
A GAINSBOROUGH HAT.

Tw Prtjrv l.an Pantomime wishing-- to see,
I thither one afternoon hied,

Ano ona-kl- illaeovereit that Ihnn T ooild bo
With II ticket supplied ;

In the seeoiel row, though, as It proved, WAS
my place,

An4 nlr'-eti- In front of mo sat
A yonnir lady I cotil'ln't behold in tho face

rW vu wearing-- a UainHbomiiKh Hull

It ww novercd all ovor with something like
thorn,

And rn oloarlr In oxorllent trim,
TThmurh to me It appeared rather small la the

crown
And enormonslr lare In the brlmt

To ineroae Its dimensions there nodded
plume

fmin a rllthnnlsh bow or a plait,
And It oertainly took up a irrent doal of room,

11 this wonderful Gainsborough Hat,

When the onrtnlnsdrow up tbere wore rounds
of applause.

And presently as loud,
irhtle my simple conolusion respecting tho

natise
Waa that somothingdolia-hte- tho crowd;

And to Join, If 1 uould, in their cheerful
1 attfMnptod Arst this war, then that,

Bent forward, leant sideways, sat veer up-
right-

Toa, and so did the Gainsborough Hat.

It was of no use! ThoObstruetlve In front
Fnm nor movements refused to desist l

f)o I found mywelf utterly out of the hunt,
And the pleasure 1 ruiid for wur minted.

That the llrury Lanorantotulmo'a good I'll
Tint to mo Its performance was flat,

Since, though h'virlni; at times what wa said
on tho stage,

1 had awnwell, a Gainsljorough Hat!
MORAL.

r'or every Ituly Is young
Jtmst that my talo will not one of you vex,

If upiLii it tills Moral be hung;
JRemeintier that hend-ge- of every kind

Is opaque; arid remember that,
When you next tu the shall go, leavo

behind
OrolaetoJfs oJT rhe OalnBborouBh Hat!

. .LonIm Graphic.

SAVED BY STRATAGEM.

OiNiiF.it was over at Inst, and Mr.
Walter Currie, English Commissioner
at the station of Hutta-Bag- h,

ill Northern India, had gone out
npon the voranda with his wife and his
two gnosis Colonel Ay res and Major
Armstrong of tho th infantry. While
the party were quietly conversing a
sudden clamor of angry voices from tho
road below drew them all to the front
of the veranda.

The cause of the disturbance was visi-
ble at once. Two English
soldiers, swaggering along the road,
had come into violent contact with a
native boy whj was running past; and
one of them, enraged at the collision,
had foiled Uie poor lad to tho ground,
and was unclasping his own belt with
the evident intention of beating him
unmercifully. ,n u

"Serve the voting whelp rlurht."
shouted the Colonel, rubbing his hands;
44 that's just what they all want."

The other otlloor, Major Armstrong
popularly called Major Strongarm was
a huge, brawny, silent man, whose forte
lay iu noting rather than in talking. To
leap to the ground twelve feet beldw.
to dart across the garden, to vault ovor
the high stockade beyond, was the work
oi a moment lor the atliletio Major; and
in another Instant he had raised the
fallen boy tenderly from the ground,
while saying to the foremost soldier,, in
the low, compressed tone of a man who
means what he says:

"Be off with voul"
" And who the deuce are you, shovin'

ver nnso in whore you ain't wanted?"
roared the infuriated ruiliun, to whose
eyes the Major's plain evening dress
bore: ho token of his being an officer;
"list yon '

The sentence was never finished. At
the sound of that last insolent delinnqe,
Armstrong's surely-trie- d patience gave
way altogether, and the strong right
anno, wmun diui neweu us way mroiurn
a whole squadron of Sikh cavalry, fell
like a sledge hummer upon his oppo-
nent's face, dashing him to the ground
as u ne nod been blown from tne mouth
ufa gun.

"Well done, Major!", shouted Mr,
Currio from above. ')You deserve
your name, nnd no , mistake,'! At the
name of " Major" the other soldier
took to his heels, ami Armstrong, with
out even" looking AC nls prostrate an
tagnnlst, proceeded to examine the in
juries of the' Boy. tho latter was
sorely bruised In many places, and tlo

" blood 'was trickling freely over his
swarthy face; but tne iittlo horu still
did bis best to stand ereot, And to keep
down every sign, of.. the paid, which ihe
was cniliiniig. '

"You're a bravo" lad, and you'l
make , a , spjdior. some day," said tire
Major to Ititn, , in Hindoostancq.
"Come'with me, Acd I'll see that no
one molests you ngaln."

Six months have uomo and gone, and
Mr. Currie'S hospitable huuso presents
a very different spectaule. The pretty
garden is trampled Into dust and niirq,
and the bodies of men and horses are
lying thick among the fragments of the

stockade. Tho Windows
of the house are blocked' Up, and
through the loon-hole- d walls peer tho
muizles of ready rifles, showing hoV
steady the besieged garrison stands si
bay against the countless enemies
whose dark, fierce faces and glittering
weapons are visible amid the half
ruineil building and matted thickets aU
around." The Bopoy mutiny of 1857 1s
blazing sky high over Northern India!
and Colonel Ayrea is blockaded in

with a certainty of a hideout
death for himself and every man of
the few who are still true to him, unr
ltu help come speedily.

Day was just breaking when two
u held whispered counsels in one of

the upper rooms. .

