St. John’s Parochial school.

Trapped on the upper floors of the
three-atory brick building, or caught
behind a door which opened inward
and was jammed by the weight of hu-
manity, the little ones were burned
or crushed to death.

Twenty children, who were finally
rescued from the school building,
which was a mass of fames, were seri-
ously injured.

Of the 19 bodies at an undertaking
shop, 10 have been identified.
There were 672 children from seven
to 13 years of age in the building
when the fire broke out.

On Way to Classes.
They were just preparing to go to
their-morning classes when one of the
sisters smelled smoke. She investi-
gated and found the lower hall ablaze.
The flames were spreading rapid-
ly. The fire alarm was sounded. The
children were told to leave the build-
ing bty the side doors. In the class
rooms perfect order was observed.
Then the tots stepped into the hall.
Thick, hot smoke poured toward them.
The flames crackled nearby. First
came cries to the sisters, then terror
and panic.
Boye and girls, seeing their teach-
ers helplees, broke ranks.
When the ruins had cooled sufficient-
ly to permit it, Building Inspector A.
H. McDonald and W. 8. Murrel, of the
state police, made their way for a few
feet into the basement, and later re-
ported that the steam boiler which was
reported to have exploded, was intact.

SHIP FLYING U. S. FLAG SEIZED

Dutch Steamer Hamborn Also Brought
to Halifax—No Reason Given
for Seizure.

Halifax, N. 8., Nov. 2—The Dutch

| steamer Hamborn, from New York

and the steamer Hocking, from New
York for Norfolk, have been brought
into port here by prize crews from a
British warship. The Hocking was
formerly the Danish steamer Gron-
land, but was recently changed to
American registry and was flying the
American flag when overhauled by the
warships.

The sheriff of the admiralty court
has taken charge of both steamers
and has placed armed men aboard, but
nothing has been made public as to
why the vessels were seized.

Chicago Starts Crime Crusade.
Chicago, Nov. 2.—A crime crusade
ordered by the chief of police in the
hope of obviating a wave of law-break-
ing that usually comes with the first
cold wave, caused the arrest of 493
men and women.

Bulgars Control Southern Macedonia.

Sofla, Oct. 30.—The occupation of
southern Macedonia is an accomplish-
ed fact, according to advices received
from South of the Vranya-Kathania
line the Bulgarians, reports say, either
hl.ve established. their a.uthority of
the. Macedonians who ' have riser
pnlnst the Serblans, have installed
their own local governments subject
'to- the approval of the authorities,
“Aong the Macedonlan communities,
which are reported to have taken this
action, are Monastir, Berlepe, Och-
rida, Krouchevo and Strouga.
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BUSINESS BETTEH TIWI EVER

CONDITIONS IMPROVE . DURING
SEPTEMBER, BOARD SAYAM..

Commercial  Activities Throughout
Country Rogard_od by Officials as
. Most Favorable in Months.

‘W Nov. 8,—Business con-
ditions throughout most of the coun-
w7y improved considerably during Sep-
tember, according to reports from Fed-
eral reserve agents made public--by
the Federal Reserve board., As a
whole, the picture of condltlons is re-
garded by officials as the most favm
able received by the board lu mlny
months. °

For the Boston distrlct it has been
sald there has been considerable im-
provement in commercial activities
and that reports coming into that city
from the different lines of trade are
not only cheerul, but decidedly opti-
mistic for the future.

Affairs Gain in Strength.

Industrial activity in the New York
district, the report shows, increased
during the month and wholesale and
retail trade expanded with better col-
lections. Reports almost uniformly
good have been received from many
sections of the district.

Philadelphia says that improved
business conditioms are reported from
nearly all parts of the district. A

Chicago says that the large centers
in Michigan, Wisconsin, Jllinois and
JIowa report affairs seemingly are

gradually gaining in strength from day
to day.

“Trade Is on Increase.

Trade is giving some evidence of
being on the increase, according to
the report, and a noticeable spirit of
returning and increasing activity ap-
pears to be abroad.

Retail business in the Minneapolis
district is said to be “fair to good”
with an excellent outlook. Manufac-
turing lines show little change. Bad
weuather has had an adverse effect on
the marketing of grain and reduced
arrivals at Minneapolis and Duluth,

TORPEDO STRUCK HESPERIAN

Secretary of State Lansing Says De-
cision of Navy Department Will Be
Communicated to Berlin

Washington, Nov. 1 —Secretnry of
State Robert Lansing has announced
that the navy department had indicat-
ed that the fragment of the engine of
war which sank the Allen liner Hes-
perian was a part of a torpedo.

