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PROGRESS OF THE WAR.

More than a month has elapsed since
the German drive began at Verdun.
During the last week the cannonading
lhas been nearly continuous and the Ger-
mans have made heavy assaults at dif-
€erent points particularly to the north
east and the north west of the city.
None of these assaults have been suc-
cessful otherwise than the gaining of a
little here and there. In most cases

* these assaults in force make consider-

Nable gains at the first and then most of
the area gained is lost through counter
assaults. How much longer the Ger.
mans can carry on this already lengthen-
ed tight remajins to be seen.

A spectacular battle in the clouds was
one of the events of the week. About
fifty aeroplanes on either side were par-
ticipants near Verdun. The French re-
ports claim the destruction of five
German planes and the loss of three of
their own.’

4 A small naval battle occurred off the
‘Flemish coast. Three small German
destroyers were seen by four or five
English vessels of about the same cluss
The German ships ran for shore protec-
tion and the English followed with an
ensuing running fight. Both sides claim
te have damaged the others but nothing
serious oocurred. ;

Peace rumors are again plenty, but
whether inspired by authority or just
from the wish is not certain. - That all
the warring nations must be getting
sired is practically certain. Germany
undoubtedly 18 now at her extreme maxi-
‘nm of battle strength, which means
that from this time on she is likely to
grow weaker rather than stronger.
France is practically in about the same
cqndition, while England has for the
last six months been straining every
pewer except actual conscription to put

sia should still have plenty of reinforce.
ments, but so far in this war that
country seems to be able to put about so

~and positions,

1S a very strict censorship as to the|:

movement of the U. 8. troops, but all
the same the daily papers give minute
details every day both as to numbers
The Mexican de facto
government seems somewhat reluctant
to give this country and special encour-

~agewent in our chase for Villa but have
80 far granted most of our requests and
Curranza troops are also chasing Villa.

We hope that the latter will be a sue-
cessful capture. It will save after com-

; plications for they are likely to dispose

of Villa promptly on capture.

THE PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY.

This presidential primary election is
the culmination of the absudities of the
primary system, :

Founded on the princip'e that each
and every voter should and would make
an intelligent choice of the names that
he might find on 1he printed ballot, it
has developed into a case of a dog chas-
icg his own tail.

The intelligent voter today, as we
write. goes into the vo th and takes a
printed list of names out of bis pocket,
finds the corresponding names on the
ballot and then checks them off with his
cross accordingly. He wouid s.ve time
and bother if allowed to just vote the
printed card, which 1s almost 1dentical
with the ballot he used brfore we had a
primary law. With all the many pages
of primary law we have gone around the
circle and vote just as we used to do in
effect. .

The average voter knows almost no-
thing of the persons named on the print-
ed ballot, and has a very slightidea how
these names of delegates to the national
convention, presidential electors and na-
tional committee men happen to be on
the ballots. While he still has the pri-
vilege of changing any or all names he
way find there, he knows that would be
of no consequence, S0 mostiy he will
“bear his cross’” on the ballot as he
finds it.

The election wmachinery of this elec-
tion is a mixture and muddle to which
we have previously referred.

Another phase occurred in this city
today. In two of the Warus in this city
democratic judges appointed by the de-
mocratic committes appeared to take
their places as judges of election under
the primary law. Now it happened that
these two were the same nien who haa
been selected by the city council to act
in that capacity. But if the judgesthus
appointed by two different authorities
had not happened to be the same men,
which of them would have been the
authorized and lawful officials of elec-
tion?

Would or could judges appointed un-

'der the general primary election law

have any authority to conduct a city or
a township election?

It the judges selected by the party
committees act as such officials, are they
county or are they local election officers?

It they are county offices ought not
the county to pay them? .

It they are city or township officials
who pays the “inspector” who has no-
thing whatever to uo with the local
election, performs no service for the
township or city, and is not known or
named in township or city government?

Who is to pay for taking the returns
to Cavalier?

It the county board pays these mes-
sengers as thay did four years ago, why
should they not pay the rest of the elec-
tion board?

It the provificial -contests result as
predicted, and the Dominion law as fore.

bavnilities are that in a year's time a
portion of the province of Quebec will
be the only place left in Canada where
it will be possible to buy or sell hquor,

many men in the fleld without any great
imcrease. Of course neither country
oares at this time to openly say they are
tired. begause it would be construed to
mean & confession of defeat.

Our own war is “progressing.” There

or to import it for drinking purposes.—
Winnipeg Free Press

I bave a quantity of good, dry cord-
wood for sale. mixed ash and popular.
at reasonable prices. T. DESROSIER.
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MISERABLE HAPPINESS

It is a somewhat curious fact that
mankind rather enjoys misery. The
pursuit of sorrow is equally one of the
“inalienable rights of mankind” as the
pursuit of happiness. Thousands of
people wear black clothing with a sort
of satisfaction. In a lesser degree it is
the same kind of spirit that makes the
aartyr sing hymns while the flames roar
about him.

Again, there 18 nothing more easy than
to persuade the average man that he is
sick or .niserable. A hearty, healthy
man who on going down town in the
morning meets a balf dozen friends on
his way, and each makes some remark
as they pass to the effect tbat he does
not look well, 1s likely to call the doctor
before the day is over.

