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Governor Harris Sends

: Remetyfy g

Moaday, Jan. 13, Governor Har-
t & message ta the general as
¥y transmitting the report of the
Commission of Obhlo. In Sep-

r, 1906, the gexcrnor appownted

i norary commisslon to lugoire
into, the present laws and recommend
mioh legislation as will insure just and
Hable taxation to the people of
& The commission named by the
Rovernor consisted of Attorney Genec-
al Wade H. Ellis, Thos. H. Hogsett of
Cleveland, Judge Geo. E. Martin of
Langaster, former Senntor Alfred C.
Ou’ltt of Cincinnatl and Atlee Pom.

Omof Canton,
; commission held wmany meet-

inga during the vear nmd heart argu-
ments from every different Interest
that would appear. Union Iabor, the
Btate Grange, tenchers, bankers, rep-
rapontativea of boards of commerce,
badlding and loan associntions and nu-
marous other organizations of like
chamacter, besides leading students on
the subject of taxation, presented
thelr views to the commission.

The report reviews existing tax
laws, points out thelr inegualties
asd embodies recommendations for
cBangen that will attraet wide atten-
tlen. The report is most comprehen-
aive and I one that will make history.
It s absolutely non-partisan. The rem-
edles suggested for present tux evils
are slmple, concrete and should prove
effective. The members of the com-
mission have been highly compliment-
ed on thelr work.

Present Tax System,

The commission gives an outline of
the present means and methods of
ralsing reveuue both for state and
logal purposes. It ealls attention to
artigle 12, section 2, of the constitu.
tign, which carries the provision that
“lawa shall be passed taxing by a unl-
foxm rule” all property, real and per-
sonal, tamgible and Intangible, “ac-
cording to its true value in money,”
and on that mandate, says the com-
mission, the present tax system has
Been established and maintained.

The report reviaws the provision of
the general property tax, from which
pragtically all revenues are recelved
from a levy upon real estate, mineral
lands, personal property, merchants'
and manufacturers’ stocks, corpora-
tions generally, steam railroads, sub-
urban and interurban cleetrie rall-
ways, express, telegraph  and tele.
vhone companies and banks

In nddition to' the general property
tax there are gpocial exeise and priv
flege taxes, namely: The Willis law
tax upon foreign and domestic eorpo-
rations; the Cole law tax on publie
service corporations; the exclse tax
upon freight lines, equipment and
gleeping ear companies; the tax upon
forelgn insurance companies: the
Dow-Alkin tax wpon galoons and the
collateral inheritance tax.

Immense S8ums Collected.

All these state and local sources of
revenue produced far the yvear ending
Nov. 15, 1907, a total of $76,180.462

..?-

Of this sum the total for state pur
poses was $10.440,034; the totul for
local purposes was $57.961.50%: and

the amount recelved as delinquencies
and forfeitures of previous years was
$1.778,531.

£f the total for state purposes the
levy of 1.34 mills on the dollar of all
real and personal property produced
$3.012,115; the Dow-Alken liguor tax,
$2.749.751; the Cole excise tax, $2.301,
281;: the Willls corporation tax, $1,-
018.663; the forelgn insurance tax (es-
timated), $1,000,000; the collateral in-
heritance tax, $10,571; and other fees
from the seeretary of state's office,

348,673,

Of the total amount raised for local
purposes during the year, $15.914.003
was used for public schools and school
Houses; $16480.432 for city and vil-
lnge needs; $13,574,132 for general
eounty uses; $2.714.542 for township
purposes; and $6.277 858 for special
apd miscellaneous local funds,

v \Bvilg of Existing System,
The report saya: - The members nf
commisslon have boen devply Im-
#@d by the Inequalities and injus
rovealed I the operation of the
enlsting ‘tax laws of Ohjo. It is Im
ble to acepunt for the patlence
‘which these evils have been
r the theory that the
ment. ot thoie
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advantage the escape from taxa-

84 partioularly

W:-w’,

o A Ay

s - g AR

o0

- hat clang o per:
which mont
fram Ahe laxiog aw

REPORT OF TAX COMMISSION

to the,Legiskature Mgs+

t Considered the Only

the

same ns low ns possible In erder to
shift to other communities thelr own
‘share of the uniform levy for siate
PUTPOSES,