The, German government hag per-

sistently denled that the Hesperian |,

was torpedoed.

In the opinion‘of United States: naval
experts the fragment could not, have
been a part of'a marine mine.

The secretary said the result of the
navy department’s investigation imme-
diately would be communicated either
to the German government directly or
to Ambassador von Bernstorf!.

Roumania's Army Not Mobilized.

Madrid, Nov. 2.—Foreign Minister
Purumbaro of Roumania is quoted by
a Spanish newspaper correspondent at
Bucharest as having asserted that Rou-
mania does not want to intervene in
the war unless her interests are threat-
ened by belligerents. “The Roumanian
army has not' been mobilized in the
strict sense of the word,” he is report-
ed to have declared, “but we have tak-
en measures to assure our security
and today those measures are being
more rlsorously enforced than ever.”

For Third Battle at Auga Prieta

Douglas, ~ Ariz,, Oct. 30.—Prepara-
tions were completed for the third
battle st Agua Prieta, Sonora, since
Madero opened the war in Mexico five
years: ago. . Five thousand American
troops, with 16 34nch guns, are mbbi-{i
lized here to see that the Megicans
shoot only on their own side of the

boundary, Carranza troops lie bohu;d he

an: elaborate system of earthworks
Villa army. Fighting may begin at

once ot way be delayed.

awaiting the spproach of the lnudluxi 1

FRANCE ENEGUTES
NOMEN 5 SPES

REFUSES TO BE DRAWN INTO
DISCUSSION FROM STAND-
POINT OF CAVELL AFFAIR.

HAD VALUABLE INFORMATION

Both Victims, According’ to French
Records, Confessed to Having Re-
ceived Money from Germany
as Compensation for Reports

Paris, Nov. 2.—france makes no se-
cret of the fact that she has executed
two women spies, but refuses to be
drawn into a discussion of the inci-
dents from the standpoint of compari-
son with the Edith Cavell affair.

French records show that the wom-
en, Ottille Voss and Marguerite
Bchmidt, were sples and paid the pen-
alty with their lives. .

Ottille Voss was arrested by French
secret service agents at Bourges, Feb.
27. She was unmarried and 33 years
old. For seven years before the war
she ‘lived' at Agen in the Bordeaux
region, giving German lessons.

Returned to Germany.

When hostilities. broke .out she re-
turned to her former home in Ger-
many. Being out of work she became
& spy and was 'sent to France.

Her orders were to visit Nice, Mont-
pelier, Marseilles and Lyons, to note
the importance of new troop forma-
tions, the frequency of railroad trans-
ports, their direction, the army sani-
tary condition, the number of wound-
ed and arrivals of troops at the ports,
especially black soldiers. She was to
report also on the population’s general
state of mind.

Later she again came to France on
a similar mission with $100 expense
money. Her arrest at Bourges fol-
lowed and her full confession was
made two days after. The council of
war of the Eighth region condemned
her unanimously for espionage.

... Confesses After Examination.

Marguerite Schmidt was !born at
Thiaucourt, France. She was 25 years
old. She was arrested Feb. 17 at the
Naney railroad station, as a suspect,
and .after a long examination con-
fessed that the Germans hadi paid her
to ‘obtain information concerning the
presence of British troops, reported to
be in the Naney-region. ;

To all questions she replied simply:
“I am 'sorry.”

;800 was condemned lhrch 20 for
upiome.

STAATS ZEITUNG OWNER DIES

Herman mddor, Treasurer Qf Demo-
cratic National Committee, Passes
at Home In New York.

New York, Nov. 2.—Herman Ridder,
treasurer of the Democratic national
.committee and publisher of the New
Yorker Staats ‘Zeitung, died suddenly
at his home in this. city.

Herman Ridder was one of the most
conspicuous figures in the newspaper
publishing business and imr politics.

Mr. Ridder ‘was owner and editor of
the New Yorker Staats Zeitung, one
of the foremost German newspapers
in the United States, and through this
he was particularly conspicuous re-
cently in his recent defense of the
Germarn position in the European war.

Second Fire In Munitions Plant.

