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Rapid Transit Ordinance Endorsed

By the Building Trades Council, After a Thorough Investigation By the Board of Business
Agents.— A Majority of the Commission Are Friends and Employers of Union Labor,
While Opposition is Handled By Agents of B. H. Kroger, Arch Enemy of Trade Unionism.

E. D. EDWARDS

Chairman of the Rapid ‘Transit Commission, President II. W. Fdwards
Munufacturing Co., and an employer of Union Labor.

The important business transacted at a largely-attended meet-
ing of the Building Trades Council, Thursday night, was the un-
qualified indorsement of the Rapid Transit Loop ordinance. Some
time ago a letter was received by the Council from E. W. Edwards,
President of the Rapid Transit Commission, asking the indorse-
ment of the body. This letter was referred to the business agents,
and after a thorough investigation it was found that the Commission
was friendly to union labor, and the indorsement of the project was
authorized. There was not a dissenting vote against the approval
of the ordinance and the result was loudly cheered. It was realized
that the building of the loop would furnish work to thousands of
artisans and that its provisions were perfectly fair to the people
generally.

The action of the governing body was watched with the greatest
interest by B. H. Kroger, the man behind the guns of the opposi-
tion. W. A. Julian, Kroger’s man Friday, was also very much in-
terested in the outcome. The latter gentleman was on the first
commission appointed, and because he was not appointe:-d on the
present body he would not play. Our old college chum, Mike Keefe,
is also taking a hand in the interests of his champion, Frank Pfaff,
who would like to grab the Democratic nomination for mayor this
fall. As Mike is usually on the losing side, his attitude in the present
instance is not causing alarm among the splendid body of business
men who believe in bettering the good old Queen City,

The meeting of the Building Trades Council was called to order
by Vice-President Fisher, who presided in the unavoidable absence
of President Cullen. After the adoption of the minutes of the pre-
vious meeting the report of the business agents was concurred in.
All trades reported work for the week fair, A bulletin from the
Civil Service Commission regarding examinations was received and
ordered posted.

There being no further business the Council was declared
adjourned.

FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW CAN
FOLLOW SUPREME COURT’S
DEC!SION

Washington—Fuagitive slave laws can
be established as the result of the
United States Supreme Court's decision
npl;--it[inz_la} a5 to 4 vote, the Adam-
“'I'Il _L'I!H' for f'-'ﬂll‘lliif]Il'l'ﬂp]--}l . Writes
[_|'=--u.|-m Gompers, i the  American
IFederationist.

Under the eaption “Five to Four On
Slavery,” the trade union excentive SAYS
CUThe decision of the United  States
supreme Courd in the Adamson law,
}:'v 1.\'tr':u.rrli11;.1'_\-—in strange contrast to
s wsual careful  observance of the
ctiuette of precedence, The court justi-
fies the Adamson law by what it as-
sumes would have happened had Con-
gress not enacted the law.  The justifi-
cation this rests not upon principles,
but upon a hypothetical emergency,

“In addition 1o reversing its usnal
methot of  reasoning,  the  court
emerges from the judical domain, to
lend “a helping hand 1o legislation un-
der consideration by Congress, A
of the forees of reaction united in the
Sixty-iourth Congress to enact compul-
sary legislation to render workers help-
less—hy one form of law or other, to
compel the toilers to compulsory service
—invaluntary se vitude, They  faileqa;
Congress considered the proposed legis-
lation contrary to the spirit and the
principles of our free rvepublic,

“The Supreme Court attempts to ifi-
fluence the legislative sitnation by giv-
ing in advance an unsolicited opinion
upon a question not before it—the con-
stitutionality of compulsory arbitration

“*We are of opinion that the reasons
stated  conclusively establish that from
the point of view of inherent power
the det which is before us was clearly
within the legislative power of Con-
gress Lo adopt, and that an substance
and effeet it amounted to an exertion
of its anthority  under  the  ecircum-
stances  disclosed 1o i'urn]!u]-mr} arhi-
trate the dispute between the partics
by establishing, as 1o the subject mat-
ter of that l‘l‘.\]“llf. a legislative stand-
ard of wages operative and hinding as
a matter of law upon the parties —a
power none the less l'llll‘.u']nl!.\'h exert-
ed because exercised by direct legisla-
tive act instead of the enpetment of
other and appropriate means providing
for the bringing about of such' result)