Another inequality la that existing
among the owpaers of personal prep-
arty cAused by the attempi to tax, by
a mniform rule, and according to its
true value in money, sangible chatiels
| an 1he one hand, suek a8 Hve stock and
farm implements, merchants® and man.
ufacturers’ goods, and the like, which
ought t0 bhe easily found by the aqs.
sessor, gnd intangible propecty on the
other, snch as money, mortgiges amd
honds which are not returned unless
thelr owner voluntarily admits the
ownership,

St another Inmeguallty Is that ex-
Isting between the Individual owners
baf real and personal property on the
one hand and the owaers of certain
clagsos of carporate property on the
othar, ag a result of the regquireme*
that all property, however used and
bencfited by Pnhllc grants and fran

wh

chizes and atever Its earning ca-
gm‘lry, shall be valued for taxation
y a uniform rule and subjected to

one fixed methad in determining the
contribution it shall make to the sup-
port of state and local governments,

Finally, there are many Instances
of pecullar hardshlp betwoen clasr s
of corporations caused by an effort
[ from time to time, and without any
goneistency of plam or purpose, lo
avold constitutional obstacles In se.
curing a just return from those who
enjoy spocial privileges in the control
and management of such property.

The evils digclesed above are then
tHrcusaod In detail under thesa sub.
heads:

Inequalitics Butween the Owners
of Real agd Personal Property.

Inequalitics Among the Ownera of
Real Estate

Inequalities Among the Owners of
Personal Property.

Inequalities Between the Owners of
Real and Personal Properiy and Own-
ere of Corporate Property.

lnequalities Among Corporations.

Summary of Ewvile,

The conclusions of the commission
members on the Hogrant inequalities
in the presemt tax syslom are sum-
marized by them In these words:

We bave found that the general
property tax is a fallure, for purposes
either of revenue or equality; that
mora than half of the tolal wenlth of
the stute in tangible property alone
escapes taxation; that of Intangible
property, such as meneys, crodits
stocks and bonds, subject to taxation
under existing laws, not 10 per cent,
revhaps not even 6 per cent, (s
isted on the duplicates; that the
decennin! appraisement of real es-
tate Iz far too Infroguent to pro-
duee fair and  equitablo valnations;
that the maintenance of a levy for
glate purposes upon all real and per-
sonal property and the intermingling
of state and local sources of revenue
produce bhetween the counties, con-
cealment of publie expenditures and a

tendency to extravaganece; that the
methods of taxing corporations are
antlguated and cumbersome; that

franchise velues generally escape tiax.

ation, except s to certain classes of
corporations, and as to them the law
Is incapable of adequate enforcement;
that the great number of ex-officia

state boards now administering tax
laws creates confusion, prevents thoy-
oughness and reduecss revenues: that
the general complexity of our present
gystem iends to ;n'v\'l-m publiec knowl-
edge of the hardons and Ineldents of
taxation, and finally that the chief suf-
ferer from all these {lls Is the citizen
whose possesslons are so plainly visl
ble that no deviee or evasion can se-
cure thelr escape

Recommendations,

Tha report recommends:

Firat., an amendment of the consti
tution of Ohio abolishing the general
property tax now required in Sec. 2
of Art. XIl, and giving to the legis
lature a freer hand to deal with such
subjects as franchises, stocks, bonds,
cash, mortgages and other intangible
property.

When the presenatl commission was
appointed all the members hoped 'and
severnl believed that a way could ba
found to remedy the chlef defects In
our tax system without amending the
constitution. We recognized the fact
that a constitutional amendment is a
radicul step to take and ought not to
be proposed M by any dther means
adequate relief could be secured to
the people. [t seems proper to say,
therefore, that the conclusions we
have reached upon this subject have
been formed with 1rmt reluctance,
The recital of conditions st the publie
hearings, the discoveries that follow-
ed a painstaking investigation of facts
and statistics, the judgment of men
representing all elagses and inlerests
whose knowledge of the subject gna-
bled them o speak with authority, the
experience of other states in the past,
the progressive movements elsewhorg