‘Aurora, Ill., Nov. 1,—The W, F. Job-
bins ‘chemical works, one of ‘the larg-
est plants in the United States which
manufacture glycerine for use in high
explosives, was damaged by a disas-
trous ﬂro for the second time in a year.
‘TR Bt fire the glycerine refining
H -rebuilt, was completely de-
stroyed, with a loss of $700,000. This

LAS, ARIZ, A8 VILLA lgamu
ATTACK ON. Am)A PRIETA,
ACROSS BORDER.

BOTH MEXICAN FACTIONS
WARNED' BY COMMANDER

Leaders of Opposing Armies Cau-
tioned to Change Direction of Fire
' —Carranza Garrison Swesps
Enemy From All Sides With
Machine Guns.

tation between the White House and
the war department It was ''decided
that the orders. given. to American
troops on the border. last May—to. re-
turn any fire, from Mexican tqrrltory
that endangered Hives on the' American
side of the line—would bé sffective In
the_present situation:at Douglas. ..

Should bullets eonunuounly fall into
Arizona and Jeopardize the safety of
American residents, American' troops
‘without, further reference to, Washing-
ton.are to shell that faction which is
responsible for the firing Inh Ameri-
can territory.

Do Ariz., ‘Nov, —What ap-

to be a general attack on Agua
Prieta, bem at 6:30 o'clock when
the Villa forces began heavy firing
from all sides and advanced on the
town. ;

The firing ceased when the Villa
troops had reached ‘the wire entangle-
ments on the east side of Agua Prieta
and began to dig themselves in.

Meanwhile the Carranza garrison
was sweeping the Villa forces from all
sldes of the town with rifle and mm-
chine gun volleys, guided by search-
lights.

Within two hours atter the first
gun was fired, machine gun bullets and
shell fragments showered over Amer-
ican territory, geriously wounding
Louis F. Taylor, a restaurant waiter,
and endangering scores of American
soldiers in trenches south of the Unit-
ed States army camp, two miles east
of Douglas.

Bullets Speed Through Crowd.

Taylor was shot down in front of

the United States customs house,
where more than 70 machine gun bul-
lets sped among a throng of soldiers
and Mexican women and ch!ldren who
were coming across the line. The bul-
let struck him in the middle of the
back as he turned to run to cover and
his spine was seriously injured, para-
lyzing him almost completely. Shells
and fragments of shells fell near this
city.
» Corporal Jones of Company G Sev-
enth Infantry;” at night was shot
through both thighs by a Carranza sol-
dier, who leaped from his trench at
Agua Prieta shouting: “Viva Carran-
za” and fired six shots at Jones, who
was on patrol near the boundary in
the rear of the customs house. The
American soldier is not ' seriously
wounded.

Mexican Factions Warned.

General Thomas F. Davis, command-
ing the 6,000 American troops on duty
at the border, promptly warned the
commander of both Mexican factions
to change the direction of their fire
and citizens on the American side were
not endangered thereafter.

General Francisco Villa’s attack on
Agua Prieta which began shortly af-
ter noon continued late intd the night.
The lull in the afternoon fighting end-
ed at 6 o'clock in the evening, and
with carefully placed shots from field
pleces, rapid firers and rifles, Villa
kept the Carranza forces continually
in actlon.

GERMANS IN MOVE . ON RIGA

c_r——
Try to: Ruqh Russian 8ea Port Alon.
Railway Oklrtlng 8hore of
Gulif. i

Iondbn, Nov. 2—The Germnnu hav-
ing failed in .two months of . almost
incessant attacks to reach Riga and
Dvinsk by various routes are now try-
ing along the railway which skirts the
shores of the Gulf of Riga from Tuk-
um, and have, according to their re-
ports, reached a point west of Schlok.
This is a very slight advance and
much low ground over which it is dif-
ficult to move lies between them and
their objective.

‘ Authorize $1,250,000 Loan.

Panama, Nov. 2.—The National as-
sembly passed a resolution authoris-
ing President Porras to borrow §$1;-
260,000 in the United States with
wbich' to rehabilitate the ﬂnmcu of
the country.

British Casualtios 493,204,

London,, Oct. 30.—Total British cas-
ualties to October 9 were 493,204, pre-
mier Asuith has annoumced.

In the western war theater, said
the premier, 4,401 officers .and 68,069
men had been killed, and 9,169 officers.
and 225,716 men wounded, and 1,667
officers and" 61,134 men were missing.
He placed the killed in all sreas at
6,660 officers and 94,993 mexn, the
wounded at 12,688 officers and 304,833
men, and the mising at 3,000 ofioers
and 73,177 mea.
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INTIMA'I'IO ALLIES  MAY
ABANDON PARDANEII.LIO ;
¢ GAMPAIGN. B

termined to Stop at Nothing”—
‘. Govérnment Bélleved Considen.
ing Concentration In East

; to'Do'llvor Oti'oko.

