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THE PROGRESS OF THE WAR. 

AJong the lines in northern France 
there hud boon considerable fighting, 
particularly in front of the French. The 
Germans gained and lost some territory 
and the week end finds both sides in 
about the same positions as before. In 
the Ypres section however, the Germans 
made a gain of territory after a strong 
artillery preparation and the British 
though counter attacking have not been 
able to regain the lost ground. 

The Russians however, are bearing 
back the Austrian armies and are with­
in thirty miles of Lemberg, which will 
be their present objecti ve. The Russians 
claim to have taken over thirty-six 
thousand prisoners, nearly a hun­
dred heavy cannon and a large num­
ber of smaller peices and vast stores' of 
munitions, during their two weeks ad­
vance. 

Political matter in Russia are still 
rather mixed and several of the cabinet 
ministers have resigned. Some rioting 
is noted in the dispatches. Finland has 
practically proclaimed its independence 
which wiU again confuse Russian affaire. 
On the other hand the splendid victories 
of the Russian armies, will doubtless do 
much to inspire confidence and the sup­
port of the people for the present govern-
ment. 

In Germany there is also, political re­
volution. Chancelllor Von Holweg has 
resigned and other ministers have also 
been replaced. The Reichstag is prac­
tically on a strike against the kaiser un­
til the government shall say just what 
peace terms shall be. The strike takes 
the form of refusing to vote nloney for 
war purposes. 

While the agitation in Germany points 
to poesible peace preparation, the war 
critios and the despatches are all very 
careful to explain that Germany is still 
unanimous for victorious War. The ex­
planations are so emphatic that one 
hesitates to believe them fully. 

THE DRAFT 

In our own-country the preparations 
for the 'draft" are going forward and in 
many states the registered men have al­
ready been catalogued by serial nnmbera 
given by the board at Washington as 
soon as lists have; been received. Some 
few of the larger states have as yet not 
completed their records of registered men 
and until these reach Washington the 
formal draft numbers will not be drawn, 
though it was expected that the drawing 
might be done to-day, Friday. £b we 
understand it these numbers will be 
drawnbyehanee at Washinton. Eaoh 

,<< ^ bab i# Mob distriot bearing the drawn 
number will be oonsifored ss drafted 

ife and will rQport for physioal examination 
•t MM designated plane in bii own state) 

This beard Miii also pass upon possible 
reasons for exemption from servioe 
which the drafted man may offer (dr his 
wife may offer on her own behalf) 

The conditions of exemption haive not 
as yet been made public. It is also 
stated, that if the man drafted is exemp­
ted either for physical or other reason, 
that the man who comes next in the or­
der of numbering will have to take the 
place of the exempted man. 

Any man who fails to report after 
being drafted will be considered and 
dealt with as a deserter from the regular 
army. We understand that each draf 
ted man will get notice by mail and pro' 
bably the others will also get notice.-

In some casts the daily papers are 
publishing the numbered lists, but that 
is too great a task for the weekly papers, 
and therefore the numbering will have 
to be found by application to the boards. 

The number to be drafted at thiB time 

about 700,000, represents about one in 
ten of these will be exempt for physical 

or other reason. 

AEROPLANES IN 
PEACE AND WAR. 

One of the immediate results of the 
European war is the remarkable devel­
opment of the aeroplane. When thq 
war began while the navigation of the 
air had been demonstrated as a success, 
its practical use was still a question. 
Without war conditions it would have 
been many years before the planes could 
have been proven of practical use in 
commerce. 

Necessarily, it took considerable ex­
periment and experience to successfully 
build and handle air-craft. There was 
an element of danger in learning to fly 
that was not attractive to the ordinary 
man. Aeronauts at the beginning were 
of the class of men who were willing to 
take their lives in hand for the sake of 
money and the excitements of risk. 
Flying before the war was still but little 
advanced beyond a mere circus perform­
ance and the exhibitions were attended 
by crowds, who marvelled that the flyer 
did not fall, or wondered why he so fool­
ishly risked his life when he did fall as 
often happened. „ 

Even at the beginning oH;he war, the 
use of the flying machines was. experi­
mental. Most of us thought that such 
machines were cut out for offensive pur­
poses as a new weapon of destruction. 
It seemed so simple a matter to take a 
lot of explosives high in the air, far 
above possible danger from guns on the 
ground, and then drop death and des­
truction on people and property below 
with comparative safety to the destroy­
er. It was this idea that built the great 
Zeppelins. But the course of actual ex­
perience has proven the Zeppelin to be 
a failure, at least compared with its 
more swift though smaller cousin, the 
plane. 