“Not o osatisfied with this  eratsitous
assistance  and suggestion to the leg-
islative representatives of reaction, the
chief justice interpolated the following
denial of the right to strike in pubhe
SCTVICe :

“*The right is necessarily surrendered
when men are engaged in public serviee
They are comparable to soldiers in the
ranks who, in the presence of the ene-
mies of their country, may not desert

“This opinion of our chicl justice is
i vivid contrast to the declaration of
the  Russian  government  that  re-
||];u‘rrl the old lil‘.‘t[lll!i““'l.' | i!l‘l'lill'ldinﬂ_’l
which Russia enunciated in a time of
gEreal stress, \'|'hl\1 |11l' country wis con-
fronted hy the exigencies of a world
war, It s

“*Liberty of speech and of the press,
freedom  for alliances, unions, and
strikes with the extension of these liber
ties to military officials within the limtts
admitted by military requirements.”

*That the court's deeision is apeén 1o
criticism is manifest from the fact that
only five ont of the nine justices con-
curred in it. The other four criticise
it without reserve, :

“The situation presents @ Very seri-
ous problem for the nation to consider
[Five men out of our one hundred mil-
lion have interpolated into our political
institutions a principle destructive of
the fundamentals of freedom. The Su-
preme Court has provided the way for
establishment af induostrial slavery and
a fueitive slave Jaw, and if followed out
by the government or cnacted into law
the Supreme Court’s decision by a vote
of & to 4, the working people of the
United States may he compelled to work
at the command of ther lllltlln_\k'l'h or
go to prison. . )

“The court's decision came as an anti-

Campaign For Transit Loop

To Be Inaugurated By Citizens’ Committee.— Leaders in
the Business World Are Named To Work For Favor-
able Vote on the Lease. - Speakers To Be As-

signed To Address

Public Meetings on

Benefits of Proposed System.

Oreanization of & Citizens'  Rapid
Transit Committee, to have charge of the
campaign in favor of the proposed rapid
transit loop ordinance, was effected Tust
Saturday by the selection of Stewart

Shillito, Chatrman, and AL M. 1
former Secretary of the Dow Drug Com-
pany, Seerctary,

Permanent headguarters have heen es-
tablished on the first Hoor of the Union
Centril  Life Instrance Company, in
charge of Secretary Hopkins, Speakers
|\\i-“ be assigned to address public mect-
ings in support of the ordinance and lit-
cratnre will be distributed advocating its
adoption at the referendum clection on
April 17,

Many of Cincinnati’s most prominent
business and professional men are affil-
iated as members of the committee, and

many more additions to its membership |

are l'\'[lt'i‘u'll tomorrow. An active cam-
paign will be waged from now until the
| election

| The following committee has been an-
nouneed Stewart Shillito, Chairman
The John Shillito Company ; A, M. Haop-
kins, Secretary: R K, LeBlond, The R
K. LeBlond Machine Tool Company: B
A, Gidding, The J. M. Gidding Com-
pany: 1. G IKidd, The Stewart & Kid
Company:  Albert  Bettinger,  lawver;
Creopee I, I terle, Umon  Distilling
Company: Frank |, Zumstein, Zumstein
Taxicall Company: Charles . Hinsely,
FFitth-Thind  National Bank; James ]
Heekin, The James | Heekin Company :
Arthur R. Morgan, U. S, Printing and
Lithographing Uompany: Justin Roll-
man, Rollman & Sons Company; AL
Quill, contractor; T, 5. Alvward, Grand
Opera House; D, C. Kellar, Dow Drug
Company: W, S P, Oskamp, Oskamp
Jewelry Company @ Jesse R, Clark, Union
Central  Life  Tnsurance  Company;
Charles 1. Williams, Western  and
Sounthern Life Insurance Company: A
G, Rist, milliner : Fred A, Geler, Cincin-
uati,. Milling Machine Company: James
Wilson,  President  Pattern  Makers'
League of North America; Otto Arm-
leder, Oto Armleder Company ;. FEdward
C, Gillis, The Neare-Gilbs Lompany ;
Joseph V. Zimmerman, Moerlein Breow-
mg Company ; Thomas 1. Cogan, lawyer:
D. C. Jones, the Lunkenheimer Coni-
panyv: lloward N, Ragland, lawver;:
fames P. Orr. Potter Shoe Company:

1|.I|\il[ to

climax too long de he helpful in
the purpose for which 1t was enacted.
Hias the court permanently abandoned
the field of justice, to play m the hands
of the employving class, the wealth-pos-
| sessors of our country, by taking away
from the working people the only ef-
fective power they possess to compel a
decent regard for their rights, their
freedom, the American standard of life?

