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The Great Minneapolis Demonstration
By Harry Stone.

Over 10,000 men, women, and children, with
fully as many more lining the streets, marched
Saturday, Aug. 28., as a protest against govern-

ment by injunction and Judge Bardwell's decision
which forbade picketing the Wonderland movie
house, held by unionists to be unfair to organzed
labor because it employed non-unio- n labor a

decision which is a blow at fundamental labor
rights; against the capitalist judge's sentence lo

six months in the county jail of the officials of
the Trades and Labor Assembly, Linn Thompson,
Leslie Simon, Dan Stevens, and Bob Cramer,
editor of the Minneapolis Labor Review, the As-

sembly organ, for contempt of court.
"We can't obey judicial prostitution" was the

answer of labor to government by injunction. The
use to which the State in this instance court

is put was again made palpably manifest to
the laboring people. The good Judge Bardwell was
consistent satisfaction was voiced by the Min-

neapolis business interests at brother Bardwell's
sweeping ruling against labor and his contempt of
court sentences.

A summary of the events leading up to the
demonstration last Saturday.

Picketed "Unfair" Movie

Organized labor held that the Wonderland
movie house was unfair to it and proceeded to

picket the place. Cramer, editor of the Review
published the facts and reasons why Wonderland
should be boycotted. Stevens, Sinton, and Thomp-

son carried out the wishes of the Assembly in

the matter. The owner of Wonderland asked the
courts to enjoin the unions from picketing his
theatre, etc., and the dear judge proceeded, in a

remarkable (sic!) decision, to heed his master
voice, capital. The obliging judge issued an in-

junction which forbade labor from picketing the
theatre, from combining to interfere with trade
of the place, and from publishing anything from
which the public might infer that the theatre
was unfair to organized labor.

"The right of free speech, free press"
Pardon! For a moment we forgot that we woe
in America the land of John D., J. P., Palmer,
Wilson, and why mention more?
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Defied Court Injunction

Organized labor held that the injunction
destroyed the right of boycott and unfair list,
struck at fundamental union rights (rights, we
believe, which have been rights only so long as
labor has had the might to make them rights)
and that the injunction was illegal. The men
mentioned above, at the instance of the Assembly
proceded to defy the injunction, were arrested and
given the named jai1 sentence, or the alternative
of a fine. They declared that they would go to

jail first, rather than pay the fine and thus assent
to an autocratic court decision. Minneapolis work-

ers were aroused at this high handed act of the
court and declared thai they would do their ut-

most to support the convicted men and to prevent
their jailing. The men were to be incarcerated on
Aug. 28 and for that day the Assembly planned a
protest demonstration to manifest their indigna-

tion and their feeling of solidarity with the con-

victed comrades. The paraders were to escort the
men to the city hall, the seat of the county jail.

Great Protest Parade.

And on Aug. 28, thousands of workers, or-

ganized and unorganized, marched and defied the
injunction form of government. Hundreds of mem-

bers of the World War Veterans, men who had
fought for the safety of democracy (for capital-

ist democracy, they now see) headed the demon-

stration with placards which declared: "We
fought for democracy; now we're going to get
some of it." Other signs read: "Six months in jail
for our leaders. 80,000 others are ready to follow

them;" "Freedom for class war prisoners"; "Why
jail workers and not profiteers?" "Industrial
Unionism Eventually; Why not Now?"! Divided
we fall; We're united"; "We can't obey judical
prostitution."

When the marchers and victims of capitalist
autocracy reached the city hall, the sheriff we
wonder, was it but a mere legal trick or was it
the evidence of labor's unity and solidarity of
action informed them that he could not jail the
men at this time, as was expected, for the law

gave him yet sixty days in which to collect pro- -
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