1 the present time, and finally a care-
ul study of the restrictions in sectlon
%ar articla 12 of the constitution of

hlo and the decisions of the courts
construlng such restrictions—all these
considerativns  have compelled the
conclusion that no just or satislactor
tax system can be emtabllshed in this
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ibution to the gu lle revenues in
return for thelr lle franchises,

wethods identical with those ad
a8 to other elasses of
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1% “Bhdiness ontorptlees of mindern

ent siluatlon fi this state,
where thero ms o be a growing
qxlulun ’:_t t?: legisiniure onght to
have a freer hand in entablishing o
system of (nxation. There are souic
whe bolleve l*t restrictions whai
general assemn 1y?ﬂhm a congtitution
passed more than half a century ago
ought not to be permitted to interpos:
its obstaclés to the natural develop
ment of publie thought, and the chang.

ioms evolved from the opu-

u“.' 4bn. the Interests of all clngsas
nfal e .ﬂm nl“}?'%uﬂ- fn “thé*han.le
of chdien representatives commis.
sioned to coneerve and mpetoot those
Interests, and that ni: risk will be 011:‘
ovuntered a element’ ne ot
lzenship Inb{n-‘su the Iézﬁlﬁm ta
devise a just and eguitable weans of
raising public revenues. There are
others who feel that while the pres.
ent constitutional Hmitations undoubt-
edly “prevent mwch-neaded changes in
the laws, yet that po constitutionnl
amendment shonkl, of need, go fur
ther. than to so enlarge the powers
~{ the general mvmhlr as to enable
It to correct apecific evils most
earnestly complained of.

Alter 8 canvass of both these views
we'hﬂw framed a form of amendment
which, In our judgment, & not only
best soited to the present needs of
the state, but will meet all proper re-
quitements of the future and, at the
sume time, gunrd against the dangers
of arbitrary or inequitable legisiation.

Form of Amendment Suggested.

Artlcle XII, Seetion 2. The Gener
al Assembly shall have power to es-
tablish and maintain an egquitable
system for raising state and local rev-
enue. I may claasify the subjects of
taxation so far as their differences
Justify the same in order to secure a
Just return from each. All taxes and
other charges shall be imposed for
public purposes only and shall be just
to each subject. The power of taxa-
tion shall never be surrendered, sus-
pended or contracted away.

Bonda of the state of Ohlo,’ bonds
of any city, village, hamlet, county or
township in this state nod bonds Is-
sued in behalf of the public schools
of Ohip and the means of lnstruction
in  connection therewith, burying
grounds, public school houses, houses
used exclusively for publie worship,
Institutions of purel
pitbliec property us exclusively for
any publie purpose, and personal prop.
erty, to an amount not exceeding in
value $200, for each individual, may,
by general laws, be exempted from
taxation; but all such laws shall be
subject to alteration or repeal; and
the value of all property, so exemptod
shall, from time to time, be asceriain-
ed and published as may be directed
by law,

All taxes and exemptions in force
when this amendment is adopted shall
remain in force, in the same manner
and to the same extent, unless and

until otherwise directed by statute.

The words In black face
above designate the new matter.
exemptions are not changed except
that as to public bonds such exemp-
tion Is permissive lnstead of manda-
lor{. This was necessarv in order tp
"i. eol;armoul&u‘n ;nd dooulatont tl&
plan repos roader powers
taxation in the general assembly. The
provisions us to berying grounds,
achools, churches, publie nroperty, in-
stitutions of public charity and all
other exemptions are not changed In

an

i’t will be seen that this proposed
amendment does not require elasal.
fication as did the amendment submit-
ted In 1903, It merely authorizes such
classiflcation. It does not permit any
and all classifications, as did the
amendment in 1903, but only guch as
are fairly warranted by the differ
ences In subjects of taxation in order
;o secure a just return from each sul-
ect.

It will be seen further from the con-
cluding sentence of the amendment
tiat all tax or exemption laws now In
forece shall remain In operation wntil
changed by the legislature. This was
added ont of abundant precaution in
order that, in fuirness to all taxpayers
a8 well as to the state, no donbt could
be ralsed as to the siatus or validity
of existing laws,

Under this amendment the general
assembly may, we belleve, correot the
wrongs Lhat have :le\re]n?ﬂd in the
preseunt tax sysiem of Ohio, 1t may
provide a method for taxing moneys
oradits, stocks and bonds that will
bring them out of hiding,

