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toward the child were not therefore finished.
There was still the duty of feeding the child,
buying it shoes, clothing it, making skilled and
honest workers of them, who might be able
when the time came to live by themselves and
to feed and support their parents in their old
age. However, it was veiy unusual when a
worker's family was able to fulfil entirely all
these obligations towards their children; their
low wages did not permit them even to give the
children enough to eat, while lack of leisure
prevented the parents from devoting to the
education of the rising generation the full
attention which it demanded for this duty. The
family was supposed to bring up the children.
But did it really' As a matter of fact, it is the
street which brings up the children of the
proletariat. The children of the proletarians are
ignorant of the amenities of family life,
pleasures which we still shared with our own
fathers arid mothers.

Furthermore, the low wages of the parent?,
insecurity, even hunger, frequently bring it
about that when hardly ten years of age, the
son of the proletarian already becomes in his
turn an independent worker. Now, as soon as
the child (boy or girl) begins to sarn money, he
considers himself the master of his own person
to such an extent that the words and counsels
of his parents cease having any effect upon
him, the authority of the parents weakens and
obedience is at an end. As the domestic labors
of the family die out one by one, all obligations
of support and training will be filled by society
in place of the parents. Under the capitalist
regime the children were frequently, too
frequently a heavy and unbearable burden to
the proletarian family.

The Child and the Communist State.

Here also the Communist society will come
to the aid of the parents. In Soviet Russia,
owing to the care of the Commissariats of Pub-
lic Education and of Social Welfare, great
advances a'e being made, and already many
things have been done in order to facilitate for
the family the task of bringing up and support-
ing the children. There, are homes for very
small babies, day nurseries, kindergartens,
children's colonies and homes, infirmaries, and
health resorts for sick ohildren, restaurants,
free lunches at school, free distribution of text
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books, of warm clothing, of shoes to the pupils
of the educational establishments does all
this not sufficiently show that the child is pas-

sing out of the confines of the family and being
placed from the shoulders of the parents on

those of collectivity?

The care of children by the parents consisted
of three district parts: (1) the care necessarily
devoted to the very young babies; (2) the
bringing up of the child; (3) the instruction of
the child. As for the instruction of children in
primary schools and later in gymnasiums and
universities, it has become a duty of the State,
even in capitalist society. The other occupa-

tions of the working class, its conditions of life,
imperatively dictated, even to capitalist so-

ciety, the creation for the purpose of the young,
of playgrounds, infants' schools, homes, etc.
etc. The more the workers became conscious of

their rights, the better they were organized in
any specific State, the more society would show
itself to be concerned with relieving the family
of the care of the children. But bourgeois so-

ciety was afraid of going too far in this matter
of meeting the interests of the working class,
lest it contribute in this way to the disintegra-
tion of the family. The capitalists themselves
are not unaware of the fact that the family of
old, with the wife a slave and the man re-

sponsible for the support and well-bein- g of the
family, that the family of this type is the best
weapon to stifle the xroletarian effort toward
liberty to weaken the revolutionary spirit of
the working man and working woman. Worry
for his family takes the backbone out of the
worker, obliges him to compromise with
capital. The father and the mother, what will
they not do when their children are hungry ?

Contrary to the practice of capitalist society,
which lias not been able to transform the edu-

cation of youth into a truly social function, a
State work, Communist society will consider
tho social education of the rising generation,
as the very basis of its laws and customs, as
the corner stone of the new edifice. Not the
family of the past, petty and narrow, with its
quarrels between the parents, with its exclusive
interests in its own offspring, will mould for us
the man of the society of tomorrow. Our new
man in our new society is to be moulded by
Socialist organizations, in which the child

(Continued on pogv 9.)


