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Willis the Politician, Writes
The Building Trades Council

That He Has Been Fair to Them, While Willis, the Governor, Has
Done All He Could To Destroy Union Labor He Appointed More
Scabs Than Any Other Governor Now Appeals For Votes Under
the Name of "Fair Play."

The Politician's Letter

State of Ohio
Executive Department

Columbus
November 20, 1013.

Mr. Tiios. McEwen, Secretary
Building Trades Council,

Cincinnati, O.
Dear Sir Your favor of the

2-- til iiist. duly received and con-
tents noted. It is the desire and
purpose of this administration, in
the making of political appoint-
ments, to give organized labor
fair and satisfactory representa-
tion.

However, as you arc aware,
the authority and power of the
administration to make political
appointments is decidedly limited
and circumscribed by .the Civil
Service law. No prior State ad-

ministration has been bound by
such limitations.

A considerable number of ap-
pointments have already been
made from the ranks of organized
labor and, as Governor of .Ohio,
I assure you that the interest of
labor yill continue to have, not
secondary, but careful considera-
tion.

With reference to the particular
subject matter of your letter, per-
mit me to advise that I will cause
a complete and thorough investi-
gation to be made. Pending this
investigation, I sincerely trust
you will suspend judgement and
await a final finding of the facts.

As a matter of interest to union
organizations, if you desire it, I
shall be very glad to forward to
you a list containing the names of
many union appointees under this
administration. I assure you this
will convince you that there has
has been no disposition to ignore
organized labor.

Yours very truly,
Frank 15. Wilms,

Governor of Ohio.
P. S. r shall be gratified to

have you kindly sec that this reply
receives the same consideration
in your local organization which
the original communication sent
me received. F. 11, W.

THE GOVERNOR'S RECORD
lie discharged more union men

and appointed more scabs than
any other governor.

What inliuence he had he used
on the side of capital as against
labor.

He appointed an insurance
commissioner whose rulings nul-
lified the Workmen's Compen-
sation law and made the wounded
laborer a 'prey for lawyers and

J sharks.
lie forced the repeal of the

Green law and made slaves again
e of Ohio's miners.

' lie loaned his name and cn- -
couraged people in promoting

2 "the no strike scheme," so that
they could make money out of

J their abuse of labor.
lie fought organized labor anil

its bills because Governor Cox
J favored them; whatever Cox fa- -

vorcd appeared wrong to Willis.
His egotism was so great that

2 he felt flattered by the attention
of the captains of industry and
forgot labor until he wants to run

o again, and now he whines that he a
has always been fair.

(Kllllllidt
Organized labor in Cincinnati and

Ohio is endeavorimr to find a reason- -
able excuse for further patience with
the claims of Governor Willis to the ef-

fect that he has endeavored to treat
labor with fairness and justice. The
governor has claimed that he is treating
labor fairly, and that he is a friend of
the laboring men of the State. In a
letter addressed to the Building Trades

E. W. EDWARDS
President of The Rapid Transit Commission, President of E. W.

Edwards Co. and Employer of Union Labor.

Council of this city, the governor claims
he has endeavored to be fair in the mak-
ing of appointments to State offices,
but the entire record of his administra-
tion is against such a claim.

Leaders of organized labor, as a rule,
have not sought to be appointed to
State offices, and there has been no ur-
gent demand made upon the governor
that he appoint men from the ranks of
labor to such offices as he has had at his
disposal. What labor has demanded,
and what the present governor prom-
ised during the last campaign when he
was seeking the support of organized
labor, was that he be fair with labor
in the matter of appointments which
directly concerned the laboring men of
the State. Labor leaders did not ask
that these appointments be made from
the ranks of organized labor, but it was
plainly understood that appointments to
such offices would not include men
cither grossly incompetent or directly
antagonistic to organized labor.