The general assembly will be froa
to deal with corporation taxes in any
manner that promises the best resulis,
hoth to the corporation amd the state.
It will be able to protect the corpora-
tions from a multiplicity of tax law:

Every
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Third, a more frequant appralse:
ment of real estate,

A

The
% of reliet from:

&l:‘r exlsting Jaw:

court of Ohlo in & case from Toledo,
in which it was held that after the
completion of s decennlal appralse.
ment of real estale and It'a oq}‘ualizu-

tate, or even to cormect grioss In 1
tles In lu%h ap nt, lhﬁh
even though the of a city bhas
added, as It had particular In:
stance, millions of dollers to the value
of weal property im oertain segtions,
If renl estate w appralsed eve
two ar four years the work might =

be done under the direction of the
present boards of peviaw in the eltles
and the countv boards of equalizution
in the rural distyicts, unless the gon.
eral assembly shall deem it hest ty
commit the duty to someé contral local

authority, :
A referenge to the laws of other
atutes upon this subject shows thit

Ohlo iz the only state In the Union
whieh still maintaing a decennial ap-
pralsement of real estate.

Abolish Statp Levy.

We recommend,

Faourth, the abalishment of tha pres-
ent state levy upon real and personal
property and the campleta separation
of stata and local revenuea at the
earliest practicable date.

It ls unnecessa review hore the

hardships and ualitics  which
would be removed by this change in
tax methods.

'rhoﬁ bave been alréady
eurlier part of thiz re.
I')url. It is universally recognized that
f the remnant of a levy for state pur:
poses ‘upon real and personal pmr-
erty, mow amounting to but 1.34 mills
on the dollar, can bhe eaticely removed,
sa that the counties will no longer
rival each other in the distribution of
taxes for tho support of a common
fund, ene of the chief causes of dis-
crimination and favoritiam would be
destroyed and a nearer approach to
home rule in taxation woild be at-
tained,

If additional revenues are deome
advisable, there are A number o
ways in which they may be raised, In
the iudgmunt of the ecompmission, and
speclal revenues from special sourosg
might very appropriately be set apart
for the publie school fund. in order to
preserve this intaet.

‘We earnestly urge, however, that no
respect to the
state levy unless the most reliable
provision be n.gg for the security
and permanence the publie school

fund.
Publicity In Taxation,

We recommend,

Fifth, that authority bé given to lo-
cal communities to secus¥ publicity In
taxation in such manner as they shall
deam best. =

Among the many suggestions made
to the ¢ommission at th public hear-
ings, one which received much com-
mendation was that taxpayers gensr-
ally be brought to a closer knowledge
of tax matters by the annual publica-
tion of rty valuatlons and re-
turns, The clalm Is wauade that If every
property owner were informed. Ly
some simpler method than  that f
personally examining official rocords,
of the amount of taxes bolng paid by
his nelghbors, and cepeclally Yy tho
ownoers of real estate, many of the in.
equalities which now prevall would Le
corrected through the Initiative ol (Lo
persons Injured

It may not be thonght desirable to
make such publieation compulsory in
Ohfo, But the beneficinl results so

’ul out in an

factory experlence elsewhere, would
soam to iusuil’y the grunt of power to
local taxing authorities,
Summary of Recommendations.

We have submitled herewith five
recommendations. The fizst I8 o cun-
stitutlonal amendment granting broad-
¢r powers 1o the geavral assembly In
rovidiag a tux systom for the siate.

he other four comprise the most urg-
ent changes in exfaling tax laws that
may be accomplished without an
amendiwent of the constitution. These
are, the establishment of & stule tax

such as are pow in operation, an
evolve Instead one, definite and easfy
compiited charge for each class of cor-
Imrallrmn. which shall be Imposed in
len of all other taxes, state or loeal
As to publie service corporations MW
particular, it may, of courze, extond
the Nichols law without an amend.
ment of the coostitution: but after
sueh amendment the legislature
well determine to adopt the more moﬂ,
ern and generally approved mathod of
taxing such corpurations by a percent-
age of thelr gross receipts, substitut-
ing this for all other taxes, either upon
property or privilege,

Buch a taxsis now most universally
accepted as preferable to any method

|of the present state levy and the sop-

board; the more frequent aoppralse.