Doubtless, large dirigible, self-support­
ing, flying maohines will be developed. 
Undoubtedly so when as expected, l^iat 
after the war that flying boats will be 
used as passenger and possibly freight 
carriers, but as yet they are too clumsy, 
too subject to winds and too hard to 
handle on the ground. 

But the war has also proven that un­
less used in vast numbers, which so far 
have not been made or manned, the aero­
plane while capable of much local annoy­
ance and destruction, as a decisive war 
weapon it cuts but little figure. Though 
the military authorities are now consid­
ering what the effeot of great numbers 
of such flyers might be in military tac* 
tics, and the United States government 
is just now considering the expenditure 
of more than a half billion dollars in the 
making and manning of flying craft. 
This, for an invention that only proved 
a success a half dozen years before the 
war, is something very remarkable in it­
self and shows how rapidly war haB| 
brought this means of movement to the 
front. 

So far, however, the positive success 
of the flying machine has been praeti-
cally in one direotion but that of great 
importance, the flyer has become* the 
"eyes of the army." What this means is 
not altogether . understood unless one 
also takes into consideration that in the 
present war cannon have been the boneB, 
the framework, of 41 the armies. Given 
a superiority of heavy'gunB and the 
army so supplied has a great and usually 
the overwhelming advantage. Ger­
many's first successes were based almost 
entirely on' the superiority of artillery; 
The world read with astonishment how 
the modern fogifieations of Belgium 
were battered down to dust, and that 
finally, only trenoh warfare could be 
used in defence with any sort of success, 
and now, we. know that even trenohes 
can be utterly destroyed if the guns get 
the range and the ammunition holds out 

It it "getting the range" iriiera ttw 
flyer pravee his usefulness. As ha flies 
over the enemy lines he sses andmajp* 
and photographs trenohes, hidden gwn^ 

masses of men, and reports the positions 
to the gunners by signal or on his tetuni. 
When the big guns fire the shots at the 
indicated plaoes he 1b there & see if the 
shots sre too high or too low and so feig-
nals until the shells acoomplish the 
desired destruction. 

This observation is all the more useful 
because the big guns are necessarily at 
long distances from their marks. From 
three to sixfailes away is the more com­
mon distance and at such distanoes even 
in a very level country it is difficult to 
get exact range because the objects are 
not cleariy seen or may not be seen at 
all. Nine-tenths of the big giin fire is 
aimed at a calculation rather than at a 
seen object. But the fliers see. 

But the work of thuB spying out the 
defences and. weaknesses of the enemy 
is not confined to one side.' As a result, 
batiles in the air are now an every day 
occurence in Europe. Each side wants 
to know what is going on beyond the 
lines of the other and about the only 
way to prevent it is to send fleers against 
flyers. This sort of fighting in the 
clouds has been gradually increasing 
and very rapidly during the last few 
months, until we bear of as many as 
thirty machines on a side in which per­
haps half the crews are sent hurtling to 
the earth. 

Such fighting must be the last possi­
bility in human ingenuity. It must 
combine the best of brain, and bravery 
with the last word of mechanical con­
struction. It is a most wonuerful com­
bination of man and machinery. If 
either fail in the fighting—then the in­
evitable fall. It is evident that not 
every man would become a successful 
flyer. 

All this is to be taken into considera­
tion as to the future of flying machines. 
As we have said the war has developed 
the flying very rapidly but even as yet, 
as a commercial machine, there will be 
much to learn. 

It will always take great skill to han­
dle a flying machine. 

The chances of safety in case of an 
accident will always be few. 

The lifting powers of such machinery 
will be limited. 

