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made many class conscious socialists.
It lacked either the knowledge, or the
courage to fearlessly stand by, and ex-

plain, the essential principles of the
cause. Perhaps, because most of its
Veaders were fnrmcrs and the law of
economic determinism is a universal
law.

They were not socialists but 'Appeal'
readers, who, shortly after Olive ar-

rived organized the local at Boulder,
and later in the year, ,put a ticket
in the field, on the usual middle west
socialist party platform. The platform
was composed chiefly of immediate de-

mands. It decried high taxes poor
roads, dishonest officials, and com-

mission hoti3e rapacity. In short it was
almost entirely, agrarian and reform-istic- .

The petite bourgeois elements,
the struggling farmer, the hard pressed
real-estat- e men called themselves the
working class. They sought to get pro-

tection for their small individualistic
interests; under constitutions and laws
which are made, and administered, in
the interest of large aggregates of
capital. They reasoned from tho viow
point of private owners, and hence
fear to tell the truth about private
ownership, and its destiny, lest private
owners should refuse to vote. Vote for
them on election day

Olive who had been present at their
Convention, se.it a copy of their plat-
form to Jack, and asked him for his
opinion of its merits. This the hoy
gave in a letter of nearly fifty pages,
in which he carefully sketched the
evolution of the machine from its in-

ception to the present time. He pointed
out that at one time, in this rmntry.
every tradesman had been in n posi-
tion similar to that of the modern
farmer "The modern farmer" said he,
"is the last of tho ccoiiemic Mohicaus.
ITo is a hold over from a age.
He is out of place in modem industrial
society. The development of the. ma-
chine as forced collectivism in in-

dustry, but the farmer itill Ings be-

hind. As well might the dinasaur
dream that he would be a deer, as
the farmer to attempt to be a social-
ist. The modern farmer is unripo fruit
for the socialist philosophy." And
after dwelling at some lenght on this
theme he said,

"There was a time when evory
tradesman owned his tools, his shop,
his goods, even as the farmer owns,
(generally subject to mortgago) hia
land, his tools, his grain or fruit,
which he mint sell in the open
market." He pointed out that the
advent of the spinning jenny and tho
loom, had driven the individualistic
weaver into the factory, and had de-

stroyed the homo as an economic unit.
The weaver no longer sells his products
hnt is the source of a commodity, that
it labor power. Which factory owucrs
buy from him instead of his goods.
In the olden times the weaver sold his
product, in modern timee ho sells his
skill and strength. In olden times the
miner sold hii product, so did the shoe
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maker, the miller, the tailor etc., but
now they all sell their life to a master,
that is they sell their power to work.
This process has built up our large
'ities and developed an immense pro-
letarian or as it may be called prop-ertylos-

population. This population is

the blood of the new order. From it
must spring the new social state.
Capitalism must first destroy the in-

dividualistic farm before socialism' can
touch the farmer. Of course there may
be isolated exceptions, but these onl"
prove the rule.

He argued, that the working man
was not more virtuous nor honest than
the farmer, but that the two approach-
ed political problems from an entirely
different view point, and that con-

sequently co operation between the two
could be little more than an idle
dream. "Tho farmer," he insisted,
"wants low taxes and for that reason
finds it to his interest to vote against
all appropriations for public improve-

ments, which arc not directly necessary
for his welfare. The building trade
need work, and find it to their inter-
est to vote for all appropriations
through which their crafts may be
employed. This is but one example
illustrating the natural antagonism
of interests between "The House of
Have," and "The House of Want."
They could be multiplied indefinitely.
The worker is not interested in the
rate of taxes, he does not have to pay
taxes. The farmer is not interested in

the rate of unemployment, he has
plenty of work. At every point of con-

tact tie wage worker and the farmers
conflict.

The fanner is robbed by the assessor,
the railroad, the commission man, the
real estate shark, and he exploits his
children, his wife and his hired help.
Generally he is robbed to the limit
and sooner or later enters the prole-

tarian ranks. The slave on the other
hand is exploited gencraly to the limit
of subsistence, and further than that
exploitation cannot go, without destroy-
ing the slave. This capitalism is not
quite ready to do, for the slave is the
goo'-- e that lays the golden egg.

The capitalist state is a political
device for legalizing exploitation. ffrofflj

which it follows that any political ac-

tion intended to put an end to exploi-
tation, would immediately be out lawed
by the existing order of society, long
before such action was resorted to by
anything like a majority of the voters. "

Thus he argued that political action
lone, would never bring about the

idea' state of society for which Olive
Anderson was striving. He pointed
out that her ideals were revolutionary
and that politics were nothing more
than the modes of action, by which
modern masters of industry gauge
the temper of their victims, the slaves

"Politics is the chain by which
the government of "The House of
Have," keeps "Tho House of Want,"
where it wants it.

Olive read the explanatory part, of
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this letter to the local, with the re-

sult that she made no new friends, m4
created a good deal of suspicion. The
general opinion among the bewhiskered
saviours ot the race was that she was
a paid disrupter sent into the local,
by the capitalist class. The charge of

disrupter was a favorite accusatioa
among the socialists of that perioJ
and was generally concecded to be
a sufficient substitute for argument
and logic. Tho fact that capitalists are
what they are by virtue of theit
bargaining abilities, and that they
could invest their money to a better
advantage than to disrupt a bunch of
bewhiskered, office seeking, political
irregulars never entered their minds.
Nevertheless the reading of that letter
caused a discussion which proved te
Olive that Jack was right in main-

taining that the wage Worker was the
logical material for the new social
state.

(Continued next week.)
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dants of Moses and of Christt'
Then, turning to Frank Comerford

who had made the remark:
"Yes, they are! And you would have

prosecuted Christ for a wage if yoa
had been in fialilce at. the time."

"Yes, the prophets, the teachers, the
Seen of all ages have taught com-

munism, the fommon ownership of the
land and the fruits thereof. And that
doctrine has its place ill you and yeu
(pointing to the jurors.) It's in every-on-

who hates poverty not so much hh
own .poverty as that of others.

"I don't know if communism will
work. You don't know; my elientn
don't; Leninc and Trotzky don't. But
I do know that capitalism don 't work,
that it has turned the world inte a
frightful shambles, a travesty of civil-

ization. But think you, you can pick
out for slaughter and imprisonment
twenty members solely beenusc of their
belief in this age-ol- dreamt Think
you, you can extinguish that dream
simply by imprisoning these moo?

"They say that these defendants
hnve endorsod the plans of Leninc and
Trottky. And they have, gentlemen,
they have. What are yon going to de
about itt I'm willing to stand with
them on that proposition. I don't know
whether or not Leninc 's government
is right; but no man who loves liber-
ty, no man who honors the principle
upon which on,r own republic is based,
would replace tho new government ef
Itussia with tho old. T' nothing good
came out of the war, the end of the
czars was good."

Darrow.'s highest flight of oratory
was addressed to a eulogy of the Itdd
Flag.

"I'll tell you why every tprant
why every man whose heart is with
his money hags hates that flag,'
he declared. "The Communist Labor
Party didn't invent it. The Socialist
Party didn't invent it.