ment of real eatate; the abollshment

aration state and looal revenues,
and finally, authority to the local com-
{liumiuu to secure pubHelly In taxa-
on, e
There .are maby other improvements
In existing laws which ve been
carefully considered, but all those
that seemod most worthy of adoption
would r:-?nl,rq eonssiiy I amend-
ment befgre they conld t into
effect. Among these are A er and

LT} uoiie
more modern method of taxing publl
service corporations, such n8 groas re-
celpts or other special cha in llen

of property valuations. In a recent

and comprehemsive study of this sude | fectively and un
Jeet, us found In the ’%E‘"“ of t &l'ebln vilues and be subsiituted
05. and the  \be eomplex, diverse ui?_.laahtlg?mm

ntario commission of }
‘alitornin. commlssion of 1506, (%
gross edarnings tax Is commended us
the true method of taxing pu'lu‘.";ll‘. Bor-
vies corporations, Of course, such a
tax upon gross recelpts should be so
devised as to bear a falr relation to
actual earnings and should be large
enough to secure a suffielent return
from the gerporations afected to sup-
plant all other sipte or local charges

upon them, This methpd can be adopt-
e ole after an amendmepnt to
copgd Iutlon

State Tax Board.

We recommend,
Secand. tha establishment of o state

board of three mamberd to be ap-||

d by the erna®) to adminis
ws for the collectionlof state
p 1omnd ta make swdh ‘rectims
mendations /ipon the general subjegt
of taxation as Investigstion and exper
fence may from time to time suggest,
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" Of all the consequences of the gen- |
perty tax the most deplorable

3%

ereasing burden upon real property
apd an ever diminishing share of per-
sonal property in the support of that
government which gives an equal pro-
tection to hoth.

The general property tax was adopt-
ed Ip Ohlo in 1846, and was written
into the constitution of 1851 (n the
language of soetlon 2 of article XIL,
to which attoution has already been
called. Ever since ita adoption the
grand tax duplioate of the state has
shown, more and mora clearly, the in-
equality of con.atbution between rem)

and pergonal jroperty, In 1862 the

and personz!. In the state, was 3607,
681,000; In 1207 it was $2,280,563,198.
In 1862 the tota! value of all real es-
tate was $354.917.000. In 1907 it was
$1,644,901,318. In 1852 the total value
of all persoral property in the state
was $152,641.000; in 1907 it was $706,
171,880, In other words, the first year
after the adoption of the present con-
stitution the tax value of all real es-
tate In Ohlo was 2 1-1 times that of
all personal property, while at the
present day. after 556 yearas of develop-
‘ ment in rallronds, telegraph, tele-

phone. electrie light, and other mod-
|ern utilitles, as well as Industrial en-
terprises of every kiod, with the con-
sequent enormous growth in the is
sues of stocks and honds, the tax
value of all real estate In Ohlo Is still
4 1-10 times that of all personal prop-
erty. And this is true notwithstand-
ing the fact that corporationg gener-
ally In this siate are required to re-
turn as personal property all the real
estate used In the operation of their
business.

In 1860 real estate pald 778 per
eent of the taxes and personal propers
ty 22.2 per cent; In 1870 real estate
pald 60.7 per cent of all taxes, and
personal property 49,3, while in 1907
real estate pald 67.7 per cent of all
taxes and personal property but 32.3.

These remarkable figures are even
more significant when it ls remember-
ed that the chief growth of the state's
wealth has been in the Iarger munici-
palities and the tendency to conocen-
tration of population ir the cities has
been more and more evident with the
passing yoars. In 1550 the total pop-
ulation of Ghlo was (1,980,229, and the
total population of all Ineorporated !
municipalities was 273,828, That Is to
say, more than five times as many
people lived In the country as in  the
cities and villages when the present
constitution of Ohlo was adopted. In
1900 the total population of Oblo was
1157545 and the tolal population of
all citiva and vitlnzen was 2,412,352
In oihor woids, copsiderable more
thnn hadl the whole number of Inhab
Itanta In the atate now live in the mu-
nicipalitles. Whea the constitutional
romvention of 1851 met in Cinecinnatl
that city had a population of 115.435,
| which was then about twice the total

population of the ten largest cltles in
the state. In 1850 the total popula-
tlon of Cleveland, Cincinnati, Toledo,
Columbus. Dayton, Youngstown, Ak-
ron, Springfield, Canton and Hamil-
ton wag 152,146, In 1900 the total
population of theso ten cities was
1,230,832, and L Is probahly today
nearly two milllon. Certalnly It Is ten
times ag large us It was in the middle
of the last century,