"No fear of the water' running
short," said Major Armstrong; "but
even upon half rations the food will be
out m four days more." '

"And then we'll Just' go right at
them, and out our way through or dlt)
for It" growled the oltl Colonel, With a
grim smile on his iron face, for, with
all bis harshness and Injustice, Colonel
Ayros was "grit" to the backbone.
" We mustn't say anything to them
about It, though,'11 added he, with a
side glance at Mr. Currie, who, itaud
ing in the further corner, was anxious-
ly watching the thin, worn face of bis
sleeping wife.

At that moment a loud oheer from
below startled them boih, and the next
moment Ismail (the " Major's boy," as
arery one now called him) burst Into
the room, with a irlow of unwonted
ettement on his dark face.

"Sahib!" orled he, "there Is hope
for us yell A detachment of English
are coming up the other bank of the
river; if we can send word to them as
they pass, ws are saved!"

"How do you know?" asked the
Major, eagerly.

" I heard tne Sepoys say so while
was lying bid among the bushes yon-
der,' answered the Tad.

"Among the bushes yonder?" roared
the Colonel, facing around. "Have
yon really been in the midst of those

villains, listening to what
thev saidP Whatever did you do that
fcirP"

"I did It for Sahib Armstrong's
sake," replied the boy, proudly, " be-

cause he was good to me."
"But, if the troops are beyond the

river, how van we communicate with

themP" asked Mrs. Currio, who, awak-
ened by the shouting, had risen and
joined the group. "They may not
pass near enough to hear the liring, and
we have no means of sontling them
word."

" Fear nothing for that, mem-sahib- "

(mail am) said the Hindoo boy, quietly;
I will carry them word myself."
"But how can you possibly do ItP"

cried Mr. Currio, thunderstruck by the
confident tone in which this more child
spoke of a task from which the hardiest
veteran might well have shrunk.

" Listen, sahib," answered Ismail.
"I will slip out of the house and make a
dash into the enemy's lines as if I wore
deserting from you to them; and you
can tell your people to fire a shot or two
after mo with blank cartridge as I go.
Then the Sepoys will reoeive me kindly,
ana i n toil tnem mat you re an dying
of thirst, and that they need only wait
one day more to be sure of you, so that
they won't care to make another attack.
Then, when they have no suspicion, and
think I'm quite one of themselves, I'll
steal away and slip across the river.

nut are you quite sure tne sepoys
ill believe you?" asked Major Arm

strong, doubtfully: '

"lhcy'11 believe this, anyhow,", re
plied the boy, deliberately making a
deep gash In his bare shoulder; and
staining hi? white frock with the blood,
as he glided from the room, followed by
the Major.

Ihe plan was soon explained to the
men below, and a moment later Ismail's
dark figure was seen darting like an ar-

row across the open space in front of the
building, followed by a quick discharge,
of blank cartridges from the marksmen
at the loopholes. The sound of firing
drew the attention of the Sepoys, sev-
eral of whom ran foward to meet him.
In another instant he was In the midst
of thorn.

I can scarcely see for those bush
es," said Colonel Ay res; "but beseems
to be showing them the wound on his
shoulder, and telling them it was our
doing."-

At that moment an exultant yellfrom
tho enomy came peeling throught: the
still air.

That's the story of our beintr short
of water, for a guineal" said the Major;

it was a very good Idea of his. if it
only delays their attack two days longer
there may be time lor help to arnvo
yet."

Slowly and wearily tho long hours oi
that fearful day wore on. The heat was
so terrillc that even the native soldiers
of the garrison could barely hold their
own against it, and the handful of r.n
glishmen were almost helpless. Had
the Sepoys attacked them then,! All
would have been over at one blow, but
hour passed after hour, and there was
no sign of an assault. At length, as aft-
ernoon gave place to evening, a move
ment began to show itself in the ene
my's lines. Their curls of smoke, rising
above tne trees, snowed that the ovon-in-

meal was In preparation, and sev-
eral figures with pitohors in their hands,
were soon going toward the river.
among whom the Colonel's keen eye
soon (leiootea ismau.

" By George!" cried the old soldier,
slapping his knee exultingly, " that
lad s worth his weight in gold! There's
his way down to the river right open to
him, without the least chance of sus- -

fiicinnl Why, he's abornGeneral noth

Every eye'within the walls was now
turned anxiously upon the distant group
foarinor in see at anv moment soma
movement which woultf show that the
trick was defected. How did Ismail
moan to accomplish his purpose P

Would ho plunge boldly Into' the riyer
without any disguise, or had he some
further stratagem in preparation P No
one could say. Suddenly, as Ismail
stooped to plunge his light wooden dip--
icr into the water, it supped from ins
lands and went Hosting away down the

stream. A cry of dismay, a loud laugh
from the Sepoys, and then the boy was
seen running frantically along the bank,
and trying in vain to clutch the vessel
as it Honied past.

"What on earth's he up to P" grunted
the Colonel, completely mystilied.

"I see!" cried Major Armstrong, tri
umphantly; "there's u boat' yonder
among the reeds, and he's making right
for Ik. Well done, my brave boy!"

But at that moment, a yell of rage
from the Sepoys told that the trick was
discovered. Luckily, those on the bank
had left their pieces behind, or poor
ismau would soon nave been disponed
of; but the alarm Instantly brought up s
orowd of their armed comrades, whose
bullets fell like hail around the boat
and Its gallant little pilot,

" Let us fire a volley and make a shot
of sallying out," said the Colonel; " It'll
take their attention from him."