"Would 1t not bhe well for the natnon
to consider the necessity of curbing the
assumption of power by the Supreme
Court rather than to supinely permit thie
counrt 1o ‘curh’ the freedom of  the
masses—the workers ?"”

LAUNDRY WORKERS WIN
STRIKE,

Fresno, Cal—The Laundry Workers'
Union has won its strike against the
Fresno Steam Laundry, which broke an
{ ement two  years Union of
state that the nization has
wiom a complete victory and all empl
will join the union,  The struck |
wias picketed almost continuously dor-
ing the strike, despite police interierence
and the arrest of pickets.

of-

15,

(ompany

Ture

g

Maliley : Larew M
\tkins, Warner El Uring
Company; George Mo, ) the
Joln B. Morris Foundry Company:
Louis Rauh, Frederick Rauh & Co.:

Robert Mitchell, the Robiert Mitchell

Furniture  Company; Ernest  Griess,
Cariess, Plleuger & Coor W, G Brows,
W. G Brown & Co.; Harry Walter
Hutchins, Hutchins & Henrv; Paul
Verkamp, G H. Verkamp & Sons;
Frank P. Atkins, the Atking & Pearce

Manufacturing Company; H. T. Atkins,
the Atking & Pearce Manufacturing
Company: Paul M, Millikin, insurance ;
John M \T:iu!-_., National Metal Trades
\ssociation: William Lodge, Lodge &
Shiplexy Machine Tool Company; Roh-
ert Henshaw, (. Henshaw & Sons Com-
pany: Dr. I. M. Withrow, surzeon; |
M. Martin, Chester Park: H. Q. Cle \
Cleneay & Nourse: Walter S. Scl
IFrederick A. Schmide & Co.;
Holmes; [. Libson, Libson
Company; George Lampe, Cre
ing Company: Rl
and Southern Life In
Julius | , French |
pany 3 Emil Cordes, Westwo
Mill Company: E. F. Walter, b
Edwin. €. Cordes, Hyde Park
ber Company: Andrew J.  Murphy,
plumber: 1. G Cooper, real estate;
Al H. Uordes, Cordes Lumber Company ;
Chapman R, Hinseh, Hinsch-Briscoe
Lumber Companyv: James C. Gregson,
President Hyde Park Business Men's
Club: John Eckerle, leaf tobacco: E
H, Bardes, Bardes Range and Foundry
Company ; S, I3, Sachs, Avondale: Myers
Y. Coaper, real estate: Sanford Brown
attorney: W. W. Conev, Moores-Coney
Company: F. Lawson Moores, Moores-
Coney Company: Louiz . Dolle, atior-
ney: Frank H. Kinney, Hyde Park Sup-
ply Company: E, XN, Costello, real es-
tate s R.'!!'MI Costello, real estate: Wal-

ter MceCammon, L. H. MeCammon Bros
Company: James B O'Donnell, attor-
nev: Wialter C. Taslor, attorney: Chas
Tritibey, 1 :'i‘u'\-l'_\' Cionil « ompany . J.mi.n

M. Stoner. the Clay Produets Company ;
William C. Lawson, manufacturer; Har
ry [ake, architect

PROTEST PORTION OF DECISION.

Wiashington—President Gompers and
?\.L'l'l'!;t‘d_. Morrison, of the A, F,of L,
presented to Attorney General Gregory
protest in the name of the workers of
this country against the sufireme court
going out of it way in matters not bes
ore the court and fageing in o com-
pulsory arbitration 1 ling the
legality of the Adamson eight-hour law
for railroad il'kl1'!.|\‘.|-\

The supreme court, it was stated, by
injecting into the law and argument &
foreign matter, deniil to workers of the
right to quit work, peointed the way to
those who wish 1o tie workers to theis
wark in order to protect the supposed
convenience of the public.

Mresident Gompers called attention to
the progressive fundamental declaration.
i bothh Mexico  and i, countries
which are passing through a period oi
danger and national stress, assuring to
the workers of those countries the righ.
to strike,

It was declared that this portion of
the court's opinion belongs to the old
reactionary  despotism  of Russin and
Mexico, and is out of harmony with the
free mstitutions of the United States,

.I.:---.--r.-.l — -
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