It was further understood, prior to
the election in KIM, that certain meas-
ures to he presented to the next legis-
lature, in the interest of labor, would
receive the support of the governor.
That the then candidate was thoroughly
familiar with the intent and purpose of
these proposed measures can not be
doubted. Organized labor is now won-
dering why it is that, of the many labor
measures introduced in the last session
of the legislature, only two were en-

acted into laws. One of these amended
the miners' anti-scree- n law and was
bitterly opposed by the miners and by
the State Federation of Labor. The
only other labor legislation enacted
provided for vestibules on all electric
cars, and was favored by organized la-

bor. There were more than sixty bills
introduced during the sessions of the
last legislature which had for their ob-

ject the improvement of labor condi-
tions. Better conditions were asked
for women and childreif; various forms
of safety legislation were asked for, but
with the one act providing for vesti-
bules on electric cars, labor was forced
to be satisfied, while the amendment of

the mine screen law is regarded as a
direct slap and repudiation of promises
on the part of Governor Willis.

The records do not show that Willis
has been friendly to labor in the matter
of the State Insurance Department,
where the action of the industrial in-

surance of the State has been practically
brought to a standstill by the rulings
of the commissioner, an appointee of
the governor. This insurance depart-
ment is one for which organized labor
struggled for many years, and is one of
the really great concessions which has
been obtained by workmen in Ohio dur-
ing the past history of the State. It
was placed on the statutes for the bene-
fit of the employer and employe alike,
and is immensely popular with both.

The governor can not deny that he is
responsible for the acts of those whom
he appoints and maintains in office, and
the action of the insurance commis-
sioner in granting licenses to industrial
insurance concerns, thus placing them
in direct competition with the State, is
regarded, not as an act of fairness, but
of positive unfairness by labor all over
the State.

In the matter of appointments to pub-

lic office. Governor Willis has not only
failed to regard the wishes of labor, but
has gone directly contrary thereto, dis-

regarding the expressed wishes of the
most responsible labor men and organ-
izations. In some cases "scabs" have
been placed in positions where the in-

terests of union labor arc directly con-
cerned, while in others strikebreakers
have been favored and placed in office
where they will have supervision over
union men.

Not only has organized labor little
reason to regard Governor Willis as be-

ing friendly, but there is every possible
reason, all being based absolutely upon
his record as governor, to regard him
in the opposite light. There appears to
be no redeeming feature in his entire
record, so far as the interests or wishes
of the men who, toil arc concerned, and
Mr. Willis will be hard pressed when
he goes before the people asking fur-

ther support of his political ambitions.

American Federation of
Labor Finally Decides

The Question of Metal Trim in Favor of the Sheet
Metal Workers The Carpenters Must Obey This
Order or Stand Suspended Carpenters Rush Into the
Daily Papers With a Misrepresentation of Facts, in an
Effort to Muddle Things Up.

Great interest was taken in local labor
circles during the week concerning the
action of the American Federation of
Labor at San Francisco during the clos-
ing hours of the convention last week,
when the various disputes between the
constituent organizations came before
the parent body for adjustment. The fol-
lowing article which appeared in a daily
paper, attracted especial attention :

John H. Potts of Cincinnati, member
of the Executive Council of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Carpenters, re-

ceived a message from the carpenters'
headquarters at Indianapolis Tuesday,
announcing a victory for the carpenters
in their controversies with other unions
in the Building Trades Department of
the American Federation of Labor. Said
Mr. Potts : "The carpenters had a con-
troversy with the machinists' union re-

garding millwright work, and now comes
the news that the machinists have been
expelled from the Building Trades De-
partment of the American Federation of
Labor. The carpenters also had a con-
troversy of long standing with the sheet
metal workers' union regarding the right
to put up metal trim in buildings. At a
previous meeting of the Building Trades
Department of the Federation, a deci-
sion was rendered in favor of the sheet
metal workers, H:t the Building Trades
Department has now annulled that de-

cision. These are two clear victories for
the carpenters. Before these two deci-
sions there was some talk of the car-
penters withdrawing from the Building
Trades Department of the Federation of
Labor but we are in now."