But in this he was mistaken. The
first rattle of musketry did indeed re
call most of Ismail's assailants, but at
least a dozen were left who kept up an
unceasing tire, striking the boat again
and again. All at once the Colonel
dashed his glass to the 'floor with
frightful oath. Between two gusts of
smoke he had soen the boat turn sud
denly over, and go whirling away down

" There's an end of the poor lad.V
muttered the veteran, brokenly, "God
bless him for a brave little fellow. And
now, old friend, we must Just die hard,
for there's no hone left."

The first few hours of the night
passed quietly, and the exhausted de-

le nde re, utterly worn out, slept as if
drugged with opium. But a little after
midnight, the quick ears of thetwovetf
bran oillucrs the only watchers 111 the
whole garrison, exuent the sentries
themselves caught a tuint stirring in
the surrounding thickets, which seemed
to argue some movement on the part of
the enemy. Listening Intently for a
few moments, they felt certain that
they were right, and lost no time in
awakening their men. The scanty!
stores oi food were opeued once more,
and, orouohing together In the dark'
ness, the doomed men took what they
fully believed to be their last meal on
earth. .1.' "They're ooming," said Major Am
strong, straining his eves Into the gloom
through a loophole. " I hear them creep
ing forward, though I ouu't yet see
mom." '

" What the deuce ' was thatP" ex-

claimed the Colonel, suddenly. " It
looked like a tlery arrow Hying past."

" It's worse than that," said the Ma-
jor, in a low voice. " The rascals are
shooting lighted chips of bamboo on to
the root to set it on lire. Send the
women up with buckets to Hood the

1 thatch there s not a moment to lose!"
" I'll go and see to It myself!" cried

Mrs. Currie, hastening out of the room.
But the power of this new weapon

had already become fatally manifest.
The house was an old one, dry as tinder
from the prolonged heat, and as fast as
the Haines were quenched in one place
they broke out iu another. When dv
dawned the tire had already got a Hrm
hold of one corner of the building, and
a orushing discharge was pouredupon
all who attempted to extinguish it, while
the triumphaut yells of the uuman tigers

below told that thoy felt sure of thoir
prey.

it s an over wttn ns, out muow,"
said the Colonel, grasping his old com.
ratio s hand; "but, at least, we shall
have done our duty."

" Give me one of your pistols," whis
pered Mrs. Currio to her husband, in
voice that was not her own. "I must
not fall into their hands alive."

At that moment Malor Armstrong
was seon to start and bend forward as if
listening intently, for he thoiight al-

though he could scarcely bolieve his
ears that he had suddenly caught a
faint sound of distant tiring. In anoth-
er instant he heard It again, and this
time there could be no more doubt, for
several of the others had caught it like-
wise, and a gleam of hope once more
lighted up their haggard faces and
blood-sh- eyes. lxuder and nearer
came the welcome sound, while the
sudden terror and confusion visible
among the enemy showed that thoy,
too, were at no loss to guess Its mean-
ing. Then high above all the din rose
the n " Hurrah I" and through
the smoke-cloud- s broke a charging line
of glittering bayonets and ruddy En
glish lacos, sweeping away the cowardl-
y murderers as the sun chases the
morning mist.

" that boy's worth his weight in
gold," Baid Colonel Aycrs, as, a few
hours later, ho listened to Ismail's

of how he had dived under the
boat and kept it between himself And
tho Sepoys, that thoy might think him
drowned.

Maple-Sug- Weather.

The mild, spring-lik- o weather we
have been enjoying is called in North-
ern New England "good sap weather,"
and that it has proved so In some re
gions already Is proven by the appearance
oi maple sugar in this market. Xhe su-

gar season generally sets in about the
loth oi March, but, like everything else
this year it appears to be ahead of
time. Tho sugar camp is a grant! insti-
tution in the States north of us, and is
the first active, bustling indication that
spring is really dawning. Alternating
warm and cold wcatner are necessary
for successful sapping. Should the
thawing and the sunshine continue
two or three days without a freeze,
the sap will stop running, though why
this is the cose is not very clear, yet all
mnple-suga- r makers find this out by
experience. In new countries maple
trees have undergone the yearly process
of tapping for twenty or thirty years
without deteriorating in their sap-pro- -

ducing quaiitlos, Dut, on tne contrary,
the sap is said to gain in sweetness the
longer the old trees have been subjected
to the process.

Indians understood sugar-makin- g

from the maole trees, and the process
was learned from them, though of a
rude and pristine character, by the Drst
white settlers. About the beginning of
the present century a large party of
trench emigrants, Including nobles ana
priests, who were exiled from their
country In oonsequonce of the revolu-
tion, purchased a large maple forest
near the head oi Black Kiver, m Worth
era New York, and so little did they
know of sugar-makin- thoy tappod
their trees in the summer-tim- e, and
what was the most ridiculous part of
the operation instead of using the
very simple instrument, the "spile,"
which was customary among the na-
tives, they Improved on the Tatter, and
inserted a " robinut," with a stop-coc- k

at tne end, to turn on and on tne flow
ing llqlior, such as is used in drawing
out the contents of a' wins-cas- This
new wrinkle of these French philoso
phers excited such ridioule among the
Americans mat tne event was cole-
brated by striking 'off a medal repre
senting a maple tree tapped in the man'
ner above stated, and some of these
medals are still in existence. Norwich

A Broadway (New York) Jam.