These will not prevent the - flying 
machine from being used and being use­
ful, but that such use will be general* 
say like ships, boats, or automobijeSy 
that is a question of future development. 
Perhaps inventions will make them com­
paratively safe, and perhfips strong 
enough to carry heavy loads, but as yet 
they could not be considered safe or 
strong. 

But the fact that the U. S. government 
will train perhaps fifty thousand men to 
fly will in itself-do much for the future 
development of the flying machines, for 
peace as well as for war. 

TOWNLEY AND THE I. W. W. 

While the farmers of the valley have' 
not had much experience with the I. W. 
W's., yet they have read and are reading 
the newspapers and know who these! 
people are and their objects. We say 
objects though- they themselves have 
never claimed that they had any special 
objectives except those of the burglar 
and highway robber and whose methods 
they employ to carry,out their immedi­
ate objectives. 

Once they were but wandering bodies 
ot comparatively irresponsible individu 
als ,who Were careful to confine their: 
depredations to robbing henroosts and 
stealing garden truok, supplimented by 
"hand-outs" begged from and given by 
ordinary citizens from various motives. 
Now these "hoboes" have' "organized" 
and .go about the country seeking to 
make trouble wherever they can find .an 
opportunity. They are confessedly at 
war with the world. They despise the' 
name of citizen. They have no use forf 
the word "law" and ignore "right" "and 
" Wrong" as superfluous terms. i 

These people are equally against ordi­
nary labor unions and employers. They 
find their most favorable opportunities 
among the foreign element employed i^ 
the mines, and as yet at least have not 
made much progress among the skilled; 
mechanics'of thelabor unions. j 

But now the farmers of this valley and: 
this state are menaced in many ways'by 
this organization of professed criminals,' 
They are attempting to fix wages for 
harvest work arbitrarily at figures ot 
their own making. If our farmers, to* 
fuse to be dictated to in this manner*-
then the penalty is to be—destruction of 
oropsand machinery. * 

That in brief is the situation from ^he 
view point of the I. W. W. < ' 

Mr. Townley of the Nonpartisan 
gue has attempted to nuke a compro­
mise agreement with the leaders of this 
gang, of whom he poblicly acknowledg­
ed, contained many orimiaals who should 
ba behind U>e bagi, ia which agreement 
fee-wip toobligate the Ursaer 
ib ptf at least W lttr a to* hoar 

ling for more than 11.50 per bushel. 
This agreement Mr. Townley has later 

declared off because at some publio 
meetings held at Devils Lake and Minot 

, the farmers would not agree to the con­
ditions. 

M r. Townley may have had the best of 
motives in attempting to make such ar­
rangements, but he made several very 
serious errors. 

He should have asked bis own organi­
zation as to what terms they would be 
willing to grant these people if any, and 
not assumed the personal responsibility 
of thus arbitrating for some fifty thou­
sand farmers and millions of dollars on 
his own say so. 

He dealt with the I. W. W. as a res 
ponsible organization of honest men. 
Perhaps with bis personal ideas of social­
ism, all he could see was an organized 
force of men whose platforms and aims 
were hardly distinguishable in language 
from ilhe great organization of farmers 
he has built up in this state. He has 
taught the farmers that the men who 
handled farm products after leaving the 
farm were members of a "big biz" or­
ganization who were stealing millions of 
dollars from the producers The I. W. 
W. doctrine is practically the same, only 
as the farmers are a class above them, 
an employing class, the I. W. W. adds 
the farmer to his oategory of natural 
enemies. 