Commenting on the above, Fred Hock,
business agent of the Cincinnati Build-
ing Trades Council, who has just return-
ed from the convention, stated the re-

port is without foundation so far as the
metal workers and carpenters arc con-
cerned. According to Mr. Hock, the dis-
pute between the carpenters and metal
workers is one of long standing, the for-

mer having withdrawn from the Build-
ing Trades Council because of the re-

jection of the claim of jurisdiction over
the sheet metal work used in this line of
business. At last year's convention of
the American Federation of Labor this
matter was referred to a committee for

The Building Trades Council Ask
Board Education to Call

New School After Jos. Heberle

The Building Trades Council was call-

ed to order Thursday evening with Pres-
ident Cullen in the chair.

Minutes of the previous meeting were
read and adopted.

A communication from Governor Wil-

lis was read and received. After some
discussion and in the light of the facts
that all of his appointments here have
been scabs, it was unanimously adopted
that the governor be asked to send down
a list of his appointments as suggested
by him.

Business Agent Hock read a lengthy

BREWERS' WAR ON GAMBLING

Uplift of Liquor Trade Discussed
lly Association.

New York. A campaign for the sup-

pression of gambling is being considered
by members of the New York State
Brewers' Association, according to an
announcement by Jacob Ruppcrt, its
president. Methods of eliminating sa-

loons which can not be profitably oper-
ated also are under discussion, Colonel
Ruppert said. Brewers who attended the
annual convention of the association,
heard Colonel Ruppcrt declare in favor
of a campaign to educate the public con-

cerning the prohibition movement and to
elevate the tone of the liquor trade.

final settlement. This committee report-
ed at the convention just closed, the ma-
jority report favoring the carpenters
and giving them jurisdiction over all
sheet metal work while the minority re-

port favored the sheet metal workers'
contention that the erection of sheet
metal properly belonged to their organi-
zation. There was a lengthy debate,
which was participated in by President
Gompers, who served on the committee
and signed the majority report. The con-
vention refused to be influenced, and
voted to adopt the minority report, thus
settling the dispute in favor of the metal
workers, the final action being taken at
2 o'clock Sunday morning, immediately
after which the convention adjourned.

The carpenters have demanded
that the question of metal trim be
settled ii the lloor of the American
Federation of Labor, and such was
the ease at San Francisco. The res-
olution granting the work to the
sheet metal workers carried with it
positive instructions that the presi-
dent of the American Federation of
Labor, the president of the Building
Trades Department, and the presi-
dent of the International Sheet
Metal Workers, "are hereby

to appear before the next
international carpenters' convention
and notify that body of 'the action'
of the A. F. of L., and to command
them to obey the said ruling or im-
mediately suspend them from the
American Federation of Labor.

Insofar as the dispute between the
machinists and carpenters is concerned.
Jack Doyle, of the machinists' union,
said : "There has been a controversy be-

tween the machinists' and the carpenters'
union in some cities as to where the
jurisdiction of each ends in regard to
millwright work. But I have heard noth-
ing of the machinists being expelled
from the Building Trades Department
of the Federation of Labor, and I do
not believe they have been expelled. I
suppose the Building Trades Department
merely made somewhat more definite the
line of demarcation between work that
should be done by each union. At Cin-

cinnati our machinists' union has always
gotten along in a satisfactory manner
with the carpenters."

of

report on business conditions, which was
adopted.

All trades reported business as being
good.

Under the good and welfare, a resolu-
tion requesting the Board of Education
to name the new high school after Jo-
seph Heberle was adopted after several
members had eulogized Eberle's work
as an educator. The following commit-
tee was appointed to draw up the com-
munication : Brothers Anderson, Lane
and Meinder.

There being no further business Coun-
cil adjourned until next Thursday even-
ing.

COMI'KNSATIOX LAW ATTACKED

Sacramento', Cal. When Supreme
Justice Henshaw dissented from his as-

sociates, who upheld the state compen-
sation law, he gave an idea, it is claim-
ed, to a San Diego company who now
use Justice Henshaw's argument in an
appeal from a decision of the state in-

dustrial accident commission.
If this decision is upheld it will deal

a severe blow to the law. The appeal is
based on the ground that when the con-

stitutional amendment was passed in
1911, which enabled the passage of the
law, it did not specifically provide for
the compensation of dependent rela-
tives of victims of fatal accidents, but
merely compelled employers to pay em-

ployes for injuries.
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