Iorlln. Nov. 3.—Greek troops have
fired on a French force which waé re-
treating from .the _Bulgarians out of
Serbia Into Greek urrltory. amrdlng
to the Berliner Tnoblatt.

London, Nov, 3. —Mtimating tlnt
the Dardanelles campaign may be
abandoned and declaring England’s
financial situation to be “serious,”
Premier Alqulth in the house of ‘com-
‘mons answered the demand of the
British nation for a frank statement
regarding the conduoct of the war.

Members of commons had scarcely
aettled ‘back from' the shock of ‘the
first announcement regarding the sit-

& discussion of war finances.

For the first time since the war be-
gan, the head of the British govern-
ment hinted that the financial burdens
imposed by the war may outweigh
military oonslderatlonl'

Sltultlon Serious. !

“Our financial situation is uerloul,
sald the prime minister.  “Though
rich and resourceful, we cannot sus-
tain the present burdens unless both

/

cise the strictest economy.”

Asquith’s third important statement
bore on conscription and he hinted
that the government would adopt con-

ures fafl.- -~

Derby’s voluntary recruiting scheme,”
sald the premier, “but I am deter-
mined to stop at nothing.

“I'am determined that we shall win
this war,” concluded. the prime min-
ister, “and sooner than' not win it I
would not hesitate to propose some
form of compulsory enlistment.” A

Mr. Asquith asserted he was as con-

ing to carry their righteous cause to a
triumphant issue and he was not going
to shift the burden from his should-
ers until satisfied he was unable to
bear it.

long as he enjoyed health and the con-
fidence of king and the country.

Comments on  Dardanelles.

Commenting on the fact that the
Anglo-French forces had held 200,000

minister said after a brief pause:

eration in connection with the ‘large
requisitions of troops for the eastern
theater of war.”

On all sides this declaration was
taken to mean that the govéernment is
now considering concentrating all
available forces in the eastern theater

stroke of the war.

The decision, it is' believed, has not
yet been made.; But the very fact that
the premier took the public into his
confidence to this extent was taken as
an indication that the demand ‘for
withdrawal : from ; what some have
termed a most dhutrous enterprise

‘ French Fight for Tahure.

. London, Nov. 3.—Possessed of the

hure, which they retook  from the
French, the Germans are waging a
desperate battle for Tahure itself. The
French ‘are counter-attacking flercely
in the'hope of reuptuﬂns the Butte.
The fighting ‘was ' characterized by
heavy losses on both ‘sides, without
material gains for either.

italiané Make Further Progress.

Rome, via Paris, Nov. 8.—The of-
ficial communication from general
headquarters reads as follows:

“On the upper Cordevole our offen-
sive made further progress in the val-
ley and on the hill northwest of the
Sol dif Lana, In the Falzarego zone we
repulsed an enemy attack on the 1it-
tle Legazuol.

. Plot To Dynamite Joliet Prison.

Joliet, IlL., Nov. 8.—-A plot to dyna-
mite the Illinois state prison is be-
lieved to have been folled by quick ac-
tion on the part of officials, ' Fifty
convicts were placed in solitary con-
finement. “EHvery shipmant undergoes
the most Tigid;scrutiny. A quantity of
dynamite was to have been’ shipped

have been formed in Chicago.. When

it was to have been unloaded by con-
vlcuvhowonntlu luldc.

AQQUITI-I N uouu or comom’ ;

Pﬂmo Minlster Docllm He I8 “De- .

uation in the near eastern war theater -
when the prime minister plunged into-

the government and individuals: exer-

scription if pruent recrumng meu-- .

“I have not the least tur that it will -
be necessary to proceed beyond Lord -

fident as ever that the Allies were go- -

He would not surrender the task as.

Turks engaged on Gallipoli, the prime.

“But, the situation at the Dardan-
elles 18 now recelving anxious consid-

in a determined aim to check the cen-:
tral empires and deliver a decisive

has strong; supporters in the a.bln!t.

commanding  heights of ‘Butte ‘de' Ta |

into the prison from the outside by...
former convi¢ts. The plot Is sald to

the car was checked in at the prison
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