The special rveport of the United
States census department on the sub-
fect of yura! and urban popuiAtions
makes some comparisons that, with
respect to Ohlo, reveal eonclusively
the fact that the lerger cltles of the
state are growing at the expense of
the ruval communiiirs, In making its
compllations the ccrsug burean  onns
| lders  every munie’pality of 2,500 in-
habltants or over # city, and the rest
of the state as constituting the coun-
try districts. On that basia Ohlo's
raral population in 1880 was 67.8 per
eent of the whole papulation; in 1800
it was 69.1 per cent and In 1900 52 per
cent. These statisties show not only
n deorease in the peorcentage of popu-
latlon in the country distriets but an
actyal vedugtion 'n the pumber of in-
habltants. In 1840 the country dis-
tricts of Ohlo had a population of
2,109,219, while Tn 1000 they had &
pepulgtion of 2,100,443, a decrcase of
§,714. Nothing could more clearly
show the trend of population toward
the Jarge gentows, and no fact is more
genern adwitted than that the
greatest increase In weslth has taken
place such ceiiters ‘of popalation,
1]

|

and par{icularly In that form of char.
of, wealth peeullarly Ielg¥nt to

in
and credits, stocks sud bouds.

of the total tuu"fqr #tate and lockl
purposea than it d1d In 1870,
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wealth of Oblo today Is mere tham
$6,000,000,000, while byt u.mmi
000 is on the grand duplicate. An
in making this estimate the cen-
does not  con-

er intangible property as a sepa-
rate item of wealth. If all were re-
turned for tawation, or if there were

priate methods to secure a just con-
tribution from every class of propery,
the per cent of the burden upon the
grand dupleate would be reduced by
far more than half.

POINTS OUT-INIQUITIES.

Tax Commission Writes
About Inequalities.

In the report of the Tax Commission
of Ohlo submitted to the legislature
by Governor Harrls, this strong con-
dempnatory language I8 used In dis-
cussing the Iniguities of the present
tax system; :

First—It punishes the honest. The
taxpayer who undertakes to make a
full return of his cash, credits, stoeka
and bonds, is bound to return them
at thelr trne value In mOney and this
value Ia apparent or so easily ascer-
tainable In most cases as to permit
no difference of opinfon. A deposit In
a solvent bank can not he worth less
than par; a note with good security
by way of mortgage, or otherwise, is
worth (ts face value; while.a bond or
a ghare of stook has generally a fixed
mtriul price, To list these clnsgss
of property at less than their valae
would be as plain a violation of the
law as mot to list them at all, and
yet If the owner returned them for
taxation and they were subjected to
the prevalling rate, he would pay sev-
eral times ng much taxes as the own-
er of tangible property, which had
been assessed at far less than its
true value in money, and In many
cases all his profits from such invest-
ments would be confiscated by the
publle authority. It Is
that with an average tax rate in most
Ohio eities of from 3 to 4 per cent,
the owner of cash In bank or of firat-
class Industrial bonds, or of standard
stock in a forelgn corporation would
thus,'in some Instances not only be
doprived of all returns upon his In-
vestment but would pay a fine in ad-
dition for the privilege of such own-
ership. .

Socond—It rewards the dishonest,
A taxpayer who cares more for his
property than he does for his oath will
not Include, In any return of his own
making, property which he can easlly
hide and the existence of which no
methods have yet been devised which
are adequale to roveal.