You have read of thom, but porhaps
yon were never on the spot whon a
street jam occurred. Think first of the
number of vehicles passing up and
down two lines to tho right going up
and two to the right going down, and of
thoir miscellaneous oharacter. A coupe
is followed by a big mail wagon, thut
by a butcher-car- t, that by a phaeton,
that by an omnibus, and perhaps a load
of hay comes next. Stand horo with
me at the corner of Broadway and
Chambers street. It is ten o'clock in
the forenoon. ' As far as vou can seo,i
up or down, Broadway rs full of moving
vehicles moving on and on as U noth-
ing but a stone wall could cheek their
progress.. The roar is deafening. The
sight is grand. It is a living panorama
which thrills and excites you, i and
makes you heedless of the procession
oi pedestrians on tne walks. An I

What's that! The stones In the road-
way are like gloss, One of a pair of
horses hitched to a truck slips, plunges
forward slips again, and, wheeling to
the left, falls flat on the street.' This is
on the right-han-d side looking up the
street. The two lines of vehicles going
down nave room to pass, but a team
turning out from behind the fallen
horse locks wheels with an ice waeron.
and Broadway is In an Instant blocked
from the uattery to. atowart s. .Look
either way ami you soe that every ve-
hicle has oome to a standstill, the roar
has oeased, wheels are still, and the
sudden silence almoBt frightens voul
This for fifteen seoonds, which seems
five minutes to you, and then drivers
rise from their seats, whips nourish anil
crack, horses roar and wheels rub, and
yells, oaths, ' shouts and screams echo
up and down.

" tilt out o' the way!"
" Haul that horse out of the street!")
" Tear his wagon to pieces!"
"Look out there! rveep on my

wheels!''
How will they ever break such a jamP

Who has tlut power to set this tide
moving again P . Two miles of vehicles
are jammed - together a thousand
wheels are locked fast. .Five ton
thirty a hundred men swarm around
the fallen horse In a minute. They seize
him and lift him npon his feet as If he
were an overturned hobby-hors-

' He
is badly hurt and cannot stuud. The
vello from nn the street arrow louder
the snouts iiom uown tne street are
oouuled with threats. Otf comes the
harness, the horse is almost carried into
Chambers stroot, and then lilty ruon
rush bis mate and the. heavy wagon
alter him. ,

"Hi! thereP',
"Lookoutr Lookout!": !l

" Out 'o the wav shear
off!" !,.,) -- ..ii .. .

' Crack snap -- whlp-pull move,
and lo! the jam Is broken, the tide
moves, and the deafening roar ecmiej
back to your ears with the old familiar
sound. You may see one of these jams
during your first hour in New York
you may be there for months and only
hear tell of them." M. Quad" tr Ve- -

rott t ret rre.
Till wealth of Harvard University

nas increases jj,uw,wy since ioiu.

Some Speculations on the Possible Age
of Man.

We have boon so long acoustomed to
ook upon man as a creature of yestor- -

day that it almost takes our breath
away even to be told that he probably
procodod tne glacial epoch some two
hundred thousand yoars ago. But thon
to be asked to believe that tho

men thomselvos wore compara-
tively late and specimens
of humanity is perhaps too much for our
wenk faith. Yot the Abbe Bourgeois
has found a clue which may rtossiblv
help to bridge ovor the gap and to lead
us into embracing even this last and
most dtmouit clause in the modern
scicntilio creed. In the calcalre de
Beauce, a French miocene stratum, the
fearless abbe has ventured to dlscovor
flint objects which he belioves to bo hu-
man or semi-huma- n implements. They
consist of flakes, not chipped off by a
blow like the palieolitlno knives, nut
apparently split by means of fire.
Specimens oi these presumed flint
weapons were exhibited at the An-

thropological Congress at Paris last
year, and were allowed by many ex-

perts to look suspiciously like the handi-
craft of man. Even earlior than the
Abbe Bourgeois' discovery bones had
been observed at St. l'rcst which ap-

peared as though they had been cut
with a sharp Instrument say a primeval
stone hatchet. But, if those observa
tions are really correct, then we must
push bock the. first appearance of man,
or, at least, of a weapon-makin- g

animal, far into tho past of the
tertiary formations. The time which
elapsed between the Miocene or
i'liocene periods and the days of
the must be reckoned, in
all probability, not by hundreds of
thousands, but by millions of years. 1

cannot pretend that these data are
very certain, but, at any rate, whon we
consider the many marks of compara
tively "tg" uiuuvbuuii exiuoiteu uy
palicolithic man, they need not be

as preposterous or extrava
gant. Just as we know little about the
previous history of man during the
time wmch precedes our glimpse of
his existence In the palmolithic stace.
so we know little about him in the long
interval which separates that stage
from the all but historical neolithic
period. The glacial epoch seems to
have swent awav almost the wholn
fauna, and a large part of the flora, of
northern Europe, and with it the block
fellows who worked the flints of Ax-

mouth and of St. Achetil. For about
one hundred and fifty thousand years,
rougruy speaking, .cngiana and tne op
posite continent seem to have been un-
inhabited by the human race. When
next we find traces of man's occupa
tion, in tne neolithic burial-ground- s,

man had progressed to a far higher
grade of practical arts, and the face of
the European fauna had entirely al-

tered. The great river-horse- s, mam-
moths, elks and reindeer were gone,
and in their place roamed the familiar
denizens of our modern forests. The
Mongolian or Eukarian inhabitants
were men who used exquisitely
polished hatchets of green stone.
whose material was brought bV a

regular commerce from the dis
tant tvuen-iAi- n Mountains oi Uen-
tral Asia. They knew bow to make
pottery; they dwelt in regular and well-bui- lt

