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theless certain that the task of our grand-

mothers included a much greater number of
operations. And, in addition, they possessed a
quality which is completely lacking in the
household labors of the working woman of our
days: the latter having entirely lost their qual-

ity of being useful to the State from the stand-

point of national economy, for these labors do
not create any new values; they do not con-

tribute to the prosperity of the country.
The working woman would in vain spend all

the day from morning to evening cleaning her
home, washing and ironing the linen, using her-

self up in ceaseless efforts to keep her worn-ou- t

clothing in order, she might kill herself prepar-
ing with her modest resources such food as
might please her and there would nevertheless
at nightfall remain not a material result of all
her day's work, and she would have created
with her indefatigable hands nothing that
could be considered as a commodity on the com-

mercial market. Even if a working woman
should live a thousand years there would never
be any change for her. There would always be
a new layer of dust to be removed from the
mantelpiece and her husband would always
come in hungry at night and her little tots
would always bring in mud on their shoes
The work of the housekeeping woman is be-

coming more useless day by day, more unpro-
ductive.

The Dawn of Collective Housekeeping.

The indvidual household has passed its
zenith. It is being replaced more and more by
collective housekeeping. The working woman
will sooner or later need to take care of her
own dwelling no longer; in the Communist
society of tomorrow this work will be carried
on by a special category of working women
who will do nothing else. The wives of the
rich have long been freed from these annoying
and tiring duties. Why should the working wo-

man continue to carry out these painful duties?
In Soviet Russia the life of the working woman
should be surrounded with the same ease, with
the same brightness, with the same hygiene,
with the same beautV, which has thus far sur-rounde- d

only the women of the richer classes;
in a Communist society the working woman
will no longer have to spend her few, alas, too
few hours of leisure, in cooking, since there will
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be in Communist society public restaurants and
central kitchens TO WHICH EVERYBODY
MAY COME TO TAKE THEIR MEALS. . .;

These establishments have already been on

the increase in all- - countries, even under the
capitalist regime. In fact, for half a century the
number of restaurants and cafes in all the great
cities of Europe increased day by day; they
sprang up like mushrooms after an autumn
rain. But while under the capitalist system only
people with well-line- d purses could afford to
take their meals in a restaurant, in the Com-

munist city, anyone who likes may come to eat
in the central kitchen and restaurants. The

case will be the same with washing and other
work: the working woman will no longer be
obliged to sink in an ocean of filth or to ruin
her eyes in darning her stockings or mending
her linen; she will simply carry these things to

the central laundries each week, and take them
out again each week already washed and iron-

ed. The working woman will have one care lees
to face. Also, special clothmending shops will
give the working women the opportunity to de-

vote their evenings to instructive readings, to

healthy recreations instead of spending them as
at present in exhaustive labor. Therefore, the
four last duties still remaining to burden our
women, as we have seen above, will soon also

disappear under the triumphant Communist
regime. And the working women will surely
have no cause to regret this. Communist society
will only have broken the domestic yoke of

woman in order to render hor life richer, hap-

pier, freer and more complete.

The Child's Upbringing Under Capitalism..

But what will remain of the family after all

these labors of individual housekeeping have

disappeared? We still have the children to deal

with. But here also the state of the working
comrades will come to the rescue of the family

by substituting for the family; society will

gradually take charge of all that was formerly

on the parents. Under the capitalist regime,

the instruction of the child has ceased to be the
duty of the parents. The children were taught
in schools. Once the child had attained school

age, the parents breathed more freely Begin-

ning with this moment the intellectual develop-

ment of their child ceased to be an affair of
theirs. But all the obligations of the family