Mr. Townley also erred in treating 
with these men at all. First, because 
being utterly irresponsible, contracts 
and agreements to them are but "scraps 
of paper." Second, because they do not 
actually represent but a small part of 
the laborers who have habitually for a 
number of years visited the valley 
for the purpose of working through har­
vest and threshing. The larger number 
of these annual visitors are not I. W. 
W's. and have no use for that organiza 
tion. Many indeed of these nomadic 
laborers have remained with us and 
made good citizens. What the effect of 
this bargaining with a set of criminals 
will have on these decent men whose 
help we need so badly and whose pre 
sense is so welcome, we do not yet know. 
But they will certainly believe that we 
are likely to have trouble with the I. W. 
W. class and they will feel like staying 
away, . 
| If the police of any large city should 

deliberately bargain with burglars, high 
waymen and murderers to case their 
depredations for a stated sum for stated 
hours, the world would stand aghast at 
such a trade. But as Mr. Townley ac­
knowledges, he has bargained and 
agreed with just such a class of men, 
who have organized to use "ruthless-
ness" in burning wheat fields, smashing 
machinery, and endangering lives of 
peaceful citizens—for robbery—in the 
form of an arbitrary wage scale, which 
no farmer could pay even at the present 
high prices of wheat. 

The farmers of North Dakota we be 
lieve are too brave, and too intelligent, 
to agree to pay any sum whatever, for 
the purpose of buying immunity from 
the demands and threats of a band of 
acknowledged criminals and hold-ups. 

"Not a cent for tribute but millions 
for defence" was the slogan of the first 
American revolution, and we believe 
that any man who thinks that spirit is 
dead among the farmers of North Da­
kota make a very great mistake. 

FAIR DEAL FOR FARMERS. 

Washington, July 18 (Special corres­
pondence)^ measure that will command 
the attention of the farmers of the West 
has been introduced in the Senate by 
Hon. Charles Curtis of Kansas. It dir­
ects the Secretary of Agriculture to ap­
point at each railroad terminal or city 
in the United States a grain and bay in­
spector who shall inspect, grade, and 
tag all arrivals of grain and hay. A 
copy of the inspection shall be placed in­
side of the car, and another copy mailed 
to the consignor. The Seoretary is di­
rected to establish grades for grain and 
hay, and to. make all the necessary rules 
for administering the act. The expenses 
of th?. work are to be paid by fees collec­
ted by.,the inspectors, which are set forth 
in detail in the bill. Senator Curtis has 
designed his bill to meet the discontent 
among farmers because of the lsck of 
proper standards for the grading of grain 
and he. will endeavor to secure action 
upon it as soon as the press of war legis­
lation will permit. 

* / Separator and Tractor.' ' 
A 36. advance complete, with belts used 

about'80 days. Also universal traotor, 
IMQiione power, with Burnley gang, 
(ngood htaning order. 

WUl eell either machine oheap for 
cask or bankable paper, or will trade for 
JioiMs or eattte. 

. JOHN DIETRICH 

Heneman Says: 

We quote special low 
prices Warm Weather 
Goods, Summer Un­
derwear, Sport Shirts 
Straw Hats, Summer 
Dress Goods, Ladles' 
Waists and Middys. 

LOOK 
OVER 
OUR 

BARGAIN 
COUNIER! 

50 to 75 cent two piece 
Underwear at 39 cents. 

60c Poros knit tfnderwer at 
only 39c. 

$1.50 and $1.75 Straw Hats, 
your choice $1.17. 

Sport Shirts $1.25 and $1.50 
grade at 97c. 

Assortment of Waists and 
Middy's  at  77c. '  

35c and 50c Summer Dress 
Goods at 23c per yard. 

When You Need Any Harness 
Come in and see the harness made by the 
well known and reliable Minnesota Har­
ness Factory. 

Moline Manure Spreaders 
We have sold several of these up-to-date 4<wide spread" < I 

machines this season and have one more left. 
Come in and see it 

Acme Mowers and Rakes : 
We still have a few of the light draft Acme Giant Mowers;! 

also sulky and sweep rakes. Bny yonr Acme ] 
Hay Tools now, as all steel goods ; 

will cost from 10 to 20 per ; 
cent more next ; 

season. J 

Massey-Harris Spring Tooth Cultivator 
We have sold over 25 Massey-Harris Cultivators andi \ 

can honestly say that we have never handled a farm tool • 
£that has given more complete satisfaction in every casej t 
Ask'your neighbor who owns one. 

Agents for Ford, Bviek and Maud Gars 
M We have one Ford Tonring Oar for immediate de­

livery. First come, first served. * ' 

E. R. LANGTON & CO; 

-i-v. 
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