villages; they buried their dead in
splendid tumuli. They hod fixed gov-
ernment by chieftains, for whom these
tumuli were raised, ihey had reached
at least one great religious Idea, that of
human immortality; for beside the
corpses of thoir chleltains thev nlaoed
the weapons and ornaments which they
would need in the other world. They
lived mainly or entirely upon thoir do
mesticated animals tho cow, sheep.
pig and goat. They trained the dog

tl I v:.. triu assist. Liiuui ill mull uuutiug oxpuui
tions. Thoy cultivated wheat and bar
ley, which they crushed with corn- -
breakers into rough meal. They even
tilled flax and wove from it ooarse linen
cloth. Such regular government, set
tled communities, fixed kingship, relig-
ious belief, domestication of animals
and advanced tillage show, of course,
that immense strides in civilization had
boon made between tho two Doriods.
The men who came back to Northern
Europe in the neolithic epoch must have
been developing and improving for ages
elsewhere botore they could have reach
ed bo high a type of culture. We do
not yet Know where the intermediate
stages were passed; and it may perhaps
happen that no record of the nassaire
from tho clippod-tlin- t stage to the pol- -
lshed-ston- o stage anywhere exists. Dut
whon the rest of the world has been as
thoroughly explored as Northwestern
Eurono we mav reasonably hooe for
some further light upon the intermodi
ate steps. VomAilf JHagaxmt.

The President of the Supreme Executive

Commission of Russia.
Genkral Louis Mklucokf is the son

of an Armenian merchant, and began his
military career-a- s an oHloer in a Hussar
reirlment in St. retersbnrg. Mis talents
were ruoocnized bv Mouravieff. the
Governor General of the Caucasus, but
until the opening of the campaign of
1BV ne nod never had an opportunity
to handle a large body of troops, or to
team the science of war In the open
field. He was selected, however, as
the commander of the priucipal column
whloh invadod Armenia from the line
of the Cauoaaus, and in the end justi
fied the sagacity of the Russian War
Oillce. The plan of canioaiirn which
had been adopted by the headquarters
staff - was exceedingly brilliant, but
it was based 'upon the hominal rather
than the available strength of the army.
U the 170,000 men called for by tne
estimates hod been ready for aotlve op
erations the eonoeutrio movement of
three columns upon Erzeroum Would
have resulted in a speedy and over
whelming triumph. ' uut tne nominal
atrenirth nf the nrrnv was acarcelv 100.
000 men, and neither MelikolTs pa
tience nor Tergukassotrs courage could
compensate for the default in the orig-
inal estimates. Arduhan was carried
by storm. Kars was invested, Mukh
tar was forced back to the mountains,
and the appearance of the Bayazld col
umn on the flank was anxiously await
ed. The Turkish commander at the
critical moment took advantage of
shorter lines of communication, and by
weakening his center, massed his forces
against the Russian left wing. Meli-ko- tf

attacked the enemy in front; and
after a severe repulse retreated toward
Kars. The left win?, alter winuing
victory at Zaidikhan, was forced to re
tire and its communica
tions with Erivan. The investment of
Kars and Batuin was abandoned, and
Melikoffs campaigns seemed to have
ended midwav in disaster.

' Although it was reported that Melt
koff had been removed from command
Itt disgrace, the Grand Duke Michael
was willing to give him a chance to re
trieve nis reputation. ne reauiueu
operations about the middle of August,
two months after the retreat from the
mountains, and lost one of his advanced
positions. The Russian forces , were

then concentrated and heavily rein-
forced, and by brilliant generalship
Mukhtar's army was cut iu two. The
battle of Alatlja was an overwhelming
victory for the Russians, and the vic
torious commandor lost no time in fol- -
owlng up his success. He pursued

Mukhtar to Kars, and again defeated
im at Dove-Bovu- Ihe storming of

Kars on November 18 was the most
brilliant achievement of the war. Al-

though a night attack on Erzoroum was
repulsed, the town was closely Invested,
and by this series oi successes the Rus
sians were virtually masters of Armenia.

Melikon is a handsome sop.ier, with
black curly hair, large, dark sparkling
eyes, a somewhat bronzod complexion,
and features which, without being
quite regular, are comely and refined.
Ho is of middle stature, of a slight,
nervous structure, and spare In person.
His manners are polished and extreme- -

altable, while his conversation Is
lively and easy. Ho has been one of
the most successful of the military
Jovornors who have been invested with

supreme power in their districts during
the last year. He Is a man of great
and varied accomplishments, in addi-
tion to his native language, Armenian,
he is familiar with and speaks Russian,
Turkish, I'orsian and French, but is
ignorant of German and English. He
was a great favorite with his soldiers.
Ho visited thorn In their bivouacs.
tasted thoir soup, and inquired after
thoir comfort. He toolt especial care
of tho sick, frequently inspecting the
field hospitals and ambulances. At the
same time, he wns a strict disciplina-
rian, and required from all, and par
ticularly from the
officers of his army, a punctual per
formance of their duty, tlis age is
fifty-seve- n. N. Y. Tribune.

A Peep Into Royal Treasuries.

Tub Hasne, or Imperial Treasury, of
Uonstantinople, contains a costly col-

lection of ancient armor and coats of
mail worn by the Sultans. The most
remarkable is that of Sultan Murad II.,
the conqueror of Bncrdad. Ihe head
piece of this suit is of gold and silver,
almost covered with procious stones;
the diadom surrounding the turban is
composed of throe emeralds of the
purest water and large size, while the
collar is formed of twenty-tw- o large and
mngnincent diamonds.