Third—It results frequently In dou-
ble taxution. Thia may not be true
with respect to all intangible prop-
erty, but an indisputable case of doeu-
ble taxatlon is found In the attomot
to tax, at the same rate and hy (he
same methods, bhoth land pd  ihe
mortgage upon it. I A" pwaing a
farm worth $10,000 horoooe 15000
upon it he is required to ;o [noes
under the present laws of ¢ hio o
the full value of the farm, while ' 13"
who loans the money payy o= L
the 85,000 mortguge. This 11 ne: ol
double taxation, -but it lmp tee o
burden upon one who ean | a 1 o Tord
to bear i, for the owner of ‘"¢ jnyvl
not only continues to pay tiy & o4
its full value, but he pays 2p & o
of interest on the mortgage wlicl s
computed upon the assumpticn toz!
such mortgage s taxable. In olhoy
words, the borrower pays a hitior
rate of interest than he would irf the
mortgage were not subjoct to taxn-
tlon, and this despite the fact thiit
the mortgage is generally concealed
by the mortgagee. A further resull
of this tion of land and mort-
gages at the same rate |s a discrim-
inatfon against eltizena of Ohlo and
in favor of citinens of other states. A
resident of this state who lends
money secured by a mortgage in Ohlo
Is taxed upon the credit thus created,
whereas o nen-resident, such as a for-
elgn Insurance company, I8 not taxed
npon any fiodebtedness to him se-
cured by a mortgage upon land in this
state. ’

Fourth—It is unjust to the owners
of ull other property. The cscape

Harshly

from taxetion of fully 90 per cent af
all intangible property, which s un-
doubtedly golug ou In Qllo today, In-
eronsen by exgctly 1ts share the bur
don_upon the owners of other prop-
erty and partloularly the owners of

may he, and !
r tixatl
fo “&{
o8, ' €ith

tho aw te,
—It lowers _
And thls is the gravest co:
that can be brought agains’
‘the | t system. [f the attempt
tu tix Intangible ‘propstty by the
. methods as those which apply
lher forms of property were g
A
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Gt
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1 benofit to tlie ktate,

legislative freedom to devise appro- ||

well known |

standard of 1#']"

' Tha .mum
I ephone cofipany,
ninl  feebing
otli~e at Ladue
thiv annual reports
ions  departiments were sul
Hscioping  that the company
done a highly satistactory bul
nest durlug the pust year, .
‘Ine stockholders elected the fol=
loving board of directoyk. M. J,
unttschalk, James Leonard, (1
Btuhl, W, ¥, Knifin, W _ H, John-
son. W, 8§ Crater E,_ B, Mason,
John Marrett and W, ¥, Denman
ihe dlrectors will meet withis thé
ne'x week for organization,

The Pythiun Sisters mel with s large
attendance last night.  Aslde  from
considerivg the regulur business, the
annual {nstallation services were
ducted. Mrs. 8. B, Lewis acted
installing officer and the oath '
adminlstered to the following:
Mrs, Martha Green, past chiel®
(Mrs. Gertrude Baker,
lent chlef; Mirs. ¥1zabeth  Bland,
excellent senlor; Mr=., Berths Count,
excollent junlor; Mrs. Emma Cull,
manager; Mrs. Mayme Morganthaler,
mistress of records and ecorrespond-
ence; Mrs. Joseph’ Unconher, migs
tress of finance; Mre. Al'ce Bibling,
protector; Mrs. 8. Rcalse, outer
guard. - .

Kosclusko Lodge 1, 0, 0. F, met

last night and transacted  routine
business., The lodge will install the
newly eclected officers at. the noxt

meeting, January 20th.

MMlss Caroline !
the members of the M. M, ©. club

Prospect street, There was o lsrge
attendafice of memvers and @ most
enjoyable meeting resulted. After a
season of  neediework, a guessing
contest wns in order, Mrs. C. Mealy
won the honors. Fhllowfingl « the
meeting n soclil hour was  enjoyed.
A dainty luncheon was served brlz

hosless,

The ofpb will next meet, at t
jwome of Miss Martha St/ffler oh "Wdl-
nut street,

Are You Bankrup?

IN NERVE FORCE?

1 l .. h
nw:l ation, ‘mn:?llbl .ap

- "'A
Chate’s Net - Pille, and continued the treat-
ment ustil it restored ms to my
usial strength healh."

For sale ia_Marion, Ohig, by Flock-
n's Drug Store. v 14

_p

£00g¢ Llotes I ‘s

wost  excels

Myers entertaiued
Inst eveniug at her home on Bouth "

- . -
Nerve Pills \
form umu-yiaﬂdhhhm rhich N
construcls netvous encrgy and builds up the
human system. positively averc
the symploms to above ard preveat
and cure the most serious forms of nervous
diseasen, 50 cents & box, st all deslers or
Dr. A. W, Chase Medicine Co., Bulfalo, N.Y
Mise T, Martin, 524 Shermaa Avenus,
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