It needs almost no argument and very
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Eugene O'Brien of Neche is employed
in the Bank of Montreal at Altona."

J. F. Durby of Buthgate has sold his
480 acre farm near town for 813,000 to a
man from Illinois.

Mr, and Mrs. A. Short entertained at

and also the film in the movies gives you a good
but to fully appreciate their values you must come in and see
ip as well as our prices. We have a nice assortment of Ladies’ KA
e Book. If you are interested come and see what we can do for&’
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The Drayton Buas ball club has been -

organized with W. J. Lean presiden', R.
J. Moore secretary and Thomas Devlin
treasurer, The enthusiasm runs high
'for the fans and the citizens promise
ample support.

The house on Alfred Harris' farm in
Carlisle was consumed by fire Sunday
morning entailing a total loss, It was
occupied by Sam Gillis and family who
lost everything they had save what they

dinner Monday evening, with appropri-,hld on their backs, and no insurance.

ate St. Patrick color schemes,

Geo L. Paxman and Robert Kipjen
of Hamilton are back from their three
montbs trip which included Cuba.

Mr, and Mrs. Auditor Felson gave a
St. Patrick party Wednesday evening.
Judge Kneeshaw won first prize at

lcarda.

W. T Bradley. John Willis and Olaf

few facts to wake a man believe Lbat he Hanson, ‘ff Crystal left last week for
is being abused or imposed upon bleonugn.aneso',a to take mud baths for
others. Each individual of us knows'"'““’“'"m'

that each other individual is betier off! Reid Waldo one of the early settlers

showed irom Ottawa Is vnacted, the pro |

than we are.

This tendency of the human mind,
this remarkable sensitiveness to personal
injury of all sorts, 18 the favorite chord
upon which politicians, political ~peuk-
ers and demagogues are wont to play
their political tunes.

Any orator can stand before an nudi-
ence and rouse his bearers to exciivment
and enthusiasm if he wiil tell them that
they pay (wo high taxes. thai they are
oppressed by the rich that the govern.
ment officials are rogues, that the whole
system of -governwent is rotten to the

core and is controlled hy bosses, 1rusis

and monopolies

The degrer of excitement such an!

orator will enthuse s only wensur-d by

the strength of his lungs. Tne wuder

he hollers the more miserahie the nudi

ence will become and thereforr—the

happier
It is funny but it 1s a fact.

of Drayton died al Deloraine, Manitoba
on the Hch of March and was buried at
Drayton.

A |args num'er of the Masonic bre-
thren of Drayton attended the funeral
of the iate George H. Schaefer at Graf-
ton lust week.,

Mrx Huilister who has been spending
the wirer with her daughter Mrs, W.
\W. FKelson of Cavalier has returned
bowe 10 St Paur,

vir, und Mrs Frank L Lewis of Neche
entertames & oumber of friends in
honor of Miss Margurite and John Me-
Laugnim wuo leave 1 a short time for
Mon aua.

Me- W J. Burke and children of
Baingate sre back after spending the

i winter wth her parents, Mr and Mrs-

Reynolds at Denver, Colorado. She re-

The house was insyred for 8400.

“The Neche Military Band” is a new
musical organization in Neche, with R.
J. Welch as president, H. Leclaire vice
president, ¥rank P. Holmes as treasur-
er. This being a campaign year they
expect to have lots to do and as they are
about the only band organization around
here they are liable to be kept busy.

Roseau County Lands.

320 Acres Roseau County Farm Land,
very best black loam, with clay -sub-
suil, half mile from railroad and thriv
ing incorporated village; fast develop
1ng community, with many miles of
new roads under construction,
Bargain for quick sale, 812,50 per acre,

one half cash, 1)alance term of years. at

®iX per cent,

760 Acre tract of unimproved Roseau
County land, tine black loam with clay
sub soil, four and quarter miles from
ratlroad in a fast developing commu
nity; contracts let tor hundreds of
wiles of tine roads; two railroads and
goud markets.

Quick saleonly 810 per acre. Terms.

CHAS, A. MOODY,
Warroad, Roseau County, Minn.
I wish to announce that I am teach
ing both piano and vocal music  Those
wishing to study with me, can obtain

porin 8 lemt time and her folks ag POticulars and make arrangements

benyg we
eslate business.

Mr. Reynolds 18 in the real With me at my home in Pembina.

GLAYS HARRIS,

Land for Sale.

It you want to buy a quarter section
of land on easy yearly payments without

linterest, better call and see me.

F. A. WARDWELL

WANTED

A good live representa-
tive in every city in the
Northwest.

We have an exceptional
proposition that will in-
terest anyone who can
get new subscriptions
* for the

St. Paul D spateh

The St. Paul Pioneer Press

Write for further par-
ticulars to the

MANAGER OF CIRCULATION

Dispat.h Printing Co.
ST. PAUL MI:N,

SPECIAL OFFER

We will gladly send

sample copies of our pa-

pers to anyone request-
ing them.

DROP Us A POST CARD TODAY
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