In the same collection is a curious
ornament, in the shape of an elephant,
of massive gold, standing on a pedestal
formed of enormous pearls placed side
by side. Ihere is also a table, thickly
inlaid with Oriental topazes, presented
by the Empress Catherine of Russia to
the Vizier Bultadji Mustapha, together
with a very remarkable collection of
ancient costumes, trimmed with rare
furs, and literally covered with
precious stones. 'Ihe divans and
cushions, formerly in the throne-roo-

of the Sultans, are gorgeous; the stuff
oi which the cushions are mode is pure
tissue of gold, without any mixture of
silk whatever, and is embroidered with
pearls, weighing about thirty-si- x hun
dred drachmas. Children's cradles of
solid gold, inlaid with precious stones;
vases oi immense value in l,

gold and silver, inorusted with rubies,
emeralds and diamonds; daggers.
swords and shields, beautifully wrought
and ricniy jeweled -- an ton a story oi
ancient grandeur and wealth, when the
Ottoman power was a reality, and
Western Europe trembled before the
descendant of the son oi Amurath.

Notwithstanding these jeweled
riches of Turkey, however, they are
surpassed by the splendor of the Shah
of Persia's Treasury, the contents of
which have accumulated in successive
periods.

xvanir anan oi rersia, in the nrst nait
of the eighteenth century, amassed
enormous riches by the spoils of war.
He is said to have had a tent made so
magnificent and costly as to appear al-

most fabulous. Tho outside was cov
ered with fine scarlet broadcloth, the
lining was of violet-colore- d satin; on
which wore representations of all the
birds and boasts in the creation, with
trees and Uowers; the whole made of
pearls, diamonds, rubies, emeralds,
amethysts and othor procious stones;
and the tent-pol- were decorated in
like manner. On both sides of the pea-
cock throne was a screen, on which
were the figures of two angels in pre- -
oious stones. ,

This splendid tent was displayed on
all festivals in the public hall at Herat
during the remainder of Nadir Shah's
reign.

It would be impos9ibe to describe In
a short article the splendor of the Per-
sian Treasury. One extraordinary ob-

ject may be mentioned: a two-fo-

globe covered with jewels from the
north pole to the extremities of the
tripod on which the gemmed sphere is
placed. His Majesty had coats em-
broidered with diamonds and emeralds,
rubies, pearls and garnets; he had jew-
eled swords and daggers without num-
ber; so because he did not know what
else to do with the rest of his jewels
he ordered the globe to be constructed
and covered with gems; the over-
spreading sea to be of emeralds, and
the kingdoms of the world to be distin-
guished by jewels of different oolor.
llarper't Young Peopl. ,

Visiting Cards.

Visiting) cards have eurrcnoy through-
out the civilized world; they are a mod-
ern invention, and, like all truly good
things, they have a tendency to be sim-
ple. Visiting cards originated with the
Chinese, and there are those who main-
tain that the Chinese are tile politest
people on earth. In China, rank is ex.
pressed by the size of the visiting card.
When McCartney had occasion to visit
Peking as the representative of the
British Government, a number of serv-
ants carried a big bundle into his reception-
-room, which, when unrolled, cov-
ered nearly the whole floor of the large
chamber; it was the visiting card of the
Chinese Emperor.

The people of Europe adopted visit-
ing oards a little over a hundred years
ago, when the influence of Chinese fash-
ions was greater than It is now. Iu
America the general use of visiting
oards is of recent origin, and many of
our most renowned patriots never had
any; or they used the backs of playing
cards, or whatever else came to hand.
During the era preceding the French
revolution all gentlemen of education
tried to be gallants, and all ladies tried
to be reigning belles. In making calls
they had to inscribe thoir names in a
book kept for that purpose by porters.
This was inoonvemont for many rea-
sons. The people dressed for a call
found It inconvenient to write, and the
French ladies in particular wrote more
or loss badly. The wicked world pro-
tests to this day that many great ladies
do not write very elegantly or very cor
rectlythat is to say, French ladies.
A printed or engraved card was an ad'
mirable substitute, and the fashion of
Paris soon spread over the world.

Tho earliest visiting eards of France
were done up In the rococo style, and

oontained full announcements, such as
the visit of the Countess Wontlt rful,"

or "tho Marquis of Emerald has tho
honor to wish you a happy now year."
Thnso early fashions were superseded
by the classicists. Thoy represent nd A a
wanderer among the ruins of Athons
deciphering an inscription which repre-
sented the name of the caller. The
visiting oards of Louis XVI. wnro
adorned with flowers and birds. Tho
artists excelled in adorning their cards,
and ladies usually saturated them with
thoir favorite perfumo. Under the First
Empire, all cards were plain or orna-
mented with some allegorical allusion to
Greece or Rome. The restoration In
troduced little ornaments in pink, sepia
or many-colore- d etlgcs. Under Louis
rninppo, noavy rsristoi-boar- d cards oi
good size bore the caller's name in a
very dolicote form to Indicate the
modesty of the grent. It was thon cus-
tomary to have small cards with very
great names, and in the early days of
photography some people had thoir
cards embellished with thoir portrait.

More recently, and especially In this
country, all visiting curds are rather
plain, and they are very much alike.
As a rule, engraved cards are preferred,
and the tendency is to leave off as
much as possible, except tho name.
People of standing think it below thoir
dignity to add their rank or their ad-

dress, taking it for granted that these
matters are generally known or easily
learned from directories. In leaving
cards they avoid adtlitional messages
or signs, the card itself being supposed
to tell its tale, and, it left by the owner
in person, to confer honor enough for
one day. Servants are not allowed to
fold cards, as a folded card is supposed
to come directly from the person whose
name it bears. Ihere has of late been
a tendency to add ornaments to cards,
also titles or crowns, and gentlemen of
reputation like to add "Mr." as a mark
of special modesty. But the simpler a
card is the better It answers its pur
pose, which is no other than to take the
place of the person itself on occasions
where the reception of the owner
would be inconvonicnt on either side,
or a useless ceremony. Gentlemen, in
calling on ladies, often make it a point
to use cards lor the purpose oi giving
latucs an opportunity to discontinue an
acquaintance in a graceful manner. If
a lady declines to see a gentleman onoe
or twice, the gentleman knows what
that means, and he withdraws by leav-
ing his card once more without asking
to be received. isoston uransenpt.

Why the Sky Appears Blue.

"Why is the sky bluoP" is a question,
says a recent number of the Academy,
which has often been asked, but never
satisfactorily answered. Holmholtz of
fered an explanation which depended
on the reflection of solar light by the
air particles in the atmoshere. These
particles being very minute, would re
fleet preferably the shortest woves of
light, namoly, blue waves, while they
would allow the longer waves
corresponding to green and red
light, to pass through thom; just as a
log of wood floating on the surface of
still water would throw off the tiny
wavelets caused by a falling drop in its
neighborhood, while the same log in
long ocean swells would be tossed too
and fro without noticably impeding the
progress of the waves.

Dr. E. L. Nichols (in the Philosophical
Maqaxme for December) has propound'
ed another view, which has much to
recommend it. According to Young
and Holmholtz s theory oi color-i-

prossion thero are in the eye three sets
of nerve-termin- i, one set chiefly influ-
enced by the ted, another by the
preen, the third bv the violet ravs. The
impression of color is t"ie resultant of
the intensities of these three effects.
The impression upon these nerves is
not directly proportional to the intensi-
ty of the ray, tle different nerve-termi-

being subject to different laws
lor very feeble rays the "violet'
nerves are very sensitive, while the
"green" and "rod" nerves soaroely act
at all. As the light increases in intensity
the "rod" and "green" nerves increase
In activity, while the "violet" nerves
become tired and dazzled. For rays
of dazzling brilliancy the "red" nerves
are in their most sensitive condition
Thus, of the simple colors, as the
brightness increases, rod and green
change to yellow, blue becomes white,
uaYiiKiii. ni urumary luiuuniLiea nuucui
the three sots of nerve-termi- equally
the resultant impression is whiteness
Noar ,li;,,l,t la itninln ll.o li.rlit of the
sun weakened by manifold diffuse re
flections, llie direct rays oi tne sun,
as we lot thom fall upon' any colorless
object, appear also a white light; but
on attempting at noon on a clear day
to gaze into the sun s face tne impres-
sion is of blinding yellow. It is not
that the direct rays differ in composi
tion from diffuse daylight, but that the

violet nerves cannot transmit tne
action of such strong light. The moon
with enormously less illuminating power
than the sun, seems bright, and is far
brighter than the open, sky. in pass
ing from the Intensity of the moon
rays to those reaching us from a corre-
sponding bit of the open sky, we may,
perhaps, take a step as great as that
between the brightness of the snn and
moon, in general, wnite ugnt win ap-
pear bluer and bluer as its intensity
diminishes, and this law will apply to
the skies; as the light they reflect be
comes fainter and luinter they will in
crease in blueness, even though the
liirht bv the process of reneotion sutler
no change in composition. Scientific
American.

"Visiting" in Washington.

Mabt Clemmbk says that In no other
American city is visiting carried to such
an extent as in Washington. Every
ladv " in societv" has her day for re
ceiving calls, and the distribution of
oards is enormous. But colls may be
made extensively without invitation.
"When strangers visit Washington,'
she adds, " and take up their abode at
a hotel, they nave only to discover the
davs of publia reception, hire a hack,
and proceed to visit. On Monday thev
can go to the homes of the Judges of
the Supreme Court and othor courts; on
Wednesday they can call on the Cabinet
ladies; on Thursday visit all the Sena-
torial families, and on Saturday go to
the White House to see Mrs. Hayes. 1

every drawing-roo- the visitors will
find standinur in its center from one to a
dozen ladies, richly attired, receiving
all with politeness, few with that

charm which makes thef;raoioua feel at home. This is not
strange. These ladies are compelled so
constantly to greet so many whom they
do not know that the task becomes not
only monotonous, but irksome. These
calls involve no personal recognition.
The lady who received you on WedneS'
day in her own parlor, on Thursday may
meet you on the street without a glance
of recognition.

A tableau is frequently nothing
tableau about. ,

The St. Gothard Tunnel.

FkbiiharY 5!). 1HM0. will be memora
ble for something more than Its bissex-
tile significance, or the fact of its giving

fifth Sunday to rebruary, an evont
which will not happen airr.in in forty
yoars; It must also be recorded as the
day on wnien the snait oi tne largest,
tunnel In the world was pierced through
to the end, and on whloh ths practical
success of one of the grandest engineer-
ing works of modern times was finally
demonstrated.

A dispatch went to London yesterday
morning from Berne, Switzoriand, and
was duly transmitted to the new world,
to tho effect that Mount St. Gothard
had been perforated to the whole length
of the groat tunnel at pine o'clock on
that day. Tho contract demanded that
this work should be complctod by
August 7, 1880; and the task lias con
sequently been finished some months
before the timo agreed upon, me con-
summation of the colossal undertaking
is noteworthy In more ways than one.
The tunnel will constitute the line of
shortest transit from the valloy of the
Rhine to tho Mediterranean Sea; and
from the facilities It will afford must bo
of the highest importonce to Italy as
well as to licrmany and Switzerland,
whntovor may be its relative bearing
upon the interests of France. '

Tho St. Gotbard Tunnol is nine and
a quarter miles long, has been boretl
through in less than seven and a half
yoars, and isto cost by contract $9,700,-00-

whilo the Mount Cenis Tunnel is a
little less than eight miles long and was
constructed in thirteen years, nf a costof
$15,000,000; and the Hoosac Tunnel,
four miles and throe-quarte- long, con-
sumed eleven years in building, and an
outlay of $13,000,000, Thus the St.
Gothard work exhibits a docided ad
vantage In pomt of both time and ex-

pense; an advantage which may be
briefly accounted for by experience,
improved tools and superior explosives.
Dynamite was unknown, for example,
until the Mount Cenis Tunnel, finished
in 1870, was far advanced toward com-
pletion; and the drilling machinery em
ployed at St. Gothard was the la-

borious fruit of Invention begotten not
of necessity alone but of countless
difficulties and failures that had gone
before.

A groat gain is secured by the St.
Gothard Tunnel for the commerce and
the travel of the three contributing
nations, and, in a measure, for all the
people of Europe. But this does not
represent all the good that the com-
pletion of the work will do tor the
world, ihere nave neon peculiar onn-culti-

in the construction of this tun-
nel. It has been necessary to contend
with a perpetual caving in of rock and
irruption of water. But these obsta-
cles have been met and overcome with
greater ease than have been more
formidable obstacles before. Hence
the accomplishment of the task is an
encouragement to tho construction of
tunnels wherever commerce or conven-
ience may indicate their utility. If
the gigantic Mount St. Gothard, which
is almost a mass of solid rock, can be
thus ploroed by a shaft neorly ton
miles long, shorter tunnels through
easier routes will cease to be regarded
as difficult and still less as impossiole.
In a word, thero will now, we may con-
fidently affirm, be no mountain or river
that a tunnel will not hereafter go
thfotiirh or under when the exigencies
of trade or of rapid transit require such
a project to be undertaken.

Ihe Immediate bearing of this con
summation, then, upon the United
States, and in tho, immedidate future
upon the city of New York is plnin.
Already a tunnel is in progress under
the Hudson River. But a tunnel will
also be required in time under the East
River, and, in further time, as suggest
ed by the Evening Post, when discussing
the subject some months ago, a tunnol
under the Narrows to connect with a
similar work under the Kill Von Kull,
and thus to complete a circle of metro-
politan rapid transit may cease to ap-

pear visionary. Each new achievement
in the way of tunnel building at all
events serves to stimulate similar use-
ful impiovemente elsewhere, and thus
the piercing of Mount St. Gothard is a
spur to enterprise in the new world, as
well as a solid benetlt to the old. N. x.
Evening Post.

A Strange Case.

Nearly two months airo a vouth bv
the name of Huston brought on an
fray with a Mr. McClelland, a mer-
chant of New Philadelphia, a small vil
lage eight miles northeast of baleni.
Huston threw a brick at his opponent,
striking above the left ear, and break
ing both tables of the skull bone. The
course of the fracture was such as to
involve the third convolution of Broca's
region.

After lying in a precarious condition
for a time, Mr. McClelland has recov
ered so far as to be able to come to
Salem for the purpose of attending an
examination of the case before Esquire
w ard. It was found, however, that he
was not able to testify. While he is
perfeotly rational, Mr. M. has not the
power to frame his thoughts into lan-
guage. The day previous t that set
for the trial, on being asked to describe
the circumstances, he began: "I was
nailing up " Here he paused, unable
to advanoe, and the word fence being
suggested he nodded his head in the af-

firmative. He then continued, but aft-
er uttering four or five words again
stopped, unable to proceed till the
proper words were suggested. It is in
this manner only that ne is able to con-
verse at all: The same difficulty occurs
on his attempting to write. He can
often tell one name of a person whom
he seas without being able to give the
other. His condition is slowly improv-
ing, but there is great doubt as to
whether he will fully recover.

The oircumstanccs of the affray are
said to be these: Young Huston had
been ordered out of McCVolland's store,
and, a few days after, passed where the
latter was repairing a fenoe. Huston
directed M. to lay down his hatchet, as
he meant to whip him. M. refused,
whereupon Huston seized a club and
made the attack, finally breaking the
olub, M. meanwhile using his hatchet.
Huston then seized a brick. A gentle-
man attempted to separate them and to
prevent the throwing of tho brick, but
Huston threw over his shoulder, with
the result above stated. McClelland is
about forty years old. Salem (nd.)
Cor. Cincinnati Oatettc.

It is a curious fact that plants In rel-
atively high latitudes have more aro-
matic' fruits, foliage of a deeper green
and richer essontial oils than similar
plants growing in more southerly re-

gions. Wasakine attributes these and
other differences to the action of the
prolonged daylight of the summer
months in the north.

Stagnant and impure water which
cows drink while at pasturage is one of
the most prominent causes of bad odor
in milk.


